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ACTORS’ RADIO MONOPLY | 


Theatre Guild Plans to Try Out Plays 
On the Coast; the Lunts Started It 


+ 


Frottywood, July 20. 
California will be a production 


’ base for the Theatre Guild starting 


next summer. Two plays will be 
brought to the Coast by the Guild 
for tryout of at least four weeks, 
divided between Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, 

Decision for such a plan was ar- 
rived at by Theresa Helburn, Lee 
Simonson and Lawrence Langner, 
Guild directors, who recently were 


‘here for the production of ‘Amphi- 


tryon 38’ with Alfred Lunt and Lynn 
Fontanne. Guild people are said to 
have realized that Coast production 
would be an economic procedure for 
them, 

First, production can be built for 
about half the money than is required 
in the east, and second, they can 
take their time here after opening 
without the hazard of rushing an at- 
traction into New York after a two- 
week tryout in an Eastern stand. 
Claim is that a show can be doc- 
tored on the Coast by the authors 
during its presentation, without 
hurting its chances, and also that 
should faulty cast selections be made 
here they can easily be remedied be- 


(Continued on page 67) 


SWING MUSIC BLARE 
UNDER INJUNCTION 


Will McCune’s orch, current on 
the Bossert roof, Brooklyn, has been 
restrained by an injunction from 
using vocalists or blaring swing mu- 
sic after 11 p.m. 

A property owner, near the hotel 
obtained the injunction after term- 
ing the band disturbingly ‘noisy.’ 
If McCune wants to fight back he’ll 
have to go to court and may, figur- 
ing the publicity good for both him 
and the hotel. 











‘Distaste for Her Home’ 


Blamed on Radio Singer 


Minneapolis, July 20, 
_Ernest N. Iverson, local radio 
singer who performs under the ether 
name of ‘Slim Jim,’ is the defendant 
in a $10,000 alienation of affection 





damage suit filed by Ted Myron in 
district court. 


Myron charges that ‘Slim Jim’ | 
used his ‘influential personality’ to | 
induce Mrs. Myron to develop ‘ex- 


treme distaste for her home and 
husband.’ | 
| 





TRAVELING THEATRE-BUS 


Denver, July 20. 
A. L. Brown’s traveling theatre, a 
Car equipped with sound and 60 up- | 
holstered seats, is modern in every | 
respect. Claims it is the first trav- | 
eling theatre. Shows last about two | 
hours, and the theatre can be parked | 


almost anywhere there is a chance} 


! 


of getting a full house. 


Brown formerly owned the State, | 
Rapid City, S. D. 





No!—Not That! 





Renewed Hawaiian vogue, be- 
sides making best sellers out of 
‘Waikiki Wedding’ (film), ‘Sweet 
Leilani’ (song hit) and the 
hula-atmosphere niteries, with 
Pago-Pago and beachcomber 
rains and settings, is also pro- 
ducing the inevitable—yes, the 
revival of the ukelele. 


HECHT NO. 1 PIC 
SCRIBE, $260,000 
PER ANNUM 


Hollywood, July 20. 


Ben Hecht, earning $260,000 a year 
on his writing contract with Samuel 
Goldwyn, is the highest priced in- 
dividual writer in film industry. 

Hecht received $6,500 a week for 
the job he recetnly did for Selznick. 
However, the Goldwyn stint is a 52- 
week proposition, for a term of years, 
in case options are lifted. Other 
high salaried writers currently get- 
ting four figure salaries from Gold- 
wyn include John Emerson and 
Anita Loos, Donald Ogden Stewart, 
Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and 
Charles Bennet, recently borrowed 
from Universal. 














Also on writing staff for Goldwyn | 


(Continued on page 61) 








MALL CIRCLE IN 
N.Y.C. DOMINATE 


Almost Impossible for Out- 





of-Towners to Crack the 
Hold of the Insiders— 
Large Incomes of Certain 
Actors Well Known to 
Trade but Not to Public 





$1,250 A WEEK 





Cream of the radio acting work 
around New York City is in the 


hands—tightly clutched—of a small 
inner circle. During the busy win- 
ter season this group monopolizes 
almost all the best spots, and 
the income of each is quite fabulous 
for non-name air actors. These sub- 
stellar biggies appear on more than 
a dozen programs each week dur- 
ing the busy season; when there’s a 
vacancy on one of their shows they 
always step forward with their note- 
books and suggest their friends to 
the program producers. 

A list of the topflight unbilled 
actors and an estimate of their week- 
ly earnings during the winter fol- 
lows: 

Wilmer Walter, $1,250. 

Flerence Malone, $250. 

Ned Weaver, $1,000. 

Elsie Hitz, $1,000. 

Nick Dawson, $1,300 
well as acts). 

Joe Julian, $500. 

Peggie Allenby, $700. 

Clayton Collier, $500. 

Ed Jerome, $1,250. 


(Continued on page 67) 
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A. C. the Monte Carlo of America; 
So. Calif. Also Hot Gambling Oasis 





How About a Bouncer? 





Minneapolis, July 20. 

Twin City night club uses a 
parrot as its front spieler. 

Bird is parked in a cage just 
over the nitery’s entrance and 
has been trained to keep re- 
peating ‘no cover charge.’ 











CLEAN BURLEY 
DOESNT PAY, 
N.Y. FINDS 


Recent sloughing of burlesque 
houses, with shuttering of the 14 
houses in Greater New York for 11 
weeks, cost the operators over 
$150,000 in dead rentals, to say noth- 
ing of amounts spent for attorneys’ 
fees in the fight for restoration of 
licenses, 

Legal stuff didn’t get them any- 


where and all finally had to accede 
to License Commissioner Moss’ and 
Mayor La Guardia’s edict that bur- 
lesque was out for good. They had 
to take it and like it. 

Transition from _ burlesque to 
vaude, with some burlesque trim- 
mings and presented under guise 
of musical revues (called Follies), 


(Continued on page 61) 








Equity Warns Radio Field That All 
Stage Unions Should Stick by AFL 





The stage unions have come out 
in support of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, with which they are 
affiliated, as against any other or- 
ganization movement, specifically the 
Committee for Industrial Organiza- 
tion (CIO). Equity, taking the lead, 
has warned its members that when 
they “are approached to join any 
other group ‘they must refuse to 


participate in any effort not sanc- | 


tioned by Equity.’ 

Warning is apparently aimed at 
the efforts of CIO ts crash show 
business as Equity is about to or- 
ganize the radio field. So far, CIO 
has grouped technicians in scattered 
stations, but it is generally conceded 


that the idea of weaning away the 
groups which have operated in the 
amusement field will probably not 


materialize, because there are so- 
called craft unions which have suc- 
cessfully functioned for about 20 
years—such as actors (Equity), stage 
hands and musicians. None of these 
A.F.L. groups 


have exhibited any | 








inclination to fuse into one organiza- 
tion, which is the basic idea of CIO. 


Equity and the other stage unions 
rather pointedly tell employers that 


Again indicating the radio angle, | it will be well if they do not inter- 





Nocturnal Fun 
True Story Magazine, New 
York, recently took a survey of 
what New York City office 
workers do with their time at 
night. Discrepancy in percen- 
tage totals due to multiplicity of 
activities by some respondents. 
Survey disclosed: 
Men Women 
topped for cock- 


tails . ini pee 5% 
Out to dinner.... 3% 12% 
Books or maga- 

re 42% 35% 
Listened to radio. 35% 45° 
Guests for evening 2% 10% 
Bridge ..... re 6% 1% 
Went to films .... 10% 8% 











| 


fere with the organizing of radio as 
started by the established groups, 
inferring that if faced with CIO 


| methods there might be confusion. 


Equity declares: ‘The labor move- 
ment stands at the cross roads and 
employers must meet it at one of the 
roads. As far as Equity can see, it 


| intends to travel on the road that is 


taken by the American Federation 
of Labor, in company with those 
other unions of the theatre with 


| which it has so long walked in har- 
| mony.’ 


Again it is voiced: ‘It will not be 
enough for such employers not to 


| place obstacles in the way of Equity 
| organization of their employes. They 


/ance in that effort. Employers must | 
| realize that some sort of organiza- | 


| 


should actively welcome Equity’s 
appearance and give it every assist- 


tion of their workers will be effected 
(Continued on page 42) 
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Atlantic City, July 20. 
Atlantic City is becoming known 
as the Monte Carlo of America, 


Eighteen wide-open gambling places 
where one may bet 25c or $25,000 
on any nag, number or color, now 
do a land-office business in the 
heart of the town. 

Citizens of Atlantic City are not 
throwing up their hands in horror 
at the situation. Indeed, Atlantic 
City has always had big-time gam- 
bling houses operating behind candy 
and cigar counters, and the private 
citizen’s reaction when reminded of 
it has always been, ‘Well, we have 
to have them, don’t we?’ 

That is the view always expressed 
privately by whatever group of 
politicians happen to be in power, 
‘We don’t especially like the idea, 
but people who come here expect 
to find things they wouldn’t tolerate 
in their home towns.’ 

Smug outsiders might consider it 
ill-gotten gains, but the townsfolk 
have a plant investment of $150,- 
000,000—and they have to live. They 
can’t raise corn or oats on Atlantic 
City’s riparian lands and they can’t 
compete with Philadelphia, Newark 
or New York in industry, (Imagine 
a shoe factory on Absecon Island!) 

Atlantic City does the best it can 
and the best it can ever do is en- 
tertain visitors from the inland who 
want to escape from their own 
stodgy environment. If a visitor 
doesn’t want to gamble, drink or 
‘horse around’ he can have plenty 

(Continued on page 67) 





Japanese Girl, 13, 
Will Initiate U. S. 
In ‘Naniwabushi’ 


Tokyo, July 20. 

Hisa Suzuki, age 13, is en route to 
America for engagements in concert 
spots, to introduce to American 
audiences Japan's classical singing 
known as naniwabushi. 

While this particular artist is rec- 
ognized as tops in Japan, presenta- 
tion of naniwabushi to Americans 
will be extremely difficult because 








knowledge of Japanese folklore is 
| essential. Singsongy style in falsetto 
| voice also is hard to take. 





| 
To Repeat His Niagara 
Walk of 45 Years Ago 


Sarasota, Fla., July 20. 
Clifford Calverly, 69, of here, is 
| planning one of the strangest ‘come- 
| backs’ in the history of show biz. 
Oldster is in training and plans te 


| 
| walk a tight rope across Niagara 
| Falls on Oct. 12, which will mark 
| 45th anniversary of first time he 
| performed feat. 

He subsequently did trick six 


more times. Calverly is 
his footing by walking 
} 

; house. 


trying out 
gables on his 


) 


. 
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‘B’ PIX ARE THE PROVING GROUNDS 


OF THE INDUSTRY, PRODUCERS AVER 





Harold Hurley (Par) and 





Joe Cohen (Metro) Give 


Their Theories on Why Mass Production B Pic- 
tures Are Necessary—Practical B.O. Test Tube 





_ 
sy wore KaurMAN —|Here Are Those Whom 
Hollywood, July 20. 
Despite what exhibs, py critics, Par and 20th-Fox Pay 


may think of B pictures, there’s a 
strictly studio angle on the problem. 
And that is simply that B pictures 
are the meat the motion picture 
sandwich is formed of. 

Talking to those forgotten men the 
producers of B pictures, is revealing. 
They don’t — most of them — kid 
themselves. They’re strictly in the 
wholesale manufacturing business; 
they’re not making art; they’re not 
uplifting the masses. But they've 
got an angle. 

Harold Hurley, for instance, who's 
in charge of B production for Para- 
mount, explains it very simply. ‘We 
don’t expect to clean up with our 
B pictures, he admits. ‘We are 
merely turning out what we hope 
is acceptable program fare.’ 

But, he points out, if occasionally 
one. of these acceptable little pro- 


gram pics produces a personality— | 


ah, then maybe the studio has got 
soirething. 

‘Talent scouts are fine,’ he says. 
‘But that-isn’t enough. Tests are the 
same way. Schools the same way. 
What counts is motion picture per- 
formance. So, suppose we find one 
personality in five B pictures who's 
worth developing into big money 
rating—aren’t we ahead?’ 


New Stars 


Thus, he points to a little picture 
called ‘Night After Night.’ Mae West 
had a small part in that. Or ‘It Pays 
to Advertise.’ Carole Lombard came 
out of that. Or the ‘Gilded Lily,’ 
which introduced Fred MacMurray. 

If a B picture can pay its freight, 
he argues and not lose any money— 
or even if it loses a little—and if 
that picture introduces, or makes 
evident, a real talent, isn’t it worth 
while? And that goes all the way 
down the line, not only for actors, 
but for directors. Henry Hathaway 
graduated from B pictures, for one. 
Also for writers and cameramen. 

In other words, Hurley feels B 
pictures are the testing ground. The 
tests, or the previous experience in 
legit, or other fields don’t count. It’s 
how do you handle an actual film 
assignment—and how do they react. 
Nothing else, he insists counts. And 
B pictures are the answer to that. 

Surprise Hits 

Joe Cohen, who produces all the 
Metro B's, has another angle. ‘The 
Thin Man,’ he points out, was a B 
picture. That’s one which comes to 
mind quick; there have been others. 
They cost peanuts—well, a measly 
$300,000 or so—and collected plenty. 
And if that happens only once out 
of 20 tries, or once out of even 50 
tries, and if the others merely man- 
age to get their money back (as, 
how can they fail, what with block 
booking, ete.) how can the studio 
lose? 

Cohen adds that if it were pub- 
licized, if the public were called in 
on the ground floor, the public 
would love it. The public likes to 
think it is important. Suppose the 
public were told that on its reaction 
depended whether or not Joe Zilch 
is going to stay in pictures, or be- 
come a star or go back to oblivion. 
And suppose the public says yes, 
Joe Zilch is great and Joe Zilch 
really turns out well. Isn’t the public 
going to puff out its chest and feel 
swell about it? ‘I helped make Joe 
Zilch a star.’ It’s just a matter of 
selling. 


JUNGLE STUFF HOLDS 
BACK ‘STANLEY’ OPUS 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Darryl Zanuck has set back 
‘Stanley and Livingstone’ to the 
1938-38 program owing to reports of 
delays encountered by the 20th-Fox 
troupe headed by Osa Johnson and 








Otto Brower in trek into the African 


jungle. 

Company now is in Tanganyika. 
Brower notified Zanuck that African 
Jocation shots will take around five 
months. With three more months 
for studio shooting, film could not be 
completed until spring of 1938 any- 
way. 


Over $200,000 Yearly 


Washington, July 20. 

Three Hollywood actors and two 
directors have been reported by 20th 
Century-Fox and Paramount Pix as 
earning more than $200,000 a year, 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission last week revealed. 

Government's checkup, requiring 
an accounting of the three highest- 
paid employees in each corporation, 
showed Warner Baxter, Gary Cooper 
and George Raft receiving top sala- 
ries, with Darryl Zanuck and Roy 
Del Ruth, Fox directors, also getting 
well beyond $200,000. The $180,808 
annual pay-check of Wesley Ruggles, 
Par producer, was thrown in for 
| good measure, 

Baxter, as the only performer 
listed by 20th Century, receives 
$284,384 each year, report showed. 
Zanuck and Del Ruth take $260,000 
and $238,330, respectively, from the 
Fox till, while Paramount pays 
| Gary Cooper $265,454 and _ shells 
| out $202,666 for Raft. 


SCREEN GUILD 
ROSTER NOW 
10,000 


Hollywood, Ju'y 20. 

Screen Actors Guild membership 
now totals around 10,000, making 
it the most powerful labor organiza- 
tion in the film industry. Total has 
been swelled by expansion of Guild 
shop in Eastern studios, atmosphere 
players, etc. Hundreds of extras 
also joined in order to continue 
working, as Guild shop is now 100 
per cent effective as to extras, stunt 
men, freelances, day and_ stock 
players. 

Increase in membership has been 
so rapid that 25 persons have been 
added to headquarters personnel to 
handle contacts. 




















Shurlock Winding Up East 
Geoffrey Shurlock, assistant to 
| Joseph I. Breen, head of the pro- 
oe ag code office of Hays organi- 
zation, expects to wind up his ac- 
tivities in.N. Y. in the next week or 
10 days. Present plans are to return 
to his office on the Coast before the 
end of this month. 

| He has been contacting the eastern 
| production code office since July 1. 





Strain 





Del Mar, Calif., July 20. 

Bing Crosby, 52% owner of 
the Del Mar racetrack, and 
winner now and then with a 
nag in his own string, is going 
around on crutches. 

Official explanation is he hurt 
himself playing tennis, but in- 
siders say he strained himself 
reaching for long shot that 
started the first day and hasn’t 
finished yet. 














U. S. Revenooers 


Scoff at H'wood 
Tax Slice Ideas 


Hollywood, July 20. 


Bright idea of Roger Marchetti, 
Los Angeles barrister, that film stars, 
like oil wells, ought to be ‘depre- 
ciated’ as far as income taxes are 
concerned, cannot be put in opera- 
tion without legislative action, Fed- 
eral officials last week sniffed at the 
idea of permitting picture personali- 
ties to write off part of their income 
in anticipation of reduced earning 
power, saying that such a proposition 
is up to Congress. 

While the Internal Revenue Bu- 
reau writes regulations governing 
preparation of income tax statements, 
the limits are laid down by Con- 
gress. Before filmites can get con- 
sent to set aside part of their com- 
pensation in calculating annual trib- 
ute to the U. S. Treasury, legislative 
mill must grind out an amendment 
to the tax statutes. 

Not one chance in a million that 
Marchetti’s inspiration will go on the 
law books. Revenooers are trying 
to tighten up, rather than loosen, the 
present system. Oil well depletion 
allowance of 274%% is likely to be 
sliced, if not erased entirely. And 
the decrease in earning power of a 
petroleum spouter is more easily 
measured than the future of a cel- 
luloid favorite. 


SELZNICK TINTS ‘TOM’ 
FOR ADDED $125,000 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Selznick International decided to 
make “The Adventures of Tom Saw- 
yer’ in color after shooting biack 
and white for two days. This foot- 
age will be discarded. 

Work was suspen¢ed while script 
revisions and cast changes were 
made and in this interval David O. 
Selznick made up his mind to tint 
the picture. Norman Taurog directs. 

Tinting slaps an extra $125,000 onto 
the budget of ‘Sawyer.’ 











Newburgh (N. Y.) Academy's Trust 


Suit First of a Series of Actions 





The forerunner of a series of anti- 

trust suits against the major picture 
companies by indie theatre exhib- 
¢itors in the east was begun Satur- 
'day (17> through the filing in Fed- 
eral Court, N. Y., of notice of action 
| by the Orange County (N. Y.) The- 
'atre Corp. Plaintiff asks $225,000 
damages and the defendants named 
are: Paramount Pictures Corp., RKO- 
| Radio Pictures, Inc., United Artists 
|Corp, 20th Century-Fox Film Corp., 
| the Big U Film Exchange, Inc., a 
Universal subsid, the Netco The- 
atres Corp. of Newburgh, N. Y., and 
Eugene Lee and George Walsh, oper- 
ators of picture houses in the upstate 
city. 

Through its counsel, Stuart M. 
| Miller of Brooklyn, the plaintiff will 
file its formal complaint later in the 
week. It will claim that the de- 
|fendants conspired to prevent its 
theatre, the Academy, from obtaining 
second-run pictures only after rival 
theatres controlled by Lee and 
‘Walsh had exhausted exhibition of 





them so far as Newburgh ~vas con- 
cerned. 

The Orange County Theatre Corp. 
claims that despite its contract with 
all of the producing companies ex- 
cept Paramount, under which it was 
to have second-run privileges, the 
companies ran out on the agreement. 
It is alleged that in order to quash 
competition Walsh and Lee conspired 
with the defendant picture corps. to 
pool their theatres and in this way 
exhibit the same pictures simulta- 
neously, thereby destroying exhibi- 
tion value of a picture when the 
plaintiff's Academy obtained it. 

Miller, for the plaintiff corpora- 
tion, states that he is forwarding a 
copy of his complaint to U. S. Attor- 
ney General Homer S. Cummings 
with a view to bringing about crim- 
inal conspiracy charges eventually 
The attorney asserted several other 
indie exhibitors had conferred with 


-him about bringing similar suits and 


that he expected within a month to 
start other actions. 
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Ruby Keeler East to Join 
Al; Flirting 2 Pix Deals 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Ruby Keeler entrained for New 
York Sunday (18), where she will 
join hubby, Al Jolson, and accom- 
pany him to Saratoga instead of 
going abroad as had been contem- 
plated. 

Paramount deal for star’s services 
having floundered, Abe Lastfogel, of 
William Morris Agency, has offer for 
two picture deal with another major 
company, which may be set this 
week. 


CAPRA STILL A.W.0.L. 
FROM COLUMBIA STUDIO 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Frank Capra has been in town for 
over a week since his return from 
Europe, but according to reports has 
not visited the Columbia studio. At 
the Columbia convention here re- 
cently no announcement was made 
of any Capra productions for the 
new season, with sales forces some- 
what surprised by the omission. 

Capra and Harry Cohn had a mis- 
understanding last January when, 
after the director had cut ‘Lost 
Horizon,’ Cohn recut the picture. 
Then, with picture going out on gen- 
eral release, Cohn is understood to 
have made additional cuts which 
Capra learned of on his return, and 
burned up anew. 

Columbia claims Capra still has 
three pictures to make under his 
contract, while on the other hand, 
several propositions have been made 
to Capra to produce on his own at 
other studios. 





Jack Cohn, in N. Y., states he sees 
no reason why Capra and the studio 
end can’t adjust their differences 
satisfactorily. 


L. A te FF. 


Julian T. Abeles. 
Mrs. Fred Astaire. 
Edward eL. Alperson. 
Olympe Bradna 
Joe E. Brown. 
John D. Clark. 
Kathryn Cravens. 
Danny Danker, 
Errol Flynn. 

Milton Golden. 
Dorothy Haas. 
Lorenz Hart. 

Joris Ivens. 

Sonja Henie. 

Nat Kalcheim. 
Ruby Keeler. 
Sidney Lanfield. 

W. B. Lewis. 
Richard MacCaulay. 
Rouben Mamoulian. 
Ramon Novarro., 
William Parker. 
Max Richard. 
Richard Rodgers. 
Randolph Scott. 
George Seid. 

Hunt Stromberg. 
Virginia Van Upp. 








Jerry Wald. 
SAILINGS 
July 21 (London to New York) 


Henry Wilcox, Serge Koussevitzky 
and De Marcos (Ile de’ France). 

July 21 (London to News York) 
Charlotte Greenwood, Martin 
Broones, Fanny Hurst (Queen 
Mary). 

July 21 (New York to London) 
Miriam Hopkins, Mady Christians! 
(Berengaria). 

July 20 (New York to Paris) Mrs. | 
Hy Daab, Phyllis Daab (Statendam). 
(Returning Sept. 8 on Paris.) 

July 17 (San Francisco to Hono- 








lulu) Mr. and Mrs. Robert Z. Leon- | 
ard (Malolo). | 


ARRIVALS. 


Mrs. Leopold Godowsky. = Jr. 
(Frances Gershwin), Eleanor Phelps, 
Dennis Hoey, Virginia Booth, J. 
Cheever Cowdin, Simone Simon. 





Alperson Deal 
For Output Of 
General's 14 Pix 


Hollywood, July 20, 
Edward L, Alperson, Grand Nae 
tional prexy, and Bill Deming, ex- 
ecutive producer for General Pic- 
tures, have come to terms on a deal 
whereby GN will release GP’s entire 


product for the current season. All 
that’s needed now is the okay of 
Fenn Kimball, GP prez, for the 


clincher, 

Alperson left for New York where 
he will talk the deal with Kimball. 
General will make 14 pictures and 
is holding up the first, ‘Night Edi- 
tion,’ pending outcome. 


DIAMOND PRODUCING 
FOUR COMEDIES FOR GN 


Hollywood, July 20. 

David Diamond has moved in at 
the Grand National under a pact by 
which he will produce four pictures 
on the 1937-38 program featuring @ 
comedy duo yet unselected. 

Diamond is lining up a production 
staff for the first of the quartet, 
skeded to roll in September. 


DeMille, Selznick, Et al., 
Appeal U.S. Tax Squawks 


Washington, July 20. 


Tax tiff between the U. S. Govern- 
ment and Cecil B. DeMille, reflected 
lately in Congressional investigation 
of tax dodging, was set last week for 
possibly another airing. Feds ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court Friday 
(16) for review of lower court de- 
cisions upholding the legality of 
methods used by the noted director 











to cut down his tribute to the 
Treasury. 
Blocked by both the U. S. Board 


of Tax Appeals and the Ninth Cir- 
cuit court of appeals, the Justice 
Department asked the highest bench 
to scrutinize the steps by which De- 
Mille’s earnings were paid into Cecil 
B. DeMille Productions, Inc., and the 
transactions between the director and 
his personally-owned corporation. 
Government asserts DeMille owes 
$1,156,074 in back taxes, while he 
retorts that the money held by Pro- 
ductions, Inc., is legitimate deduc- 
tion from income tax figures inas- 
much ashe is collecting capital to 
finance picture-making on his own 
hook. 

Another Hollywood figure turned 
toward the courts Monday (19) and 


| prepared for another similar wran- 


gle with the revenocers. David O. 
Selznick asked the Board of Tax 
Appeals to redetermine his liability 
for 1934, challenging the Internal 
Revenue Bureau's claim that he was 
deficient by $9,336 in his income tax 
check. More than a score of actors 
and execs already have like appeals 
pending before the Board. 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Cecelia Ager. 
Milion Ager. 
Herbert Brenon. 
Yukona Cameron. 
Mrs. Eddie Canter. 
Edin N. Clark. 
Ira Gershwin. 
Radie Harris. 

Paul and Grace Hariman 
Helen Jepson. 

Al Trahan. 
Sammy Weisbord. 
Walter Winchell. 
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40 $1,000,000 GROSSERS 





Zukor to Survey Foreign Market 
While Abroad; London Prod. Mulled 


+ 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Adolph Zukor is set within next 
10 days to depart for New York en 
route to Europe where he will re- 
main about 10 weeks. Chris 
Dunphy, Paramount studio p.a., who 
went abroad on vacation, has been 
working on a general welcome for 
the Par chieftain in the principal 
cities on the continent and will ac- 
company Zukor during his European 
tour. 

Zukor’s mission is to make a gen- 
eral survey of the foreign market 
and to meet with foreign exhibs and 
inform them of the product in store 
on the 1937-38 Par schedule. 

Likely that he will attend the trade 
showing in London of ‘High Wide 
and Handsome’ and ‘Souls at Sea,’ 
which will be shipped abroad about 
the time he leaves New York. 

Zukor will also confer with John 
C. Graham, Paramount managing di- 
rector in England, on output of the 
future which will reach the con- 


the current year. Possible, too, that 
Zukor may look into the possibility 
of sending an American crew to 
London to produce for Paramount 
along similar lines to the setup that 
Metro has put into shape for produc- 
tion there. Paramount, it is under- 
stood, feels that with Metro produc- 
ing a better than moderate grade of 
pictures with its own leads and di- 
rectors in England, that it might be 
a profitable gesture for them to in- 
stall a similar policy. 

Before departing Zukor probably 
will okay plans of directors and the 
finance committee on a site for Para- 
mount studio and constrvci.on de- 
tails. 


HATRICK SETS 
COSMO FILMS’ 
FUTURE 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Ed Hatrick, who arrived from New 
York on Thursday (15) and went 
direct to San Simeon to confer with 
W. R. Hearst on Cosmopolitan prod- 
uct for Warner release this year, re- 
turned Monday to discuss story ma- 
terial for current year commit- 
ments. One is for a Marion Davies 
picture and two for Cosmopolitan. 
It is likely that ‘Boy Meets Girl’ will 
be the Davies selection, going into 
production late in October. 

Cosmopolitan contract for next 
year calls for six more pictures, two 
of them starring Miss Davies, in 
which ends the company’s Warner 
commitment. 


NO BKPTCY DISCHARGE 
AS YET FOR BILL FOX 


Atlantic City, July 20. 

An application by William Fox, 
former moving picture magnate, to 
be discharged from $7,000,000 bank- 
ruptcy case, was held in abeyance 
by Federal Judge John Boy at Cam- 
den, N. J., Saturday (17). The court 
referred the application to Allen B. 




















Cowdin Back Soon 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal, is due back from Europe | 
next week. 

He has been inspecting exchanges | 
in several countries where U is op- 
erating abroad and attending to de- 
tails in connection with the setup in 
England. 


1UKOR SPENT 
$35,000,000 
0 FAR 


Paramount home office execs are 


| 
| 














| anxiously awaiting the showing this 


week of ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
which was turned out at a cost re- 
ported to be $1,900,000, and is highest 
priced pic turned out at the studio 
since Adolph Zukor assumed the 
Coast reins. 

Pic is being given the $1.50-$2 
start-off, due to the fact of cost and 
figured that the Jerome Kern and 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, names, for 
music, book and lyrics, warrant the 
two-a-day showing. Cast is headed 
by Irene Dunne and Randolph Scott, 
with the company execs hopeful that 
these names may be fruitful at the 
b.o. If not, there is likely to be a 
general curbing on the Paramount 
production budget for the new sea- 
son, as the expenditure for produc- 
tion during the year that Zukor has 
been supreme at the studio for prod- 
uct is said to be $35,000,000. 

Boys at home office are also con- 
cerned over the impression ‘Souls 
At Sea,’ with Gary Cooper and Geo. 
Raft, will create at the b.o., as this 
one hit the finishing mark at a cost 
of $1,400,000. 


ROXY TILTS 10 
Ty¢ ALL WEEK 


First price tilt of any kind on 
Broadway in a long time will be a 
boost in scales at the Roxy, N. Y., 
starting Friday (23) when house 
brings in ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ to be 
followed by ‘Road Back,’ recently 
roadshown at the Globe, and other 
pictures which it is felt by the man- 
agement can get higher admissions. 

Instead of 25c, 40c and 55¢ week- 
days, house goes to 25c, 55¢ and 75c, 
same scale as prevails on Saturdays 
and Sundays. Change in prices is 
unique in that theatres almost always 
play to a higher top on the week- 
end than on other days. While the 
25c, 55c, 75c range of admissions 
continues for Saturdays and Sundays, 
the Saturday midnight nick will be 
upped from the 40c now exacted to 
vuvc, 


WILCOX SAILS FOR 














Endicott, Jr., federal referee in bank- 
ruptcy here. 


Counsel for the U. S. Collector of 
Internal Revenue, Fox Theatres 
Corp., the Chicago Title & Trust 
Co. 20th Century-Fox Film Corp. | 
and the Capital Co. of California, 
Opposed the application. They said 
they were creditors. 


BRENON IN FROM LONDON 


Herbert Brenon reached New 
York yesterday (Tues.) from London 
and left the same day for Holly- | 
wood, 

Goes back to London producing in 
4 month or six weeks. 





No date was fixed for | 
the hearing. | 
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Highest Average Since 1929 
aan Returns to Dis-| 
tribs on 40 Out of More| 
Than 400 Films Earned 


Upwards of $1,000,000— 


Bigger Rentals, Better 
Percentage Deals, Im- 
proved Merchandizing, | 


Upped Boxoffice Incomes 


BIG FOREIGN TAKES 
| 





By ROY CHARTIER 


The so-called $1,000,000 grossing | 
picture is no longer the rarity it has | 
been during the long, lean years fol- | 
lowing the 1929 attack of indigestion | 
in industry, Out of the more than | 
400 features released on the season | 
now coming to an end (1936-37), | 
records of the distributors will re- | 
veal that instead of a golden dozen | 
that will gross $1,000,000 or over in| 
sales, the number will more nearly | 
comprise a fancy 40. 


Bigger rentals than in past years, 
better selling and more widespread | 
adoption of percentage terms, com- 
bined with the fact that theatres 
have shown marked improvement in 
receipts during the past year, have 
figured as vital factors in sending 
more features into the $1,000,000) 
class. Under percentage contracts | 
which were not as common prior to | 
1929 as now, when the theatres do a| 
large gross the return to the dis- 
tributor, sometimes in the form of 
overages on a 50-50 basis, is propor- | 
tionately larger and might even| 
double what a flat rental contract | 
would have brought. This form of | 
selling has helped a lot. 


Based on figures of distributors, it | 
would appear that around 40 pic- 
tures will go through their final 
playdates in this country to wind up 
at $1,000,000 or more in rentals for 
their producer-distributor owners. 
This is a remarkable number of fea- 
tures on which domestic gross sales 
may go into seven figures, being 
close to 10% of the number turned 
out on the year. 

With the world gross sales on pic- 
tures computed, the number would 
be greater, some productions being 
expected to get as much from for- 
eign countries as from the domestic 
market, latter including the United 
States and Canada. 

In arriving at the 1936-37 pictures | 
which can be counted on to grab/| 


(Continued on page 10) 





i months contract as production 


| profit 





an] DIY Variety Talent for Filmusicals 


Swaying Republic to Produce 
In the East at Old Bio Studios 


oe 





Serlin Leaves S-I 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Oscar Serlin has checked off the 
Selznick-International lot after six- 
aid 





to David O. Selznick. 

Serlin is returning to Broadway 
| to produce a legit, ‘Damn Deborah,’ 
| after which he will return to pix. 


SEE $4,500,000 
NET FOR 20TH 
IN 6 MONTHS 


Earnings for 20th Century-Fox for 
the 26-week period ending near the 





| close of June, which are due to be 


revealed in a few days, are expected 
in Wall Street to show net operating 
of around $4,500,000, or ap- 
proximately double that for the 


| same six months in 1936. Such earn- 


ings probably will amount to more 
than $2 per common share, after 
providing for preferred divvy re- 
quirements, 

With this earning pace being main- 
tained, 20th-Fox is counted on in the 


| street to show easily the second best 


per common share earning, 
the picture companies. 
go to Loew’s common, which doubt- 


among 





Top honors | 


less will show about $9 per com-| 


mon share for the present fiscal year. 

The income on 20th-Fox common, 
with its year ending in December 
instead of August as with Loew, is 
counted on to be at least $4 per 
share, with the status of business 
this fall and early winter making 
possible as much as $1 a share more 
than this amount. 








LeRoy Scoffs at Reports He'll Buy 
Into UA As Goldwyn, Korda Pard 





Hollywood, July 20. 


such a transaction, reports are 
prevalent that the Warner Bros. pro- 
ducer will shortly acquire holdings 


banks and Charlie Chaplin in United 
Artists Corp., on which Samuel 
Goldwyn and Alexander Korda hold 
an option until Dec. 24. 

Report that Goldwyn and Korda | 
are unable to raise the coin, and that | 





London, July 20. 
Herbert Wilcox sails tomorrow 
| ostensibly to close a deal with Radio| 


Pictures whereby his product would | 


|be released by RKO throughout 
| America. 


| ‘Victoria’ has just been completed 


|}and Wilcox is bringing a print with’ 


|him. ‘The Rat,’ to be done on Wil- 

cox’s return, will also be released 
| through RKO. He is also setting a 
deal with RKO whereby he’ will 
|make their English quotas upon | 
| which RKO intends spending con- | 
| siderably more than heretofore. 


| H. M. Warner, LeRoy’s father-in- 
‘law, stepped in to make his son-in- 
law a partner in UA with the above 
two producers. 


ago he was approached on a buy 
proposition by Fairbanks, but that it 
xd fallen through and that he was 





ture, ‘Food for Scandal,’ 
'‘nand Gravet and Carole Lombard, 
going into production Nov. 1. 


Understood that Goldwyn and 


Korda are making little progress in 


Although Mervyn LeRoy denied | _ purchase. 


of Mary Pickford, Douglass Fair- | 


LeRoy asserted that about a year! 


| continuing as a producer releasing | 
through Warners with his next pic- | 
with Fer- 











Paramount is rated third, with 
earnings now running at a $2.80 an- 
nual pace, Warner Bros., with a f.\ 
fiscal year ending in August, is 
counted on to show approximately Trade Mark hegistered 
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Republic Pictures officials are 
mulling the complete switch of fea- 
ture production on principal 1937-38 
musicals from the Coast to New 
York. While seemingly convinced of 
the economy surrounding such a 
move, definite announcement prob- 
ably won’t be made for a week or 


10 days. 

However, swing towards eastern 
production has progressed to such 
an extent that Biograph Studios has 
been notified to be prepared to han- 
dle five such musical productions. 
And others identified with picture 


production in New York are laying 
plans for outright production on a 
minimum of five such feature films. 
Extensive improvements at Biograph 
make it adequate for handling fea- 
ture work. 

‘Hit Parade of 1938,’ ‘All 
on Deck,’ ‘Hollywood Band Wagon,’ 
‘All American Girl’ and ‘College 
Nights’ are the musicals tentatively 
set for eastern production. Though 
‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round’ is 
scheduled to go into production in 
Hollywood shortly, studio in the 
Bronx has been notified to be reaty 
for shooting on this feature starting 
Aug. 2. Whether or not the full pic- 
ture will be made in the east prob- 

(Continued on page 6) 


WILBY PRECEDING 
LYNCH BACK TO U. S. 


R. B. Wilby, who went abroad 
with S. A. Lynch but isn’t remaining 
as long as the latter, is expected 
back in a couple weeks but hasn’t 
set a sailing date as yet. The south- 
ern Par partner-operator went to 
London, while Lynch proceeded on 
to Carlsbad for the baths, 

Lynch has a castle on the other 
side in southern France and will 
probably check in there before re- 
turning. 
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Picture Biz Strong for Much 
More Roadshowing This Season; 


Deem Product 


+ 


Picture biz anticipates its greatest 
year of roadshow productions since 
1929 and 1930. 

Sweeping success of several films 
which played two-a-day plus the fact 
that producers believe they are turn- 
ing out the product that will stand 
up with tilted scales are primary 
factors in trend. However, the large 
boost in amount of coin in the public 
pocketbook, additional employment 
and increase in number of folks will- 
ing to pay more than general pic- 
ture prices are pertinent aides. 

Money that ‘Great Ziegfeld,’ ‘Ro- 
meo and Juliet,’ ‘Midsummer Night’s 
Dream,’ ‘Mutiny on the Bounty’ and 
‘Good Earth’ garnered is prompting 
major producer heads to watch for 
suitable roadshowers for coming sea- 
son. Success of several. of these was 
instrumental in twice-daily booking 
of ‘Lost Horizon,’ ‘The Road Back’ 
and ‘Captains Courageous.’ Univer- 
sal and Metro probably won’t put 
latter two in many additional high- 
scaled spots because of hot weather 
just now. 


Prelim outlook indicates that 
Metro, Paramount, United Artists, 
Warner Bros and Columbia will lead 
way for 1937-38 roadshow films. 
Paramount already is set on two- 
per-day policy for ‘High, Wide and 
Handsome’ and ‘Souls At _ Sea,’ 
though former will get its premiere 
on tag end of 1936-37 season, hitting 
Astor this week. But general road- 
showing of both will find_-bulk of 
cash from next seeson.- 


United Artists is planning road- 
showing for ‘Dead End’ and ‘The 
Hurricane, both Samuel Goldwyn 
productions. Former is skedded for 
release next month but ‘Hurricane’ 
probably won’t get first showing un- 
til November. 


While not officially decided, trade 
leaders expect Columbia to set a 
roadshow policy for ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You,’ because of initial out- 
lay for script reported around 
$250,000. Metro probably will come 
up with two or three for road-show- 
ing though the sales department this 
week was not set on any one film. 
It is probable that continued high- 
bracket grosses may prompt Warner 
Bros. to groom one or more for the 
same policy, with ‘Emile Zola’ and 
*‘Tovarich’ set on and ‘Adventures of 
Robin Hood’ and possibly ‘The Gam- 
blers’ in view. 

Twentieth Century-Fox probably 
will pass up roadshowing on the as- 
sumption that it will have numerous 
b.o. films possessing sufficient lever- 
age to warrant ignoring two-a-day 
field. Some of sales chiefs also are 
credited with believing that such a 
policy towards exhibitors also is war- 
ranted from long-range point of 
view. 

RKO and Universal are rated as 
holding much the same attitude, with 
latter company presently convinced 
the risk is too great on roadshowing, 
based presumably on actual experi- 
ence, 

Fact that distribution companies 
get 50% rental, even if this figure is 
trimmed by the 50-50 basis on shar- 
ing advertising-exploitation, intrigues 
many outfits because this coin means 
long stride towards writing off pro- 
duction costs before the feature even 
hits popular-price release. Though 
$2.20 top prevails for night shows in 
N. Y. two-a-day, the average peak 
is $1.50 in other cities where such 
films are roadshown. 


JONES SHIFTS TO MG 
WHEN MAYER RETURNS 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Grover Jones moves over to Metro 
from Paramount on the return of 
Luis B. Mayer from Europe, having 
signatured a pact that lifts him to 
producer-writer status. He will work 
directly under Mayer. 

Jones is washing up his Paramount 
contract on ‘The Buccaneer,’ Cecil B. 
De Mille production. 











Taggart’s ‘Affair’ 
Hollywood, July 20. 

‘This Is My Affair,’ which Michael 
Fessier will produce for Metro, will 
have Errol Taggart in the director 
spot. 

Film will be made from an origi- 
nal by Mait Taylor, with script by 
Donald Henderson Clarke and James 





Edward Grant. 


Worth 2-a-Daying 
WB ‘Robin Hood’ in 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Warners will make ‘Robin Hood’ 
in color with Henry Blanks as as- 
sociate producer and William 
Keighley directing. Picture is 
skedded to start early in Septem- 
ber. Norman Reilly Raine scripted. 

Others being readied for the cam- 
eras by Blanke include “The Wright 
Bros.’, script by Abem Finkel; “The 
Gamblers,’ from the Dostoievsky 
novel, screen play by Milton Krims, 
and ‘White Banners,’ Lloyd Douglas 
novel, script by Finkel. 


WALLACE SETTLES 
AIR CRASH SUIT 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Trial of the damage suit of Rich- 
ard Wallace: film director, against 
Transcontinental and Western Air, 
Inc., for $306,000 was halted in the 
midst of hearing evidence when at- 
torneys announced an out-of-court 
settlement had been agreed upon. 
Amount was kept secret by stip- 
ulation of counsel. on both sides. 
Wallace was injured iwo years ago 
when a TWA plane crashed. 





Color 














DOUBLE OR NOTHING 


Lesser Looking for Types to Imitate 
Famous Figures 








Hollywood, July 20. 

Sol Lesser has settled on ‘Master 
Skylark’ as the next Principal Pic- 
tures vehicle for Bobby Breen and 
is looking for players to imperson- 
ate William Shakespeare, Queen 
Elizabeth and Ben Jonson. 

Lesser also wants players for the 
Aaron Burr and Alexander Hamil- 
ton roles in the new Smith Ballew 
western, ‘Louisiana Expedition,’ and 
to impersonate members of Lin- 
coln’s cabinet in ‘Western Gold.’ 





Co-eding for 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Femme lead in 20th-Fox’s ‘Life 
Begins in College’ has been as- 
signed to Gloria Stuart and troupé 
last week was shooting on the cam- 
pus of Occidental College under di- 
rection of William Seiter. 

Ritz Bros. and Anthony Martin 
are featured with others in the cast 
including Fred Stone, Nat Pendleton 
and Dixie Dunbar. 





Biberman Leads Off 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Paramount has handed the direct- 
ing job on ‘Prison Farm’ to Herbert 
Biberman as his first megging as- 
signment. 

Lew Ayres and Louise Campbell 
play the leads. Biberman scripted 
with True Boardman from Edward 
Westrate’s original. 





Par Seals Carmichael 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Hoagy Carmichael has been tied 
by Paramount for the year to com- 
pose tunes and lyrics for films. 
Pact is effective Sept. 1 or Nov. 1 
within the option of Carmichael, 
who likely will take on another as- 
signment prior to starting at Par. 





TOASTING RECRUIT 


Hollywood, July 20. 

John Payne goes into Major's 
‘Love on Toast’ as his initial fea- 
tured role under his new pact with 
Emanuel Cohen. Film went into 
work last week for Paramount re- 
Jease. Player is a recruit from radio 
and the stage. 

Same picture also has 
ether recruit, Katherine Kane, 
cast. 


in its 


———— SS 


IRWIN SHAW’S WANGER PIC 


Hollywood, July 20 
Irwin Shaw has been loaned to 
Walter Wanger by Metro to screen- 
play ‘Arabian Nights,’ which Wanger 
will produce in technicolor, 
Shaw wrote the original. 


a 


British Writers Coming 





Hollywood, July 20. 
John Beanes, British playwright, 
and Arthur Calder-Marshall, novel- 
ist, arrive in New York from Eng- 
land this week on the Berengaria 
and will proceed direct to Hollywood 
to begin work under scripting pacts 
to which they were signed in Lon- 
don last month by Edwin Knopf. 
Scribblers are quarry cornered by 
Knopf on his recent story and talent 
safari abroad for Metro. 


PEACE GROUP 
JUST NO LIKE 
WB MARINE | 


| 











Washington, July 20. 

Terrific panning was administered 
last week to Warner Bros.’ new pic, 
‘The Singing Marine,’ by the National 
Council for Prevention of War. Ac- 
companying loud bleats and protests 
against the ‘offensive’ film was a re- 
quest that all members of the pac- 
ifist organization appeal to local 
theatre managers and send individ- 
ual squawks to the producers, in an 
attempt to have picture banned. 

‘Singing Marine,’ starring Dick 
Powell, apparently inspired peace 
group to one of its most militant: at- 
tacks, rating more than a page of 
single-spaced quarreling with the 
plot of the film. 

Panners were unabie to see why 
Powell—who takes the part of a 
golden-voiced leatherneck who final- 
ly decides to stay in the service in- 
stead of signing fat radio contract— 
‘should be branded as a quitter and 
a moral leper if he elects to pursue 
a singing career when his contract 
with the Government has been ful- 
filled.’ 

Using the weapon of sarcasm 
about as skilfully as a peace organi- 
zation could be expected to handle 
bayonets, NCPW declared that War- 
ner Bros. had been inspired by 
Powell’s success in glorifying West 
Pointers and Naval Cadets in two 
recent pix and ‘thought it about time 
for their champion crooner to don 
the uniform of a marine and engage 
in some special flag-waving for this 
branch of military service.’ 

‘Prevention of War Council 
squawks further, “The Singing Ma- 
rine’ would probably have been a 
big help to the recruiting stations 20 
years ago, and even today such mov- 
ies tend to keep alive false concep- 
tions of patriotism and foster in the 
young mind an easy acceptance of 
only one side of the military scene 
—the glamour side dealing with 
brass buttons and shining medals.’ 

Group admitted that ‘as film oper- 
ettas go, ‘The Singing Marine’ is en- 
tertaining enough and possesses a hit 
tune or two.’ Sequence of the flicker 
most objected to was the finale of 
dancing and singing by the leather- 
necks ‘to the strains of martial music 
in the manner of an old-time re- 
ligious revival, mesmerizing the au- 
dience into a ‘patriotic’ fervor.’ 


RADIO TIES BERLE 
FOR 1938 ‘NEW FACES’ 


Hollywood, July 20. 

As the result of his work in ‘New 
Faces of 1937,’ Milton Berle has been 
handed an exclusive — contract 
by RKO. 

S. J. Briskin negotiated the deal 
by telephone to New York with 
Berle agreeing to return in the fall 
to be featured in ‘New Faces of 
1938.” 











Stewart’s Reno Script 
Hollywood, July 20. 








another ; : 
; ruth to direct ‘Iron Men. 


| 


| 





Donald Ogden Stewart is screen- 


| playing ‘Honeymoon in Reno’ for 


Samuel Goldwyn at United Artists. 
It’s an original by Virginia Kel- 
logg to star Merle Oberon. 


U’'S ‘IRON MEN’ 
Hollywood, July 20. 
Universal has signed Milton Car- 





Lester Cole is preparing the script 
and E. M. Asher will produce. Film 
is on sked for October. 


CHEF’S SERENADE 
Hollywood, July 20. 
Allan Jones has been assigned to 
warble the chef’s role in Metro's 
‘The Ugly Duckling.’ 





| Go-Round,’ 





Judy Garland has the title part. 


—2 


Glendale, Calif., the Ideal Preview 
Town; Pomona, Westwood Rate Next 





Rep’s ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Republic has assigned Harry Sau- 
ber to produce ‘Manhattan Merry- 
Phil Regan musical, 
from Sauber’s original with Charlies 
Reisner directing. Film is skeded to 
start Aug. 20, those signed including 
Virginia Bruce, Cab Calloway, Ted 
| Lewis and Lucienne Boyer. 

This is the second radio ‘hour’ ti- 
| tle to be used by Rep as a film tag. 
| First Phil Regan musical was cap- 
|tioned “The Hit Parade’ and _ in- 
cluded a flock of radio and recording 
| artists. 








‘SINO-JAP WAR THREAT 


SCURRIES NEWSREELERS| 





Probability of hostilities between | 


Japan and China in and about Tien- 
tsin is prompting the American 
newsreel companies te concentrate 
their cameramen near present seat 


of trouble and military movements. | 


Most of photographers formerly sta- 


tioned at Shanghai are on the ground | 
at Tientsin, with the Chinese troops | 
or on the way to the so-called bat- | 


tlefront. Others are being drawn 
from Tokyo while some may 
called on from principal European 


capitals if threatened outbreak jus- | 


tifies it. 


While a few of the lens boys may | 
follow the Japanese forces, best re- | 


sults are anticipated from those ac- 
companying Chinese troops. 
for this is the strict censorship laid 
down by Japan’s 


freedom of movement and wide open 
attitude on grabbing warfare scenes 
of the Chinese. 

It will be recalled that when 
trouble flared several years ago be- 
tween the Japanese and Chinese, the 
newsreels obtained unusually dra- 
matic and authentic battle shots. 


TEST RADIO SINGER AS 





COLUMBIA PIX DUBBER | 





Gino Monti, opera tenor, is being 
tested by Hal Hode, of Columbia 
Picts, for a voice doubling stint in 
the studio’s next tuner. Idea is to 
do the recording in New York and 
ship it to the Coast. 

Monti, whose real name is Pino 
Bontempi, begins a platter series 
over WOV in August for Fratelli 
Branca, Italian bitters. 





Time Out for Sub 


Hollywood, July 20. 
June Travis replaces Doris Weston 
‘Block That Kick,’ Warner grid yarn 
that went into work last week on the 
football rectangle at the Los Angeles 
Coliseum. 
William Hopper has the lead, with 


| two complete football elevens jn the 


cast. 





NOVARRO EAST 


Ramon Novarro, who recently 
completed starring in ‘The Sheik 
Steps Out’ for Republic, is due in 
New York today or tomorrow 
(Thursday). He will assist in the 
special exploitation campaign being 
mapped out besides spending his va- 
cation in Manhattan. 

Novarro is under option to Rep 
for two more features depending on 
reaction to ‘Sheik.’ 





PHYLLIS WELCH TO M-G 


Phyllis Welch, legit and radio in- 
genue, was signatured yesterday 
(Tues.) by Metro, being scheduled 
to report at the studio at the end 
of August. 

She recently closed in ‘High Tor’ 
and is playing in ‘Lysistrata’ at Mt. 
Kisco, N. Y., this week and at West- 
port, Conn., next week. 





RKO Options Lucille Ball 


RKO has lifted its option on Lu- 
cille Ball, contract player, dishing 
out a raise and bonus. Actress, cur- 
rently making ‘Stage Door,’ is 
slated for leads. 

May resume her part in ‘Hey Did- 
dle Diddle’ on Broadway in the fall 
if and when Anne Nichols produces 
the comedy again. 


+ 


be | 


Reason | 


military officials | 
as compared with almost complete | 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Studios have discovered, after 
sneaking off to theatres half way 
around the globe, the ideal preview 
town is right at their back doors. 
Town is Glendale, a separate city of 


71,000 population, between Holl ly- 
wood and Pasadena, g 


Next as a previewer ‘ts Glendale 
is Pomona, a college town of the 
freshwater sort, where Robert Tay- 
lor was educated. In fact there are 
several colleges in Pomona—two 
most important being Pomona for 
men, and Scripps college, for girls, 
|It was Pomona reaction that de- 
| cided the fate of late Jean Harlow’s 
starrer—‘Saratoga. Pomona peak 
| was double-checked with an official 
| peeereene at Glendale later. Reac- 
tioms were so good that the pic will 
be released tomorrow (21). 


| Next to Glendale and Pomona 





as 
a preview spot is Westwood, a col- 
lege town near the 20th Century- 
Fox lot, and considered the best 
place to try out smart-alec pix of the 
‘sophisticated’ genre. Westwood 
houses UCLA, a co-ed setup of 7,00¢ 
students. But in surefire reactions 
Glendale tops them all. 


For family pix, Glendale has 
proved itself to be the perfect av- 
erage of American audiences, more 
dependable than the college towns 
| because the college towns are not 
peopled with the kind of picture- 
| goers who have earned the dough 
they've giving up at the b.o. Col- 
lege kids in the main go to pic- 
tures (1) to laugh at everything 
as proof that they got a ‘B’ in 
psychology honestly, (2) to learn 
how to write scripts and make a lot 
of money easily, and (3) to neck in 
the back rows and not be bothered 
by anything. 

Of course towns where people 
work have their back-row neckers, 
too, but the rest of the audience is 
made up by those who take their 
entertainment seriously, and they 
don’t come more serious than in 
Glendale. 


Hollywood’s No Dice 


} 

Previews in Hollywood are not 
the slightest help because the audi- 
ence is made up in the main of 
those who would cheer anything— 
; even the bombing of children, if the 
newsreel was made by the company 
they worked for. The rest of the 
audience is made up of autograph 
fans who had dough enough left 
over to see the picture after buying 
their autograph albums. 


These Hollywood previews show 
most of the stars arriving just in 
time to make a banal crack over 
the radio, in which they praise the 
picture that they haven’t even seen 
yet. Then they rush into the the- 
atre, grab seats in the roped-off 
section, applaud all the credit titles 
and then as soop as the pictures is 
over they grab their wraps and 
start for the door. The rest of the 
audience stays for the picture which 
was originally scheduled as _ the 
night’s attraction. 

Previews, of course, are always 
; announced mysteriously as ‘Major 
Studio Preview Tonight.’ Anybody 
wanting to know very badly can 
find out what the name of the pic- 
ture is, but the few who prefer to 
buy blind wait until the title is 
fiashed on the screen and then throw 
out a couple of ‘ahs’ and a round 
of applause, 


In Glendale, as soon as the pre- 
view is over, it isn’t the stars who 
rush out, it’s the audience. In Glen- 
dale, too, the autograph hunters are 
not adults as they are in Hollywood, 
| but children. The grown-ups are 
| inside and such numbers that there 
| is not much space for the stars who 

are there on skulls. 

| Glendale audiences laugh at come- 
dies, but it’s a different sort of 
| laugh from the Hollywood versicn, 
| and a much more authentic one. It 
| helps the studios gauge what they 
| have in the way of a grosser. 

| if a studio is trying out a new 
} star, there is no place like Glen- 
| dale to find out how she’s going to 
go over. All the ballyhoo in the 
world never seems to get to Glen- 
dale, but if you listen to the audi- 
ences after they have come out, you 
will hear them say, ‘She isn’t good 
and she isn’t bad,’ and the studio 
executives know from. that that 
there is a lot of spade work to be 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











done before they have another 


Garbo on their hands, 
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FILMS’ PROBLE 


Hemingway's War Film on Coast 
Grosses $15,000 From Audience of 15 


ee + 


THE SPANISH EARTH 


Los Angeles, July 16. 


Contemporary Historians, Inc., production 


and elease. Directed and photographed 
by Joris Ivens. Original story and narra- 
tion by Ernest Hemingway; musical score, 

are Blitzstein; comment by Norson Wells, 
Sener at Philharmonic Auditorium, 
L. A. Running time, 52 mins. 





This can make money where any 
picture can make money, but it won’t 
make it there. It won’t make it there, 
because it won’t get in there. It will 
have to depend, as it did here in 
its world premiere, on lecture halls 
which are wired for sound and can 





gross enough in one performance to 
justify a week’s buildup. , 

At the Philharmonic it played to | 
capacity at a 25c. to $1.10 scale and | 
grossed $2,000. The audience threw 
an additional $2,500 in the hat, mean- 
ing a $4,500 total and most of that 
net. At least 2,500 persons were 
turned away and the place was a | 
madhouse of congestion. 

Just how many came to see the 
picture and how many to see Ernest 
Hemingway do a personal is hard to 
say. If-he could go along with the 
pic, ‘The Spanish Earth’ could pick 
up as much coin across the country 
as it did here, but Hem announced 
he was blowing right back to Spain 
~—for a month, as far as his wife was | 
eoncerned; for six months if the war | 
lasts that long. While here he was | 
offered $50,000 to script a picture. | 
He said he didn’t have the time right | 
now. | 

} 





With Hem was Joris Ivens, who 
directed and photographed ‘The 
Spanish Earth’ from Hemingway’s | 
story. Ivens, a Dutch director, made | 

(Continued on page 66) 





$106,000 SUIT OVER 
RKO’S ‘H’WOOD’ PIC 





RKO-Radio Pictures Corp. and 
Adela Rogers St. John, writer, were 
named defendants in a plagiarism | 
action brought Friday (16) in the 
N. Y. supreme court by James 
Young, film director and author. The 
suit was revealed through the filing 
of a notice of trial during the fall 
term of the court. Young asks 
$100,000 damages. 

Plaintiff. avers that the plot and 
part of the title of his book, ‘What 
Price Sex in Hollywood?’ were pur- 
loined by the defendants in the pic- 
ture, ‘What Price Hollywood?’, which 
Miss St. John authored and RKO) 
produced. Both the book and the 
scenario were written in 1932. 

Young was for many years associ- 
ated with Sir Henry Irving and 
Augustin Daly. He directed the first | 





*five-reel silent picture made in 
America. This was ‘My Official 
Wife, starring Clara Kimball | 
Young. 





Bronx Community House 
Produces Own 4-Reeler 


Philip Sterling,  scripter, Ses! 
authored and produced a four-reeler | 
for the Bronx (N. Y.) Community 

House to be used in promulgating | 
membership drive among youngsters 

of that vicinity. Cast comprises ama- | 
teur members. It’s the first time 

Such social organization has enlisted 

films as a bally. 

Story has juvenile delinquency 
slant with angle that settlement 
houses, with varied sports and other 
attractions, keep kids too occupied 
to be mischievous. 





Soph’s 2d at Metro | 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Sophie Tucker abandoned her con- | 
templated p.a. tour when Metro 
moved up production plans on 
Molly, Bless Her’ in which Wallace 


Beery and Judy Garland will also 
appear, 





ANNA MAY WONG’S PAR PIC 
Hollywood, July 20. 

Anna May Wong’s initialer under 

jer new Paramount contract will be 

Across the tiver,’ original by Ed- 
ward T. Love and Gladys Unger. 


| V.p. 


| cash. 


| sometime, 





$22,500 Legal Bill 





Hollywood, July 20. 

Miss Myllicent Bartholomew, 
aunt and guardian of Freddie 
Bartholomew, has instituted suit 
in his behalf against nine law- 
yers for $22,500. 

Complaint charges they had 
‘schemed and conspired’ to ob- 
tain said amount in fees in con- 
nection with the 1936 legal con- 
troversy anent Freddie’s cus- 
tody. She further contends 
that they represented that she 
would be deprived of the young- 
ster’s custody if she did not 
sign a compromise agreement 
with his parents. Also made a 
defendant is the Union Bank & 
Trust Company, guardian of the 
kid actor’s estate. 


COOPER, NORTH 
AS M-G PRODS. 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Merian C. Cooper has resigned as 
of Selznick-International Pic- 
tures, Inc., and moved over to Metro 
as a producer. Cooper had been 
negotiating a deal for several weeks 
with Louis B. Mayer, now enroute 
to England, and E. J. Mannix. 

While at S-I, Cooper functioned as 
contact between the studio and the 
New York offices on financial mat- 
ters and between David O, Selznick 














|and Technicolor. 


Bert Kelly has signed at Metro 
to become assistant to Nat Levine 
when the producer goes on the lot. 
Kelly formerly was a producer at 


| Republic during Levine’s regime. 


Metro has signatured Eric North 
to a pact whereby he will produce 
and direct plays using the studio’s 
stock and contract talent. 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ J. B. Priest- 
ley drama, will be the initialer under 
the new tieup. 


VAN DYKE SUCCEEDS 
DEL RUTH ON ‘ROSALIE’ 


Hollywood, July 20. 
W. S. Van Dyke will direct ‘Ros- 
alie’ for Metro, succeeding Roy Del 
Ruth, who abandoned assignment for 
a six weeks’ British Columbia va- 

Production resumes Aug. 1. 
Disagreements between Del Ruth 
and Metro powers, simmering for 
came to a _ head last 
week with the director abandoning 
his assignment to direct ‘Rosalie,’ for 
which he had been borrowed from 








| 20th-Fox. 


Del Ruth said he wanted a rest. 
‘Rosalie’ was to have gone into work 
immediately, to be completed in time 
to allow Nelson Eddy to go on a 
concert tour. Director will report 
back to 20th-Fox Sept. 1. 


Raft Goes Gaucho 


Hollywood, July 20. 
George Raft shifts from ‘You and 
Me.’ which has been temporarily 





| shelved by Paramount, into the fea- 
tured spot in ‘Argentine Love,’ mu- 
| sical now being scenarized by Joseph 


March and Philip Mc- 
Dorothy Lamour plays op- 
Charles Butterworth and 


Moncure 
Donald. 
posite. 


'Ida Lupino have featured parts. 


Sylvia Sidney’s prior committment 
to the Theatre Guild in New York 
caused the lifting off sked of ‘You 
and Me.’ 


Beery’s ‘Bad Man’ 


Hollywood, July 20. 
‘Bad Man of Brimstone’ is set as 
Metro’s next for Wallace Beery. 


Harry Rapf will! produce, J. Walter | 


Ruben directing. Richard Maibaum 
and Cyril Hume scripting. 


v 


PARADE OF KIDS 
“THROUGH COURTS 








| Jurist Watches Over Mop- 


pets to Fend Off the 
Wolves — That Bartholo- 
mew Mess — Shirley’s 
Watchful Parents—Make 
Agents Come Clean 





BIG MONEY MAKERS 


By DENIS MORRISON 
Hollywood, July 20, 

The child is king. Or queen, as 
the case may be and often is. 

That's the new spirit and policy of 
Los Angeles courts with respect to 
performing moppets seeking film 
laurels. 

They come in droves; these won- 
der children, with their mamas, real 
or synthetic, pushing them into the 
Hollywood arena, with agents who 
are sometimes chiselers yapping for 
a split of what their talent is worth 
in this market. 

Examples of Shirley Temple, Fred- 
die Bartholomew, Jane Withers and 
other miracle kids bring ’em here. 
Money! That’s what they’re all after. 
Money and fame and the rest of the 
ingredients of picture glory, which 
as often as not is as makebelieve 
as the sets the youngsters work on. 

Judge Emmet H. Wilson: brought 
the new deal into being when he 
moved into Department 34, which 
handles approval of all moppet con- 
tracts, the middle of last February. 

He laid down one cardinal prin- 
ciple: “The child’s interest comes 
first.’ To that he adheres. To date 
he has turned down flocks of con- 
tracts, tossed a lot of people out of 
court who were seeking to fatten on 
the earnings of talented meceppets. 
Every player under 21, no matter: 
which sex, must come before him 
in person or through parents or 
guardians to obtain approval of con- 
tracts, 

Would Have Spared Freddie 

Legal lights point out that had a 
similar situation been in effect at 
the time the trouble arose over 
Freddie Bartholomew’s contract, the 
current wrangle over the boy’s take 
would not now be before the courts. 
It would have been taken care of 
adequately in advance. 

Outstanding example of proper 
care of the interests of a moppet 
player is that of Shirley Temple. In 
this instance parents looked after 
the player’s welfare from the start. 

(Continued on page 25) 
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8 Pix in Work At U 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Universal plans to have eight pic- 
tures in production before the end 
of the month, with ‘Let’s Be Candid,’ 
an E. M. Asher production, slated as 
the eighth. Seven are now in work. 

They are, ‘100 Men and a Girl,’ 
‘Merry-Go-Round of 1938,’ ‘Carnival 
Queen,’ ‘Behind the Mike,’ ‘Advén- 
ture’s End,’ ‘Midnight Raiders,’ and 
a Buck Jones thriller, ‘Sudden Bill 
Dorn,’ 


WANGER’S SAGA 
OF CALIFORNIA 


_--—- = 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Film portraying California history 
from the Spanish regime to the 
Frisco Fair of 1939 will be the first 
picture on Walter Wanger’s program 
for 1938-39 season. It will be filmed 
in technicolor, Grover Jones, who 
has been gathering material for the 
narrative for the past five years, has 
done the screen play. (Jones next 
shifts over to Metro), Charles Boyer, 
Madeleine Carroll, Sylvia Sidney, 
Joan Bennett and Henry Fonda have 
been set for cast. 

Much of the picture will be made 
on actual locations on estimated 
shooting sked of six months, 


BURNS’ PERSONALS SET 
BACK BY ‘FARGO’ CHORE | 








The Paramount home office wanted 
Bob Burns for personal appearances 
but can’t have him now that he’s 
being shoved into ‘Wells-Fargo,’ 
Frank Lloyd production, Bid for 
him was made on top of Martha 
Raye’s big biz at the Par, N. Y., do- 
ing $56,000 the first week and $50.- 
000 on her holdover ending last 
night (Tuesday). She is at the Met, 
Boston, this week and after playing 
Chicago, Chicago followed by Michi- 
gan, Detroit, returns to the Coast for 
picture work, 

Burns may be arranged for later, 
but was desired now on top of Miss 
Raye’s personals and their picture, 
‘Mountain Music,’ currently on re- 





lease. 


Adding Machine Broke Down, So No 
Score Yet on Pic Mob’s Charity Game 


— - 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

Joe E, Brown’s Gas House Gang 
and Robert Taylor’s Blood Sweating 
Behemoths played a ball game in 
front of 30,000 persons at Wrigley 
Field last Saturday (17). A number 
of theories are in evistence regard- 
ing the score but they're none of 
them the same. Before that can be 
determined the following technicali- 
ties must be gone through: 

Price, Waterhouse & Co. have to 


compute the runs and hits and 
they’re out of luck because they 
broke all their adding machines 


counting the errors. 

U. S. Supreme Court has to de- 
cide whether Georgie Jessel trying to 
tag Andy Devine at third base was 
assault and battery or mere mayhem. 

Santa Fe Railroad accused Joe E. 
Brown of stealing the Grand Canyon 
and putting it in his mouth. 

Three Ritz Bros. were grabbed by 
attendants from the Patton nuthouse 
armed with butterfly nets and their 
eligibility has to be decided. 

A refugee who escaped the ball- 
park the same night said the Gas 
Housers were ahead 63 to 45 at the 
time he lost consciousness. But he 
thought he was scoring backgam- 
mon, 

Game had a number of minor cas- 
ualties. Vic Orsatti was shot steal- 

(Continued on page 68) 


HAYWARD SPLIT 
WITH SELZNICK 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Partnership of Myron Selznick and 
Leland Hayward was dissolved last 
week with Hayward readying his 








| own office to open in Beverly Hills 


Aug. 2 and Selznick planning to 
launch New York headquarters. 

Relationship had lasted nine years. 
Allen Simpson goes over from Selz- 
nick to the Hayward organization 
and James Cowan joins Hayward 
from general managership of Walter 
Wanger' Productions. Hay ward's 
N. Y. office will continue to repre- 
sent Selznick pro tem, 


2 ADDED AT RKO TO 
SHARE MUSIC LOAD 


Hollywood, July 20. 











Battle From Smallie Agents Seen 
As Coast l0%ers Org Gets Charter’ 





Hollywood, July 20. 
With a copy of its articles of in- 
corporation filed in the Los Angeles 
Hall of Records, the Artists Man- 
agers’ Guild is preparing to call a 
meeting to pass ona constitution and 


by-laws and to draft an invitation 
for agents to join. 
Incorporation articles state pur- 


pose of organization is: 

‘To establish, maintain and ad- 
vance high ethical standards in the 
conduct of the occupation of artists’ 
representatives and managers and to 
foster better understanding among 
persons engaged in such occupation 
and to that end to establish and pro- 
mulgate canons of ethics, rules and 
regulations of conduct and to en- 
force compliance with the same; to 
protect and safeguard the interests 
of agents, artists and producers by 
fostering a high standard of integrity 
and honor. 

‘For the purpose of these articles 
of incorporation, an artists’ manager 
|is defined as one who engages in the 
occupation of securing employment 
‘for artists, directors and others ren- 





| 


ing as principais in all branches of | 
the entertainment business, including | 
the promotion of motion pictures, 
theatrical productions, vaudeville 
productions, radio broadcasts, phono- 
graph recording, and 
broadcasts, and in all forms and me- 
dia of entertainment which now ex- 
ists or may hereafter be used, devel- 
oped, invented or discovered, and in 


librettos and other literary and mu- 
sical compositions.’ 
It was reported voting qualifica- 


termined by earnings of agents, with 
year having a full vote. This may be 


changed, however as many smaller 
agents are opposed to the plan and 


| biggies. 
Incorporators and directors are: 





Myron Selznick, M. C. Levee, H. E 
| Edington, John McCormick, Charles 
K. Feldman, John Hyde, Phil Berg, 
Frank Orsatti, Zeppo Marx, William 
|B. Hawks, Morris Small, Sam Jaffe 


dering executive services or appear- ; and Leland Hayward. 


television | 
| 
| 
| 


securing the sale or providing for the | 
use of manuscripts, scenarios, lyrics, | 


those earning $100,000 or more per | 


have intimated they would not come | 
'in unless given voting power as the 


Dave Dreyer, head of RKO’s musi- 
cal production department, has 
signed Russell Bennett, composer- 
arranger, and Frank Tours, music 
director, to term pacts. 

Studio, facing heaviest musical 
schedule in its history, was compelled 
to enlarge its scope in the musie 
end. Part of extension program 
okayed by S. J. Briskin was picking 
up the option of Roy Webb, musie 
director. 





Play May Lure Themes 
From Guild Sec. Post 


July 20. 





Holly wood, 

Kenneth Thomson will bow out 

as executive secretary of Screen 

Actors Guild if he draws the lead 

in the Broadway production of ‘Su- 
san and God.’ 

Resignation will not be submitted 


tions in the organization will be de- | 10 SHFSENERS fe WOKE; URE he Gals & 


definite agreement 
ducers, he said. 


With stage pro- 





Speed Up‘ Bb 


Hollywood, July 20 
Second unit of 20th-Fox’s ‘Ali 
Baba Goes to Town’ (Eddie Cantor's 


». | first for 20th) has been placed under 


to speed up the film. Tinling films 
!'mob scenes while David Butler 
' handles the principals. 

Laurence Schwab is producing. 


|to speed charge of James Tinling 
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Pix Buyers Fighting 
Deals; Carefully Surveying All 
Product Before Committments 


Shy on New 





_— 


Leading buyers of film are pres- 
ently making very careful surveys of 
the product of the various majors, 
sizing the pictures up from every 
angle in preparation for what looks 
like the battle of the century be- 
iween distributors and _ theatres. 


Meantime, the summer is dragging 
on and deals that have been man- 
aged so far are scarce and mostly 
unimportant. 

Negotiations are on in certain 
cases, but because of the demands 
for higher rentals and changes in 
the bracketing of pictures offered, 
no one is in a hurry to sign up for 
the coming season, Pending a com- 
plete analysis of product, most big 
buyers have not indicated what they 
will do, although making it clear 
that the distributors may expect to 
find a fight on their hands this year. 
Additionally, the competition be- 
tween the distributors is going to 
be keener than ever before, it is 
predicted. Due to the fact that 
there may be much trouble getting 
accounts to sign contracts at higher 
terms, it will remain for the in- 
dividual sales manager to exercise 
discretion in deciding just how far 
to bend. The demand for five-year 
franchises and decision of sales 
chiefs whether they shall be granted, 
a compromise made for three years 
or nothing but one-season deals 
made, will figure. 

Exaggerated Pix Costs? 

From the buyer’s side, a point 
that very likely will be stressed, 
based on advance discussions, is that 
statements regarding higher costs of 
production and studio operation are 
largely an exaggeration which may 
enable distribs to exact higher 
rentals. Most buyers can lay out 
various pictures of high cost, also, 
and show through detailed statisti- 
cal records just what their percent- 
age rating is as profit-makers for 
the theatres. Some of these records 
are a bit startling and place far 
from the top certain very costly 
productions on which high rentals 
terms have been paid. 


Girding for the biggest free-for- 
all they have had to date with sales 
organizations, the buyers may also 
iry to blast the theory of dis- 
tributors that economical forces 
which make it necessary for pic- 
tures to get higher rentals also mean 
that admissions must be raised. The- 
atre operators can point to actual 
instances where box office scales 
have been tilted and the results 
have been damaging. 


Dangers of Tilting Prices 


Such cases where a dangerous 
increase of admissions might be at- 
tempted in an effort to meet rising 
costs of picture product could also 
react unfavorably to the distrib- 
utors, it is pointed out. If a picture 
is on percentage and the public 
stays away from the theatre be- 
cause of increased scales, going to 
a competitor who hasn’t tilted, the 


‘Souls at Sea’ Set Back 


PAR-CRITERION, N. Y., 
DEAL LOOKS ALL SET 


Deal under which Paramount 
would become actively interested in 
the operation of the Criterion under 
a partnership with the Harry L. 
Charnas-B. S. Moss combination, is 
well in the works and may be closed 
at any minute. Agreement would 
be for a term and possibly for the 
remainder of the lease held by 
Charnas and Moss, which is 20 years. 





At $2 Until Aug. 4 in N.Y. 


‘Souls at Sea,’ longer delayed than 
Paramount had anticipated, with | 
cost having gone well over $1,000,000, 
is further set back at the Globe, 
N. Y. its $2 opening postponed from 
July 28 to Aug. 4. Other Par pix 
that are on release for August must 
go out first. 

Unlikely that ‘Souls’ will be road- 
shown except in New York with 
release possibly in September. 


PAR - LOEW - MG 
DICKER NEW 





Negotiations are being carried on 
by the Par distribution department 
which seeks the Criterion as a first 
run for pictures not needed by the 
Par, N. Y., as well as for films which 
may play the Broadway Par two or 
three weeks but go an additional 
week at the Crit before sent to sub- 
sequent runs. That might be done 
with such pictures as ‘Easy Living’ 
which can’t stay a third week at the 
N. Y. Par because Martha Raye 
isn’t held over. 


Par pictures not booked for the 
Par, N. Y., up to recently had been 
going into the Rialto first run but 
since a disagreement with Arthur 
Mayer, they have been sold to the 
Crit, including ‘Make Way for To- 
morrow, ‘Train From Madrid,’ 


| ‘Great Gambini’ and ‘Midnight Ma- 


donna’ (current). 








DEALS 





with the Loew circuit for renewal 
of latter’s franchise on Par pictures 
calling for all of the product in 
Greater New York and in other 
cities where not in conflict with 
Par’s own houses. Prior to last 
season Loew’s and RKO in New 
York had been splitting the Par 
product. ‘ 

Neil F. Agnew, v.p., in charge of 
sales for Par, is sitting in with other 
Par distributidn men on the deal. 

So far dealings between Metro and 
the Par circuit people have not 
started. Par is a heavy customer of 
MG product throughout the country. 

Kansas City, July 20. 

Republic has sold its 1937-38 pro- 
gram to the Sproule circuit in Kan- 
sas and to Jefferson Amusement Co., 
leading chain in western Texas. 
Jefferson is in partnership with 
Paramount. 


LOOKS ALL SET NOW FOR 
20TH’S ROXY TAKEOVER 


Carlos Israel's threat of last week 
to foreclose on Roxy theatre (N. Y.) 
goldnote holders, unless they ac- 
cepted the reorganization plan, pro- 
duced quick results Friday (16) 
when Edward K. Hanlon, attorney 
for the noteholders, informed Fed- 
eral Judge Francis G. Caffey that ac- 
ceptances totalling $1,283,300 had 
been received. This is more than the 
necessary two-thirds required under 
Section 77b of the bankruptcy law 
in order for the plan to become ef- 
fective. 

With this difficulty washed up. 
Judge Caffey will sign the formal 
order approving the plan next Fri- 














{ 
Paramount has opened negotiations 1 


day (23). At that time, the Court 
will take up the salary claim of 
$4,200 of Ted Healy owed to him for 
a week’s engagement in 1932. Also 
to be ironed out will be the contract 
claim of $28,636 filed by Artce, a 
Fanchon & Marco subsid. 

It is expected that on Friday all 
obstacles tending to delay 20th-Fox 
from assuming control of the Roxy 
for the next 20 years will be out of 
the way. Judge Caffey will decide 
then what action will be taken on 
claims already filed against Howard 
S. Cullman, the outgoing trustee. 


distrib suffers with the exhibitor. 
Even if all theatres in any given 
situation upped prices, then it 
might be that fewer persons would 
be enabled to see pictures, 


The tendency among buyers, in- 
cluding independents, is to wait to 
see what happens but in the mean- 
time product is being very carefully 
studied, plus policies and the ap- 
proximate demands that may be 
expected of the leading companies. 
In view of the fact that the 1936-37 
season is soon coming to an end, 
deals must be made in the very near | 
future to relieve the nervousness 
over the situation that is being | 
caused by the delay. Some com- | 
panies will begin releasing their new 








Sonja Looks Ahead 


Sonja Henie, 


champ skater and 


product Aug. 1, others around Aug. | 20th-Fox star, is due in from the | 


15. That is only weeks off,. yet all | Coast this week. 
over the country accounts are stall-| tion and biz visit. 
ing and it may be that exhibitors She expects to look over tentative 
will have to start picking up what | possibilities of extended ice carni- 
pictures they can during August | val engagements along Atlantic sea- 
until fighting negotiations over con- board next winter. 

tracts are settled. 


It will be a vaca- 





Customer lists of the various com- | 
panies may change a lot this year in JUNIOR LASKY’S ORIG 
case old accounts leave producer- Hollywood, July 20. 
distribs they have dealt with for | Emanuel Cohen has assigned Jesse 
years due to inability to reach deals | L. Lasky, Jr., to write an untitled 
and switch to competitors. There | original for Major Productions. 
also may be much selling away by Lasky recently returned 
distribs in an effort to force pictures | completing a scripting ticket 
through. ' Gaumont-British. 


from 
with 


AMUSEMENT ISSUES 


UP IN WEEK’S MOVES 


Following a miniature bull move 
ate last week, picture company is- 
sues again shot upwards in yester- 
day’s (Tues.) stock market. Major 
portion of concerted rise with 
amusement shares came in the final 
hour of trading, greatly increased 
volume enabling many to wind up 
with gains of 1 to 9 points. Warners 
and Paramount stocks led move. 


Paramount first preferred was the 
sensational performer with 9-point 
climb to 159. Par common also was 
extremely active, lifting 1% points 
to 23, highest point in current move. 
Second preferred was unchanged. 
Twentieth-Fox preferred advanced 
1% to 46, while common was up 
nearly a point at 37. Loew common 
gained one point at 8244, only 2 
points from year’s best prices. 

Others to advance one point or 
more were Columbia Pix common 
and Eastman Kodak common, latter 
registering new high for year. War- 





peak for present move: RKO went 
to 8%. 








Variety Talent ae 


(Continued from page 3) 








ably will not be known until the 
first of next week. 
‘Merry-Go-Round’ stars Phil Regan 
but Cab Calloway’s band and num- 
erous musical faves and radio stars 
would be used in it from the east. 
Reasons swaying Republic towards 
eastern production are availability 
of musical comedy artists, radio, 
vaudeville and night club entertain- 
ers, name bands, etc. This, plus the 


tries, which in turn also has a heavy 
interest in Republic, makes the move 
a logical production cost-saving plan. 

Republic, along with other film 
companies, has learned that signatur- 
ing players and artists to a one- 
picture pact, without further obliga- 
tion, in addition to the saving in 
transportation to the Cgast and de- 
lay waiting for production to begin, 
represents a considerable _ saving. 
With the company taking advantage 
of its own controlled studio facili- 





dling short feature demand left 
| available plenty of spots for feature 
| work. 

Method used in transporting reg- 
ular production unit from Holly- 
wood employed when eastern peo- 


| ple and organizations were shot for | 
‘The Hit Parade’ probably would be 


| used excepting that eastern camera- 
‘men would be added to the unit. 

Surprising returns 
|tained on ‘Hit Parade’ in 
| every spot outside of N. Y. 
sponsible for the company’s urge to 
do more musicals. Of the total, five 
will be larger. de luxe musicals, 
while four others will be smaller 


nearly 


sic ‘subordinated to the plot. 
way the radio and musical 


The 
names 


ported to have opened the eyes of 
officials on possibilities of cashing 
in. Only catch apparently was large 
cost incorporated in such films. This 
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Lefty Goes to Dallas to Get Some 
Showmanship Ideas for His Jomt 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 
Dallas, July 20. 
Dear Joe: 

I suppose you're surprised to hear I'm down here in Dallas. Well, te 
tell you the truth, I am too. But I thought maybe I had g good propo- 
sition down here that’s why I hopped in my car and ran down, A guy 
here wrote me in answer to my ad that he wanted to exchange a coiton 
plantation for our theatre. Aggie said we don’t know nothin’ about a plan- 
tation, except we can black up, play banjo and do the essence. I told her 
there’s a lot of dough in cotton and she sez we'd have to sell a lot of cotion 
to make any kind of dough because she can get a big spool of it for a 
nickle. You know how sarcastic Aggie can get. Well anyway I ran down 
to talk to this bird. Boy, I wish you’d a seen what he calls a plantation. 
There was nothin’ on it; he said it’s all plowed under and his house was 
worse looking than the dressing rooms in Shenandoah. I figgered he was a 
farmer and maybe would be a sap and give me a good swap. Well boy, I 
counted my fingers after I shook his hand goodbye. If vaudeville was 
back I’d put him in the agency business—he’d own a circuit in no time. 
Aggie was right—just a woman’s institution. They seem to sense things, 

I’m glad in a way I come down here because it give me a chance to see 
the Exposition. It’s swell. The lighting is beautiful and I met a lot of my 
old pals. George Marshall, the rich laundry man from Washington, is 
the head of entertainment and did a swell job. Tony Sanford and George 
Faulkner from the Thompson agency passed me in to see the Rudy Vallee 
broadcast and it was swell. Two thousand people in the Casino. They 
opened up with ‘Working On The Railroad’ and everybody stood up. I 
thought there was a railroad convention so I stood up too, and come to 
| find out it’s the Texas national anthem—they call it ‘The Eyes of Texas 
| Are Upon You.’ Gov. Allred was there and he made Vallee a Lieutenant. 
| He’s already a Navy Commander, so in case of war he won’t know which 
| way to go. Fay Wray and Richard Cromwell did a swell skit. Corinne 
| Griffith, who is Mrs. Marshall, told how tough it is to be a busy woman 
and did a swell job of it. Joe Cook was a riot, Casino Gauchos and Jack 
Arthur sang swell, and a local guy by the name of Hal Thompson did a 
swell job of commercial announcing. A grand night. 

Then we went to see the sights and we hit the Gay 90’s, a real honky- 
tonk of the old days. Roy Fox is the m.e. and does a grand job. Grant 
Gardner, the bell-ringer, murders ‘em. McConnell & Moore, club jugglers, 
are the best I’ve seen in years. A great quartet and Mrs. Fox ind her 
daughter in a sister act are swell. Show is closed by the Thundering 
Herd, four gals that weigh three tons among ’em, but with plenty of sense 
of humor. Then we went to ‘Murder In The Red Barn,’ where Neeley 
Edwards is the m.c. He got a big statue made of bronze for being the most 
popular entertainer at the Exposition. Some guy ought to ‘discover’ this 
bird because he’s got plenty on the ball. 

Then we went to see the soccer game between the Argentines ad the 
United States boys. I only watched about 20 minutes of it and wanted to 
give up my citizenship. Boy! what they did to the U. S. boys was a shame. 
I saw the Casino show with Stan Kavanaugh, 3 Sailors, Chester Hale Girls, 
Gauchos, Art Jarrett and a dance team whose name I forgot, but every- 
body was swell and Rudy Vallee and his boys played the dance music. 

And do they go for that guy! 

So you see, Joe, I was glad I came down. It gave me great ideas how to 








ner Bros. common went to 15, new | 


fact that Biograph Studios, Inc., is | 
owned by Consolidated Film Indus- | 


run my little place up at Coolacres—in a smaller way. I suppose when I 
tell Aggie about the Exposition she’d say it was just a swollen c.-rnival, 
but she’s a little sore because she couldn't come. 

Been reading in the papers about the burlesqye people putting on clothes 
and going into vaudeville. They sure picked out a helluva time to put 
clothes on. 

Give my best to the boys and girls who are greasing up their acts for 
the fall. SEZ 


—————— 


Your Pal, 

Lefiy. 

| BP. S. They are trying to find a mercury that will go over 120 in a ther- 
_mometer to use down here. 





WB's 39-Week Statement 
Best Since the Depresh 


tion; capital stock, 100 shares, no par; | With earnings of $1.42 per com- 
permiited to issue all. Directors: Mar- | ; 
tin Gang, Howard Lang, Leonard Gold- mon share and net operating profit 


} 


stein, Lew Golder, Robert E. Kopp and of more than $3,000,000 in excess of 


May P. Baumgartner. i 

Hawalian Paradise, Inc.; capital stock, | comparable period in 1936, Warner 
sectors: | Witiem A. Calhoun, George W. | Bros. and 
a . . c. Ss 21e, 4 * H 

eee. Se Se OM of Ts & statement for 39-week period end- 
capital stock, $100.000, none subscribed. | ; s : 
Directors: James M. Irvine, Jr.. Clinton | Ing May 29 this year was easily the 





Incorporations 








Sacramento. | 


| 
| 
| 
CALIFORNIA | 


900 shares, no par, none subscribed. Di- | a . 
subsidiaries earnings 
Columbia Artists of California, Ine.; | 




















ties, this is further enhanced. Dwin- | 


is re- | 


musical films or those with the mu- | 


clicked on this other feature is re- | 


la Tourette, Arthur J. O'Keefe, Fred- | most glowing one to. come from the 
erick N. Edwards, Lauren M Wright, | 4s 
et al, company since depression era. 
| Warner Bros, net operating profit, 
TEXAS afier deducting all charges including 
de . Austin. amortization, depreciation and 
| Big Spring Theatres, Ine.. Bie Spring: ‘ 
| capital stock, $19,000.  Incorporaters: ,_nOrmal Federal income taxes, but 
| H. B. Robb, J. Y. Robt i Mrs. Isabel | . : 
a | scarcatenes Henare *" | without deductions for federal sur- 
Val Verde Theatres, Ine., Val Verde: , . . . : 
eaghtel Sinek, 98,008; Tobarporetern: taxes on undistributed earnings, to- 


Christi; capital stock, $15,000. Incor- 
porators: H. B. Robb, E. H. Rowley and 
B. lL. Collins, 





H. B. Robb, KE. H. Rowley and F. J. Poag. | 
Corpus Christi Theatres, Ine.,. Corpus | 


Concho Theatres,. Ine., San Angelo: 
capital stock, $15,000. Incorporators: 
H. B. Robb, GC. V. Jones and E 
Rowley. | 

Pioneer Theatre Co., Prairieville: the- 
| atres; capital stock, $3,000 Incorpora- 
| tors: Mark Hamilton, T. G. Hamilton, 
| N. IL, Jones. 


Foreign Permits 
| Consolidated Radio Artists, Ine... New 


York; theatre: capital stocks $5.000 
Texas office, Dalias. Agent: William 
. Rubush, 

Amendments 
Monogram Pictures, Ine., Dallas: mer 
chandise; name changed from Amity 


Film Exchange, Inc. 





already ob-. 


may be solved via the eastern setup. 
with cost per picture held down to 
$500,000 to $600,000. 

Bill Saal, who heads the talent- 
story division in the east, probably 
will have his staff enlarged if pres- 
ent plans are carried through. 

Tipoff on plans was the recent 
abolishment of Republic studio pub- 
licity department. With eastern pro- 
duction on the big money features 
| and principal films on coming sea- 
| son’s lineup, material is 

first hand in N. Y. 


talled $5,561,032 for the 39 weeks. 
This is rated a hefty increase from 
the net of $2,554,772 after similar 
charges in comparable period iast 
year. 

Net profit from operations in the 
39-week period this year, before any 
of usual deductions, amounted to 
$10,907,064. The net operating profit 
in excess of $5,561,000 is equal to 
$1.42 on each of the 3,701,080 shares 
of common outstanding and to $53.93 
on each of 103,107 preferred shares 
outstand ng. Company reported divi- 
dends in arrears on the preferred 
on June 1 this year totalled $20.21 
per share. 

Net income was figured after a de- 
duction of $18,807,754 for amortiza- 
tion of film cost including deprecia- 
iion of studio properties but before 
other income and charges. Amorti- 
zation and depreciation of properties 
other than $716,163 for studio prop- 
erties charged to film costs brought 
a deduction of $3,579,869. 

Interest expense of $3,445,166 was 
the next largest deductible jiem. 
Company set aside $1,050,000 for 


normal federal income taxes. Warner 
‘-ble | Bros. deficit as of May 29 was listed 
| as $4,576,031, 
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Studio Labor Situash Easing Off, 


Makeups, Stylists Reach Agreement 





| 
Hollwood, July 20. 


Studio labor problems appeared | 
much nearer a solution this week | 
as makeup artists and hair stylists | 
reached agreement with producers | 
on working conditions and hours, and | 
the painters and laborers secured | 
aid of William Bioff in negotiations 
for wage tilt and union shop. Bioff 
is Coast head of International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employes 
and personal representative of Pres- 
ident George Browne. 


Makeups have agreed on 60-hour | 
week for key men, with first make- | 
ups, assistants and apprentices work- 
ing 48 hours. They are now seeking 
time and a half for overtime. Hair 
stylists want tilt from $55 and $60 
a week to $70 and $75. 

Metro and Warners apparently 
have abandoned demands for union 
cards to be issued to painters hired 
during May strike. Motion Picture 
Painters Local 644 has refused to 
approve applications of 35 men and 
served notice on studios strike will 
be called if any attempt is made to 
give non-union men work. Painters 
are now negotiating for pay up from 
$7 per day to $8 for day workers; $9 
for those on night shift, and $10 for 
graveyard shift. Producers have 
offered flat 10 per cent increase. 

Painters were told that IATSE and 
other crafts recently given 10 per 
cent hike would not stand for paint- 
ers receiving title of more than 10 
per cent. Herbert Sorrell, business 
representative of painters, secured 
support of Bioff, who notified pro- 
ducers he would approve any in- 
crease given painters. 

Bioff and Joseph Marshall, inter- 
national v.p. of Studio Utility Em- 
ployes Local 724, are negotiating in 
effort to fixe line of job demarca- 
tion between grips and laborers. 

Fight between United Scenic 
Artsts Local 621, Society of Mo- 
tion Picture Set Designers and 
IATSE for jurisdiction of studio 
draftsmen continues, Producers have 
re to negotiate contract with 

ocal 621 until jurisdiction dispute is 
settled. 

Screen Directors Guild completed 
Organization last week and an- 
nounced attempt would be made to 
negotiate pact directly with Asso- 
ciation of Motion Picture Producers, 
instead of dealing with labor con- 
tact office maintained by major 
studios, 

Artists Managers Guild also had 
incorporation papers filed at Sac- 
ramento and appointed executive 
committee to draft construction and 
by-laws. Invitation will be issued 
to all agents to affiliate, provided 

hey are willing to comply with 
ethical code to be established by 
Guild, 








306 in Move to Unionize 
N.Y. Indie Houses 100% 


Various small independent film 
houses in the Greater New York 
sector which unions have never 
bothered about organizing, discov- 
ered Monday (19) that a drive is be- 
ing launched by Local 306, Moving 
Picture Machine Operators of N. Y., 
to unionize their booths. Without 
warning, Local 306 detailed pickets 
to nine of these houses Monday noon 


= 





(19) as a starter and before the day 
Was over, one of them, the Haven, | 
Brooklyn, decided to recognize the | 
Ops. 

Following that settlement, the 
pickets at the Haven were shifted | 
to the Community in Queens. Other | 
houses suffering the visitation of 306 
pickets are the Florence, Schuyler, | 
Arden and Manhattan, ail in New| 
York, and the Winthrop, Regent, | 
Eagle and Bobby in Brooklyn. The | 
total number of houses which have | 
been ignored in the past and have) 
been free to continue as non-union 
Operations totals around 20. 

Under the present drive 306 hopes | 
to bring these houses all in for com- | 
plete 100% unionization in Greater 
New York, with exception of 
theatres, numbering under 50, which 
employ Empire men. Whether or 
not 306 and Empire will ever merge | 
is still a moot question following | 
Collapse of revived negotiations re- | 
cently looking to such a finale, | 





| 





TAKES IN PLENTY 


Assoc, Film Audiences in Attack on 
Several Groups 








Attack on the Knights of Colum- 
bus, American Legion, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Elks and Legion of 
Valor is made by Associated Film 
Audiences in its July film survey. 
Associated is a progressive group 
agitating for ‘worthwhile’ films of 
‘social consciousness.’ 

Survey charges the organizations 
named are opposing the showing of 
‘Spain in Flames’ as part of a ‘joint 
campaign against subversive films 


| which are calculated to undermine 


the government and constitution of 
the United States.’ States that such 
pix as ‘Black Legion,’ ‘Fury,’ ‘Win- 
terset,’ ‘The Wave’ and many issues 
of ‘March of Time’ would be ‘affected 
by this attitude.’ 

Also declares that the ‘number of 
films glorifying the military this 
year already exceeds the- production 
of other years.’ Lists the number as 
11 so far this year, as against eight 
in 1934, 10 in 1935 and eight in 1936. 


Blank Huddling 
In N. Y. with Par 
On Final Deal 


A. H. Blank, Paramount operator- 
partner in the midwest, and his son, 
Myron, are in New York conferring 
with Y. Frank Freeman, Leon Netter 
and others, with the possibility good 
that on this trip details may be com- 
pleted looking to a permanent part- 
nership between Blank and Par. In 
addition to discussing this matter, 
the Blanks are checking on product. 

Blank-Par partnership may be set 
up so that it can go before the board 
for approval at the next meeting 
Thursday (29), an extension of the 
old arrangement having been made 
for one month when the directors 
last met. Under the proposed new 
agreement, the buy-back privilege 
which Par holds on the theatres in 
Blank’s Tri-States chain in Illinois, 
Iowa and Nebraska would be elimi- 
nated and Blank made a 50% perma- 
nent owner of the houses with Par. 

Proposal under consideration also 
embraces the inclusion in a 50-50 
ownership deal of a group of houses 
which Blank now controls with 
others, outside of Par. This group 
is known as the Central States cir- 
cuit and includes houses in the II- 
linois, Iowa and Nebraska territory 
that are not in conflict with the 
Blank-Par string. 


NLRB TO ARBITRATE 
PIX SCRIBES MATTER 


Hollywood, July 20. 

National Labor Relations Board 
has authorized Dr. Towne Nylander, 
regional director of the NLRB, to 
hold hearing on the petition of the 
Screen Writers’ Guild to be named 
exclusive bargaining representative 
for all screen writers. 

Meeting has been tentatively set 
for Sept. 1. Screen Playwrights, 
Inc., who have contracts with pro- 
ducers, will be permitted to inter- 
vene and participate at hearing. 
After the hearing Nylander will de- 
fine Screen Writers av4 if evidence 
warrants holding election of writers 
to select a bargaining representative 
under collective bargaining clause of 














| the Wagner act, Nylander will make 


such recommendations to the NLRB 
in Washington. 


Here Comes Pol, Pitt 
Hollywood, July 20. 





Option of Polly Rawles was al- | 


lowed to lapse by Universal. 
Socialite has gone back to Pitts- 
burgh, 


. 


PROS AND CONS ON 
RIX INFLUENCE 


National Findings That the 
Customer Paying at the 
B. O. Decides for Himself 
—Motion Picture Criti- 
cism’s Value Governed 
Chiefly by Amount of 
Newspaper Circulation— 
Instances of Rave Notices 
Not Helping Pix to Any 
Great Extent 





PANS NO DETERRENT 





The average readers in key cities 
peruse newspaper film criticisms to 
learn what the picture is all about. 
But the opinions of reviewers may 
or may not sway the reading public, 


depending on whether the person 
finds something in the daily paper 
summary to convince him he should 
see the feature. That is the way 
newspaper criticism is sized up in 
the trade. Veteran exhibitors, after 
contacting theatre men throughout 
the nation, have concluded that 9 
out of 10 who read seek information 
as to the type of screen vehicle, 
who’s in it, the individuals responsi- 
ble for the film story, director and 
possible treatment of topic. Their 
summary revealed that the average 
picture house patrons will go for a 
picture even if it is panned; ad- 
versely, when praised. Deciding fac- 
tor is whether data on picture indi- 
cates the feature possesses something 
they desire to see, 

Personal whims of critical gentry 
are fairly well known to newspaper 
customers, and generally overlooked. 
Blast against a film by New York 
critics may hurt it in the metro- 
politan territory, but often this has 
no infiuence on its box office, local 
and national, if the picture has what 
it takes. 

An angle that in the past has baf- 
fled critics is the manner in which 
the public sometimes ignores either 
raves or pans. The recent check 
indicates that this is due to the ten- 
dency on the part of the reading 
populace to decide for itself regard- 
less. 

Instances of this were numerous. 
‘Night Must Fall’ was singled out 
because reviewers gave rave notices, 
praise being especially high for its 
technical perfection. Yet the descrip- 
tion of the story prompted the public 
to stay away in marked numbers. 
They discerned something in plot 


(Continued on page 27) 
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Am. Seating Up 5007 


Net profit of American Seating Co. 
for the quarter ended June 30 was 
five times greater than the same 
three-month period in 1936. Indi- 
cated net was $100,990, after all 
charges, against $20,519 in the June 
quarter last year. The quarterly 
earnings this year were equal to 45c. 
per share. 

For the six months ending last 
month, company had a net profit of 
$201,886, equal to 9lc. per share, 
against only $23,439 for the first half 
of 1936. 


$132,781 LEGAL 
BILL IN BKLYN 
FOX REORG 


Reorganization of the Flatbush- 
Nevins Corp., owners of the Fox 
Fabian theatre in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
was given the final touch Friday 
(16) when Federal Judge William 
Bondy signed service claim allow- 
ances totalling $132,781, Those ben- 
efiting by the awards were attorneys 
representing the various bondhold- 
ers’ groups and the Continental 
Bank & Trust Co., trustee. 

Among those receiving the allow- 
ances and the amounts were: Inde- 
pendent Bondholders’ Committee, 
$19,367; Continental Bank & Trust 
Co., $10,139 as depository and trus- 
tee; Garey & Garey, bondholders 
attorneys, $47,000; J. F. Gillis, also 
an attorney, $13,500; Reavis & Pan- 
teleone, attorneys for Si Fabian, 
who takes over the management of 
the theatre, $7,000; Wise, Shepherd, 
Houghton & Hoffman, attorney for 
Continental, $10,500; Louis Lorence, 
referee, $997, and Lowensohn & 
Lorence, $15,000. 

The Continental was directed by 
Judge Bondy to pay the claims, 


Gillham West 


Bob Gillham is leaving for the 
Coast tomorrow (Thursday), under 
plans, going out prior to return of 
Chris Dunphy, studio  publicity- 
director head, who won't be back 
from Europe for two weeks or more. 

Gillham wants to be on the 
ground in time for the opening of 
‘High, Wide and Handsome’ at the 

















Carthay Circle, L. A., tentatively set 
for July 28. 





Unionization of Ushers, Etc,, in D.C 


Bewilders Em All; 


Chains Don't Care 


Washington, July 20. 
Organization of ushers, cashiers 
and doormen, being undertaken by 
joint committee of stage hands and 
motion picture operators, appears 


ask for advice. Many are flatly re- 


'fusing to talk about it in view of 


Wagner Act and employees, accus- 


| tomed to heart-to-heart talks with 
| their bosses, don’t know whether to 
| get mad at employers or the union 


assured here following meeting held | or the law—and wind up sore at all 


Friday (16) at which approximately 
225 representatives of major chain 
houses’ staffs attended. It is general- 
ly admitted drive, which has been 
under way several weeks, now has 
about 90% of chief spots signed up. 








three. 

All but about 40 of these at first 
organization meeting paid part on 
their dues and elected temporary of- 
ficers. It is understood they will ap- 
ply for charter, referred to as Class 


WB, Loew and RKO officials here | B to differentiate it from regular 


maintaining strictly it’s-up-to-the- 


employes attitude and general im- | 


stagehand and operator charters. 
Negro porters were organized first 





pression is they are prepared for after long drive and granted charter 
unionization to go through. Indies | two weeks ago. Unionization in that 
haven't felt intensive drive yet and| branch was considered easier in 
some worry over what will happen if | view of fact that Capital was pioneer | 
organized employes demand substan- | eight years ago in organizing Negro 
tial wage increases where margin of | motion picture operators who have 





profit is precarious. Put ’em on spot | strong outfit and spread the word 
where employer-employe relation-| among their own fellows. Total of | 
ship has been on personal basis and | 127 signed up, which is strong ma- 
the kids troupe is bewildered and | jority. 


Eastern office of the Screen Actors’ 
Guild Monday (19) signatured all 10 
players Metro is using in shooting 
location material at West Point for 
‘Rosalie.’ All took out junior mem- 
berShips, with M-G-M cooperating. 

While SAG officials were not in- 
clined to view the action as espe- 
cially significant because Metro is 
signatory to the producer-actor pact 
on the Coast, it was important in 
that it rnore or less broke the ice for 
a major company employing more 
than one or two actors in th: New 
York area. 

Screen Actors’ Guild expects to 
have several leading producers, of 
commercial films on the dotted line 
in the next week or 10 days. Or- 
ganization had two members work- 
ing in recent location and process 
shots being taken in and about New 
York City. One was ‘The Big City’ 
and the other was an untitled film 
with process stuff being taken on 
the East River. 

Members of SAG in New York 
office made it clear this week that 
Actors’ Equity members can’t work 
at any studio in this office’s jurisdic- 
tion, tabbed as being on the unfair 
list, without being liable to disci- 
pline. 

In this connection, officials of Guild 
stated yesterday (Tuesday) that all 
studios in the N. Y. territory not 
signatory to the SAG-producer basic 
minimum agreement of 1937 will be 
placed on the organization’s unfair 
list. This means that no member of 
SAG, Equity or British Actors’ 
Equity can work for any of these 
studios or producers shooting at these 
studios without risk of discipline 
from their organization. 

While not a great amount of diffi- 
culty is anticipated in getting neces- 
sary pacts signed with major out- 
fits and many leading producers of 
commercial and industrial shorts, 
several obstacles apparently loom 
for the SAG with independent pro- 
ducers operating in the east. 

The reason some Guild officers an- 
ticipate the most opposition from 
this source is that there is a wide 
gap on some wages and overtime. 
Thus a preliminary check revealed 
that one producer was paying only 
$7.50 for dress extras, asking for 
three changes of them and working 
them from 7:30 o’clock in the morn- 
ing until midnight with little or no 
overtime in evidence. 

In contrast, the Guild requires 
$16.50 daily wage for this type of 
extra for an eight-hour day and pro- 
vision for overtime. 


EASTERN LENSERS WIN A 
POINT ON ‘ROSALIE’ PIC 


Local 644 of the International 
Photographers’ national won a par- 
tial victory this week from Metro 
by obtaining placement of one 
cameraman from this union on 
‘Rosalie’ location shots being made 
at West Point. Unit, which is headed 
by Walter Strohm, has two lensmen, 
the other one being from the Coast. 
Charles Harten, member of 644, went 
on the job Monday (19) when first 
production at the Point began. 

Despite this 50-50 arrangement, of- 
ficials of the local cameraman’s 
union, regarded it as a shallow vic- 
tory becouse it does not halt the in- 
flux of motion picture photographers 
from the Coast. Attitude of 644 men 
is that every time a camera crew is 
brought in from Hollywood, it keeps 
just that many men belonging to the 
New York local out of work. 











Ray Hall’s 16 Mm. Job 


Ray Hall, former editor of Pathe 
News, has been named manager and 
ediotr of Pathegrams, subsidiary of 
Pathe Films, which is producing and 
releasing films in 16 millimeter size. 

Officials of Pathe Films state 
merely that he wil! edit some of the 
films and handle special subjects 
they contemplate getting out from 
time to time in the 16 mm, field, 





FANS STILL SMELL EM OUT 


Eastern SAG Signs All 10 Players 
In Metro's Rosalie at West Point 
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Resorts Cut In, Lean Tourist Year, 
L. A. Trade Off; ‘Courageous’ Neat . 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

Town still suffering from desertitis 
so far as trade in pic houses is con- 
cerned. Warm weather stimulating 
resort attendance and weekend exo- 
dus while tourists, who are most 
helpful at this time of year, are not 
congregating on this seaboard as 
heavy as usual. 

Outstanding biz on week is at 
Chinese and State with ‘Captains 
Courageous’ on general release after | 
Carthay Circle de luxe showing. 
Though trade at the $1.50 tap was | 
nothing cheerful it is exceptionally 
big on the regular showing, though | 
upper portion of double bill. Indica- | 
tions are that combined take will be 
at least $30,000. 

Paramount also doing oke with 
‘Easy Living’ and Meglin. Kiddies 
stage show that will mean around 
$15,000 for the stanza and holds. 

Warner houses have ‘Ever Since 
Eve,’ with a whale of a Hearst news- 
paper campaign to stimulate matters 
which will give the pic a decent 
showing at the local b. o. as a 
double-bill topper. 

Pantages and RKO, with dual pro- | 
gram, ‘Super Sleuth’ and ‘Sweet- 
heart of the Navy,’ doing fair trade. 
‘Wee Willie Winkie’ at Carthay 
Circle in fourth stanza with another 
half week to go seems to be dormant 


from take angle as the kiddies are | 


not accustomed to seeing a Temple 
pic at the de luxe scale. 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (Fox) (1,518; 55-83- | 
| Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-55) | 


$1.10-$1.65)—"Wee Willie Winkie’ 
(20th) (4th week). Plenty of finale 
plugging done but pic not a b.o. 
whiz. On final 10 days $7,000, mild. 
Last week, third, did shade over 
$5,200 which is not important in this 
house. 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55-75)—Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
and ‘Great Hospital Mystery’ (20th), 
dual. Topper on bill is plenty help- 
ful for real coin which will mean a 
sure $13,500. Last week, ‘They Gave 
Him a Gun’ (MG) and ‘Sing and Be 
Happy’ (20th), dual, though nothing 
exciting, combo was okay at $9,300. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and 
‘Stuttering Bishop’ (FN), dual. 
Hearst papers going strong in dis- 
play space and with preview aids 
will be good at $8,500 for a Davies 
opus. Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) and ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col), 
dual (2nd week), just what was ex- 
pected, $6,700, fair take. 

Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-40-55)— 
“Under Red Robe’ (20th), English 
import meaningless here, lucky to 
hit around $2,200 on its stay here. 
Last week, ‘Make Way for Tomor- 
row’ (Par) got bad break, though 
raves from those who saw it, wind- 
ing up to a losing $1,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65) — ‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and 
‘Stuttering Bishop’ (FN) dual. Davies 
plug in Hearst papers is helping here 
with house headed for good $9,800. 
Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
and ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col) dual, 
(2d wk.), oke $6,600. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,280: 25-30-35- 
40) — ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par) and 
‘There Goes JAy Girl’ (RKO), dual 
and vaudeville. With no strong stage 
show to help, will wind up with a 
tepid $6,200 which, however, means 
bit of profit. Last week, ‘Great 
Gambini’ (Par) and ‘Draegerman 
Courage’ (WB), dual and stage show 
aided by second week of Bowes unit 
on stage, fairly good with windup 
of $7,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2.700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Navy’ (GN), dual. For pics 
that are unimportant from name 


standpoint biz here satisfactory, pre- | 


Oke $13,000, ‘Wee Willie’ Fair $15,000 


views of course, aiding to bring a 
$6,500 total. Last week, ‘New Faces 
(RKO) and ‘Armored Car’ (U) dual 
(2nd week), $5,000. 


Paramount (Partmar) (3,595: 30- 


, (20th) 
| this house which will be lucky to get | 
|a meagre $2,000. 





dual. Colorless combo fox | 
Last week, ‘Em-| 
peror’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and ‘She 
Had to Eat’ (20th) dual, this move- | 
over combo from State meant noth- 
ing and wound up bit short of $2,800, 
n.s.g. 


Wilshire (Fox) (2,296: 30-40-55-65) | 


—They Gave Him Gun’ (MG). and 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) dual. 
Having previews to bolster trade 


but will result in only about $4,500 | 
on the week, meaning so-so biz. Last | 
week, ‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) | 
and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) 


$30,000, ‘Eve’ $18:300, Par $15,000 | 


dual, | 


not as good as expected with asmnedl 


finale. 


SLAVE’ BIG BIZ’ DRAW 
BIG $8,000, PORTLAND 


Portland, Ore., July 20. 

Something is bumping § grosses 
down to a generally lower altitude. 
Seasonal weather, of course, is op- 
posish. Recently boosted admish in 
all major spots has also hurt. Double 
features have built up a midnight 
| trade, but affected earlier evening 
| grosses. 

‘Day at the Races’ at Parker's 
Broadway held two weeks to win- 
|ning biz, but fell short of expecta- 
tions. 








Estimates for This Week 


| —‘Emperor’s Candlestick’ (MG) and | 


‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U): Good 
enough results in the present dull 
season at $6,000. Last week, ‘Day at 
Races’ (MG) and ‘Mighty Treve’ 
(U) closed a strong 14-day run total- 
ling $12,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,400: 
30-55)—‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
(fifth week). Doing nicely, $2,000, 
after $2,300 last week. First three 
weeks at the UA piled up a great 
$16,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,000; 30-55) — ‘Singing Marine’ 
(WB) and ‘Born Reckless’ (20th). 
Booked in for Fleet Week and re- 
sponded with extra biz, good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Another Dawn’ (WB) 
and ‘Great Gambini’ (Par) just fair 
at $4,800. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-55)—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) 
and ‘Big Business’ (20th). Strongly 
exploited and answering for big 
$8,000, may hold. Last week, ‘Moun- 
tain Music’ (Par) and ‘Talk of the 





Devil’ (GB) held for a fair second 
week to around $4,700. ; 
Rivoli (Indie) (1,200; 25-35)— 


‘Melody for Two’ (WB) and vaude. 
registered nicely and okay at $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Park Avenue Logger’ 
(20th) and vaude $2,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
55)—Knight Without Armor’ (UA). 
Looks like another winner and may 
hold, first week going good $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Woman Chases Man’ 
(UA) and ‘Walt Disney Revue’ (UA) 
started slowly but picked up to close 
at better than average $4,600. 


VALLEE’S WB PIC 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Rudy Vallee’s variety show will 
open in the Ambassador Hotel’s Co- 
coanut Grove Oct. 5. 
While out here it is likely Vallee 
will do a film for Warners. 








| 
} 
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First Runs on B’way 


Week of July 22 

Astor—‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (Par) (21), 

Capitel—‘Saratoga’ <MG). 
(Reviewed in Variety July 14). 

Central — ‘Damaged Lives’ 
(Weldon) (7th week). 

Criterion — ‘Bengal Lancers’ 
(Par) (revival) (24). 

Music Hall—‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO), 

(Reviewed in Variety July 14), 

Paramount—‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
(21). 

(Reviewed in this Issue). 

Rialto—Hollywood Cowboy’ 
(RKO). 

Roxy—'V’ee 
(20th) (23). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 

Strand—‘They Won't Forget’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in Variety June 30). 
Week of July 29 
Astor—‘High, Wide and Hand- 

some’ (Par) (2d week). 
Capitel—‘Saratoga’ (MG) (2d 

week ). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 14). 





Willie. Winkie’ 


Central—‘Man in Blue’ (U) 
(31). 

Music Hall—‘Stella Dallas’ 
(UA). 

Paramount—‘Exclusive’ (Par) 
(2d week). 


Rexy—‘Road Back’ (U) (30). 
(Reviewed in Variety June 23). 


Strand—‘San Quentin’ (WB) 











(28). 


' 


EVE’ TOPS D. C. 
$18,300; ‘ARMOR’ 
13000 








Washington, July 20. 
Hottest. weather of the season 
had the town prepared to evacuate 
for the weekend and, with a some- 
what cooler Saturday and Sunday, 
it did. Whether they would give the 


b.o. a break the rest of the week 
was anybody’. guess. Based on early 
takes, the total gross will be way off. 

Earle is easily the best bet, with 
‘Ever Since Eve,’ backed by the 
usual Hearst paper bally. Capitol, 


other vaude spot, may get about the} 


same take on ‘Knight Without} 
Armor,’ thanks to a higher price 
scale. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew) (2,424; 25-35-60)— 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
vaude. Dietrich and Donat are big 
names, but pic won’t stand up tc 
more than $18,000. Last week 
‘Between Two Women’ (MG) went 
sharply down when heat set in and 
wound up with fair $19,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Captain Courageous’ (MG) (2d run). 
Fourth week on mainstem looks like 
good $5,500, Last week “Way Out 
West’ (MG), fair, $3,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,244; 25-35-40-60-70) 
—‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB) and vaude. 
Hearst campaign helping pic to lead 
town with good $18,300. Last week | 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB) slid with 
thermometer’s rise to oke $16,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-50)— 
‘Girl Said No’ (GN). Critics nice, 
but won’t better light $6,000. Last 











| 
i 
| cneepenceenseneens 


40-55 )—‘Easy Living’ (Par) and stage | 


show. Meglin Kiddies stage show 
helping trade, but not big at around 
$15,000, yet holds. Last week, ‘Last 
Train From Madrid’ (Par) and Fred 
Waring outfit, despite heat deterrent 
to trade, got excellent $21,700. 

RKO (2,950; 30-40-55) — ‘Super 
Sleuth’ (RKO) and ‘Sweetheart of 
Navy’ (GN) dual. Nothing unusual 
in draw value with this double 
screen fare, but the transient cus- 
tomers are helping it to an oke 
$6,500. Last week, ‘New Faces’ 
(RKO) and ‘Armored Car’ (U) dual, 
(2d wk.), for final six days with pre- 
view aid managed to get the expect- 
ed $5,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024: 30-40-55- 
75) — ‘Captains Courageous’ (MG) 
and ‘Hospital Mystery’ (20th) dual. 
Putting life into the house and head- 
ed for a very big $16,500. Last week, 
‘They Gave ‘Him Gun’ (MG) and 
‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) dual, 
tough sledding to come bit short of 
$9,000, running behind Chinese for 
second week. 


United Artists (Fox-UA) (2.100: 
30-40-55)—"They Gave Him Gun’ 
(MG) and ‘Sing and Be Happy 


| Philadelphia, July 20. 


Some real biz is promised for this | 
| week in the downtown film houses, | heading, woozy at $10,500. 


| Winkie’ (20th). 


jing, ditto biz, although it ought to 
tomorrow | hold; $15,000 looks to be tops, unless 


bows | cooler weather booms it. 


in at the Stanley and ‘Knight With- | > : 
out Armor’ makes its postponed de- | 500 in second week but that wasn’t 


but at the Boyd. ‘Wee Willie Winkie,’ | bad. 


|after a continued period of dismal 
| grosses. Combination of cooler 
weather and some important b.o. 
names should turn the trick. 

Two big ones open 
(Wednesday) when ‘Saratoga’ 


which opened Thursday at the Fox 
hoped. 


lington’s Cotton Club Revue is the 


Courageous’ (MG). Ending four day 
second week to-night (20). First 
week gave it a good $15,500 with biz 
picking up steadily. ‘Knight With- 
out Armor’ (UA) tomorrow. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-55 )—‘Last Train 
from Madrid’ (Par) and Duke El- 
lington’s Cotton Club Revue. Looks 
like $13,000 for six days, but may 





Philly Looks Up: ‘Madrid Ellington 


is doing nicely, but not as big as! Over Honolulu’ (Par). 





edge over that. Last week, ‘Go-Getter’ 
(WB) and vaude, Henry Armetta 


Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—“Wee Willie 
Notices disappoint- 


| ‘Pick a Star’ (MG). 
well 





Last week 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB) eased to $11.- 


Karliten (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Wings 


May do bet- 


Crix weren't very kind to | ter than most first-runs at this house, 
the Temple tot. Jazz hounds are pa- | $2.700 indicated. 
tronizing the Earle, where Duke El- | sissippi’ (Par) revival got througy to 
| so-so $2,300. 


Last week, ‘Mis- 


| stage feature. : Stanley (3,700; 40-55-65)—‘Fasy 
Estimates for This Week __| Living’ (Par). Ending week's stay 
Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) ‘Captains | to-night (Wed) to fairish $13,500. 


Last week, ‘New Faces’ (RKO). In 
four days over first week, only $5,- 
00 


0. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Devil 
Driving’ (Col). Right type film for 
house and ought to get $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Make Way For Tomorrow’ 
(Par). Crix raved but film only got 
$5,000. 








Sleuth’ Fine $16,000, ‘Road Back’ 
Hotcha $14,000; Frisco Biz Okay 





+ 


‘Super-Sleuth’ (RKO), 


(WB) (1,853; 25-40)-—‘Moun- 
tain Music’ (Par) (2d run). Looks 
like nice $6,000. Last week ‘League 
of Frightened Men’ (Col.); yanked 
after five days to light $¥,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60).— 
‘Day at Races’ (MG) (2d week). 
Looks like oke $9,000. Last week 
slipped harshly with others, but good 
$18,000, anyway. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 25-30-40-55) 
—‘Elephant Boy’ (UA). Sock cam- 
paign inaugurating house’s first-run 
policy got smash opening and wor 
of mouth should send take to nearly 
swell $5,000. Last week ‘Sky Devils’ 
(Peerless) and ‘My Man Godfrey’ 
(U) got oke $3,000. 


‘CANDLESTICKS,’ “AIR’ 
OKAY $10,000, PROV. 


Providence, July 20. 
so-so. Weather has 








Things are 


| @ased up a bit, but there’s no telling 


when the mercury will start climb- 
ing again. Bills are somewhat bet- 
ter than they have been. Loew’s 
looks the leader with a twin bill 
featured by ‘Emperor's Candlesticks.’ 
Next in line is ‘Singing Marine,’ at 
the Majestic. 
Estimater for This Week 

Fay’s (2,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Califor- 
nian’ (20th) and vaude. Considering 
all things, pace not so bad; looks 
like $5,500. Last week ‘Love in Bun- 
galow’ (U) and vaude was off at 
$4,400. 

Loew’s State (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Criminals of Air’ (Col.). Off to a 
good start, and with the right breaks 
should be over $10,000; oke for this 
time of the year. Last week ‘Cap- 
tains Courageous’ (MG) (2d week) 
wilted with the heat, $7,800. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB) and ‘Corona- 
tion’ (20th). Opening oke and ex- 
pected to hold up, probably $7,500 
average. Last week ‘Another Dawn’ 
(WB) and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th); 
finished much better than expected, 
but $6,000 is just so-so. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Woman Alone’ (GB) and ‘Forlorn 
River’ (Par). Not expected to go 
over $3,500 for four days; n.s.g. 
Last week ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par) 
and ‘Paradise Express’ (Rep.) was 
about same on a four-day run, too. 


‘Captains’ Fair $3,400, 
But Lincoln Biz Off 


Lincoln, July 21. 

Newspaper - theatre ‘misunder- 
standing’ continues here and busi- 
ness is generally pretty bad. B.o.’s 
are scaled at or near all-time lows 
in price, but the people are going 
elsewhere. Dance spots, outdoor 
shows and amusement parks are 








glutted. 
Estimates for This Week 
Liberty (LTC) (1,200; 10-15)— 


‘Men in Blue’ (U) and ‘Rendezvous’ 
(MG), split with ‘Blazing Sixes’ 
(WB) and ‘Treasure Island’ (MG). 
Fair at $850. Last week ‘Fury and 
Woman’ (Rialto) plus ‘Men in Exile’ 


(WB) split with ‘What Price Ven- 
geamce’ (Rialto) plus ‘Let Them 
Live’ (U), so-so, $800. 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
Going over very 
to nice $2,400. Last week 
‘Woman Chases Man’ (UA) also 
chased shekels into the b.o. for a 
neat $2,600. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20) 
—Born Reckless’ (20th) plus ‘White 


| Bondage’ (WB) split with ‘Rhythm 


in Clouds’ (Rep) plus ‘Behind Head- 
lines’ (RKO). Fairish $1,600. 
week ‘Oh Doctor’ (U) plus ‘David 
Harum’ (20th) split with ‘Damaged 


Goods’ (GN) got off well and 
reached $1,900. 
Stuart (LTC) (1,900: 10-25-40)— 


‘Captains Courageous’ (MG). Run- 


ning moderately and heading for a | 


fair $3,400. Last week ‘Another 
Dawn’ (WB) turned out just another 
pic; a weakie from the opening gong, 
$2,800. 


Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15)— | 


‘Frame-Up’ (Col) 
Secretary’ (Col). House is in sorry 
days, $800. Last week ‘Can't Last 
Forever’ (Col) plus “Two-Gun Law’ 
(Col) did a limpy $900. 


Par Tags Ted Reed 


Hollywood, July 20. 
Paramount has signed Theodore 
Reed to a year’s pact as director 
following completicn of ‘Double or 
Nothing,’ featuring Bing Crosby. 
Ticket carries option clauses. 


plus ‘More Than 


weak 


Last | 


San Francisco, July 20. 

‘Captains Courageous’ at the Para. 
mount, ‘Road Back’ at the Orpheum 
and ‘Super Sleuth’ at the Golden 
Gate, will have the edge on the 
other houses this week, most of 
which have holdovers. 

Orpheum has joined the other 
| houses in upping admish to 55c. with 
|the booking of ‘Road Back,’ which 
| heralds a better line of product for 
ithe Orpheum for the remainder of 
| the year. 

Most of the exhibs are happy 
about the July weather, which has 
| been unusually cool. 

Estimates for This Week 


(F-WC) (5,000; 35-55)—Ever 
| Since Eve’ (WB) and ‘Born Reck- 
| less’ (20th). Weakest new pic bill 
lat any of the main-stemmers; notices 
| also n.s.g.; meager $11,000 in sight. 
| Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and 
|‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MGM) 
i did healthy $20,000. 

| Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) 
—Super Sleuth’ (RKO) and vaude. 
| Will crack through for a fine $16,000 
in this little number, swell fodder 
for this mugg house. Last week 
|‘New Faces’ (RKO) (2nd week) and 
| vaude did $12,500. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
|‘Road Back’ (U). After several dis- 
| mal months, the Orpheum is on its 
|} way back. ‘Road Back’ opened with 
|a sock and looks plenty okay on the 
| week, which should see something in 
lithe nabe of $14,000, corking. Last 
| week ‘It Can’t Last Forever’ (Col) 
|and ‘I Cover the War’ (U) did piti- 
' ful $4,000. 
| Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55) 
|—Captains Courageous’ (MGM) and 
|‘Crime Nobody Saw’ (Par). Leader 
lthis week in coin, Although ‘Cour- 
|ageous’ played here several months 
ago at road show prices, it fared 
‘badly at the bo. But now, biz 
| plenty potent at $18,000. Last week 
|‘Easy Living’ (Par) and “Great Gam- 
|bini’ (Par) did nice $14,000. 
| St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55) 
| —‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and ‘Married 
|Before Breakfast’ (MGM) (2nd 
|week). Satisfactory $6,000 in sight 
lafter strong $20,000 on first week at 
\the big Fox. Last week ‘Go-Getter’ 
| (WB) and ‘Rhythm in the Clouds’ 
| (Rep) did poor $4,000. 
| United Artists (UA-Cohen) (1,200; 
| 35-55) (2nd week)—Woman Chases 
| Man’ (UA). Pleasant surprise. Had 
| anticipated slim takings, but instead 
‘the house is getting by. Expect to 
'bring in about $5,000 during the sec- 
ond frame. Last week did $8,000. 
| Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55)— 
|‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MGM) and 
\‘Sing and Be Happy’ (20th) (2nd 
|week). Trade picked up a bit dur- 
| ing first week, so held for a second 





| Fox 


stanza, which should see a fairish 
| $9,000. Last week was $15,000. 


| 
‘Knight’ and ‘Breakfast’ 
Fair $5,000, Louisville 


Louisville, July 20. 
Break in the hot spell over the 
| week-end helped grosses somewhat, 
|although the quality of films is not 
| promising much in the way of b.o. 
| ‘Kasy Living,’ dualling with ‘Wild 
| Money’ will top the week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.- Loew's) 
| (1,500; 15-25-40 )—‘New Faces’ (RKO) 
| and ‘Can’t Beat Love’ (RKO), Move- 











|over stanza looks good for $2,900. 
|Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th) on 
| moveover sloked down to weak 
| $2,000. 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
\‘Call It Day’ (WB) and ‘Woman I 
| Love’ (RKO), dual, split with ‘Heil’s 
| Angels’ (UA) (reissue) and ‘Woman 
of Glamour’ (Col), dual. Getting a 
|fair play at around $2,100. Last 
| week ‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and 
\‘Top of Town’ (U). dual, split with 
| ‘Don’t Tell Wife’ (RKO) and ‘Go- 
| Getter’ (WB), dual, fair $2,100. 

Loew’s State (3,000; 15-25-40)— 
| ‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA) and 
|‘Married Before Breakfast’ (MG), 
dual. Doing satisfactory biz, con- 
sidering everything; headed for or- 
dinary $5,000. Last week ‘Between 
| Two Women’ (MG) and ‘Thunder in 
| City’ (Col), dual, just fair $5,5u0. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.000; 
| 15-25-40) —‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
| (2nd week). Expected letdown to 
| $3,500, pretty good considering first 
| Stanza’s nice $4,500. 

Ohio ‘Settos) (900: i15)—‘China 
|Clipper’ (FN) and ‘Can This Be 
| Dixie?’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Pet- 
|rified Forest’ (WB) and ‘Back To 
| Nature’ (20th), dual. Dull $1,200. 
| Last week “These Three’ (UA) and 
| ‘Pigskin Parade’ (20th). dual, split 
; with ‘Road to Glory’ (20th) and ‘I'd 
Give My Life’ (Par), dual, average 
, $1.300. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1.500; 15- 
| 25-40)—‘Suver Sleuth’ (RKO) and 
‘Meet the Missus’ (RKO), dual. Not 
more than $3.200 in prospect. off. 
| Last week ‘Midnight Madonna’ ‘Par ) 
‘and ‘Great Gambini’ (Par), dual, 


around $3,400, fair. 
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Chi Biz Healthy; Indie ‘Adventure’ 
Sock $10,000, ‘Slave Ship’ Big $34,000, 
Devil,’ Ozzie Nelson Band Oke $18, 00 











Chicago, July 20. 
There may be many in the indus- 
try who'll lift their schnozzles at a 
travelog’ tagged ‘Forbidden Adven- 


ture’ at the Garrick this week, but | 


the house currently will do $10,000, 
after weeks of below $5,000 business. 

‘Slave Ship’ is doing well at the 
Chicago; Oriental mediocre, 





| fast’ (MG) dual, (2nd week), good 
| $5,100. 


while | 


other B. & K. houses are going along 


on hold-overs. Reissue of ‘Manhat- 
ton Melodrama’ is doing biz for the 
State-Lake. 
Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Easy Living’ (Par). In here after 
excellent week at the Chicago and 
around $6,000, good. Last week ‘An- 
other Dawn’ (WB), fair enough for 
second loop session at $5,800. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th) and stage show. 
Another profitable gallop, heading to 
$34,000 or better. Last week ‘Easy 
Living (Par) pounded up to con- 
siderable coin at $32,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
— ‘Forbidden Adventure’ (Reade), 


| ‘Let Him Live (U) dual. 


|‘Riding on Air’ 


| 
| 
i 


i 
a 
olulu’ (U) dual, Routed for mod- 
erate $5,000. Last week, ‘Slave Ship’ 
(20th) and ‘Married Before Break- 





PICTURE GROSSES 


"Wee Willie’ Big at 
$7,200, ‘Candlesticks’ 
Oke $7,500, Indpls. 





3 Indianapolis, July 20. 
Business this week continues its 
recent upward trend, with all first 
run spots faring well at the b. o. 
Shirley Temple, a strong card in this 
sector, is asserting her supremacy 
this week in ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ at 
the small Apollo, in the face of 
plenty of competition from ‘Emper- | 

or’s Candlesticks’ with the Powell- 
— combination at Loew’s at 
e 


Davies-Montgomery team in 





VARIETY 











Tourists Aiding Bway; Forget 


Strong $30,000, ‘Easy Living’ 2d 
Week With Martha Raye Sock 506 


Midsummer lull has set in but; 
theatres are getting a fair enough | 
play, including from out-of-towners | 
who are in for their vacations. 
Where attractions are best the play 


(6th week). Advertised as not for 
children under 16, film is getting a 
play from the out-of-towners and 


| will stay a seventh week after set- 


ting a pace currently that suggests 


Palomar (Sterling) 
37)—Night Key’ (U) 
Looks healthy at $4,000. 
‘Affairs of Cappy Ricks’ 
vaude, big at $4,600. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106-32- 
37-42)— ‘New Faces’ (RKO) and 

Expects a 
Last week, 
(RKO) and ‘King 
of Gamblers’ (Par) dual, $4,600, fair, 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (850; 21-32)— 
‘Shall We Dance?’ (RKO) and ‘Man’s 
Here Again’ (FN) dual. Okay at 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Woman in Love’ 
(RKO) and ‘Turn Off Moon’ (Par), 
$2,700, good. 


(1,450; 16-27- 


Last week, 


good session at $6,200. 





‘LIVING DANDY 


' 


Indie ‘travelog’ with sepia strippers | 


getting the gawkers; calling in a}! 


take of $10,000. Last week ‘Dream- 
ing Lips’ (UA) fair $5,400. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-45- 
65)—‘Had to Eat’ (20th) and Ted 
Mack’s unit on stage. Poor take in 
prospect at $12,000. Last week ‘Born 
Reckless’ (20th) so-so at $16,100. 


—Talk of Devil’ (GB) and vaude. 
Ozzie Nelson. band pilus Harriet 
Hilliard headlining. Good $18,000 in 
sight. Last week ‘New Faces’ (RKO) 
finished a splendid fortnight 
$16,900. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Candlesticks’ (MG) (2d week). 
Heading for $11,000, okay, currently, 
after a $16,400 take for a neat initial 
session. 

State-Lake (Jones) 
55)—Manhattan Melodrama’ 
Reissue 


(2,700; 25-35- 
(MG). 


$14,000, CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 20. 
Principal pic parlors are racking 


| up brisk figures for the summer sea- 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) | 


to | 


son, 
the weekend and put a quietus on 
the 10-day heat spell, lifting current 
takes over last week’s marks. 

‘Easy Living’ 
week for the 
Albee. Keith’s is registering a socko 
figure with $7,000 on ‘Ever Since 
Eve.’ By contrast, the Palace is in 
for its weakest take in quite a spell 


| with $7,500 on ‘Super Sleuth.’ 


is doing bang-up business | 


and will lift gross to new high of | 


$17,000. Policy of resissues may be 
adopted. Last week also big at 
$14,260 for ‘Love from Stranger’ 
(RKO). | 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
3&-55-65-75) — ‘Races’ (MG) (3d) 
week). Goes out Saturday (24) to 
let ‘Saratoga’ (MG) in. Will do 
$10,000, bright, currently, after | 


$15,500 last week. 


FACES, ‘LET HIM LIVE 
OKAY $6,200, SEATT 


Seattle, July 20. 





New low-price policy at the Blue | Last week 


Mouse is getting along. Colonial also 
gets into the price-lowering class by 
holding its 10c fare until 5 p.m. 
daily and eliminating the 16c nick, 
jumping to 20c at that hour. 

‘Singing Marine’ lasted only one 
week at the Fifth. ‘Captains Coura- 
geous’ goes into fourth wk., having 
a real draw. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(900; 16-27)—‘You’re in Army Now’ 
(GB) and ‘Border Cafe’ (RKO) dual. 
Heading towards $2.500, okay. Last 
week, ‘Outcasts of Poker Flat’ (RKO) 
and ‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) dual, 
nice $2,400 


Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-32—‘Night Must Fall’ 
(MG) and ‘Way Out West’ (MG). 


dual, split with ‘Trader Horn’ (MG) 
and ‘Manhattan Melodrama’ (MG). 
Only $1,800 for three days of first 
dual, $2.700 for four days of latter. 
fine. Last week, ‘Wake Up and 
Live’ (20th) and ‘Step Lively, Jeeves’ 
(20th) dual, $3,600, good. 

Colonial (Sterling) (850: 10-21)— 


‘What Price Vengeance’ (Rialto) and | 


‘Skull and Crown’ (Reliable) dual. 
Doing okay at $2,500. Last week. 
Dangerous Holiday’ (Rep.) 
North of Rio Grande’ (Par) dual, 


Plus Braddock-Louis fight added on 


return showing last five days, good 
$2,800. 

' Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
2.400; 32-37-42)—‘Emperor’s Candle- 
Stick’ (MG) and ‘Big Business’ (20th 





dual. Only fair at $7,800. Last week. : 


‘Singing Marine’ 
of Stuttering 
$6,800. n.s.g. 


Liberty (J-vH)—‘Woman Chases 
Man (UA) and ‘Leavsue of Fright- 
ened Men’ (Col) dual, (2nd week). 
Still okay at $3.800. Last week 
drageed in $6,000. big. 


(WB) and ‘Case 
Bishop’ (FN), merely 


‘ Musie Bex (Hamrick-Everereen) 
rite 32-37-42) — ‘Cantains Cour- 
azeous (MG) (4th week). No stop- 


Ding this one, $4,000 again this week. 

same as last. 

gorpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 

Meee: _ 32-37-42)—‘Last Train For 
adrid’ (Par) and ‘Wings Over Hon- 


and | 


Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42 )—‘Easy 
Living’ (Par). Excellent, $14,000. 
Last week ‘Slave Ship’ (20th), $13,- 
500, very good. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— | 
‘Night Key’ (U) and ‘Frame Up’ | 
(Col), split. Usual $2,000. Ditto | 


last week on ‘13th Chair’ (MG) and 
‘Hospital Mystery’ (20th), divided. 


(Rep) and 


| 40)—‘Wee 
| Shirley Temple is pulling plenty of 





Cooling breezes prevailed over | 


is tugging an im- | 
|portant $14,000 this 


| ‘Ever Since Eve’ at the vaudefilm 
and vaude. | Lyric, both of which are doing well. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (Fourth Ave.) (1,100: 
Willie Winkie’ (20th). 


25- 


kids and femmes, while McLaglen 
is played up by the management just 
enough to get the men. 
gross $7,200, 
holdover. 
rine’ (WB) was nicely in the black 
at $4,500. 

Cirele (Monarch) (2,800; 25-40)— 
‘Easy Living’ (Par) and ‘Last Train 
from Madrid’ (Par), dual (2d wk). 


very good and sure 


| Satisfactory at $3,200 after $7,800 last 


| week. 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 


| ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), dual. Wm. Powell 
and Louise Rainer are doing the 
| pulling, in spite of lukewarm re- 
views; $7,500, good. Last week, hold- 
| over stanza of ‘Day at Races’ (MG) 
| and ‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col), $4,500, 
average for h. o. 

Lyrie (Olson) 
‘Ever Since Eve’ 
Good stage bill 
good. 


(2,000; 25-30-40)— 
(WB) and vaude. 
helping to $8,500, 
Last week, ‘Riding on Air’ 


(RKO) and vaude finished at $9,000, , 


| dandy. 





LIVING OKAY 
$11,000, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 20. 

| Abatement of the hot spell is see- 
| ing local grosses undergoing im- 
provement for the current period. 





| ‘Easy Living’ is well liked at the | 


| Buffalo and ‘Good Earth’ is showing 
| up favorably at the Great Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Easy Living’ (Par). Noticeable im- 
| provement over week-end and, with 
|; weather break, should go $11,000. 
| Last week, ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 25-40)— | picked Meee yy Pegylated 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB).  Socko, oe $9,500, Papas mae MeP-Rvernge 
| $7,000. Last week ‘Married Before Century (Shea) (3,400; 25-35)— 


| Breakfast’ (MG), put on steam in 
|last half and exceeded expectations 
| with dandy $5,500. 

| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)—Love 
|from Stranger’ (UA). Fair, $4,000. 


|Last week ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) 
| (2d run), $4,500, okay. 
| Palace (RKO) = (2,600; 35-42)— 


|‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). Bad, $7,500. 
‘New Faces of 1937’ 


| (RKO), $8,500, poor. 


‘Eve’ $11,000, ‘Living’ 
$7,000 Lead, but All 
Denver Houses Okay 


Denver, July 20. 
‘Easy Living’ is going strong at 
the Denham and, because of heavy 
| business, will be held over. ‘Ever 
Since Eve’ strong at Denver and 
| goes to the Aladdin for a continued 
run, 





Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Knight Without Armor’ (UA), okay 
at $3,500. Last week ‘Another Dawn’ 
(20th) got the same total, following 
a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,500; 25-40)— 
‘Singing Marine’ (WB). 
a week at the Denver, plenty okay 
at $3,000. Last week ‘Mysterious 
Crossing’ (U) and ‘Love in a Bun- 
galow’ (U) also $3,000, 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,500; 25-35- 
| 40)—‘Easy Living’ (Par). Big busi- 
ness at $7,000, which means holdover. 
Last week ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) 
(2d week), was average at $5,000. 


Denver (Fox) (2,500; 25-35-50)—/| Boston (RKO) (3,000; 25-40-55)— 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN?}, and stage! ‘Born Reckless’ (20th) and ‘Sweet- 
band. Going great guns; $11,000; heart of the Navy’ (GN), dual. 
means a move to the Aladdin next; Pallid; will garner around $5,500. 


week. 
(WB) was good at $10,000 and went 


to the Broadway for a second week. | 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
‘Emperor’s Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Hollywood Cowboy’ (RKO). Nice 
here, too, at $8,500. Last week ‘New 


Faces of 1937’ (RKO), and ‘Outcasts | 
of Poker Flat’ (RKO) were good at} 


$8.000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,000: 25-40)—j| 
‘Devil Is Driving’ (Col.) and “League | 
of Frightened Men’ (Col.). Combo; 


Last week ‘Singing Marine’ | 


(MG). 
dicated at $6,000. Last week, ‘Hotel 


(WB), sharp drop-off to $5,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 30-50) 
—Good Earth’ (MG). Looks like 
satisfactory biz at around $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Slim’ (WB), did okay at 
over $7,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Rug- 
gles of Red Gap’ (Par) and ‘Man 
Who Found Himself’ (RKO). Return 
engagement of ‘Ruggles’ seems paced 
at $6,500. Last week, ‘Woman Chases 
Man’ (UA) and Disney Revue (UA) 
stronger than expected, nice $7,500. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25-35)—- 
‘Devil Driving’ (Col) and ‘Frame-up’ 
(Col). Indications point to fair 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep) and ‘Circus Girl’ (Rep), 
turned in neat $8,000; highest figure 
in weeks, 


‘Candlesticks 


Boston, July 20. 
| ‘Road Back,’ ‘Singing Marine’ and 





Following | 


| week in a heat-ridden town. 
mainder of the film stands are just 
| marking time, waiting for new sea- 
| son product. 

Estimates for This 


| 


Week 


Last week ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) 
and ‘Espionage’ (MG), double, $6,000. 


j 


Fenway (M&P) ( 1.400: 25-35-40- 
50)—‘She Had to Eat’ (20th) and 
| ‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par), dual 
| Skidding to low $3,500. Last week 


‘Chan at Olympics’ (20th) and ‘Wild 
Money’ (Par), dual, off at $3,300 
Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 25- 
| 40-55)—‘Road Back’ (U) and ‘Lady 
Escapes’ (20th), dual. Very pleasing 
$17,000 pace. Last week ‘New Faces’ 
(RKO) and ‘13th Chair’ (MG), dou- 


setting fair returns at $3.000. Last, ble, second wee. dove to $9,000. _ 
week ‘Wings Over Honolulu’ (U)} Mertopolitan (M&P) (4,300; 35- 
and ‘Let Them Live’ (U) were big | 55-75)—‘Singing Marine’ (WB) and 


at $4,000. 


Clyde Lucas on stage. Running fair 


| showing at the Strand. 


Probable | 


Last week, ‘Singing Ma- | 


‘Pick a Star’ (MG) and ‘13th Chair’ | 
Return to normal figure in- | 


Haywire’ (Par) and ‘Men in Exile’ | 


Road ‘Marine’ Okay $17,000 Each, 
Big $13,000, Boston 


‘Candlesticks’ are all about even this | 
Re- | 


is proportionately better. 

There being a majority of hold- 
overs, among the new pictures there 
is none of note excepting 
Won’t Forget,’ Merv LeRoy’s 1937-38 
picture which is getting a pre-release 
On the first 
week ending last night a $30,000 
countup is the answer, very satis- 
fying after recent indifferent busi- 
ness at this stand. To pack $30,000 


‘They | 


$7,500, same as garnered the prior 
(Sth) week. 
Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Mid- 


night Madonna’ (Par). Another poor 
business-getter for this nice, new 


| house, only about $5,000 being indi- 


|}cated. Last week ‘Great Gambini’ 
(Par) did not get anything either, 
under $6,000, red. Management is 


into the Strand during the summer is! 


unusual and any picture that can do 
it deserves much credit. 

‘Super Sleuth,’ Roxy’s visitor, will 

| be okay. 


ing,’ which will get the Rialto no 
more than a fair $6,600, and ‘Great 
Hospital Mystery,’ on a twin bill at 
the Palace. In company with ‘New 
Faces’ on second run, ‘Mystery’ can 
boast a possible $9,000, okay. 

The holdies are headed by two 
good business-getters, ‘Easy Living’ 
at the Par and ‘Knight Without 
| Armor’ at the Music Hall. 
of the credit for $50,000 on second 
week of ‘Living’ at the Par, how- 
|} ever, goes to Martha Raye on a 


Majority | 
sirlcdn | which isn’t tin. 


It may hit $28,000 or over. | 
| Other new entries are ‘Devil Is Driv- 


, personal, The girl with the big yawn | 


accounted for the smash first week's 
; business of slightly over $56,000 and 
the Par wanted to hold her a third, 


| getting an okay from the studio, but} 


| relented in view of the fact the Met, 
Boston, had spent a lot of money 

| advertising her as opening there to- 
morrow (Thurs.). Second week 
‘Knight’ will be about $65,000, good 
after a first seven days’ $82,500. 

The Riv goes dark teday (Wed.) 
until about the middle of August, 
house having no picture right now. 
Later on, after ‘Saratoga’ has played 
the Capitol where it opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.), this house will also shutter 

| for repairs, new front, etc. 


Wide and Handsome’ at the Astor, 
Paramount having taken the house 


trying a revival Saturday (24), put- 
ting in ‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer 
(Par) on that date. 


Palace (1,700; 25-35-55 )—New 
Faces’ (RKO) (2d run) and ‘Great 
Hospital Mystery’ (20th) (ist run), 
doubled. More customers coming 


this week, possibly $9,000, okay. Last 
week only $6,500 was brought by 
‘Another Dawn’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Fly Away Baby’ (WB) (lst run), 
carmen. 

Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99) 

‘Easy Living’ (Par) and, in the pit, 
Emery Deutsch orchestra, plus Mar- 
tha Raye. Miss Raye is accounting 
for most of the business drawn, a 
total of over $106,000 on the two 
weeks ending last night (Tues.), 
The first week went 
slightly over $56,000, the second 
$50,000. ‘Exclusive’ (Par) and the 
Mal Hallett orchestra, plus Hal Le- 
Roy, opens today (Wed.). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,980; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65)—‘Knight Without Ar- 
mor’ (UA) and stage show (2d 
week). A gwod 14-day run being 


| scored by this one; $65,000 this week 


of | 


| Driving’ 


| 


| ‘Three Legionaires’ 


A $2 opening tonirht will be ‘High, | 


;of August. 


from Metro for eight weeks. Road- | 


show run of ‘Souls at Sea,’ originally 
set for the Globe next Wednesday 
(28). has been postponed to Aug. 5, 
while on Aug. 11 
open 
daily run of ‘Life of Emile Zola.’ 


(23) at the Roxy when the house ups 


(same price as charged Saturdays 
and Sundays) and also 


Estimates for This Week 


| (2d), good, after initial seven days’ 


take of $82,500.° This is nice busi- 
ness for the summer. ‘Toast of New 
York’ (RKO) opens tomorrow 


(Thurs. ). 
Rialto 25-40-55)—‘Devil is 
Just so-so, about 
was better with 
(Synd) and ‘Kill- 
ers of the Sea’ (GN), $7,000. 


(750: 
(Col). 


$6,600. Last week 


Rivoli (2,092; 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Slave Ship’ (20th). Wound up its 
fifth full week here last night 


(Tues.), getting around $7,000, mild, 
and house goes dark until the middle 
‘Ship’ was held as long 
as it was, having gotten only around 
$10,000 last week (4th), due to in- 


| ability of management to find a suit- 


arners will re- | 
the Hollywood for a _ twice-| Sleuth’ (RKO) and stage show, plus 


able picture. 


Roxy (5,836; 25-45-55-75)—‘Super 


King VI Coronation’ (20th) (3 reels). 
A boost in scales occurs Friday | Business far from exciting but may 


weekday scales to 40, 55 and 75c.| 


Saturday midnights from 40c. to 55c. | 


reach $28,000 or over and get house 
fair profit. Last week ‘Two Who 
Dared’ (GN) and stage show got 


Strand (2,767; 25-55-75) — ‘They 
| Won't Forget’ (WB). Opened strong 
‘here on its pre-release and on the 


increases | only $21,500, red. 


| Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20)— | first seven days, ending last night 
| 


|‘High, Wide and Handsome’ (Par). 
Premieres tonight (Wed.) at $2 with 


(Tues.) a winner at $30,000. Holds 
over a second week. The second 


_most of the house sold. Only 64 pairs | week of ‘Singing Marine’ (WB) un- 
| of seats, all to the press, are on the | ger $15,000 


| cuff. 
| weeks. 


| Capitel (4,620; 25-25-55-85-$1.25)— | Davis. 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) (2d- | 


| final week). This one will show a 
| profit at $26,500 last week (1st) and 
around $17,000 this week (2d). ‘Sara- 


(Thurs.). On conclusion of its run, 


| house will close down for building | 


Par has theatre for eight | 


the (MG) goes on view tomorrow | Arnold Johnson's 


(3,450; 35-55-75)—‘Day at 
(MG) (2d run) and Benny 
Cashiers are considerably 
busier here this week, maybe $25,000, 
good. Last week house went into 
‘the red with ‘I Met Him in Paris” 
(Par) (2d run) and vaude headed by 
band and Gus 
Van, only around $16,000. 


State 
Races’ 


|of new front, reseating, remodeling, | 


etc. 
| Central 


| 85-99)—‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon) 





Spitalny stage show, okay $18,000. 


50)—'Emperor’s Candlesticks’ 


(1,000; ss a-co.se-ance. | RACES,” "13TH CHAIR’ 


FINE $7,500, MONTREAL 


Montreal, July 20. 


tol, will split most of the cash cur- 
rently, nearly as much on ventilation 
as on shows, with good week-end biz 
at both. 


Estimates for This Week 


| Palace (CT) (2,700; 50) — ‘Under 
| Red Robe’ (20th) and ‘She Had to 
Eat’ (20th). Chance for $7,000, very 


| Two ace houses, Palace and Capi- 
} 
} 


summer pace, around $17,000. Last good. Last week repeat of ‘Captains 
week ‘Easy Living’ (Par), with Phil| Courageous’ (MG) good at $5,500. 


Capitel (CT) (2,700; 50)—‘Day at 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40-| Races’ (MG) and ‘13th Chair’ (MG). 
(MG)| Had a sock-week-end and, weather 


and ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), double. Get- | permitting, may top $7,500, excellent. 


ting heavy femme trade and enough! Last week ‘Mountain Music’ 


(Par) 


night biz to indicate good $15,000.| and ‘Last Train from Madrid’ (Par), 


Last week ‘Captains 
(MG) and Disney special, 2d week, 
came through with dandy $14,500. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
55)—‘She Had to Eat (20th) and 
‘Midnight Madonna’ (Par), dual. 


Very poor $5,500. 
Money’ 
pics’ (20th). double, dove to $5,000. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,700: 25-35-40- 
\0)—'Fly-Away Baby’ (WB) (ist 
run) and ‘Another Dawn’ 
(2nd run), dual. 
Last week ‘Slim’ (WB) and 
tain Music’ (Par) (both 2nd 
dual, surprised with $6,000. 
State (Loew) (3.300; 25-35-40-50) 
‘Emperor's Candlesticks’ (MG) and 
‘Pick a Star’ (MG), dual. Very good, 
$13,000. Last week ‘Captains Cour- 


Last week ‘Wild 


run), 


ageous’ (MG) and Disney special.’ Mle. Levi’ and ‘Rigolboche’, $3,299, 


holdover, okay $10,500. 


Courageous’ 


(Par) and ‘Chan at Olym- 


(WB) 
Hopeless at $4,600. 
*‘Moun- 


$5,000, good. 
| Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 40)— 
| “Trader Horn’ (MG) and ‘Private 
, Lives’ (MG). Will be lucky to get 
$4.000, poor Last week ‘Leaeue of 
Frightened Men’ (Col) and ‘Behind 
Headlines’ (Col), $5,000, fair. 
Princess (CT) 2,300: 50)—‘Riding 
On Air’ (RKO) and ‘Accused’ (U). 


Fair showing and may gross $4,500 


Last week ‘Kid Galahad’ (WB) and 
‘Everybody Dance’ (Emp), $5,000, 
good. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Caesar’ (French) (9th 
week). Grossed $1,509 last week and 
may get $1,300 currentiy 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2.300: 349 

L’/Avpel du Silence’ and ‘Le Romana 
d’un Innocent. Figures on $3,509. 
fair. Last week ‘Les Marriages da 


inot too good. 
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Easy Living’ Best in Dull Mpls. 


With $10,500, 


‘New Faces a Bust 





Minneapolis, July 20. 

‘Easy Living’ is bouncing the 
Orpheum to the front currently and 
taking the play away from ‘New 
Faces’ at the usually leading Minne- 
sota. ff to a fast start, the Jean 
Arthur-Edward Arnold comedy 
promises to turn in a healthy gross. 
On the other hand, ‘New Faces’ isn’t 
delivering anywhere near the ex- 
pected figures and remains only five 


days. 
After a bang-up week at the 
Minnesota, ‘Captains Courageous’ 


has moved over to the Century for 
seven more downtown days and 
continues to click. In its third week 
at the sure-seater Time, the freak 
‘Forbidden Adventure’ still is far 
above par. 

Outside of the two holdovers and 
‘Easy Living’ trade is in the dumps. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Publix-Singer) (900; 15- 
25)—'Good Old Soak’ (MG) and 
‘Murder Goes to College’ (Par) (2d 
runs), split, and dual first runs last 
three days ‘White Bondage’ (WB) 
and ‘Night of Mystery’ (Par). Pretty 


good $1,200 indicated. Last week, 
‘Marked Woman’ (WB) and ‘That 
Man’s Here’ (WB) (2d runs), split, 


and dual first runs last three days 
‘Flyaway Baby’ (WB) and ‘Cali- 
fornian’ (WB), $1,000, fair. 

Century (Publix-Singer) (1,600; 
25-35-55) — ‘Captains Courageous’ 
(MG) (2d week). Moved here after 
burning ’em up at the Minnesota, 
keeps right on socking, en route to 
oke $5,500. Last week, ‘Woman 
Chases Man’ (UA), nine days, fair 
$5.000. 

Minnesota (Publix-Singer) (4,200; 
25-35-55) ‘New Faces’ (RKO). Prob- 
ably 55c tariff after 5 p.m. accounts 
for this one’s box-office failure at 
this spot and out after only five 
days very disappointing $3,500. ‘Sara- 
toga (MG) opens tomorrow (Wed.). 


Last week, ‘Courageous’ (GM), 
$13,000, fine. 
Orpheum (Public-Singer) (2,890; 


25-35-40) ‘Easy Living’ (Par). Seems 
to have what it takes for the box- 
office headed for $10,500; big. Last 
week, ‘Singing Marine’ (WB), fair 
$6,500, with cooling plant on blink 
several days during height of hot 
wave and hurting, no doubt. 

State (Publix-Singer) (2,300; 25- 
35-40) ‘Riding on Air’ (RKO) and 
*‘Angel’s Holiday’ (20th). Dual zoom- 
ing toward good $3,700, with Brown 
picture mainly responsible. Last 
week, ‘Hit Parade’ (Rep) and ‘13th 
Chair’ (MG), big $4,200, with former 
pulling major share. 

Time (Berger) (290; 25-35) ‘For- 
bidden Adventure’ (Indie) (3d week). 
Freak still has ’em coming and may 
reach good $1,200. Last week, $1,500, 


fine. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35) 
"This Is My Affair’ (20th). First nabe 
showing, fair $2.800 indicated. Last 
week, ‘I Met Him in Paris’ (Par), 
$2.600, fair. 

World (Steffes) (25-35-40-55) ‘Ac- 
cused’ (UA). Here only three days, 
poor $400. ‘Knight Without Armor’ 
(UA) opened today (20). Last week, 
‘Adolf’s Military Adventures’ (Swed- 
ish), $1,500, fair. 


Grand Opera House, N. Y., 
In Building Litigation 


The K-P Theatre Corp. yesterday 
(Tuesday) filed suit in the N. Y. 
supreme court to compel the Warco 
Trading Co., Inc., owners of the 


Grand Opera House on West 23rd 
street, N. Y., to carry out an agree- 
ment to demolish and erect a new 
theatre on the site for use of the 
plaintiff. K-P (an RKO subsid) also 
seeks a permanent injunction to stop 
Warco from using the building for 
any other purpose than the agree- 
ment called for. Hearing on the 
latter motion will be held tomorrow 
(Thursday ). 


The K-P Corp., through its realty 
agent, Alex E. Reoch, avers that while 
it was negotiatng to erect a new the- 
atre on West 23rd street, known in 
the trade as the key zone between 
14th and 42nd streets, Leo Harrison, 
an official of Warco, and its attor- 
ney, Leopold Blumburg, approached 
him with an offer to tear down the 
opera house and to erect a new the- 
atre, promising to give the plaintiff 
company a long term lease if it 
would give up the idea of building 
another theatre in the neighborhood. 
Reoch agreed and a formal contract 
was drawn up. 

The agreement, according to 
Reoch, specified that the new the- 
atre was to be ready by Sept. 11. In 
April last, the plaintiff claims, Har- 
rison informed him that Warco could 
not go through with the agreement 
unless K-P advanced a loan of 
$150,000. The latter refused and 
Warco has since done nothing about 
carrying out the agreement. 

Plaintiff company contends it will 
lose considerable money by Warco’s 
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negligence and stands to lose a large 
sum even though defendant corpora- 
tion agrees finally to carry out its 
contract. It asks the court to finally 
determine the amount of this loss, 
and that Warco be compelled to pay 
it, 


‘Eve Paces Pitt 
At $20,000, ‘Slave’ 
Big $7,000 on H.0. 


Pittsburgh, July 20. 


Cooler weather over the week-end 
steadied biz generally and healthier 
situation in the first-runs. 

Stanley is headed for another first- 
rate gross with ‘Ever Since Eve’ and 
stage show headed by Herman Bing, 
while the Fulton continues to click 
off sock trade with ‘Slave Ship’ in 
its second week. Stays again and 
could possibly hold a third time but 
management wants to get ‘Road 
Back’ in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Trader Horn’ (MG) and ‘Love in a 
Bungalow’ (U). Reissue is the mag- 
net and this is the first dual to stick 
a full week here in more than a 
month; looks like $5,500, plenty okay. 
Last week ‘Night Key’ (U) and 
‘Venus Makes Trouble’ (Col) pretty 
mediocre at $3,150 in six days. 

Art Cinema (300; 25-40))—‘Dam- 
aged Lives’ (Weldon) (2d week). 
Picture doing well here, this week 
(2d) $5,000 after first week’s $6,000. 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 25-40) 
—‘Slave Ship’ (20th) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing up in great shape. Should hover 
around $7,000 mark and that’s swell 
on top of $8,900 opening stanza. 
Sticks for a third week. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Singing Marine’ (WB). Excel- 
lent notices for this Dick Powell 
starrer, but biz just so-so. Musicals 
are having a tough time of it around 
here of late; maybe $10,000, just fair. 
Last week ‘Mountain Music’ (Par) 
about $1,000 better. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) and Herman 
Bing in person. Best opening in a 
long time and it’s the pic. Proven 
on Sunday (18) when film alone 
gave the Stanley its best Sunday 
trade since seven-day week was 
legalized in this state. Should be 
right in there at $20,000. Last week 
‘Gave Him a Gun’ (MG) and Duke 
Ellington around $19,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Last 
Train from Madrid’ (Par) and ‘Fly 
Away Baby’ (WB). Just another 
twin bill; around $3,750. Last weelkx 
‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ (Par) 
had cricks pounding tom-toms and, 
with ‘Pick a Star’ (MG), did swell 
$5,250. 


SLEUTH $12,000, 
TOPS IN BALTO 


Baltimore, July 20. 

Good lineup of product and cooler 
breezes are helping the local b.o’s. 
Combo Hippodrome is leading the 
town with a pleasing $12,000 for 
‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). ‘Wee Willie 
Winkie’ (20th) is up in the running, 
after a good opening at the New, 
indicating a very healthy $4,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- 
25-35-40-55) ‘Day at Races’ (MG) (2d 
week). Holding up in good shape 
to $6,700 after a very nifty opener 
at $13,200. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,300. 
15-25-35-40-55-66). ‘Super Sleuth’ 
(RKO) plus Milt Britton’s Band on 
stage. Setting town’s ace with good 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Devil Driving’ 
(Col.) and vaude nis.g. at $9.100 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500. 15- 
25-30-35-40-55). ‘Woman Alone’(GB). 














Not very exciting at $3.100. Last 
week, ‘Make Way for Tomorrow’ 
(Par) got rave notices and built 


some during last days, but couldn’t 
better $2,700. 

New (Mechanic) (1.400, 15-25-30- 
40-55). ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (29th). 
Ob to good start and breezing along 
to profit at $4,000. 
From Stranger’ 
$2.800. 

Stanley (WB) (3.450, 15-25-35-40- 
55). ‘Mountain Musie’ (Par), Hold- 
ing a fair pace to $8.000. Last week. 
second of ‘Met in Paris’ (Par) kept 
them coming to consistent $6,100. 





40 Big Grossers 











(Continued from page 3) 





around $1,000,000 or as high as 
$3,000,000 in domestic sales, dis- 
tributors are forced to base esti- 
mates on numerous films on which 
from a tew to many contracts still 
have to be fulfilled. This is es- 
pecially true of releases which have 
most recently gone on their way. 


‘Ziegfeld’ Tops 
The biggest rental deliverer of the 


current (’36-37) season is ‘Great 
Ziegfeld.’ It was roadshown the 
prior (’35-36) season and sent on 


general release last September. The 
books will total the rentals to near 
$3,000,000 for this country alone, 
while another $1,500,000 or $2,000,000 
may be the gross sales for foreign 
lands, 

The runner-up may be ‘Anthony 
Adverse,’ which was strongly sold 
by Warner Bros., and on which high 
rentals were exacted. Its total for 
this country may. exceed $2,500,000, 
while neck-and-neck with it will be 
one of Metro’s biggest box office at- 
tractions of the year, ‘After the Thin 
Man.’ Both of these are figured as 
strong foreign rental getters, 
and will probably end up at around 
$3,500,000 each for the world. 

Metro, Paramount, 20th-Fox and 
Paramount are all well represented 
with releases which on sales will 
range from around $1,000,000 up, but 
United Artists, though not there in 
big numbers this year, has one out- 
standing money-maker, (‘Star Is 
Born.’ This picture will get $2,000,000 
easily in the U. S. and is broadly es- 
timated for about $1,750,000 in the 
foreign market. 

‘Star Is Born’ will be UA’s biggest 
earner on the season, just as Metro's 
‘Ziegfeld’ will top anything else. 
While WB's ‘Adverse’ and others in 
the $1,000,000 class put under the 
statistical microscope, may not have 
been the biggest grossers for the 
theatres, they were, in terms of rent- 
als, the biggest for their owners. 


Par’s ‘Waikiki’ Its Best 


Paramount's heaviest breadwinner 
under contracts written for it is 
‘Waikiki Wedding.’ This’ Bing 
Crosby musical will bring gross do- 
mestic sales of at least $1,500,000 and 
tops both ‘The Plainsman’ and ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1937,’ which some may 
have figured would be Par’s biggest 
rental-grabbers. ‘Plainsman’ and 
‘Big Broadcast,’ on returns, are run- 
ning within $50,000 of each other and 
will end up at $1,100,000 or $1,200,000. 

Twentieth-Fox staged a remarkable 
recovery during the past season over 
the prior year, delivering several 
very strong rental-snatchers which 
also were strong at the box offices of 
the nation. Company’s biggest will 
be ‘Wake Up and Live,’ which, it is 
estimated, will top $1,500,000 in this 
country. It cost only around $750,000 
to produce, as against over $1,000,000 
for ‘Adverse,’ nearly $2,000,000 for 
‘Ziegfeld,’ $1,000,000 ‘After the Thin 
Man,’ $1,400,000 ‘Star Is Born’ and 
$1,100,000 for ‘Waikiki.’ Thus, ‘Wake 
Up’ has a tremendous advantage 
when it comes to net rental profits. 
Picture cannot yet be judged on its 
foreign possibilities. 

Top sale grosser for RKO this sea- 
son is ‘Swing Time,’ earning power 
of which is $1,500,000 or above, plus 
about $1,000,000 for foreign countries. 
It cost better than $1,000,000 to make, 
as all Astaire-Rogers’ productions 
have. 

Universal and Columbia each are 
represented by one picture that will 
go into seven figures. U’s ‘My Man 
Godfrey,’ which cost around $700,000 
to turn out, will be a handsome 
profit-getter at a domestic rental 
which will approximate $1,200,000 
and* may go over that. In the foreign 
market it is estimated it will garner 
at least $600,000. Col’s ‘Lost Horizon’ 
j will go into the $1,000,000 class, it is 
expeced, after reaching general re- 
lease nationally. This picure, how- 
ever, is the highest in cost Col ever 
turned out, running over $1,500,000. 
Neither Grand National nor Republic 
have anything for the seven-figure 
brackets. 

In addition to the top champions 
of the leading seven major producer- 
distributors, the bulk of the ap- 
proximate 40 outstanders of the year 
takes in some surprisers. Good mer- 
chandising may have figured in some 
instances where the rental returns 
are higher than theatre operators 
think pictures should be getting. 

Over and above ‘Ziegfeld’ and 
‘Thin Man,’ Metro’s $1,000,000 babies 
include ‘Maytime,’ also strong at the 








| which will be close to that. While 
| ‘Good Earth’ has played none bu 
roadshow dates to date, it has taken 
in over $700,000 already on such en- 





Inside Stulf—Pictures 


The $7,500 judgment awarded Harold B, Franklin, producer, last week, 
against his brother, John J., the latter's wife, Birdie, and the Jay Jay 
Theatrical Corp., was set aside yesterday (Tuesday) by Federal Judge 
Francis G. Caffey on a technicality. At the same time Court permitted 
the defendants to move to set aside an attachment on their New York 
property which had been issued with the judgment. 

Judge Caffey reversed his previous ruling when attorney for the defen- 
dants pleaded that he was under the impression he was allowed 30 days 
to answer the complaint instead of 20 days allowed by the Court. It was 
on the failure to answer that Judge Caffey awarded the judgment. 

H. B. had sued to recover the $7,500 which he claimed was loaned to 
the defendants by the Brookline Corp. of which he was the sole owner, He 
claimed defendants obtained the loan through misrepresentation. 








Republic, in forming Republic Pictures of Delaware, named Walter 
Vincent president of the new company, although all along he has been 
chairman of the board of Republic Pictures of N. Y. He is close to Her- 
bert J. Yates, who’s in control, and his circuit (Wilmer & Vincent) has 
always given the Repub product as much of a nod as possible. 

Organization of Rep of Delaware was chiefly a legal measure, necessary 
in consequence of a decision by Yates and associates to float an issue of 
stock. This newly-organized company thus became the holding company 
for Repub of New York and Republic Productions, Inc. of California. Moe 
Siegel, Rep production head, is president of the latter but the N. Y. Repub 
organization has had no president since W. Ray Johnson was bought out 
by Yates. It had a v.p., however, J. J. Milstein, sales head. 








Report from the Coast that Gypsy Rose Lee (Louise Hovick) was come 


also, | ing to New York this fall to appear in a stage production under her orig- 


inal burlesque cognomen did not disturb the Hays office in the east. It 
' was pointed out that if she follows this course of action she would be out 
of pictures so there would be no legitimate reason for a squawk. 

Louise Hovick is under a one-picture contract. If re-signed for another 
picture and carries out reported intention of using the other name with 
which she has been identified in burlesque, a different course of action 
might be taken, it is understood. But if she returns to the stage as indi- 
cated, it will be no concern of the Motion Picture Producers & Distributors, 


General migration of gawkers from the sticks bearing letters from film 
exchange men in various areas with expectations of crashing studio gates 
has publicity departments tearing their hair and sending up wails of 
despair. Result of incursions has been a series of home office bleats to 
their men in the field to lay off. Travel this way is the heaviest since 
1928-29 with virtually the entire yokelry having the idea uppermost in 
their minds to ‘see how pictures are made.’ Another bad result is that 
legitimate press correspondents also clamoring for studio admission, are 
being classed with gadders and denied entree. 

Universal intended to hold a preview in N. Y. of ‘Road Back,’ in its 
newly edited version and invite critics in for another look-see. Decided 
against it, however, prefering to wait until the picture opens at the Roxy 
before asking the lads to do their stuff a second time. Film, meantime, 
opened around the country in a number of keys over the weekend with 
a new finish and other changes. 

Picture follows ‘Wee Willie Winkie’ (20th) into the Roxy. Latter opens 
Friday (23) and is figured for two or three weeks, 








Several thousand miniatures of Charlie McCarthy, Edgar Bergen’'s 
dummy, are being manufactured to figure in an exploitation stunt cooked 
up by Jock Lawrence and Monroe Greenthal for Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The 
Goldwyn Follies.’ Idea is to teach ventriloquism to salesmen with ven- 
triloquial contests to be staged in towns where the picture is shown. Minia- 
ture ‘Charlies’ will be the prizes. Tieup also is being wangled with Chase 
& Sanborn, which features Bergen on the ether, and with Gulf Oil, which 
headlines Phil Baker, also in ‘Follies.’ 





Paramount uncloseted its tint and tone equipment to use the tone wash 
on the first of its pictures since the silents. Bing Crosby’s ‘Double or 
Nothing’ film gets a uranium tone azure in the Martha Raye number. If 
tone-dipping proves satisfactory, Paramount will use it in many forthcom- 
ing pix, following the growing vogue established by Metro and 20th-Fox. 
Tint-tone was commonplace in silent pix, but languished with the advent 
of sound. 





N. Y. Times objected strenuously to an ad from the Rialto, Arthur 
Mayer’s small-seater on Broadway, but Maver finally wore the sheet down, 
Ad copy over which the Times had cabinet meetings read: 

‘Hell was too hot te hold him, so ‘The Devil is Driving’ with Richard 
Dix to the cool Rialto at Times Square.’ 
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to go into very high figures. The | Woman’ and ‘Kid Galahad’ are also 
same will be true of ‘A Day at the | expected to land in seven figures. 
Races,’ which will go well into seven | In the Paramount camp where 
digits. Others that won’t be far from ‘Plainsman’ is stronger in Europe 
$1,000,000 if not topping it will be | than ‘Waikiki,’ its domestic leader, 
‘Last of Mrs. Cheyney’ and ‘Captains | the strong rental-earners include 
Courageous.’ ‘College Holiday,’ ‘Texas Ranger.’ ‘I 
20th-Fox’s Array Met Him in Paris,’ ‘Swing High, 
Twentieth-Fox’s array of winners, | Swing Low and ‘Mountain Music. 
headed by ‘Wake Up,’ takes in two | The last mentioned may fall a bit 
outstanding musicals, ‘Sing, Baby, | short of $1,000,000 and ‘I Met Him “4 
Sing’ and ‘One in a Million’ Both | Pats may not quite get there either, 
of these will gross well over but it, too, will be close, based on 
$1,000,000 and in foreign theatres | ©Stimates at this time. — 
may come close to approximating | bmg Holiday will be safely 
what American rentals will be. The °¥*T $ 000,000, its final figure aoe 
musicals, in cost, were comfortably sibly being $1,200,000. ‘Swing Hig 





under $1,000,000 each. 


Another from 20th that will go 
over $1,000,000 in this country and 
may equal that abroad is ‘Lloyds of 
| London.’ As much as $500,000 is fig- 
| ured in English possessions alone. 
| Others under the 20th-Fox label that 
| are in the million-dollar class or will 
|end up very close to it are both 
Shirley Temple pictures this season, 
| ‘Dimples’ and ‘Stowaway,’ plus 
| the Avenue.’ That gives 20th sales- 
; men something to crow about. 
| For WB, terrific money-makers are 
| “Three Men on a Horse,’ ‘Charge of 
'the Light Brigade’ and ‘Green 
| Light,’ all of which may come close 
' to $1,500,000 in this country. ‘Three 





Last week, “Love | ticket windows, which may hit the| Men on a Horse,’ which cost only 
(GB) no more than | $2,000,000 mark, and ‘Born to Dance,’ | $600,000, may get to $2,250,000 for the 


| world. ‘Light Brigade’ stood Warners 
|'about $900,000 to produce, 
| ‘Green Light’ was considerably less, 
$650,000. 


‘Ramona,’ ‘Pigskin Parade’ and ‘On, 


while | 


‘King and the Chorus Girt.’ | 


gagements and eventually is expected | ‘Prince and the Pauper’, ‘Marked ' 


is figured for about $1,100,000 in this 
country, while ‘Ranger’ will be about 
$1,000,000. 

UA has had several disappointers 
on this season’s schedule, but in 
addition to ‘Star Is Born,’ will get 
about $1,100,000 on ‘Garden of Allah,’ 
| that or more on ‘Dodsworth’ and 
‘Come and Get It’ may come close to 
it. Remarkable thing about ‘Allah’ 
is that it will gross more on sales 
in foreign countries than here. per- 
haps as much as between $1.500.000 
and $2,000,000. ‘Dodsworth’ is esti- 
mated to get around $1,000,000 in the 
foreign market, $650,000 of it from 
English possessions alone. 

Behind its $1,500,000 ‘Swing Time.’ 
RKO will get into the million-dollar 
class with ‘Shall We Dance?’ latest 
Rogers-Astaire musical, and may 
come close to $1,000,000 with ‘Rain- 
bow on the River.’ 

‘Theodora Goes Wild’ will be 
Columbia’s second best behind ‘He- 
rizon,’ but it won't be near the 


$1,000,000 stature. 
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A 
FY PRAL 
M-G-M 
RELEASE 
CHART 
JUNE 


“DAY AT THE RACES”... MARX Bros. 

“PARNELL”... CLARK GABLE, MYRNA LOY 

“MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST”... Robert Young, Florence Rice 

“CAPTAINS COURAGEOUS”... F. BARTHOLOMEW, SPENCER TRACY, L, BARRYMORE 





JULY 


“EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS”... WILLIAM POWELL, LUISE RAINER 
“BETWEEN TWO WOMEN”... Franchot Tone, Virginia Bruce, Maureen O'Sullivan 
“TOPPER”... CONSTANCE BENNETT, CARY GRANT, Roland Young, Billie Burke’ 





“SARATOGA”... CLARK GABLE, JEAN HARLOW 
“LONDON BY NIGHT”... George Murphy, Rita Johnson 


AUGUST 


“GOOD EARTH”... PAUL MUNI, LUISE RAINER- 
“THE FIREFLY”... JEANETTE MacDONALD, Allan Jones, Warren William 
“BLACK LIGH T.NING”,.. M-G-M Feature Cast 


“BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938”... ROBERT TAYLOR, ELEANOR POWELL, George Murphy, 
Buddy Ebsen, Judy Garland, Raymond Walburn, Willie Howard, Binnie Barnes, Sophie Tucker,’ 
Charles Igor Gorin, Robert Benchley, Charley Grapewin, Robert Wildhack 





SEPTEMBER 





“THE BRIDE WORE RED”... JOAN CRAWFORD, FRANCHOT TONE, ROBERT YOUNG, 
Billie Burke, Reginald Owen 


“THE BIG CITY”... LUISE RAINER, SPENCER TRACY, Charley Grapewin, Janet Beecher, Eddie Quillan,» 


Viccor Varconi 


“DOUBLE WEDDING”... WILLIAM POWELL, MYRNA LOY 
“LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN”.,,. ROBERT MONTGOMERY, ROSALIND RUSSELL 


Etc., etc. 
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may contract for the new season: 


A Minimum of 44 and a maximum 
of 52 M-G-M Pictures with the 
Jollowing Stars, Featured Players, | 











{ 
Directors and Writers 
(listed aphabetically) 
STARS: 
LIONEL BARRYMORE, FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW, WALLACE | 
¢ 


BEERY, JOAN CRAWFORD, NELSON EDDY, CLARK GABLE, 
GRETA GARBO, GLADYS GEORGE, HELEN HAYES, CHARLES 
LAUGHTON, MYRNA LOY, JEANETTE MacDONALD, MARX 
BROTHERS, ROBERT MONTGOMERY, ELEANOR POWELL, 
WILLIAM POWELL, LUISE RAINER, NORMA SHEARER, 
ROBERT TAYLOR, SPENCER TRACY | 


FEATURED PLAYERS: 














Elizabeth Allan, John Arlington, Janet Beecher, Robert Benchley, Ray Bolger, Ariane Borg, Matthew 
Boulton, Virginia Bruce, Billie Burke, Bruce Cabot, Lynne Carver, Jean Chatburn, Roger Converse, Boyd 
Crawford, Allan Curtis, Henry Daniell, Melvyn Douglas, Louis Durst, Buddy Ebsen, Cliff Edwards, Madge 
Evans, Grace Ford, Betty Furness, Reginald Gardiner, Judy Garland, Natalie Garson, Charles Igor Gorin, ; 
Charley Grapewin, Virginia Gray, Julie Haydon, Ted Healy, William Henry, Willie Howard, Rita Johnson, 
Allan Jones, Guy Kibbee, Elissa Landi, Suzanne Larson, Priscilla Lawson, Mitchell Lewis, Della Lind, 
Tilly Losch, Douglas McPhail, Ruby Mercer, Una Merkel, Frank Morgan, Stanley Morner, George Murphy, 
Edward Norris, Ndna May Oliver, Oscar O'Shea, Maureen O'Sullivan, Reginald Owen, Barnett Parker, Cecilia 
Parker, Nat Pendleton, Leonard Penn, Juanita Quigley, Jessie Ralph, Florence Rice, Mickey Rooney, 
Clarence Russell, Rosalind Russell, Ann Rutherford, Tom Rutherford, Brent Sargent, James Stewart, Lewis 
Stone, Sheppard Strudwick, Franchot Tone, Helen Troy, Sophie Tucker, Johnny Weissmuller, Dame May 
Whitty, Warren William, Dick Winslow, Cora Witherspoon, Robert Young, George Zucco. : 
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DIRECTORS: 
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Dorothy Arzner, Frank Borzage, Clarence Brown, Jack Conway, George Cukor, Roy Del Ruth, George 
Fitzmaurice, Victor Fleming, Sidney Franklin, Robert Z. Leonard, Gustav Machaty, Edwin L. Marin, J. Walter 


Ruben, George Seitz, Edward Sloman, John M. Stahl, Errol Taggart, Richard Thorpe, W. S. Van Dyke, 
\ Sam Wood, Slavko Vorkapich. 





| WRITERS: 





Zoe Akins, Vicki Baum, Homer Beery, Thomas Bell, Robert Benchley, A. W. Bernal, Jr., David Boehm, 
Herman Boxer, Maude Brown, Hugo Butler, Lenore Coffee, George Harmon Coxe, Mitzi Cummings, Ruth 
Cummings, Cliff Dixon, George C. Drumgold, Virginia Faulkner, Ladislaus Bus-Fekete, Bradbury Foote, 
Douglas Foster, Everett Freeman, Jules Furthman, Harold Goldman, Frances Goodrich, Leon Gordon, 
Mauri Grashin, Eleanor Griffin, Albert Hackett, Comm. H. S. Haislip, Harry Hamilton, Elmer Harris, 
Lawrence Hazard, Philippe Heriat, John C. Higgins, James Hilton, Monckton Hoffe, Robert Hopkins, 
Cyril Hume, William Hurlbut, Talbot Jennings, Niki Justin, Karl Kamb, Paul Kunasz, Noel Langley, 
Leonard Lee, Robert Lees, Anita Loos, Harry Loud, John Lee Mahin, Richard Maibaum, Morris Markey, 
Herman Mankiewicz, Andrew Morthland, Jack McGowan, Hugh Mills, Ogden Nash, Frank H. O'Neill, Jr., 
George Oppenheimer, Marion Parsonnet, Robert Pirosh, Maurice Rapf, Stanley Rauh, Tom Reed, Gottfried 
Reinhardt, Conrad Richter, Frederic I. Rinaldo, William Roberts, Howard E. Rogers, Florence Ryerson, 
Waldo Salt, Jr., Don Schary, E. Richard Schayer, George Seaton, Arthur Sheekman, Robert E. Sherwood, 
Dalton Trumbo, Catherine Turney, Salka Viertel, Mrs. I. Von Cube, Maurine Watkins, Claudine West, 
Charles E. Whittaker, Carey Wilson, Walter Wise, Edgar A. Woolf, Philip Wylie. 








A FEW TITLES: 


( The following are subject to change. Just a few of hundreds of available vehicles.) 








Jeanette MacDonald, Nelson Eddy; “Girl Of The Golden West’’—Eleanor Powell, Nelson Eddy; “Rosalie” — 
| Robert Taylor, Spencer Tracy, James Stewart; “Three Comrades” —Clark Gable; “Idiot's Delight’ —Jeanette 
MacDonald, Nelson Eddy;“Robin Hood” —Joan Crawford; “Heavenly Sinner’ —Robert Montgomery; “Under 
Es This Flag” —Wallace Beery; “Stand Up And Fight”—Robert Taylor, Wallace Beery; “Springtide’ —Jeanette 

MacDonald; «The Firefly’ —«The Great Waltz’’—Robert Taylor, Spencer Tracy; «Tell It To The Marines” 
—Clark Gable; “The Great Canadian” —Clark Gable, Spencer Tracy; «Test Pilot’ —William Powell, Myrna 
Loy; “ Double Wedding” — Freddie Bartholomew, Robert Taylor; Kim” — Luise Rainer, Spencer Tracy; “Big 
City’’—«“The Return Of The Thin Man” by Dashiell Hammett— Robert Montgomery, Rosalind Russell; «Live, 
Love and Learn’.—Eleanor Powell; “Hats In The Air’ —Joan Crawford;“The Bride Wore Red’ —Greta Garbo, 
Charles Boyer; “Marie Walewska’’—Norma Shearer; “Marie Antoinette’ —the Hal Roach Production “Road 
Show” and others—«As Thousands Cheer” by Moss Hart—“Goodbye, Mr. Chips” by James Hilton—“Great 
Laughter” by Fannie Hurst—“Mannequin” by Katharine Brush—«Merrily We Roll Along” by George S. 
Kaufman and Moss Hart—‘National Velvet’ by Enid Bagnold—“Once Upon A Time” by Fannie Hurst— 
| “Pitcairn’s Island” by James Norman Hall and Charles Nordhoff—«“ Pride and Prejudice” by Helen Jerome 

from Jane Austen's novel —Victor Herbert's “Rose of Algeria’ —Victor Herbert's “Sweethearts” —« The 

Foundry” by Albert Halper —Victor Herbert's “The Red Mill’—“«Two Thieves” by Manuel Komroff— 

“Yellow Jack” by Sidney Howard and Paul de Kruif—“The Shining Hour” by Keith Winter —« Timber 


Line” by Gene Fowler—“Excursion” by Victor Wolfson —and many others. 
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PLUS A COMPLETE PROGRAM OF SPLENDID SHORT SUBJECTS 


Kindly ask your M-G-M Branch for our Complete Year Book for 1LY37-38 








METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER — 
: delivers the pictures 
using its wealth of 
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GREAT STARS! * GREAT DIRECTORS! GREAT VEHICLES! 


PROMOTED ‘BY 














BILLBOARDS! MAGAZINES! ' NEWSPAPERS! 


‘The only company that does it! (he biggest group of national maga- More assist campaigns in key cities 
9000 billboards in. 1500 cities: zines used by any company, in ad+ than any other company, launch- 
each month for 6 months. dition to the monthly fan magazines. dng the film direct to the public. 






( Just three phases of our prom 
motion. Read more about it 1n 
M-G-M’s Booklet and take ad- 


wantage of our many services!) 


Ss eee 


ox 











abd aoat Hae ears) 


a eS EERE a IA 














‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICE, 
Igar Square 


% St. Martin’s Place, Trafa 


INTERNATIONAL FILM NEWS 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple — 5041-5042 


VARIETY, LONDON 


al 














+ 


Doyle Enroute to N. Y. and London 


On Reorg Plans; 


Sydney, June 29. 

Stuart F. Doyle plans to reach 
New York, August 14, for heavy hud- 
dies with leading pic execs covering 
his future activities in Australia. 
From New York Doyle goes to Eng- 
land for chatter sessions with execs 
of London Theatre Centre, after 
which he intends flying back to 
Sydney to arrange his radio affairs. 

Next January Doyle returns to 
England, where he will remain for 
some time to cover the opening of 
his new theatre venture, proposed 
pic production plans, and a proposal 
to extend his theatre activities 
throughout the British Empire. Doyle 
will also have huddles with air- 
plane experts in eonnection with a 
company which he heads here for 
the manufacture of aircraft. While 
abroad Doyle will meet his radio 
partner, Frank Albert, millionaire 
music publisher, and set plans for 
the extension of their radio holdings 
in the Australian commercial field. 


Doyle may take with him some of 
the Greater Unioh execs, after he 
quits the company this month, Be- 
lieved that many of the G.U.T. gang 
will readily follow Doyle wherever 
he may lead them. Doyle hoped to 
escape sooner, but he’s waiting the 
return of Ken Asprey from New 
York. 

During his 25 years in the show 
game, Doyle has been connected with 
the following units: 


NAME POSITION CAPITAL 


Greater Union Theatres..M.D. $2,000,000 
Cinesound Productions...M.D. 375,000 
British Empire Films....M.D, 250,000 
Amalgamated Pictures. - 910,000 
MEE. bop cdedsdidcienses 1,350,000 
CPMOOED fo cis cs kis dc Sect cy >. 1,485,000 
Greater J. D. Williams..D. 1,985,000 
Associated Distribs...... M.D, 250,000 
Australasian Film....... D. 25,000 
Australasian Film Holdings 

M.D. 10,000 
Birch, Carroll, Coyle....D. 566,000 
British Empire Films (East) 

M.D, 250,000 
General Theatre Supplies N.Z. 

M.D. 100,000 
County Theatres (Goulburn) 

D. 125,000 
Wmpire Tatkies......... D. 340,000 
General Theatres........ Co-d, 200,000 


Greater Union (Extension) 

M.D. 2,500,000 
Greater Union (Management) 

M.D. 100,000 


Haymarket Theatres.....M.D, 273,780 
Haymarket Tivoli Theaires 
M.D. 100,000 
Nalional Theatre Supplies 
A 250,000 
Northern Amusements,..Co-d. 250,000 
Westralian Cinemas..... ( ie PS 000 
Wintergarden Theatres. 0,000 


'D. &G.M. 4,230,000 


It’s a pretty nice list, clicked up by 
aman who originally set out to be a 
lawyer. And, although Doyle is out 
of Greater Union now, he’s by no 
means through with show biz. 


KORDA ON TINT 
DEAL FOR SIX 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Deal has been negotiated between 
Alexander Korda and Dr. Herbert 
T. Kalmus whereby the former will 
make six features in Technicolor, 
with processing to be done at Tech- 
nicolor’s London plant. Contract 
covers 18 months. 

Korda plans two Merle Oberon 
Pictures in tints, one with Binnie 


Union Theatres Invests. 








Barnes and one featuring Sabu 
¢ Elephant Boy’) to be called 
Drums.’ Korda has a location unit 


working on this one now in the Khy- 
ber pass, Afghanistan. 





Chinese Censors Again 
Shanghai, July 3. 

Government censors still ban 
‘General Died at Dawn’ (Par), but 
have finally passed ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB) and ‘We Who Are About to 
Die’ (RKO). 

Latter was banned by the Shang- 


hai censors, but shown outside the 
City limits. 





New Zealand Biz Oke 
New Zealand, June 29. 
Trade continues very bright in the 
ominion with ‘Camille’ (MG), 
hen You're in Love’ (Col), ‘Green 
Light’ (WB) and ‘Rose Marie’ (MG). 





His Show History 


Pix in heseatlin 


iaiieia ‘Sia July 3. 
Pictures shown this week in first 
run: ‘When’s Your Birthday?’ (RKO), 


at the Ambassador: ‘Man of the 
People’ (MGM), and ‘Black Legion’ 
(WB), at the Florida: ‘Club de 


Femmes’ (French), at the Broadway; 
‘Juggernaut’ (English) and ‘Besos 
Brujos’ (Argentine), at the Monu- 
mental; ‘Her Husband Lies’ (Par), 
and ‘Love From a Stranger’ (Eng- 
lish), at the Suipacha; ‘La Kermesse 


Heroique’ (French), and ‘M’Liss’ 
(RKO), at the Opera. 
Holdover from last week: ‘The 


Charge of the Light Brigade’ (WB) 
at the Ideal. 
Gran Rex, biggest cinema in 
South America, is expected to open 
next week with ‘Libelled Lady’ 


(MGM), and ‘Two in a Crowd.’ (U). 


YANK PIX LEAD 
IN CHINA: 
RUSS 2D 





Shanghai, July 3. 

Ending the first six months of 1937, 
American distribs hold first place 
among all foreign countries in the 
number of films censored and pre- 
sented in China. Total of 147 fea- 
tures have been okayed, some of 
which will be held over until cool 
weather. Shorts and newsreels bring 
the total to more than 300. 

Biggest inroad against American 
predominance in the Chinese pic 
market is being made by Russian 
films, their majority eclipsing Brit- 
ish, French and German product. 
Russian community here totals 31,000 
and outnumbers the Anglo-Ameri- 
can, French and German. 

China has no quota law or boy- 
cott, but censorship is at times 
severe. 


THE OLD, OLD REFRAIN 


Exhibs in Northern Japan Want U.S. 
Distribs to Cut Rentals 











Tokyo, June 29. 

Representatives of Shochiku, Shin- 
ko and Nikkatsu houses located in 
the Hokkaido (Northern Japan) dis- 
trict, held a meeting in Tokyo last 
week to discuss ways and means of 
securing a reduction of rentals on 
foreign pix. 

Operators claim losses shown by a 
majority of the houses in the district 
re directly due to excessive amounts 
asked for foreign subjects, as com- 
pared to Jap product. In referring 
the matter to foreign distribs here, 
house managers pointed out that the 
sparsity of population and extremely 
low temperatures in winter should 
be considered in setting prices. 

Not much chance of distribs meet- 
ing the exhibs’ demands, as any ac- 
tion in that direction would bring up 
similar proposals from all other sec- 
tions of the country. 


Atlantis Film Co. 
Of Vienna Bankrupt 


Vienna, July 9. 
Atlantis Film Co., has filed bank- 





ruptcy, offering 40% to creditors. 
Management declares debts are 
$70,000. 

Cause: too strict contingency sys- 


tem and inability to sell productions 
abroad. 


LODGES’ ROMAN FILM 


Rome, July 10. 
John Lodge and his wife, Fran- 
cesca Bragiotti, will both be in the 
film that is so far known only as 
‘Production No. 1’ of the new 
Roman Cinema City. 





This pic will be the first in which | naval officer. 


the two Lodges appear together. 





LONDON HEARS 


METRO-BIP DEAL 


That’s the Latest Anent 
L. B. Mayer’s Current Trip 
Abroad — Maxwell’s De- 
sire to Quit Explained 


AFFECTS G-B ALSO 


London, July 20. 

On Louis B. Mayer’s current visit 
here he will discuss with John Max- 
well the possible purchase of con- 
trol of British International Pic- 
tures, it is learned here. Maxwell 
is reported recently telling friends 
that he contemplates retiring from 
film business, being ‘tired of people 
with no qualifications raising mil- 
lions overnight’ to compete with 
him, 

All this is a brand new tangent in 
the situation, and a surprising one. 
It was pretty definite that Mayer was 
coming over, at least partially, to 
talk up that on-again-off-again Gau- 
mont-British deal, but with British 
International on the block, too, al- 
most anything is now possible. 

Maxwell is a key member of the 
Gavfonont-British impasse. If he has 
come to the point where he.is.ready 
to step out himself, it’ means ‘that 
there should be no trouble about 
putting through that 20th-Fox, 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer, Gaumont- 
British merger. Purchase of British 
International would be another im- 
portant factor in the pool. 

Should it go through, the deal 
will really approach the ‘colossal’ 
stage. Gaumont-British and. British 
International are certainly the only 
two really important strictly British 
companies. (Korda while actually 
English-fimanced, etc., has distinct 
and important American allies via 
United Artists and thus is not in- 
cluded.) Mears that all important 
British production thus would be 
pooled into either United Artists or 
Metro-20th. And with Joseph M. 
Schenck an important figure in all 
three of these American companies, 
there is perhaps reason to believe 
that it may wind up in one channel 
eventually. 

That Maxwell should be willing to 
bow out is considerable of a surprise 
and will be somewhat of a shock to 
the industry when word of it is re. 
leased. However, there is no denying 
that the ‘canny Scotchman’ is dis- 
tinctly embittered by the recent turn 
of affairs in the film marts of the 
world and the constant onslaught of 
minor ‘nobodys’ who can at least get 
a healthy start in the biz here. It is 
easy financing, he feels, which is 
killing the biz and he has about 
reached | the saturation point. 





JOHN MAXWELL TO RETIRE? 





Shanghai B. 0. 
Shanghah: July 3. 

Best b.o. receipts for June here 
were rung up by ‘Escadrille’ 
(RKO), ‘Personal Property’ (MG), 
‘Prince and Pauper’ (WB), ‘Stow- 
away’ (20th) and ‘Love Is News’ 
(20th). 


‘Equadrille’ is ‘The Woman I Love’ 
in America; Paul Muni-Miriam Hop- 
kins starrer. 


CINESOUND FATE 
UNSET; PROD. 
MAY STOP 


Sydney, June 29. 

Future of Cinesound as a produc- 
tion unit remains in the balance, fol- 
lowing the quitting of Stuart Doyle 
as m.d, 

‘Lovers and Luggers’ is currently 
on the floor with Lloyd Hughes, after 
which comes a George Wallace com- 
edy titled ‘Gone to the Dogs’ 
insiders say is an apt title for the 
whole unit). These two pix were 
set long before Doyle decided to re- 
sign, and Doyle himself offered to 
stay until ‘Lovers and Luggers’ was 
completed. 

When questioned, officials said they 
could not tell what the future would 
hold, but admitted that there was a 
possibility of Doyle putting in a 
tender to take over the unit from 
Greater Union. Also said that there 
was the possibility of the studio be- 
ing leased to indies after ‘Dogs’ had 
been completed. Cinesound has been 
in continuous production of feature 
films for some years. Also turns out 
a weekly newsreel. 


March of Time Reel 
On China-Japanese 
Jam Starts Trouble 


Shanghai, July 3. 

Subsequent to a censorship dispute 
of March of Time reel on Chiang 
Kai-shek, referring to commentary 
on Japanese troubles, the French 
Concession section of the Shanghai 
Board is demanding the script of all 
dialog in newsreels. 

Distribs point out physical impos- 











(which 


‘Odeon Issue Oversubscribed; See 
Lord Beaverbrook in Back of Co. 


7 a 


London, July 11. 

Subscription list of Odeon Thea- 
tres, Ltd., Oscar Deutsch circuit of 
cinemas, opened at 9 o’clock July 7 
and closed five minutes later, hav- 
ing been over-subscribed. Total of 
$9,000,000 of shares were offered at 
99% of value. 

On the board of directors is the 
Hon. Peter Hudyard Aitken, younger 
son of Lord Beaverbrook, from which 
it might be inferred that his Lord- 
ship is interested in the circuit. 

Beaverbrook was at one time will- 
ing to join issue with Joe Schenck 





for the purchase of the Ostrer hold- 


ings in Gaumont-British. He was 
interested in British Movietone, and 
has always had a leaning for sub- 
stantial film investments. 

Deutsch public subscription was 
postponed several times, owing to 


heavy losses sustained by sharp- 
shooting indie film concerns and the 
fear that the public would be chary. 
Overscription indicates that the in- 
vesting public is once more willing 
to come in with substantial picture 
concerns, 


Chinese Film 
Prod. Off; Only 











| 


30 This Year 


Shanghai, July 3. 

Despite official edict by the Nan- 
king government that Cantonese pix 
must be made only in the Mandarin 
language, confidential information 
indicates that the ban is being re- 
laxed and local dialect may be used. 
Canton studios pointed out that, to 
ensure Chinese nationalism in Hong- 
kong, the Straits Settlements and 
Java, no other dialect would be ac- 
ceptable to millions of Chinese liv- 
ing there. 

Southern dialects are better for 
pix, as the language is better suited 
to the expression of humor and dou- 
ble entendre, and there are more 
stars available in that dialect. 

Average Chinese films cost less 
than American, running to around 
$20,000. Total number of Chinese 
pix made since the first of this year 
amount to less than 30, including 
Canton films, which now have to be 
censored through Nanking. 

Generally, they’re of better qual- 
ity than formerly, having more com- 
edy and dramatics. Association of 








| 
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sibility of this; Probability is that 
the French will retract. If not, no 
newsreels will be shown in the)! 





French Concession. 





Poor Butterfly Gets Jap Rewrite 


| 
| 
| 
| 
J 
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And Modernization; Par to Produce?’ 


Tokyo, July 20. 
Konoe,_ w.k. 
conductor here, completed a 
modern and Japanized version of 
Puccini’s ‘Madame Butterfly,” which 
has been submitted to Paramount 
for possible production. If Konoe’s 
version is accepted, it is expected 
that he will participate as adviser. 
According to the Viscount, his re- 
vised version of the opera was writ- 
ten at the request of Boris Morros, 
after he had pointed out to Par 
officials a number of objectionable 
scenes in Sylvia Sydney’s ‘Butter- 
fly,’ released by Par several years 
ago. 

New version changes the locale from 
Nagasaki to Kyoto, as more typically 
Japanese, and the time is changed 
to the present. Pinkerton is to be 
an American musician, instead of a 


Viscount Hidemaro 


has 


Japan, Pinkerton meets Cho-Cho San 


On a musical tour of | 





only to part in sorrow. 
stimulates Cho-Cho San to become a! 


| pix, 
Fr iendship | Thin Man’ (MG), ‘Rainbow on River’ 


Motion Picture Producers has re- 
solved to import American equip- 
ment for sound and technicolor. 





RAIN HURTS AUSSIE BIZ 


But ‘Thin Man,’ ‘Rainbow,’ ‘Horizon’ 
and ‘Girls’ Do Well 








Sydney, June 29 
Heavy rain is detrimental to b.o. 
these days, but managers are await- 
ing a break to get going again, 
however, are sockos: 


Four 
‘After 


| (RKO), 


‘Lost Horizon’ (Col), and 


singer, resulting in an appearance in| ‘Three Smart Girls’ (U). 


a grand recital in America, 
Pinkerton conducting. Story 
ends happily, with the two united. 


In submitting the story to Para- | placing. 
the fol-| 


mount, Konoe insists 
lowing conditions: 
1. All scenes ‘insulting’ 


upon 


to 


with | 
now | 


Japs | Others include ‘Top of Town’ 
should be eliminated from the Puc- 


“Woman I Love’ (RKO), and ‘China 
| Passage’ (RKO), move out after 
floppo, with ‘Green Light’ (W) re- 
‘History Is Made at Night” 
(UA) and ‘Waikiki Wedding’ (Par) 
|are in for a try and should do o'rev. 
(U i 
‘Call It a Day’ 


‘Old Hutch’ (MG), 





cini piece. (WB), ‘Park Avenue Logger’ (It'<O), 
2. Music of the first act is to be | ‘Aren't Men Beasts’ (AD), ‘Sensation’ 

entirely rewritten by Konoe to im-| (AD), ‘Panic on Air’ (Col). and 

part more Japanese spirit. Konoe’s| ‘Everything Is Rhythm’ (ATP). 

composition to retain the spirit in| 

which Puccini wrote, but be more | Melbourne, June 29. 


genuinely Japanese, 


| Rain and fog kept biz away in 


3. Japanese actress to take part of | practically every spot, despite the 


Madame _ Butterfly and 
scenes as possible to be 
Japan, 

Konoe leaves for America July 21, 
and if agreeable, production will 
start soon after his arrival. 


as 


taken in 


many | strong 


lineup, including ‘Theodora 
Goes Wild’ (Col), ‘Rose Marie’ (MG). 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), ‘Show Goes 
On’ (ATP), ‘Take My Tip’ (GBD), 
‘Stolen Holiday’ (WB), ‘My Maa 
Godfrey’ (U), and ‘Sabotage’ (GBD), 
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A memorable impression of the rawand lustydays | 
when financial and social titans were fighting to. _ 
win historic names ... Earmarked for important | 
coin.”’ | — Hollywood Variety 


aed 1) spectacular toca smashing theatrical 
attraction ae Exceptional entertainment 


“An important comedy i ae - - « Should play to 
heavy box-office returns.’’ —Film Daily 





‘“‘Good entertainment which will get money 2’—Variety 
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mass appeal... Can he sold for the a 
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sot highways! ... i ng F pete a & show a 
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FILM REVIEWS 











EXCLUSIVE 


Los Angeles, July 20. 

Paramount release of Benjamin Glazer 
production. Stars Fred MacMurray, Fran- 
ces Farmer, Chas. Ruggles; features Lloyd 
Nolan. Directed by Alexander Hall. Screen 
, John C. Moffitt, Sidney Salkew, Rian 
, from story by Moffitt; edited by 
Paul Weatherwax; camera, William Mel- 
lor. Previewed at Paramount, L, A., July 


19, ’37. Running time, 73 mins, 

Ralph Houston............ Fred MacMurray 
Wine Swain... ..-.ccccoccas Frances Farmer 
Se ae Charlie Ruggles 
Smaries GHlette, . 0.05 cvcessss Lloyd Nolan 
peer eererry var Fay Holden 
Horace Mitchell... ....c.<-e0s Ralph Morgan 
Cel. Bomar, oo. v0vsse Edward H, Robins 
POR. os v cede vv ae cobs en Harlan Briggs 
mee: Prams. sc Willard Robertson 
ee ¢ to Pa. bas oeOe we Horace MacMahon 
DD . 2 + 66 Cha beeen ee wae William Mansell 
Elliott eeeeeeeeeee Gaylord Pendleton 
PPC err ee Chester Clute 
Dr. Beoomeurien. ..............Irving Bacon 
DOD. «<0 vticenshestauee sam Frank Bruno 
EE» 5 <'s:0 00 6 00 Agen Bennie Bartlett 





Hodgepodge of racketeering and 
newspaper yarn, ‘Exclusive’ is a box- 
ofiice disappointment lacking in 
originality and without benefit of 
good workmanship in direction or 
writing. Although cast with good 
players, their efforts are unavailing 
in an old-fashioned melodrama con- 
cerned with journalistic rivalry and 
crooked politicians. 

Men and women who write the 
news for the Metropolitan dailies 
have stood for plenty of misrepre- 
sentation of their jobs and their 
habits, but this one touches a new 
high mark in incredibility and im- 
probability. It is played straight as 
if the actors believed it. The audi- 
ence never will. 

Fred MacMurray is the assistant 
city editor of an upright daily which 
is campaigning to clean up the 
crooked politicians, one of whom, 
upen his acquittal.for grafting, buys 
an opposition sheet and gives the 
home folks a lesson in blackmail. 
When a good citizen who operates 
the department store refuses to fall 
in line, the yellow sheet spreads a 
report that his elevators are dan- 
gerous. A libel suit is started, and 
the crooked publisher hires gang- 
sters who sabotage the machinery, 
and a serious accident results. Old 
time newspaperman on MacMurray’s 
staff runs down the _ strong-arm 
leader and gets a confession. Picture 
winds up with an expose of the vil- 
lainous publisher, whose newspaper 
plant is destroyed by outraged citi- 
zens. He is rescued by police from 
the mob that is bent on lynching. 

In addition to MacMurray, the 
players who try their best with this 
impossible stery ar Charles Rug- 
gles, as the old timer with high 
ideals; Frances Farmer, his daughter 
who takes a job on the opposition 
sheet, and Lloyd Nolan, the grafter 
turned publisher. A 

Alexander Hall has directed with- 
out assurance, and the film lacks 
conviction at any point. Production 
is on a big scale, but the story misses 
completely. Flin. 


IT’S LOVE I’M AFTER 


Hollywood, July 17. 

Warner Bros. release of Harry Joe Brown 
production, Stars Leslie Howard and Bette 
Davis. Featues Olivia de Havilland and 
Eric Blore, Directed by Archie L, Mayo. 
Original story by Maurice Hanline; screen- 
play by Casey Robinson. Camera, James 
Van Trees; film editor, Owen Marks; asst. 
director, Jack Sullivan. Previewed at 
Warner's Hollywood July 16, ‘37. Running 
time, 90 mins, 


Mercia West........... Olivia de Havilland 
BOeEY Gramt., oo cies cccsccne’ Patric Knowles 
SOR: 5 d's.6'6. aps cubs 4 tigmbetabees Eric Blore 
eens WOME. 5 chs cpesccses George Barbier 
Gracty Kane... cscccsecee Bonita Granville 
ORE TNA. dicdhabewtanme ves Spring Byington 
pe, Per rer Seo re E. E. Clive 
nh: Se, .hsedicntbedensende Georgia Caine 
By 6-0 6605 >0 sbedkbek coneanees Mary Treen 
rat ne ra Fa -Veda Ann Borg 





-»»-Grace Fields 


me, BOAMOOR. Fi a6 snc t as cs downs Harvey Clark 
St: TEM baw haw s-0% ewand »-Sarah Edwards 
Mr. Hinkle.........i...ec0e0ecn0mas Pogue 
Ss SRM. scp chikaksntadbean +».Ed Mortimer 
Mecond Butilel; ss. ..2-cscscedva Thomas Mills 





Theatre operators will’ be wise to 
shift their booking dates in prepara- 
tion for extended runs for this 
comedy, one of the best in many 
months, and one that is loaded with 
boxoffice personalities for the bright 
lights, and plenty of laughing power 
to keep it going before capacity audi- 
ences until everyone has a chance to 
see it. Title is trite, but the picture 
is fresh, clever, excellently directed 
and produced, and acted by an en- 
— that clicks from start to 

nish. 

With Leslie Howard, Bette Davis, 
Olivia de Havilland, Eric Blore and 
Pairic Knowles 
there is name value every exhibitor 
can push to the limit. The best that 
can be said about it is not too- good. 
The best money-maker so far put 
out by any of the major companies 
for the new season. 
the director, got his big opportunity 
when he was handed this script to 
make, and he has turned in a per- 
fect piece of showmanship, clean as 
a desert sunrise and commercially 
potent as the gold in them thar hills. 

Howard and Miss Davis are 
Shekespearean stars, and the fun 
staris with the opening scene, a rep- 
resentation of the tragic finale of 
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ with whispered 
interpolations between the 
lovers, who are in a spiteful, tem- 


peramental and jealous mood. At. 


the conclusion of the performance a 
debutante (Miss de Havilland) 
gushes her infatuated adoration for 
Howard, who senses the prospects of 
an adventure, 
puts in en appearance, appeals to the 
more generous side of the star and 


in the top spots, | 


Archie Mayo, | 


stage | 


Then the girl's fiance | 


persuades him to kecome his week- 
end guest and cure the girl of her 
madness, by behaving in a boorish 
manner. The comical situations 
which develop provide the amuse- 
ment. At the finish the young 
couple is united with blissful pros- 
pects, and Howard and Miss Davis 
resume their temperamental tour. 

Maurice Hanline wrote the origi- 
nal story. Casey Robinson has built 
it into a scenario which sparkles 
with witty lines, farcical situations 
and just enough commen sense and 
serious moments to balance per- 
fectly. 

It’s the best comedy acting How- 
ard has done since his stage appear- 
ance some years ago in ‘Her Card- 
board Lover. The part is possessed 
of unlimited chances for satiric 
points, none of which seem to have 
been missed. His caricature of an 
actor trying to be nonchalant of 
praise and adulation from women 
admirers is extremely mirthful. 

Eric Blore, as the star’s alter ego 
and valet, is capital with his antics. 
He has one scene when his signalling 
to Howard by imitating birl calls 
becomes confused with actual bird 
trilling, and it is as uproarious a 
sequence as films ever have con- 
tained. 

Miss de Havilland plays a straight 
part, and she does it excellently. She 
seldom has appeared to better ad- 
vantage, or has looked more at- 
tractive. Miss Davis is the under- 
standing woman of the world, wise 
in her true estimates of the fickle- 
ness of men. The role is a distinct 
departure from the heavier type of 
things which she usually plays, and 
she reveals a fine sense of comedy. 

Lesser bits are capably handled. 
Patric Knowles does the young so- 
ciety lover with assurance, and 
George Barbier, Bonita Granville, 
Spring Byington and Georgia Caine 
{to select a few from the large cast) 
each stand out in important and 
amusing moments. 

Film has been given high-class 
production, with fine settings and at- 
tractive costuming of the femme 
players. Latter is likely to be out of 
fashion by the time the final repeat 
showings of this picture take place. 








Flin, 
| WHITE BONDAGE 
Warner production and release. Feaiures 


Jean Muir, Gordon Oliver, Howard Phillips, 


Joseph King. Harry Davenport, Virginia 
Brissac, Addison Richards. Directed by 
Nick Grinde. Story and screen play, 


Antrony Coldeway; camera, Lu O’Connell 


At the Fox, Brooklyn, dual, week July 16, 








‘37. Running time, 60 mins, 
NET NN « Fk. 5 Gondenebaebatisoats Jean Muir 
oe rere roe Gerdon Oliver 
a nh 2 é0)0 6006 eee Howard Phillips 
NRE iis 4. oe Sans 60404480 bb bn Joseph King 
oS Re Ferrer ee ee Harry Davenport 
Sarah Talcott......cccccces Virginia Brissac 
ee I ob nos dsan ice son Addison Richards 
RMU MORM. cdcichcdecvecsceqcedesviens Cy Kendall 
er i Milt Kibbee 
AsO TEUGIOM 0 6 eo tisc ccc decvese Trevor Bardette 
pe dS PR pre rrTey Gordon Hart 
Oe Pere aera Eddie Anderson 
SINS 56-465 cbaee 60bneeve suas Bernice Pilot 
Warners, in the past the trail- 


blazer and finder of prime success in 
cinematically dealing with socio- 
logical mellers, overlooked a timely 
topic by not making ‘White Bondage’ 
a saga of the sharecroppers in the 
South. Yarn is fashioned around 
‘em, and the alleged short-weighting, 
check-in and enslaving tactics of the 
planter-bosses. 


But after a promising start, the 
film goes on a detour from the real 
subject and winds up as an action 
meller of the wild western stamp, 
|only the participants aren't cow- 
hands in ‘Bondage,’ but cousins in 
appearance, if not in morals, to 
Jeeter Lester. 


As is, will just repose on the un- 
derside of duals’ billing, and, sans 
names of note or import as it is, will 
find it swamp-heavy going. 

Story is unconvincing. That fault 
lies in the writing, 

Subordinates to the two leads are 
players usually found in westerns 
|or their equivalents. As heavies, 
| Joseph King and Virginia Brissac are 
; good. In a sympathetic part, How- 
; ard Phillips is intense and effective. 
Miss Muir has her locks dyed dark 
| brunet, quite a contrast from her 

past fair hair, and the change doesn’t 

become her. Possibly, then, she was 
‘thought not to appear too lovely 
| living in the backwash of the Bible 
| Belt environment. As the male lead 
Gordon Oliver was no more than 
| fairish. 
Direction was that of the average 
action meller; camera held its end. 
Bert. 


HIDEAWAY 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
RKO-Raedio release of Cliff Reid produc- 
tion, Stars Fred Stone. Directed by Rich- 
rd Rossen. From play by Melvin Levy, 
| screenplay by J, Robert Bren and Edmund 
l.. Hurtmann. Camera, Jack Mackenzie: 
| tilm editor, Henry Berman; asst. director, 
| Dovan Cox. Previewed at RKO Hill St. 
|} theatre, I. A., Running 
| time, €@ mins. 
a er ee, See Fred Stone 
DN sab 56406 senetetedess eee s Emma Dunn 
ere seneuene ... Marjorie Lord 
er Seer J. Ofrrol Naish 
BUNc das tevessvecessctesccns WHE Copeum 
Pel 46 a5 0056556600) a00s80084 Ray Mayer 
PS Pee ert eee eee oe PP Brodley Page 
Norris .Paul Guilfoyle 
.... Tommy Bond 
.Dudley Clements 
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babies C048 Vb45.090200008 Alec Craig 
VOWMUM. os .cccccccccces.. -Craries, Withers 
| Res Che 600 b0Es bbbeds ovees Oito Hoffman 
| Mooney PKRs ewan se0d Olen eeGs Bob Mckenzie 





They don't come as bad is this one 





ivery often. It’s just as well. Pre- 
‘view audience gave it a razzin’, 





Miniature Reviews 





‘Exclusive’ (Par). Hokey news- 

paper-gangster yarn of old- 
fashioned meller calibre. Fred 
MacMurray, Frances Farmer, 
Lloyd Nolan, Chas. Ruggles top 
cast. 

‘It’s Love I’m After’ (WB). 
Smash comedy hit with Leslie 
Howard, Bette Davis, Olivia de 
Havilland, Eric Blore and Pat- 
ric Knowles. Arrange extra 
playing time for this one. 

‘Higeway’ (RKO). Title well 
selected. Hide it away in the 
film exchanges and forget it, 

‘Confession’ (WB). Kay Fran- 
cis in an emotional drama, pre- 
tentiously produced and finely 
directed. Distinctly in the up- 
per brackets and made to order 
for important first runs. 

‘One Mile from Heaven’ (20th- 
Fox). Mixture of farce and 
melodrama and a yarn about a 
girl newspaper reporter who 
digs up a messy blackmail story. 
Claire Trevor and Bill Robin- 
son featured. Made for the 
duals. 

‘Wild and Weolly’ (20th-Fox). 
Jane Withers in a good western 
with first-class support from 
Walter Brennan and Berton 
Churchill, and a new moppet, 
Carl Switzer, who has a funny 
pan. 

‘The Red Rape’ (Rep.). Bet- 
ter than usual Bob Steele west- 
ern; maximum action makes it 
okay to bolster dual program 

‘Juggernaut’ (GN). Typical 
Boris Karloff meller, done in 
English manner and with Brit- 
ish support. £&parcity of action 
and thrills hold it to double- 
bill consumption. 

‘Meet the Bey Friend’ (Rep.). 
Unamusing farce without names 
or piospects. 








laughing at the wrong spots, and ap- 
plauding the wrong speeches. Film 
deserved the rough treatment. It’s 
third rate in every respect. Comes 
under the pay-or-play clause of ex- 
hibition contracts. Many exhibitors 
will pay for it and not play it. 
Fred Stone and Emma Dunn head 
up the cast. On their long and dis- 
tinguished records on the stage and 
in pictures they are entitled to some- 
thing better than this trashy, in- 
credible and irritating story. 


Locale is one of those hypothetical 
upstate villages peopled by character 
actors of the old time Charles Ray 
period. Stone is a _ ne’er-do-well 
father of a family living in an aban- 
doned house, which belongs to a city 
crook who bought it for a hideaway. 
Crook and his two pals, hunted by 


an enemy gang, blow in for a quiet 


vacation from metropolitan vicissi- 
tudes. Villagers entertain with a 
barn dance, and local comedians dis- 
port their stuff. Rival crooks put in 
an appearance and kill the hider- 
outs. Fred Stone gets a medal from 
the neighbors. He ought to get an 


Academy statue for consenting to 
play in such a poorly written. di- 


rected and produced picture. Flin, 


CONFESSION 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, July 17. 


Warner Bres. release of First National 
picture; produced by Henry Biancke. 
Kay Francis; features lan Hunter, 
Rathbone. Directed by Joe May. 

play by Hans Rameau; adapted by 
J. Epstein and Margaret LeVine. 

director, Stanley Logan; 
Hickox; asst, director, Shersy Shrouds; 
editor, James Gibbon. Musical score and 


songs by Peter Kreuder and Jack —— 
re- 
theatre 


Leo F. Forbstein. 
Warner's Hollywood 
Ruaning time, 85 mins. 


musical director, 
viewed at 
July 15, ’37. 


Stars 
Basil 
Screen- 
Sulius 
Dialog 
camera, Sid 


matic star. Studio has put every 
effort and plenty of investment be- 


hind ‘Confession, which emerges 
with particular distinction for Joe 
May, one time German director of 
silent films, who earns important 
recognition for his handling in this 
picture. 


There are no psychological subtle-~ 
ties incorpora in the script to con- 
fuse and detract from a story of 
simple and primative emotions. Lo- 
cale is Warsaw, and much of the 
tale is told in retrospect, as a visual- 
ization of testimony given in a mur- 
der trial of a cabaret singer who has 
shot a philandering concert pianist 
whom she discovers in the society of 
a young girl. At the trial the singer 
at first refuses to testify in her own 
behalf, or give the court any intima- 
tion of her motives. When it ap- 
pears that evidence will be intro- 
duced which will reveal the rela- 
tionship of mother and daughter, 
heretofore withheld, the defendant 
breaks her silence and tells her 
story, as a result of which the court 
recommends pardon. In the course 
of the narrative, which establishes 
a one-time intimacy between the 
witness and the murdered man, 
there are occasional flashbacks to 
the courtroom, showing a haggard 
and desperate woman, scarcely 
recognizable as the attractive, beau- 
tiful young opera singer and wife 
who is portrayed in the testimony. 

The fact that the audience, early 
in the film, suspects the accused and 
the young companion of the mur- 
dered ma. are mother and daughter, 
does not militate against the enjoy- 
ment of watching the plot unfold. 
The adaptation by Julius J. Epstein 
and Margaret LeVino is a_ skilful 
piece of screen writing. To the 
credit of the writers and director, 
particularly, is their decision that all 
characters speak English without 
any trace of dialect. 

As the action covers a period of 20 
years, commencing soon before the 
war, the transitions of appearance 
of Vera (Miss Francis) to a middle- 
aged accused murderess are reason- 
able, although it must be admitted 
that the star, in a blonde wig cut 
Buster Brown, offers a_ surprising 
make-up. But, then, screen mothers 
who kill to save their daughters’ 
honor suffer preity deeply. 

Such suspense and interest which 
j the story possesses results from the 
manner of its telling. First two reels 
are concerned with the infatuation 
of Lisa (Jane Bryan) for Michailow 
(Basil Rathbone). These are con- 
vincing scenes, so sympathetically 
played by the virtuoso that his vil- 
lainy is not. suspected. It is the 
most severe acting test which Miss 
Bryan has tackled, and she does her 
part extremely well. 

The entire cast is excellent, in 
fact. As the presiding judge, Donald 
Crisp turns in one of his best per- 
formances, conveying such dignity 
and decorum that the outcome of the 
proceedings is made to appear a 
truly serious matter. Ian Hunter, as 
the heroine’s husband of her younger 
days, handles very capably a not 
important role. There are good pas- 
sages by Dorothy Peterson, step- 
mother of the girl; Laura Hope 
Crews, in a comedy character part, 
and Veda Ann Borg. in her first role 
3 any size in a Hollywood produc- 
ion. 

More than usual attention has been 
given to the musical score for the 
film, which is an important con- 
tributing factor to the production, 
and which was written by Peter 
Kreuder. Leo F.’ Forbstein’s record- 
ing is up to his standard. 

This sort of story might be typed 
as slightly dated and somewhat 
reminiscent, but chances are that so 
long as women enjoy their tears, 
especially in picture theatres, it will 
have a good reception. Flin. 


EDGE OF THE WORLD 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 7. 


British Independent Exhibitor release of 
Joe Rock production. Stars Belle Chrys- 
tall, Niall Macginnis. Directed by Michael 








“ o. P Powell. Cameramen, Ernest Palmer, 
bi sete ee res ercerseees yond ——— Skeets Kelly, Monty Berman. At London 
Leonide POY oo seo evveee senses Hippodrome July 6, °37. Running time 
Michael Michailow.......... Basil. Rathbone 80 mins. ’ 
VASA. . cece ese e eee e eee ern eeeees Jane oe Sade kkt can echiekedoues Finlay Currie 
Presiding Judge........-.--+, Pawers CHOP | AMATOW.:.cccsccss:scccc.. Niall Macginais 
Hildegard. .........-+.+0+0: a ary Maguire | Catechist................. Grant Sutherland 
Pee eee D4rothy Peterson Laird r 
math ‘amen Mase Geawe IDR 6.4 600040% 468040 Campbell Robson 

0 | tS é : —— an i 66ers tcesceds George Summers 
Prosecutor Attorney.......... Robert Barrat . 

“ EGE Sesh. dacs vas 0b ocnne al John Laurie 
Defense Aitorney........... oie oe Ruth..... Belle Chrystall 
agape kale tai fal som hen nto see cree ercccsesececoees _ Chr: 
Reais tee fe Se —" Te EEE LEER ET ete FEE ge ser 
PRADOTESE . cc ccccccessccccesi See ee ae tt eA overs oases y rwan 
DOCtOP. cccccccccicscscccers Lawrence Grant 











Admirers of ‘Man of Aran,’ which 


Emotional drama of a mother’s | achieved considerable success a few 


loving sacrifice to save her daughter 
from unhappiness and seduction, the 


;years ago, will probably welcome 
, this offering as a worthy successor. 


kind of film which, when well writ- | It is overlong, however; scant of plot 
ten, directed and acted, always has | and unlikely to be hailed by the 


met with universal audience ap- 
proval, ‘Confession’ is a finely pro- 


duced vehicle for Kay Francis, and 


‘Madame X’ formula, its theme runs 
counter to the present season’s abun- 


dance of comedies, and therefore, on 
the rule of contrast, may 
perfectly with public appeal. 


a top grosser and a repeater. 


Responsibility for the commercial | ing moods. 


very fine supporting acting, the pic- | fathers. 


ture is all hers. 
portant production in several years, 
and is ideal material for any dra- 


coincide 

Merit- 
ing substantial exploitation in im- | 
portant first runs, it may build into 


It is her most im- | would make an _ excellent 


| public at large. 
Gaunt, austere isle in the Shet- 
lands, off Scotland, known as Hirta, 


a picture that is likely to put her | with its handful of toiling, dour 
forward in favor as a dramatic | fisherfolk and would-be farmers, 
‘actress. A tear-jerker of the | provide the subject of the story. Son 


of one family loves the daughter of 
another, but her twin brother, back 
from work on the mainland, stirs up 
trouble and nearly wrecks their 
lives, 

| Chief credit is due to the photog- 
| raphy, which depicts the grim, eerie 
| storm-bound islet in its ever vary- 
Young stars are virile 





‘career of the picture is tossed right | and sincere, and John Laurie and 
into Miss Francis’ lap. Despite some | Finlay Currie score as the respective 
reduced, it 
nature 
study, but there is not enough in it 
to warrant the footage. 


Considerably 
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One Mile From Heaven 


Los Angeles, July 15. 

20th Century-Fox release of So! M. Wurte 
zel production, Features Claire Trevor and 
Bill Robinson. Directed by Allan Dwan,. 
Screenplay by Lou Breslow and John Pat— 
rick, from stories by Judge Ben B. Linde 
sey, Robin Harris and Alfred Golden, 
Camera, Sidney Wagner; asst. director, 
Samuel Schneider; film editor, Fred Allen; 
musical director, Samuel Kaylin. Pree 
viewed at Fox Uptown, L. A., July 14, '37, 
Running time, 68 mins. 


Lucy (‘Tex’) Warren.........Claire Trevor 


Barbara Harrison....... 6edasuinis Sally Blane 
Jim. Tabor....... seeeeeeessDoughlas Fowley 
Flora Jackson........... Fredi Washington 
Pa veccceceatect viceeeeacapect Joan Carel 
Moxie McGrath ......cccccccees Ralf Harolde 
Jerry Harrigon.....-+....66.. John Eldredge 
TNs 6s.5 sRAMGES Ci 000 b'ekegea’s Paul McVey 
Peemeimmer ACMBs cos cccccccecess Ray Walker 
Peter Brimdell, ........cce0. Russell Hopton 
Charlie Milford............. Chick Chandler 
yy BP Arr Eddie Anderson 
TUGTO ClavKkO. cccscccccves Howard Hickman 
Gee WOOK debe bd cc icds cs céeces Bill Robinson 





They skate on pretty thin ice in 
this picture, which is a story about 
a young Negress who brings up a 
white child she claims is her own, 
and then goes to court and fights out 
the issue with the real mother. Film 
has the advantage of being away 
from the stereotyped run of pictures, 
but whether the theme fits into the 
popular groove is something to think 
about. Cast is without names for the 
first runs; therefore, will fit into the 
second half of the duals. 

Allan Dwan has direcied with 
Various tempos, and the script is a 
mixture of farce and melodrama, 
with a bit of sob added. 

Starts out as a newspaper yarn. 
Claire Trevor is sent bv her city 
editor to fill in at police headquar- 
ters when the reporter regularly as- 
signed breaks his leg. ‘He slipped 
on a piece of soap,’ Miss Trevor ex- 
plains. ‘Served him right for taking 
a bath,’ his friend replies. ‘It was 
the soap which belonged to the scrub 
woman in the saloon at the corner,’ 
she says. 

Boys in the press room start to 
rib the girl after she wins their 
money in a stud poker game. Sent 
off to the colored section of the city 
on a fake assignment, she bumps 
into a white child who is being raised 
by a Negress. Full of reportorial 
zeal, Miss Trevor starts to investi- 
gate. Child’s mother is revealed to 
be a wealthy society woman, whom 
Miss Trevor protects from a black- 
mail slug. 

Chief characters wind up in the 
Juvenile Court and tell their stories, 
which makes a newspaper scoop for 
the girl reporter. Matching of foot 
and finger prints establishes the 
identity of the child as belonging to 
the society woman, who takes the 
Negress home for nurse. 

Bill Robinson, as a colored police- 
man in the Harlem district, has very 
little to do with the social problems 
touched upon in the film, but he does 
his tap specialty no less than four 
times. 

Miss Trevor is too ambitious and 
hard working to suit most newspaper 
reporters, but she carries through to 
a satisfactory beat. Film marks re- 
appearance of Fredi Washington, as 
the Negress nurse, and she is splen- 
did. Has looks, good voice and real 
acting ability. She’s deserving of a 
| better chance than this picture offers, 
Flin, 


BORN RECKLESS 


Lincoln, Neb., July 17. 


20th Century-Fox production and release 
Features Rochelle Hudson, Brian Denlevy, 
Barton MacLane, Robert Kent, Harry 
Carey and Pauline Moore. Direcied by 
Malcolm St. Claire; Screenplay, John Pate 
rick, Helen Logan and Robert Ellis; story, 
Jack Andrews; camera, Daniel B. Clark; 
editor, Alex Troffey. At Orpheum, Lincoln, 





dual. Running time, 60 mins. 
8 Per Rochelle Hudson 
Bob (‘Hurry’) Kane........ Brian Donlevy 
Ey SR 60's. 6 b000%000% Barton MaclLane 
3). 8, Fy Pao Robert Kent 
PEM MEI Cocos eo tieesbs file Harry Carey 
BPN WGn GOMNUOMIR. 666 icukcc dian Pauline Moore 
Windy Bowman.......... .Chicek Chandler 
Mac hb EUs eee 000s bo hbo sc William Pawley 
DC e abo e bi 8 00 be 0060 0ds Francis MeDonald 
| Soany NS 3-04 64.0000 0558 George Woleott 
District Attermey.........0ed Joseph Crehan 
Houses in the knuckle districts 


will give this actioner its best play. 
For the most part, dual billing will 
catch it. 


Setting is a big town taxi war— 
warring started when a bunch of 
independent cab companies refused 
to pay a protection racketeer $5 per 
cab per day to operate. Possibilities 
for fist-to-jawing are not  over- 
looked. 

Although Rochelle Hudson tops 
the feature list, Brian Donlevy is the 
focal point. Racing driver of re- 
‘nown, he joins forces with Robert 
Kent, his friend, in helping to fight 
|the racketeer, Barton MacLane. 
When Donlevy’s in a cab, he is to 
| the other cabs as Milt Briiton to a 
violin. 
| MacLane has a way of using his 
| boys as long as they're good to him: 
, then plants hot stuff on ‘em to get 
them canned. Turns out that Ro- 
chelle Hudson, who plays like a 
bruiser’s moll, is really trying to 
| get the stuff on him for routing her 
|to several years in prison. Sec- 
| ondary romance—Donlevy and Hud- 
, son—is Robert Keni’s heari-to-heart- 
jing with Pauline Moore. Harry 
| Carey is the grand old man of the 
indie cab system. 

Best sequence in the storv is the 
three-minute bull in the china shop 
| bit involving Donlevy and a steel- 
| plated cab. Turns it loose and ae- 








|;cordions every other cab in the 
‘garage. Strictly for the shir‘-sleeve 
' trade. Barn, 
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erage got everything but the cere- 





monial within Westminster Abbey 
which, Lowell Thomas casually ex- 
plains, was because no color camera | 
equipment was permitted within the 
abbey. Instead, as a wishy-washy | 
compromise, are shown three stills, 
in color, which are heralded as an 
artists’s conception of the ceremony. 


Considering the buildup for over 
90 minutes, with portrait studies, in 
leisurely coloring, of all the king’s 
relatives, the pitch to the ultimate 
climax—the Coronation ceremony it- 
self—is a terrific letdown. 


20th-Fox’s British Movietonews 
executive, Sir Gordon Craig, editor, 
and Gerald Sanger, producer of Brit- 
ish Movietone and Russell Muth, its 
European director, must have done 
some fancy diplomatic and mission- 
ary work to get the royal kin to pose 
for the world at large in their 
ermine and purple, full court regalia. | 
That’s cuffo over-time. 


All these introductory shots are 
fraught with intense human interest. 
Even as it is, it’s almost sufficient 
to offset the fact the Coronation has 
long since been eclipsed by other 
startling world events such as Spain, 
Wally and Windsor, Jean Harlow, 
Gershwin, C.I.0., Joe Robinson, Jap- 
anese fracas, etc. 


And so, instead of the fanfare and 
heraldry being touched off by ac- 
tual shots of how the Archbishop of 
Canterbury does his stuff when he 
anoints a ruler of the empire on 
which the sun never sets, instead are 
shown closeups of the said Arch- 
bishop, the sceptres of state, the 
symbolic swords of power, the maces 
of might and doves of justice, the 
royal coaches of gold and children of 
royalty—all these are shown, but 
what the title would lead one to ex- 
pect. 


And, yet, despite this major short- 
coming, the technicoloring of all the 
details and the lavish investiture 
are enough to warrant exhibitors 
giving this three-reeler an exploitive 
ride. It can perhaps be ballyed into 
worthwhile b.o. Abel. 





WILD AND WOOLLY 


Los Angeles, July 14. 
release of John Stone _ pro- 
@uction. Features Jane Withers, Walter 
Brennan, Berton Churchill. Directed by 
Alfred Werker. Screenplay by Lynn Root 
and Frank Fenton. Camera, Harry Jack- 
gon; ass’t director, William Eckhardt; film 


20th-Fox 





editor, Al De Gaetano; musical direction, 
Samuel Kaylin. Previewed at Fox Up- 
town, L, A., July 13, '37. Running time, 
90 mins. 

MeemOtee Way Mhs fos vccceseasess Jane Withers 
CHAMP -PIVNBs 60sec cccvccses Walter Brennan 
a Bd. era ee eee eeerers Pauline Moore 
SP pereer -oarerey Carl ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer 
Chaunce Ralaton.......ccccsccess Jack Searl 
Edward Ralston.. Berton Churchill 
Blackie Morgan.........00. Douglas Fowley 
Pa ge Rr ear Robert Wilcox 
Leon Wakefield. ........000: Douglas Scott 
MM cn cdia \eidhhats ieee ie Lon Chaney, Jr. 
Barton Henshaw..........+:: Frank Melton 
ES RG es eee Syd Saylor 





This is a lively, well produced 
western, cast with some first class 
character actors, into which parts 
have been written for Jane Withers 
and a six-year-old freckle-face boy, 
Carl Switzer, who steals the show. 
It is good, family trade entertain- 
ment and may be booked with the 
assurance that whatever its com- 
panion dual feature happens to be, 
‘Wild and Woolly’ will be the one 
ae audience talks about on the way 
out. i 

There have been times when the 
precocious Jane Withers has been 
somewhat trying on the nerves of 
grownups, regardless of that she has 

uilt up sizeable following among 
children. In this film, however, she 
has been held in restraint by Alfred 
Werker, the director, and she turns 
mn a good piece of work. She has 
learned to sing and dance and she 
does both quite well. Having reached 
the age when she is spreading out 
On ail sides, she is best at comedy. 
Given a bit of pathos to do with 
Walter Brennan (this year’s Academy 
prize winner for best supporting 
Player), she doesn’t quite make the 
wae Otherwise, however, she is all 

Small town is holding a frontier 
Celebration, which is being run off 
by the village banker (Berton 
Churchill). One-time sheriff (Walter 


ing sidetracked in the ceremonies. 
Oung newspaper editor (Robert 
Wilcox) promotes the sheriff's cause, 
thus creating friction among the old 
Settlers and some circulation among 
the new. Jane is the old man’s 
Branddaughter and with her pal 
Switzer) uncovers a plot to actually 
ve the bank during a public play- 
ack of a traditional holdup of 50 
raete ago. City slickers are appre- 





ended in the old-fashioned style 

and the one-time sheriff lives again | 
as a hero. 
Master Switzer has three freckles | 

€ size of dimes, four visible teeth | 

a keen sense of humor. He’s 


Bert Longenecker. 
room, N, 
60 mins 
bo a a ee ae OPE Oe Peet eee Bob Steele 
ee eRe ae Lois January 
Parson Pete, ..Forrest Taylor 
UD. MRI oc 00'b0'8Kk0 S440 cad Ses Charles King 
SOE | MWD, ow Gicavicecxcccetes Karl Hackett 
See BIOGGRB sks sé nvccivecse Bobby Nelson 
ER ae ae ee Ed Cassidy 
GENES DEMO NG is vs dvccsec bu wea Lew Meehan 
oR pe re Frank Ball 
Ea <4 adeae wave aceon Jack Rockwell 
NO i adade cine ee sudersed Horace Murphy 


" Reviewed in projection 
Y., July 14, ’37. Running time, 





Latest Bob Stecle oats opera pos- | 


s€sses more action and plot than the 
average in this string. Picture also 
has maximum of he-mzn acting and 
direction for a cactus thriller. Obvi- 
ously produced for use on a double- 
harness bill, it should appease the 
appetites of those appreciating this 
type of screen fare. 

‘The Red Rope’ follows the accept- 
ed formula of bad men terrorizing 
the lawless cattle country. Sinister 


| warning of doom for victims is the 


delivery of signatured Vullet shells 
and a length of red-stained rope. 
Once this angle is planted, the film 
becomes the customary campaign of 
the dauntless, cowboy foreman to 
outwit the outlaws, bring them to 
justice and to continue with his de- 
layed honeymoon. 

Plot of this open spaces drama in- 
corporates plenty of superb horse- 
manship, wild rides and one slam- 
bang fist fight. These» familiar 
stunts stand out better in this one 
because excellently photographed by 
Bert Longenecker, several shots from 
the hurricane deck of racing broncho 
being noteworthy. 

Bob Steele, of course, is the cow- 
hand hero. Shines most when in 
action because dialog does not help 
much, and he is no word twister. 
Lew Meehan makes a vivid villain- 
ous outlaw leader. Most faithful 
characterization is done by Forrest 
Taylor as Parson Pete. Taylor shows 
signs of having real screen possibili- 
ties. Lois January, principal femme, 
also shows promise, though given 
little to do here. Bobby Nelson, cast 
in typical youngster role, is okay. 

George H. Plympton did adequate- 
ly on the story adaptation from 
Johnston McCulley’s original. 

Wear, 


JUGGERNAUT 


(BRITISH MADE) 


Grand National release of Julius Hagen 


production, Stars Boris Karloff, Directed 
by Henry Edwards, Adapted from the 
Alice Campbell story by H. Franckel; 
screen play by Cyril Campion and H. 
Fowler Mear; additional dialog by 
Franckel. At Globe, N. Y¥., week of July 
14, ’37. Running time, 65 mins. 

Dr. Sartorius. .cccccrereccesciee Boris Karloff 
le. Bee Sree Joan Wyndham 
Roger Clifford.........06. Arthur Margetson 
Wvanne Crumere, ook cc ciccscscces Mona Goya 
Captain Arthur Halliday..Anthony Ireland 
Sir Charles Clifford.......... Morton Selten 
Mary Clifford........ eecese Nina Boucicault 
JACQUES... ....ceceseeeeees Gibb McLaughlin 
Chalmers. ...cccccccctcccssecs J. H. Roberts 
Dr. Bousquet...... O60 660ebceasece V. Rietti 





A familiar Karloff story in the ac- 
cepted Karloff manner. The picture 
gets into motion slowly and reaches 
the meat of the plot after numerous 
distractions. It is British-made. It 
rates fairly high as a hokum meller, 
but in the U. S. it’s for the lower 
bracket of a dualer. 

‘Juggernaut’ presents a medico 
who sacrifices all to pursu?2 scientific 
research. Doctor has been slaving 
at his lab too strenuously and conse- 
quently is a bit wobbly mentally, 
which is emphasized sufficiently to 
alibi his later eriminality when he 
agrees to wipe out one life for funds 
to finish his paralysis research. This 
theme has been used previously, and 
by Karloff, in a film produced in 
America. ; 

Director Henry Edwards, despite 
early unevenness, manages to build 
up several suspenseful scenes; one 
where the search is going on for the 
missing syringe; another as the faith- 
ful nurse uncovers the dirty work; 
and again in her flight. Much stress 
is made in press material of the fact 
that the ‘horror’ man works without 
mask, but he’s done that on several 
previous occasions also, so it’s no 
novelty. ; 

Karloff is as menacing as ever, re- 
ceiving more acting opportunities 
than usual and taking advantage of 
them. It’s his picture throughout, 
with the cast of English players, not 
one of which is familiar to Ameri- 
can audiences, doing fairly well in 
support. Joan Wyndham, as the 
nurse who develops a slight romance 
with the wealthy man’s son, and 
Mona Goya, cast as the _ spitfire 
blonde wife, vie for laurels. Miss 
Goya possesses a slight accent and 
shows traces of some possibilities in 
similar roles. Gibb McLaughlin is 
outstanding in a bit as the doctor’s 
aide. 

Production values are a_ bit 
skimpy, several sequences being 
sloppily done. Dialog generally fits 


| the occasion. Photography is ragged, 


some strong shots being counter- 
balanced by feeble lighting and care- 
less work. Wear. 





(In Russian, with English Titles) 


Russia makes many, many films. 
| Most of them are intended strictly 
for home consumption. The best 
ones are shipped out around the 
world, despite the fact they are gen- 
erally greeted by a barrage of words 
having something or other to do with 
‘propaganda, they generally get a 
healthy average of strikes. Most of 
them are good, from a camera, 
artistic or other standpoint. But 
along comes a picture like ‘Gobsek’ 
and all the comrades go hide in the 
corner. Because the politest thing 
one can say about ‘Gobsek’ is that it 
is pretentious junk. 


Story stems from. a novel by 
Honore de Balzac and Karl Marx is 
alleged once to have said of it that 
it is the epitome of something or 
oths> having to do with the particu- 
lar era in which it is laid. Maybe. 
But what the Russ producers have 
forgotten is that times have changed 
and, while the underlying theme of 
greed and avarice is as prevalent as 
ever around the world, the world 
has evolved better, more _ logical, 
more convincing ways of telling 
about it. 


Story is badly pieced together, 
scenario being much too choppy; 
camera work is poor; sound is only 
fair; direction is negative; acting is 
distinctly bad. Even the English 
titles are badly written. Kauf. 


Meet the Boy Friend 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic release of Colbert Clark produc- 
tion. Features David Carlyle, Carol 
Hughes, Warren Hymer, Pert Kelton, 
Andrew Tombes. Directed by Ralph Staub, 
Adapted by Bradford Ropes, from story by 
Jack Raymond and Robert Arthur; camera, 
Ernest Miller; supervising editor, Murray 
Seldeen; film editor, William Morgan; mu- 
sical supervision, Alberto Colombo; songs, 





Harry Tobias and Roy Ingraham, Smiley 
Burnette, Alberto Colombo. Reviewed in 
projection room, N. Y., July 15, '37,. Run- 
ning time, 63 mins. 

TONY PASS. .crvcrccccsccsseess David Carlyle 
June Delaney.....cccccccccesss Carol Hughes 
‘Bugs’ Corrigam....ccccccess Warren Hymer 
Boulah Potts... cccccccccsccssess Pert Kelton 
J. Ardmore Potts......--+..4 Andrew Tombes 
Vilmme Viare...cnccecccvcccsecs Gwili Andre 
Oscar and Elmer.......... Oscar and Elmer 
Orchestra Leader..........Smiley Burnette 
Dr. Sokolo®...cccccassecess Leonid Kinskey 
BUGGY .. cccccccccscvecsessesssece Syd Saylor 
MAGISON. cs ccccccesesseessees Selmer Jackson 
Walters. .cccccccccccccsessess ..Cy Kendall 
McGrath... cccccccesess Robert Middlemass 
Mra. Grimes. .occcccccssctsses Mary Gordon 


Beverly Hill Billies....Beverly Hill Billies 





Snake eyes. Farce without laughs 
and a pic without b.o. prospects. 
Can’t even laugh at this one, let 
alone with it. No name draw, press 
comment will be tough and w-of-m 
will be negligible. ; 

Fable concerns a radio crooner, 
known as ‘America’s boy friend,’ 
who’s a real guy underneath all the 
glamor, which he loathes. Scheming 
actress is set to mar him, and his 
sponsor takes out $300,000 anti-wed- 
lock insurance. Niece of the insur- 
ance exec sets out to vamp him 
away from the siren and succeeds. 
He discovers the ruse, is set to wed 
the hussy when the heroine who 
really loves him is kidnaped. He 
saves her for a connubial fadeout. 

Scripters, director and cast go way 
overboard for comedy; little excuse 
for such clumsy writing. With such 
seasoned troupers as Andrew 
Tombes and Pert Kelton present, the 
overacting might be blamed on di- 
rection, but looks like Raloh Staub, 
who megged, must have had hefty 
cooperation on the scenery-chawing. 

Several songs by David Carlyle 
and Carol Huvhes, all undistin- 
guished. Photography and produc- 
tion generally is weak. Lightweight 
dualer. Hobe. 


SING, COWBOY, SING 


(WITH SONGS) 
Grand National release of Edward F. 
Finney production. Stars Tex Ritter; fea- 
tures Louise Stanley, Al St. John, Karl 





Hackett. Directed by R. N. Bradbury. 
Story and adaptation, Robert Emmett; 
songs, Ritter, Bradbury, Ted Choate and 
Frank Sanucci. At Arena, N. Y., double 
bill, July 16-17, ‘37. Running time, 60 
mins. 

Tex Archer...cccccrcccevcccersss Tex Ritter 
DEMOS s 60000065 0rcecscerdsene Louise Stanley 
Meee bccdseccnoceceerectoeseeseed Al St. John 
PEMRMRUS s oc cnc ccccccses ee eccces Karl Hackett 
Red Holman. .ccccccccccssses Charles King 
Judgwe DOAN... ccecscccssves Robert McKenzie 
Marshal Pinker......cseeescsess Rudd Buster 
Henchman,....ccccsecsseecsecss Heber Snow 
Henchman, .cccesscsssevccess Chick Hannon 


The singing prairie jockey, Tex 
Ritter, is aboard another rubber- 
stamp western, but in the casting 
and direction it becomes more en- 
joyable than the average coyote land 
drama through its comedy touches. 
Humor developed more than salves 
the fact that Robert Emmett’s story 
and the dialog are dull. The inter- 
spersed music and singing also helps. 

Ritter is a pleasing saddle leather 





type with vocal equipment that 
makes it possible for him to handle 
songs adequately. - His voice -isn't 


ihalf bad. He collaborates on the 


judge who stops serving drinks in his 
saloon long enough to hold court 
there when occasion demands. Brad- 
bury makes the scenes with St. John 
land McKenzie more than ordinarily 
funny in spots. 
|tention to novelty of characterization 
ijand comedy, the director has held 
|down the love interest to a mini- 
imum, but it’s there for those who 
| want it. The girl is Louise Stanley. 
| She performs with restraint and 
screens well. Some day she might 
step out of stirrups into evening 
shoes. 

Chester Conklin, slapsticker of old, 
jis used for a brief sequence in which 
the judge dishes out justice to him 
for getting arrested over a poker 
game. The laugh-getter-of the Key- 
stone cop days has only a couple 
short lines of dialog. 

Basis of the Emmett story is efforts 
of hoodlums to wipe out a covered 
wagon freight-carrying line so that 
they may capture the franchise. Rit- 
ter saves the franchise for the girl 
after her father has been ruthlessly 
murdered. 

Photography very good for a sage- 
brush saga. Char. 


MIDNIGHT MADONNA 


Paramount release of Emanuel Cohen pro- 





duction. Features Warren William, Mady 
Correll, Kitty Clancy, Edward Ellis, Rob- 
ert Baldwin. Directed by James Flood, 


Screen play by Doris Malloy and Gladys 


Lehman, from original story by David 
Boehm; camera, Robert Pittack. At Cri- 
terion, N. Y., week .iuly 17, '37. Running 
time, 56 mins. 

Blackio Denbo....ccccesees Warren William 
Se MNO oo iia veee 60ks bees Mady Correll 
ee STTee errs oe Kitty Clancy 
Se are ree Edward Ellis 
i ee ee Robert Baldwin 
meumrt Mivmiana. .. ies sccsss Jonathon Hale 
ei ee : re Frank Reicher 
OE Seer are Joseph Crehan 
BOE.  WIGMONO sé ib 0's s akadoveess May Wallace 
Cafe Proprietor iicsssccicesccs Irene Franklin 





Film, which will be found fairly 
entertaining by the family trade, is 
purely designed as a debut for four- 
year-young Kitty Clancy, moppet 
under new Paramount contract. Ve- 
hicle achieves its purpose on behalf 
of the youngster, but no more. B. O. 
results are sure to be spotty, but it 
may be worthwhile in the ultimate 
because little Miss Clancy certainly 
has the elfin cuteness, trouping abil- 
ity and appeal to get a hold on the 
mothering element of audiences. And 
with Shirley Temple growing up 
from the wee tot age, there’s a neat 
niche awaiting someone. 


Whole yarn is based on a court 
fight for custody of ‘Penny’ (Miss 
Clancy), whose papa wants her after 
he learns she will inherit a fortune 
left by her eccentric grandpap. 
Father had deserted wife (Mady 
Correll) and child. A big-time gam- 
bler supported the pair in sumptuous 
style after he found them hungry, 
gave them medicinal help and adopt- 
ed as his gambling ‘lucky’ number 
the child’s age, four, and mopped up. 

_The mother was given a job as a 
nitery entertainer, and since her en- 
vironment therefore was not deemed 
the most ideal for a child, ‘Penny’ 
was returned to her father after a 
lengthy courtroom wrangle. 


The hard-bitten, realistic gambler 
(Warren William) could not per- 
suade the dyspeptic, letter-of-the- 
law jurist (Edward Ellis) that the 
child’s father had used perjured wit- 
nesses, and was forced to kidnap the 
judge and prove the contention by 
having his hired hoodlums round up 
the guilty ones and get direct evi- 
dence, The roundup and proof-of- 
ferings furnish a fast-paced climax 
that the film sorely needed. All the 
syrupy, sentimental scenes that thick- 
ened the first four-fifths of the film 
to get the Clancy monpet well placed 
needed the snappy windup to get the 
pie across. 

Aside from the debuting youngster, 
Edward Ellis comes through with a 
whale of a sensitive performance, It 
about parred his work last year in 
the filmization of ‘Winterset’ (RKO); 
he made the judve a real character. 

Miss Correll, screen newcomer 
from the stage (‘Dead End’), is an 
earnest performer, an o.k. looker, 
and particularly good on the his- 
trionic fireworks. William is stand- 
ard and satisfactory. Others in small 
| cast likewise. 

James Flood’s direction is all 
| focused on the Clancy child, and he 
|extracts the best from her. The 
| script is custom-built around her. 
| Camera very, good; general produc- 

tion adequate if not costly. Bert. 








STORY BUYS 
Hollywood, July 20. 


Metro purchased screen rights to 
‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ by Margery 


Sharp. 
Philip R. 


‘Professor Broadway,’ 
bt dag mag serial, bought by 20th- 
ox. 

Original titled ‘Mayor Isobel,’ by 
Dario and Dorothy Faralla, acquired 
| by Columbia, 





Incredible hoke adventure meller. 





| Lightweight effort without marquee 


In paying more at- | 


values. For downstairs doubles, if 
at all. 
Yarn glorifies the newsreel pho- 


togs and loads on the improbabilities 
to keep the action sprinting. Ting- 
ling events crowd on each other’s 
heels, but you never believe a word 


of it. Okay for a light diet if the 
spectator parks his reason at the 
gate. Otherwise it’s just a spring 


breeze without power. 


All about a kid and his girl, both 
wanting to follow in the newsreel 
photog footsteps of the boy's big 
brother. Cameraman flubs an as- 
signment to film an unfilmed heiress, 
gets fired and is saved by the juve 
pair’s resourcefulness in grabbing 
the pix. Heiress buys the newsreel 
firm and the combo capture a bandit 
gang planning to take the heiress 
for a couple of million. It all re- 
sembles the slapstick antics of an old 
Keystone copper short. 

Frankie Darro and June Johnson, 
the precocious urchins, give slap- 
bang stock performances. Kane 
Richmond is of understudy calibre 
as the hero, while Ann Evers is a 
looker who gets no chance to show 
if she can act as the heiress. John- 
stone White is a pale menace. Di- 
rection adequate, camera sufficient, 

Hobe. 


Dufay Denies DuPont’s 


Interest in Its Color 





Report that DuPont, through Pathe, 
has a financial stake in Dufay Color 
is denied by Dufay officials. Du- 
Ponts have not and never did have 
any interest in Dufay other than an 
ordinary customer one, it is stated by 
Dufay. 


Explaining that customer relation- 
ship, Dufay execs assert they bring 
raw film to this country from Enge- 
land and that DuPont puts the emul- 
sion coat on it in the latter's labora- 
tories. Far from ‘withdrawing’ from 
Dufay, as stated in recent reports, 
DuPont has been getting increased 
business from Dufay, it is explained. 


Recent color films of the Corona- 
tion were made by Pathe on Dufay 
film. Deal was handled by English 
office of Dufay and had no direct 
connection with Dufay in this coun- 
try, it is stated. New York office of 
the company statés it has no plans 
for immediate expansion, but is proe 
ceeding with research and manufac- 
ture at a ‘normal rate as business 
warrants.’ 





CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Universal pacted Ben Lewis, car- 
toon animator, to an acting ticket. 

Sophia Cleugh steps into U on a 
one-picture agreement to script a 
Deanna Durbin original, ‘Little Lady.” 

Paramount has taken on Suzanne 
Ridgeway for a terping termer. 

Metro handed scrivening tickets to 
Hannibal Towle and Victor Wolfson. 

James Edward Grant moved into 
20th-Fox on a writing termer. 

Radio snatched the player option 
of Frank M. Thomas. 

Marie Burton, Martha Raye’s 
double, grabbed an optioned playing 
termer at Paramount. 

Mickey Rooney moved into Metro 
on a five-year player deal. 

Metro signatured Frank Cravett as 
a short subject director-writer. 

Universal exercised its option on 
Frank Skinner, music arranger. 

Florence George shoves into Para- 
mount armed with a_ canarying 
termer. 

Evelyn Keyes, Atlanta socialite, is 
tied to Cecil B. De Mille on an act- 
ing deal. 

Cynthia Westlake drew a Radio 
acting termer. 

Irving Cummings drew a direc- 
torial termer with Walter Wanger 
Productions. 

Maurice Conn signatured Wynne 
Gibson to a term pact calling for 
four pictures yearly. 

Warners validated Marie Wilson’s 
playing option for one more year. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Title of ‘Outlaws of the Orient,’ 
Columbia-Larry Darmour picture, 
has been switched to ‘Barricade.’ 

Warners changed tag of ‘War Lord’ 
to ‘Cornered.’ Studio also changed 
‘Angle Shooter’ to ‘Back in Circu- 
lation.’ : 

Warners will release “Tovarich’ as 














‘Tonight’s Our Night.’ 
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THE HOTTER, THE HIGHER 


The Hotter the Weather, the Higher 
the Grosses with Paramount Pictures ce \ 











PROFITABLE PARADOX: Theatre records of past month and longer reveal astonishing 
situation: the higher the temperature, the higher went grosses in houses playing 
Paramount pictures. Explanation lies in fact that Paramount’s summer releases 
were planned long in advance to capture fancy and shekels of populace. First of 
hot-weather bell-ringers was ““I Met Him in Paris,” followed by ““Mountain Music,” 
with “Easy Living” now current. (See graphs.) Next picture designed to maintain 
precedent for higher grosses regardless of weather is Paramount’s “Exclusive’’— 
‘sensational new-theme ‘newspaper melodrama released July 30th—with Fred 
MacMurray, Frances Farmer and Charlie Ruggles in stellar roles. (See photos.) 











“| MET HEM Re ER A AS eae 3 : 
IN PARIS” : oD ys 











AVERAGE SUSINESS 
































Colbert Captivates! Audiences went in big way for little Revelt in Faver of Decency! what a scene! Thousands of townspeople take matters into their 
lady in “I Met Him in Paris.” Receipts averaged 130 per cent own hands when they march on and destroy gangster-controlled newspaper plant. As thrilling and 
in 30 key engagements. ; rousing an episode as ever was written into a script. 
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"Ray! for Raye and Burns! “Mountain Music” hit Old Man 
Summer Slump right in solar plexus. Turned in average gross” 
of 150 per cent in 18 key runs. 


170% 


17 160% : k ) : 
150% New Ruggles: Charlie Ruggles, famed comedian, | es : re 

proves in “Exclusive” he’s also dramatic actor of . ge 

140% no mean ability. It’s a rare, combination of tal- . | 
130% ents that can make audiences cry as well as laugh. bs Sap 4 | 
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Eri! You have to see this sequence live for you on the screen 
\to realize the harm inherent in so-called “yellow journalism.” 
‘One of the tense moments in a picture that presents one tense 
climax after another. 








It's the Life! “zasy Living,” funniest comedy of year, smashed 
New York Paramount house record in hottest weather in 
decades. First week’s gross 165 per cent above average. 


FRED MacMURRAY - FRANCES FARMER 


CHARLIE RUGGLES .EACLUSIVE 


with LLOYD NOLAN, Fay Hoven, RALPH MORGAN Battling Romantics: Things are not always as peaceful as 


‘this between Frances and Fred in “Exclasive,’ The young 


Screen Play by John C° Moffitt, Sidney Salkow and ie James. A Paramount Picture Directed by ALEXANDER HALL ‘dy muddles things plenty for MacMurray and everybody 
else before she’s finally brought to her senses. 
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(For ng ora of. er and film exchange bookers, Variety presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing companies for 
the current quarterty period. Date of the reviews as given in VARIETY and the running time of prints are smciuded.) 
COPYRIGHT, 1937, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
= —— = =—=2 
: = TITLE amen 
ease PRODUCER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME REVIEWED 
axis MINS. BY VARIETY 
; 5/21/37 ree see FE. Finney GN Western Tex Ritter E. Sedgwick 60 724 
: , . Hal Roach Par Musical Haley-Kelly-Laurel-Hardy R. N. Bradbury 16 6/2 
NIGHT OF MYSTERY Par MGM Musical K ;-H. B EF. A.D 7 + 6 
THERE GOES MY GIRL w Sis a Musica R. Karns-H,. Burgess » A. Dupont 66 6/30 
COME ON, COWBOYS . Sistrom RKO Comedy G. Raymond-A. Sothern-B. Holmes Ben Holmes 74 6/16 
son ae S Sol Siegel Rep Western B. Livingston-R. Corrigan Joe Kane 53 6/16 
CHARLIE CHAN AT OLYMPICS J. Stone 20th Myster an: Tum’s 
: : . ystery W. Oland-K. de Mille H. B. Hum'’stone 71 5/26 
a E. M Asher U Rom-Dr, R. Milland-W. Barrie H. C. Potter 8) 62 
a. + SU SStsER __Cosmo WB Rom-Dr G. Brent-A. Louise B. Berkeley 90 6/9 
5/2 /37 Se ae nee a MEN E. Chodorov Col Drama 1. Hervey-W. Connolly Al Green 71 6/16 
: N PARIS W. Ruggles Par Rom-Com C. Colbert-Melvyn Douglas W. Ruggles 85 69 
sg eg COWBOY G. A. Hirliman RKO Western G. O’Brien-C, Parker-E. Scott Ewing Scott 
UNDER Somes AFFAIR K,. MacGowan 20th Musical R. Taylor-B. Stanwyck- W. A. Seiter 99 6/2 
a4 i RED ROBE R. T. Kane 20th Drama C. Veidt-R. Massey V. Seastrom 100 6/2 
on [AMING LIPS M. Schach UA Rom-Dr FE. Bergner-R. Massey Paul Czinner 70 5/26 
. MAN IN BLUE K. Glasmon U Melodrama R. Wilcox-N. Grey M. Carruth 60 
Eee KID GALLAHAD WB WB Drama FE. G. Robinson-B. Davis M. Curtiz 100 6/2 
6 /4/37 RECKLESS RANGER Col Col Western Bob Allen-B. Weeks S. G. Bennett 59 7/14 
HELL DIVE E DEVIL B. & D. GB Rom-Dr , R. Cortez-S. Eilers Carl Reid 16 5/19 
Nb (RE-ISSUE) MGM MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-Gable-C. Nagle G. Hill 109 12/29/31 
HOTEL NELL J. Stahl MGM Rom-Dr C. Gable-Myrna Loy John Stahl 115 6/9 
BO HAY WIRE Pat Par Comedy L. Carrillo-L. Overman G. Archainbaud 65 6/16 
a CAFE Bob Sisk RKO Western J. Beal-H. Carey-Armida Lew Landers 67 6/9 
AT SUNDOWN A. W. Hackel Rep Western Ber. Steele Sam Newfield 
wi CN THU > em J. Stone 20th Drama J. Withers-Robert Kent James Tinling 74 5/26 
" THE 1 MEETS THIEF Criterion UA Rom-Dr D. Fairbanks, Jr.-V. Hobsen Raoul Walsh 85 6/16 
CASE OF STUTTERING BISHOP — U Drama S. Colton-J. Rogers Ray McCarey 58 6/16 
a ae Y TERING ‘ WB WB Mystery BD. Woods-Ann Dvorak W. Clemens 70 6/2 
6/11/37 pg BR RACES L. Weingarten MGM Comedy Marx Bros. Sam Wood 109 6/23 
MEET See -aaneeeee B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama A. Tamiroff-J. Trent C. Vidor 70 7/14 
r IT COULD HAPP ISSUS Al Lewis RKO Comedy H. Broderick-V. Moore Joseph Santley 65 7/7 
‘ EN TO YOU L. Fields Rep Rom-Dr A. Baxter-A. Leeds Phil Rosen 71 7/7 
SHE or TO EAT S. G. Engel 20th Comedy Hudson-Treacher-Haley M. St. Clair 71 7/14 
ns Rese natin WB WR Drama P. O’Brien-H, Fonda R. Enright 86 6/30 
‘ “ ’ WB Western D. Foran-H. Valkis Noel Smith 
6/18/37 TWO-FISTED SHERIFF ALL Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ie aca BANK ALARM Condor GN, Melodrama Conrad Nagel Louis Gasnier 64 6/23 
a BEFORE BREAKFAST S. Zimbalist MGM Com-Dr R. Young-Florence Rice E. L. Marin 70 
ORTH OF RIO GRANDE Harry Sherman Par Western Wm. Boyd-Geo. Hayes Nate Watt 
MOUNTAIN MUSIC Ben Glazer Par Comedy B. Burns-Martha Raye C. Reisner 16 6/30 
RIDING ON AIR David Loew RKO Comedy Joe E. Brown E. Sedgwick 70 6/30 
RHYTHM IN THE CLOUDS A. E. Levoy Rep Musical P. Ellis-W. Hull John H. Auer 60 
YODELIN dae castes iE RIDGE A. Schaefer Rep Western Gene Autry-B. Bronson Joe Kane ‘ 
: t ‘ Max Golden 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Deane F. R. Strayer 61 6 
WALT gy ty oad REVUE a a = Bo pt Sm . Pee a - 7 pei - 
" . Asher elodrama ° cox-J. Barre . Foster 
FLY AWAY BABY WB WB Com-Dr G. Farrell-B. MacLano F. McDonald 60 7/14 
WHITE BONDAGE WB WB Drama Jean Muir-G. Oliver Nick Grinde 60 7/21 
6/25/37 DEVIL IS DRIVING Col Col Melodrama R. Dix-Joan Perry H. Lachman 69 7/7 
GIRLS CAN PLAY Ralph Cohn Col Comedy J. Wells-C, Quigley L. Hillyer 69 6/30 
SWEETHEART OF THE NAVY B. F. Zeidman GN Comedy Eric Linden-C. Parker D. Mansfield 63 7/7 
= Sr sean eer eee L. D. Lighton MGM Spectacle F. Bartholomew-Spencer Tracy V. Fleming as he 
ID G. M. Arthur Par Drama L. Ayres-D. Lamour J. Hogan 5 6/2 
YOU CAN’T BEAT LOVE Robert Sisk RKO Rom-Com P. Foster-J. Fontaine C. Cabanne 60 6/30 
A LAW MAN IS BORN A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-I, Meredith Sam Newfield 61 7/7 
SING AND BE HAPPY M. H. Feld 20th Musical J. Davis-A. Marin H. Lehrman 67 6/23 
LOVE IN A BUNGALOW E. M. Asher U Rom-Com N. Grey-K. Taylor Ray McCarey 67 7/7 
ANOTHER DAWN WB WB Rom-Dr K. Francis-E. Flynn W. Dieterle 73 6/23 
7/2/37 A FIGHT TO THE FINISH ~ R. Cohn Col Action D. Perry-R. Keith C. C. Coleman 58 7/7 
ONE MAN JUSTICE H. L. Decker Col Western C. Starrett-B. Weeks Leon Barsha 
ROARING TIMBER R. Flothow Col Outdoor Jack Holt-G. Bradley Phil Rosen 67 7/14 
RIDERS OF THE ROCKIES Ed Finney GN Western Tex Ritter R. N. Bradbury 
THE EMPEROR’S CANDLESTICKS J. Considine MGM Rom-Dr Powell-Rainer G. Fitzmaurice 95 6/30 
THIRTEENTH MAN Lon Young Mono Mystery w. a A wie Dae oc | W. Nigh 
MIDNIGHT MADONNA E. Cohen Par Melodrama W. William-M. Correll J. Flood 56 3/28 
FORLORN RIVER Par Par Western : a Crabbe-June Martel C. Barton 55 
NEW FACES OF 1937 Edward Small RKO Musical M. Berle-J. Penner-H. Hilliard Leigh Jason 105 7/7 
SLAVE SHIP - N. Johnson 20th Spectacle W. Baxter-W. Beery-E, Allen Tay Garnett 90 6/23 
DARK JOURNEY V. Saville UA Drama C. Veidt-V. Leigh-J. Gardner V. Saville 
I COVER THE WAR Trem Carr U Drama J. Wayne-D. Barclay-G. Gaze A. Lubin 69 7/7 
SINGING MARINE L. Edelman WB Musical D. Powell-D. Weston Ray Enright 105 T/T 
7/9/37 THE TWO OF US 1} Gainsborough Gi Rom-Com J. Hulbert-Gina Malo R. Stevenson 
4 THE SHADOW STRIKES Alexanders GN Mystery R. LaRocque-L. Anders Lynn Shores 61 7/14 
BETWEEN TWO WOMEN MGM MGM _——— pte anions a ~ Seitz 87 eas 
* HOOSIER SCHOOLBOY K. Goldsmith Mono rama . Rooney-F. elds . Nigh 62 / 
WILD MONEY Par Par Com-Dr E. E. Horton-L. Campbell Louis King 70 
ON AGAIN, OFF AGAIN L. Marcus RKO Rae bag yaa gn Muir Pg Cline 66 
BORN RECKLESS M. H. Feld 20th elodrama - Donlevy-R. Hudson . St. Clair 69 7/28 
4 WESTBOUND LIMITED McRae-Koenig U ened ry Beant ao wricke —. 
‘; PUBLIC WEDDING WB WB om-Dr . Wyman-M. son ick Grinde 
| EMPTY HOLSTERS WB WB Western D, Foran-P. Walthall Eason 
7/16/37 XT CAN'T LAST FOREVER H. L. Decker Col Rom.-Com. R. Bellamy-B. Furness Ham. MacFadden 68 1/7 
f KING SOLOMON’S MINES GB GB Spectacle A. Lee-R. Young-Robeson R. Stevenson 80 6/30 
BOOTS OF DESTINY Condor GN a — oa gf roe P A. Rosson 
; BLAZING BARRIERS K. Goldsmith Mono rama . Coghlan-E. Arnold, Jr, A. Scotte 
RIDERS OF THE DAWN R. N. Bradbury Mono Western Jack Randall R. N. Bradbury 
TOPPER Hal Roach MGM Comedy C. Bennett-R. Young N. MacLeod 98 7/14 
: EASY LIVING A. Hornblow, Jr. Par Comedy J. Arthur-R. Milland M. Leisen 88 7/7 
: SUPER SLEUTH Edw. Small RKO Mystery J. Oakie-A. Sothern Ben Stoloff 75 7/14 
el THE RED ROPE A. W. Hackel oa oo — presen og ae _ Roy Luby 60 7/21 
THE CALIFORNIAN Sol Lesser h estern . Arlen-R. Cortez us Meins 59 
EVER SINCE EVE Cosmo WB Rom-Com M. Davies-R. Montgomery L. Bacon 17 6/30 
+ / RENDEZVOUS IN ALPS J. Hagen GN Rom-Dr J. Baxter-A. Bushel B. Vorhaus 
3 7/23/37 SARATOGA Hyman-Emerson MGM Rom-Dr Gable-Harlow Jack Conway 90 7/14 
: PARADISE ISLE Dorothy Reid Mono Drama Movita-W. Hull A. G. Collins 10 
: RUSTLER’S VALLEY H. Sherman on } pone é eutene — yg ite 58 7/7 
BIG SHOT Maury Cohen oO omedy , erspoon- ee w. Killy 60 
THE LADY ESCAPES L. L. Landau 20th Rom-Com M. Whalen-G. Stuart Eugene Forde 
TOWN SCOUT WB WB Comedy D. Woods-J. Madden Louis King 
‘ 7/30/97 DANGEROUS ADVENTURE W. MacDonald Col Action D. Terry-R. Keith D. R. Lederman 
; 7/30/37 “ san THERE’S A WILL Gainsborough GB Rom-Dr Will Hay-Lilli Palmer M. Varnell 
; SMALL TOWN BOY Zion Myers GN Comedy S. Erwin-J. Compton Glenn Tryon 
i LONDON BY NIGHT S. Zimbalist MGM Mystery L. G. Carroll-R. Johnson W. Thiele 10 
¢ LEGION OF MISSING MEN I. E. Chadwick Mono - oe — — hag H. McFadden 
> az. Par elodrama - MacMurray-F. Farmer Al Hall 721 
e EXCLUSIVE Ben Glazer ama Al 
SHE’S NO LADY B. P. Schulberg Par Melodrama Dvorak-John Trent C. Vidor 65 
! ¥F NEW YORK Edw. Small RKO Rom-Dr E. Arnold-F. Farmer-Oakie Rowland V. Lee 93 7/14 
eee WILLIE WINKIE Gene Markey 20th Drama S. Temple-V. McLaglen John Ford 105 é 30 
VOGUES OF 1938 W. Wanger UA Musical W. Baxter-J. Bennett J. Feyder 
REPORTED MISSING E. M. Asher U Melodrama Wm, Gargan-J. Rogers M. Carruth 
THE ROAD BACK Grainger-Whale U Drama J. King-B. Read-A. Devine J. Whale 105 6/23 
MARRY THE GIRL WB WB Comedy Mary Boland-H. Herbert Wm. McGann 
/g/37 CO” RANGER STEPS IN Col Col Western B. Allen-E. Stewart S. G. Bennett 
6/6/37 MYSTERY OF HOODED HORSEMAN Ed Finney obits a ‘ » oe ie ie Ray Taylor 
OoOoD EARTH I. Thalberg N rama au uni-Luise ner S. Franklin 140 2 10 
THE OUTER GATE I. E. Chadwick Mono aren! P — bg ar A ‘ H. Macfadden 
TISTS AND MODELS L. E. Gensler Par usical - Benny-G. Patric Raoul Walsh 
= WINDJAMMER G. Hirliman RKO Action George O’Brien-C. Worth Ewing Scott 
BOOTHILL BRIGADE A. W. Hackel Rep Western J. M. Brown-C. Rochelle Sam Newfield 
STELLA DALLAS S. Goldwyn UA Drama Stanwyck-Boles King Vidor 
SAN QUENTIN WB “WB Melodrama P. O'Bricn-H. Bogart L. Bacon 
3.37 LOVE TAKES FLIGHT Condor GN Rom-Com B. Cabot-Beatrice Roberts Conrad Nagel 
8 13/37 neat THE FIREFLY H. Stromberg MGM Operetta MacDonald-A. Jones R. Z. Leonard 
LUCK OF ROARING CAMP J. H. Steele Mono Outdoor 0. Davis, Jr.-J. Woodbury I. V. Willat 
BLONDE TROUBLE Par Par Musical L. Overman-E. Whitney G. Archainbaud 
4 HIDEAWAY Cliff Reid RKO Drama F. Stone-M. Lord Richard Rosson 60 721 
DANCE, CHARLIE, DANCE WB WB Comeds S. Erwin-Jean Muie F. McDonald 
DEVIL’S SADDLE LEGION WB WB Western Dick Foran-Ann Nagel B. Connolly 
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‘tooks ke a hmamount Yeas! july 2. . “WOH WIDE AND HANDSOME’ * opens 


Hee 
as vende at Astor theese. New York _ mt ‘AUGUST 4. “SOULS AT SEA" 
| ae Mg) 
starts wodd premiere woundey engagement at t Globe Theatre, New York 4 sie 
AUGUST 6... “ARTISTS AND MODELS” begins extended run at Paramount Theatre, 
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New York my Also scheduled for first-quarter release: “DOUBLE OR 
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NOTHING”. . “ANGEL”. THIS WAY, PLEASE”... .“ THE BARRIER”. . .”EBB TIDE” 
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Advance Production Chart 





3 , Hollywood, July 20. 
Production on the major lots crept back to normal during the last two 


weeks with 43 films in work. RKO-Radio, United Artists Universal 
Warners and Metro lead the list. Pix before the lenses include: RKO seven; 
UA, six; Metro, U and WB each five. Others in work include: Columbia, 
two; Grand National, two; Monogram, one; Paramount, three: Republic, 
three, and 20th-Fox, four. i . 





Total of 19 films were started with 20 being taken from the cutting rooms 
and previewed. RKO started five; Universal, four and Warners, three, to 
lead the majors. Previews included: 20th-Fox, four; Warners and RKO 
three, each; Columbia, Metro, Paramount, two each, and Grand National, 
Monogram, Republic and Universal, one each. 

Total of 69 films are being edited with around 196 stories in various stages 
of preparation to be placed before the cameras. 





Columbia | 


Two in work, 10 editing, 19 preparing. In work: 

‘THE AWFUL TRUTH,’ and ‘I'LL TAKE ROMANCE,’ reported Vaaiery, | 
July 7. Readied to start: # 

‘PARK AVENUE DAME,’ ‘I MARRIED AN ARTIST,’ and ‘RIVER OF | 
MISSING MEN.’ 


Grand National 








Two in work, none editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

‘SOMETHING TO SING ABOUT,’ reported Variety, July 7. Started: 

‘RENFREW OF THE MOUNTED,’ produced and directed by Hal Herman, 
original by Laurie York Erskine, screenplay by Charles Logue. Cast: 
James Newill, Carol Hughes, William Royle, Donald Reed, Thundercloud, 
David Barclay, William Austin, Herbert Corthel, Robert Terry. 

Story characterizes Newill as a member of the Canadian mounted police 
tracking down the murderer of a fellow officer. He meets Carol Hughes 
who believes he’s seeking her father who has been forced to join a 
counterfeiting gang. She sets out to save her parent and in the end latter 
rebels against the gang and sends a message to Newill enabling him to | 
capture the slayer. 

Readied to start:‘‘WALLABY JIM OF THE ISLANDS,’ ‘HERE’S FLASH 
CASEY,’ ‘RETURN OF THE SHADOW,’ ‘FACE THE FACTS, ‘SO THIS 
IS HOLLYWOOD,’ ‘WALLABY JIM NO. 2,’ ‘FRONTIER TOWN,’ ‘GOR- 
GEOUS,’ and ‘GOVERNMENT AGENT,’ 


Metro 


Five in work, 2 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘MADAME WALEWSKA,’ reported Variety, March 10; ‘DOUBLE WED- 
DING,’ reported June 16; ‘THE BRIDE WORE RED,’ reported June 22 and 
‘BIG CITY,’ reported July 7. Started: 

‘BLACK LIGHTNING,’ produced by Tom Reed, directed by Edward 
Cahn, original by J. Robert Bren and Katherine Shepard, screenplay by 
Hal Long, Earl Fenton, Harry Ruskin, Leonard Lee and Walter Wise. Cast: 
Bruce Cabot, Virginia Grey, Edward Norris, Cliff Edwards, Warren Hymer, 
Jean Catburn, Charles Grapewin. 

Story portrays Cabot as trcuble-shooter for power company who slays a 
gambler because of cheating at cards. He pleads self-defense, but is sen- 
tenced to death. Norris, half-brother and also a power lineman, comes to 
Cabot’s rescue and eventually Cabot’s sentence is commuted to life im- 
prisonment. While incarcerated, a high tension line falls within the prison 
walls and Cabot saves the lives of several prisoners thereby winning a 
parole. He and Norris return to their work. Cabot then attempts to steal 
Norris gal, but Grapewin, detective working on Cabot’s case, turns up and 
convinces the girl that Cabot is no good. However, Grapewin has un- 
covered a witness showing that Cabot slew the gambler in self-defense. 
re to start: ‘MADAME X,’ "LIVE, LOVE AND LEARN’ and ‘ROAD 

Ow.’ 








Monogram 





One in work, none editing, 10 preparing. Started: 

‘ATLANTIC FLIGHT,’ produced by William Berke, directed by William 
Nigh, original by Dick Grace, screenplay by Erna Lazarus and Scott 
Darling. Cast: Dick Merrill, Jack Lambie, Paula Stone, Weldon Heyburn, 
Milburn Stone, Ivan Lebedeff. 

Story in which Merrill and Lambie, intrepid transatlantic fliers make 
their picture debut, depicts Weldon Heyburn as a plane designer hiring 
Merrill to race one of his ships carrying new inventions. Miss Stone, an 
heiress, enters a plane piloted by Lebedeff, who is on the make for her 
fortune. However, she and Heyburn fall in love and Heyburn has Merrill 
conked on the head before the event, and he flies the ship himself. Hey- 
burn cracks up and paralysis sets in. Only serum to combat the disease has 
to be obtained in England so Merrill and Lambie do their oceanic stuff. 
Heyburn recovers and marries Miss Stone as the fliers grab a cup of java. 

Readied to start: ‘TELEPHONE OPERATOR,’ ‘WHERE THE WEST BE- 
GINS,’ ‘GIRL NEXT DOOR’ and ‘ROMANCE OF THE LIMBERLOST,’ 


Paramount 





Three in work, 15 editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘EBB TIDE,’ reported Variety, June 16. Started: 

‘BULLDOG DRUMMOND COMES BACK,’ General office production, 
directed by Louis King, screenplay by Edward Lowe, original by H. C. 
(Sapper) McNeile. Cast: John Barrymore, Louise Campbell, John Howard, 
E. E. Clive, Reginald Denny. 

Story puts Barrymore on screen as Bulldog Drummond. On the eve of 
his marriage to Miss Campbell he is called out mysteriously, and upon his 
return finds the gal missing. He follows a gruesome group of clues and 
eventually rounds up the gang and saves the girl. 

‘TEXAS TRAIL,’ produced by Harry Sherman, directed by Les Selander, 
original by Clarence E. Mulford, screenplay by Jack O’Donnell. Cast: Wil- 
liam Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Judith Allen, Alexander Cross, 
Robert Kortman, Karl Hackett, Billy King, Rafael Bennett, Jack Rockwell, 
Philo McCullough, John Beach. 

Story depicts Hackett, commander of Ft. Boone, Tex., ordered to round 
up 500 wild horses to be used as remounts for the Army in Cuba. Boyd and 
his cronies are commissioned to do the job. Cross’ gang of rustlers attempt 
to thwart the roundup, but are blocked in the attempt by Miss Allen, a 
schoolmarm and through the straight shooting of Billy King, Hackett’s 
13-year-old son. 

Readied to start: ‘PARTNERS IN CRIME,’ ‘PARK AVENUE FOLLIES,’ 
‘ARIZONA AMES,’ ‘LOVE ON TOAST,’ ‘WELLS FARGO,’ ‘PRISON 
FARM,’ ‘THE BUCCANEER’ and ‘YOU AND ME.’ 


RKO-Radio 


Seven in work, 5 editing, 9 preparing. In work: 

. ‘MUSIC FOR MADAME’ and ‘STAGE DOOR,’ reported Variety, June 23. 
tarted: 

‘SATURDAY’S HEROES,’ produced by Robert Sisk, directed by Edward | 
Killy, original screenplay, George Templeton. Cast: Van Heflin, Marian 
Marsh, Richard Lane, Frank Jenks, Nina Watson, Walter Miller, Alan 

ruce, 

Story concerns a temperamental but brilliant college football player por- 
trayed by Hefllin, He is accused by the coach and team members of lack 
of cooperation. Grieving over this. and inasmuch as it virtually is a bought | 
team, he starts scalping tickets. He is discovered and turned out of college. 

tuce a sports editor, agrees to help Heflin blow the lid off the insincerity | 
of college football and arranges a job for Heflin as coach of a smaller | 
School. Heflin builds a team of non-paid players and defeats his former | 
college. This enables Bruce to publish a yarn telling of the frameup. 

‘DON’T -FORGET TO REMEMBER,’ produced by Al Lewis, directed by | 
Joseph Santley, original by David Garth. Cast: Burgess Meredith, Ann | 
Sothern, Onslow Stevens, Mary Boland, Louise Henry, William Brisbane. 

Stery shows Meredith believing himself in love with Miss Sothern, but | 
When her mother and brother put the bee on him for coin to buy phoney 











stocks, he turns sour. He’s injured in an auto accident and fakes amnesia. 
Miss Sothern takes such good care of him during the convalescence that he 
really falls for her, but he can’t tip the gang off for fear she’d beat it. How- 
ever, she inadvertently learns of the hoax. The clinch comes after a bit of 
slapstick in which she gives him a bunch of phoney cures. 

‘A LOVE LIKE THAT,’ produced by Edward Kaufman, directed by Al 
Santell, original by David Garth. Cast: Barbara Stanwyck, Herbert Mar- 
shall, Glenda Farrell, Eric Blore, Donald Meek. 

Story shows Marshall as wealthy playboy whose family has bequeathed 
him the presidency of a steamship company. He fails to attend board meet- 
ings or give any attention to the concern. 
Miss Stanwyck, also wealthy. Steamship company does a floppo and in an 
effort to make a man out of Marshall she buys up the outfit. He takes a 
job with the concern, but soon learns that she’s prez. He naturally thinks 
it a double-cross, but in the fade everything is washed up satisfactorily. 

‘40 NAUGHTY GIRLS,’ produced by William Sistrom, directed by Eddie 
Cline, original by Stuart Palmer. Cast:.James Gleason, ZaSu Pitts, Margie 
Lord, George Shelley, Joan Woodbury, ‘Frank M. Thomas. 

Story is another Stuart Palmer mag mystery yarn involving Gleason, the 
dumb detective, and Miss Pitts, as the schoolteacher aide. They are attend- 
ing a variety show when the show’s press agent is slain. Gleason arrests 
three or fuur people backstage and is questioning them when the third act 


goes on. Leading lady fires a blank pistol at an actor, but when the curtain | 
| falls he fails to rise and it is revealed that he’s dead. 


Pistol test shows a 
blank cartridge was used. After several blunders, Gleason and Miss Pitts 
unveil the culprit. 


‘FIGHT FOR YOUR LADY,’ produced by Al Lewis, directed by Ben | 
Stoloff, original by Jean Negulesco and Isabel Leighton, screenplay by | 
| Gertrude Purcell, Ernest Pagano and Harry Segall. Cast: John Boles, Jack | 
Oakie, Ida Lupino, Margot Grahame, Erik Rhodes, Paul Guilfoyle, Gordon | 


Jones. 


Story portrays Boles as an American concert singer attending a wrestling | 


show in London with his fiancee, Miss Grahame. Jones is one of the 
wrestlers and Oakie is his manager. Jones makes a play for Miss Grahame 


and: in a mixup Oakie takes Boles’ overcoat. Jones and Oakie return the | 


coat the next day and Miss Grahame falls for rassler. They decide to 
frame Boles for his coin, but Oakie knows of the deal and tips off the 
singer. Boles and Oakie go to Vienna where Boles meets Miss Lupino, a 
singer, but learns her lover is a famous duelist. Boles accepts a challenge, 
but Oakie prevents the slaughter by impersonating an elderly woman and 
pleading for the life of Boles. 

Readied to start: ‘DAMSEL IN DISTRESS.’ 





Republic 


Three in work, 8 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘DOUBLE TROUBLE,’ reported Variery, July 7. Started: 

‘FOOLS IN PARADISE,’ produced by Harold Shumate, directed by 
Hamilton MacFadden, original and screenplay by Shumate. Cast: William 
Hall, Dean Jagger, Steffi Duna, Murray Alper, Ward Bond, Ann Nagel, 
Charles Waldron, George Meeker. 

Story shows William Hall, young mining engineer, embroiled unwittingly 
in gang warfare after he prevents a gangster’s moll from being kidnapped. 
In a fight he shoots one of the thugs and escapes to the country with a trio 
of criminals. They hide out at a farmhouse where Hall falls in love with 
the daughter, Ann Nagel. Jagger, gang leader, learns their whereabouts 
and asks them te join him in a bank robbery. When they refuse, Jagger 
pulls the job and leaves behind evidence pointing to Hall and his group. 
Hall escapes arrest and holds Jagger for the cops. 

‘HEART OF THE ROCKIES,’ produced by Sol Siegel, directed by Joe 
Kane, no writing credits. Cast: Bob Livingston, Ray Corrigan, Max 
Terhune, Hal Taliaferro, J. P. McGowan, Sammy McKim, Lynn Roberts, 
Yakima Canutt, Maston Williams. 

Story is another in the Three Mesquiteers series. Livingston, Corrigan 
and Terhune believe their cattle are being slain by bears in a national 
park. Balked in an effort to take firearms into the park, they hire a 
trapper to kill off the animals. However, mountaineers are rustling the 
cattle. Remainder of yarn is a series of killings with the fade showing the 
mountaineers as the rustlers and the Mesquiteers not guilty of any slayings. 

Readied to start: ‘PORTIA ON TRIAL,’ ‘THE LADY MISBEHAVES,’ 
*TREASURE HUNT’ and ‘FIRST PRIZE.’ 


20th Century-Fox 


Four in work, 5 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 
‘HEIDI,’ reported Variety, May 26; ‘IN OLD CHICAGO,’ 


(Continued on page 30) 





‘WIFE, 








(This table shows number of features promised te be delivered 
to exhibitors by the major distributing organizations, and the inde- 
pendent producers contributing product to their producing organiza- 
tions for the 1936-37 season.) 

Balance 
Pix tobe Stories 
Number Pix now placed in 
Producers and Number now now inthe before prep- 
contributing of pix com- in cutting the ara- 
companies. promised. pleted. work. rooms. cameras. tion. 
COLUMBIA ........++++ 50 31 2 10 7 10 
Larry Darmour........ 8 3 na ais 5 1 
GRAND NATIONAL.... 65 8 2 re 55 9 
METRO ..cesiccsceverss @ 30 5 2 11 10 
Hal Roach.......ccess 4 4 ‘ 1 1 over 1 
MONOGRAM.....0000--. 42 7 1 ‘s 34 a6 
PARAMOUNT .....+0++ 48 47 3 15 17 over 12 
B. P. Schulberg....... 8 5 ts 1 2 2 
Emanuel Cohen....... 8 4 ae 1 3 3 
Harry Sherman....... 6 6 1 -. lover 2 
Frank Lloyd..........- 1 1 ie ia ‘s 
RKO RADIO..... scecten OO 28 7 5 1 over 9 
David Loew..... jacees 2 2 Ss os ne ‘r 
George Hirliman...... 6 4 1 1 1 
Sol Lesser.....-. sooeee @ 3 1 1 over | 
REPUBLIC ..... edeseon. ae 23 3 8 12 10 
A. @. Hackel.......-. ~ a 16 aa an ~~ « 
20TH CENTURY-FOX... 63 72 4 5 18 over 16 
Sol Lesser...... sttsowe = 3 ae as 1 1 
UNITED ARTISTS: 
Samuel Goldwyn...... 7 3 2 1 1 2 
Walt.r Wanger........ 7 3 2 2 ee ee 
GONG cckeccecesees F&F 3 2 ‘ on 2 
E. Bergner.......---+- 1 oe ee ee ee ee 
Criterion .....sseee008 2 oe e ° ee a 
Korda London. ....+++« 6 . 2 e- ** ees ee 
UNIVERSAL eeeeeeeteee 36 37 5 9 15 over 8 
Buck Jones.....--+++- 6 6 ha is yp a 
WARNERS eeeeeeeceeenee 60 70 5 11 26 over 10 
Totals eeeeeeeetereee 567 42 43 73 132 104 





In his meanderings, he meets | 


Ask LaGuardia 
lntervene ia Max 


Fleischer-CADU 








Letter from a ‘citizens’ committee 
| to Mayor LaGuardia, asking him to 
| intervene in the strike at the Max 


' Fleischer studios, N. Y., was sent 
| yesterday (Tuesday) by Charles 
Henley, of the committee. He, with 


Roger Baldwin and Alfred Bingham, 

jalso of the committee, conferred 
Monday (19) with Louis Nizer, 
| Fleischer’s attorney, after investigat- 
ing the strike issues. Letter blamed 
the strike deadlock on Flsischer’s 
‘stubbornness.’ Copy was sent to 
Fleischer. 

Understood the striking Commer- 
cial Artists & Designers Union has 
somewhat relaxed its demands. Now 
seeks as necessary concess'ons the 
reinstatement of the 16 discharged 
artists, recognition of the union as 
sole bargaining agency and an im- 
partial board to arbitrate the other 
differences and grievances. Impar- 
| tial board would be composed of 
three members, one to be selected 
by CADU, one by Fleischer and the 
third by agreement of the other two. 

Vote of the Moving Picture Ma- 





|chine Operators Union, Local 306, 
on the question of boycotting 
Fleischer cartoons, is still under- 


stood scheduled to take place at the 
| meeting this morning (Wednesday), 
| but a persistent report is that several 
| 306 officials will seek to prevent a 
| ballot. 

| CADU now claims a growing num- 
ber of theatres and theatre chains 
have agreed to boycott the Fleischer 
product. League of Women Shop- 
pers and the Associated Film Audi- 
ences are also both circularizing 
their members not to patronize the 
cartoon producer. Letter from the 
Leatue to its members calls the 
‘strike justifiable and worthy of 
consumer support.’ League yester- 
day also wrote to the managements 
of 400 circuits, operating an esti- 
mated 10,000 houses throughout the 


country, urging them to join the 
scrap. 
Three issues, all having been 


heard, are before the Regional Labor 
Relations Board. They include ques- 
tion of reinstatement of the 16 dis- 
charged men, classification of ani- 
mators and selection of a mediator. 
Understood. there are 11 artists re- 
placing the 80 out on strike. Four 
others went back soon after the 
strike began. Reported that the stu- 
dios have completed one cartoon 
since the strike was called; Normal 
output is three a month. 


East-West R.R. Ticket 
Scalping to Be Curbed 


Chicago, July 20. 

Railroads are taking measures to 
prevent a repetition of the tichket- 
scalping on fast Coast train tickets, 
as related in the recent VARIETY 
story. New ruling allows reserva- 
tions to be held for 24 hours, after 
which, they will be cancelled unless 
a ticket is purchased and the number 
registered, Formerly, reservations 
were held any length of time, with- 
out identification of the holder, or 
any show of: good faith, which al- 
lowed scalpers to make whatever 
registrations they cared to, sell as 
many as they could, then cancel the 
rest at the last minute. 

Officials say the new method may 
not eliminate scalping entirely, but 
it will certainly make it more diffi- 
cult. Anyone making a reservation 
must buy a ticket in order to hold 
either a berth or compartment for 
more than 24 hours and, since a re- 
fund on a ticket involves the pur- 
chaser going to the same office from 
which it was purchased, the invest- 
ment plus the red tape and trouble 
won’t make it worth a spec’s time. 

Good deal of dissatisfaction was 
expressed in the past by prospective 
riders on Northwestern's City of Los 
Angeles, the Santa Fe’s Super Chief 
and City of Denver, since passengers 
were told repeatedly there were no 
reservations available, only to find 
choice ones later, at their own ho- 
| tels, but for a higher price. 


CHUCKING BLACKSTONE 


Hollywood, July 20. 
| Republic has enlarged its story 
| department, placing Herbert A, 
| Huebner, resident attorney, at the 
|} head. Don Gordon continues as ase 
sistant. 

Legal work has been turned over 
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| Film’s Problem Children 
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(Continued from page 5) 





Shirley’s contract was first signed 
three years ago, July 18, 1934, to be 
precise. Papa’s sig, 
Temple, and mamas, Gertrude, ap- 
pear, and beneath in a childish 
scrawl is Shirley’s own monicker 
printed by herself. There was such 
a rush of the public to get a look 
at the deal between the Temples 
and their wonder child and the then 


existing Fox Film Corp. that by| the aunt $100 a week salary for | Bigelow, acting for him. 


stipulation of attorneys, the court 
concurring, the document was with- 
drawn from the_public gaze. Result 
is that of all the juve players Shir- 
ley is the only one whose transac- 
tions are not open to the public 
view. 

Her contract was written for seven 


years with six yearly options and | 
will expire in July, 1941—unless, as | 


has been hinted, 20th-Fox tore up 
the old ticket and handed out a re- 
vised one when Shirley hit tops in 
draw and stayed there three years 
in a row. Record shows Shirley’s 
birthdate as April 23, 1928, giving 
her same birthday as Shakespeare. 

Apropos, one of the most advan- 
tageous contracts in film biz today is 
the existing one between 20th-Fox 
and Jane Withers—that is, from the 
viewpoint of the company. 

Surprised Her Studio 

The Withers popularity has taken 

a leap in the last year that astounded 


the studio itself with the result that | 


the new Withers films are carrying 
much heavier budgets and stronger 
casts, with the moppet getting star 
billing. 

Jane is a couple of years older 
than Shirley, having been born April 
12, 1926. Her first contract was 
sigged Dec. 7, 1924, with moppet’s 
mother, Mrs. W. E. Withers, putting 
her Hancock to it. Pact called for 
14 options ranging from $150 to 
$1,000 weekly, with a clause provid- 


ing that player had to pay for her | 
own dental work. Studio is required | 


by statute, as is generally under- 
stood, to provide for proper educa- 
tion in conformity with California 
laws. 


Bartholomew case currently pre- | 


sents interesting angles because of 


the fact that it is now before the | 


courts and stories have gone out that 


the lad is so strapped that he has to | 


ride street cars to work, can’t pay 


for his own ice cream sodas, and 
such similar pishposh. 
Fact is, Freddie earns $1,100 a 


week and is allowed $800 a month 
to live on. Not a whole lot when 
one considers the drains made on a 
picture player’s income, yet not ex- 
actly a starvation allotment either. 
How come is this? Freddie’s mama 
and papa came over from England 
to raise a row after the boy’s aunt, 
Myllicent Bartholomew, had _ = suc- 
cessfully promoted him to stardom 
after landing him the David Copper- 
field role. 

Papa Bartholomew, according to 
an affidavit made in England and 
now on file in Los Angeles, having 
been in fact on record since 1934, 


was something of a problem—or so. 


declared his own father and mother, 
Freddie’s grandparents. Willingly he 


surrendered custody of Freddie to) 
Later he desired to be | 


Myllicent. 
declared in on his son’s earnings. 


Family tempest was messing up the | 


moppet’s picture career, off to a good 
start, when Judge Isaac Pacht 


George F.| 





| parents could revoke the adoption 
| at will any time within six months. 
| Judge Pacht held before the court 
_ that this constituted a fraud on the 
court in that this agreement was 
not made known when the adoption 
| Was granted. 

| Bartholomew’s contract, in actual 
fact, calls for payment of only $300 
a week at this time but Metro vol- 
untarily lifted this to $1,100 week- 
ly, in addition to which studio pays 


looking after his interests, so that 


as the thing now stands Freddie 





with the provise that she was to 
receive 90% of her salary when on 
loan, Had her pact been with a 
studio she would continue to re- 
ceive the face of her contract no 
matter how much was charged -for 
a loan-out, as has often happened in 
this biz and still does when stars are 
on the climb. 
Falls Back on Radio 

Jackie Cooper, who will be 15 
Sept. 15 this year, has been com- 
paratively inactive in pictures since 
the voice change set in but signed 
not so long ago for two periods of 
ratio transcription work at $5,000 


| each with his mother, Mabel Cooper 


Eleanore Whitney, daughter of 
Allen and Anne Wittenberg, started 


and the aunt have more than $1,200 | her minor contract in June. 1935, at 
a week between them to live on. | $250 weekly, ranging upward through 


Stories published in 
throwaway sheet and_ elsewhere 
calling attention to Freddie’s sad lot 
are sO much hogwash. 
Bartholomew case is cited at 
| length here—with facts never before 
| published—because this one pro- 
vides the outstanding awful example 


a Hollywood | eight options to $1,500. 


Judge Wilson sits on contract mat- 
ters twice a week, with Deputy 
County Clerk A. L. Waltz keeping 
cases On each individual as he or she 
comes up. Judge frowns on grant- 


| ing agents any fee in excess of the 


of what can happen when a mop- | 
pet player’s family relations go sour. | 


Most Hollywood instances are an 

entirely different story. 

son sees to that. 
Court Saves His Name 


Instance of Spanky McFarland 
for example, shows how court func- 
tions to protect a child. Spanky’s 
contract with Hal Roach calls for 


beginner, ranging upward to $1,000 
weekly, over five yearsinall. Studio 


wanted a clause in the contract pro-| the contract would be carried out. | 


Judge Wilson then affixed his okay. | 
Deanna Durbin was brought to the | 
fore by Jack Sherrill and Frederick 


viding that, should the ticket be 
called off for any reason, 
should not be allowed to work else- 
where under that monicker. 
Wilson said nix, Spanky’s name was 


the name in the course of adver- 
tising its own product Spanky 
should not be deprived of the bene- 
fits. 

Bobby Breen started in pictures 
July 31, 1935, and is now a corpora- 
tion, chief beneficiaries of his earn- 
ings being his parents, Hyman and 
Rebecca Borsuk; Sol Lesser, head of 
Principal Pictures; Louis D. Lurie, 
Lesser’s backer and partner, and 
William D. Shapiro. Moppet earns 
plenty coin for all. 

A lot of screen girls whom the 
| public thinks of as grown up are 
infants in the law’s eyes, under 21, 
hence subject to the regulations im- 
| posed by Judge Wilson, In 
category fall the de Havilland sis- 
ters, Olivia and Jean, Olivia gained 
fame first at Warners, 
now has the ‘sister, who is profes- 
sionally known as Jean Fontaine, 
after the girls’ stepfather, George 
M. Fontaine. Their coin goes into 
| the bank at San Jose, Calif., into 
| the ‘Olivia de Havilland’ and ‘Jean 
! Fontaine’ accounts. Their father, 
Walter de Havilland, is divorced 
from the mother and lives in Tokyo. 


Kids Doing Alright 

Judy Garland, whose real name is 
Frances Gumm, is going on 15, 
| started her contract two years ago 
at $300 weekly with four yearly 
options to $1,000, Marcia Mae Jones 
' was 11 when Samuel Goldwyn 
signed her Jan. 10, 1936, at $125 with 
options taking her to $300 weekly. 
Case of Betty Jane Rhodes, Uni- 
| versal moppet, shows where an 
agent can enter into the situation. 
|She was 16 when she signed a 
; contract with U, starting off at $100 





Judge | 


Judge Wil- | 


customary 10% and cross-examines 
all parties to make certain there is 
no chiseling. 

In the case of one 10 percenter, 
whose credentials did not seem 
proper, the judge demanded a de- 
tailed accounting plus references. 
Agent brought in his financial report 
showing how much coin he had but 
still no dice with the judge. After 


| the agent had tried everything and 


moppei | 





this | 


| failed he finall ‘evai C 
the payment of $250 a week for a | : many brevaies upon. the 


responsible heads of the studio that 
was angling for the moppet involved 
and they personally vouched that 


Falkin, agents, who hold her per- 


‘ ; 22 | sonal contract through her parents. 
his own, and if the studio publicized | 


Deanna’s real name is Edna May 
Durbin. Contract with her agents 
expires Nov. 4 this year, but they 
have the privilege of renewal for 
another trio of years. 

Toby Wing was 19 when her 
present contract was negotiated 
April 20, 1936. She started at $200 a 
week and goes to $1250 through op- 
tions running seven years altogether. 
Frankie Darro, real name Johnson, 
has grown up to a big boy now, 19, 
and last April signed for 10 films, not 
more than 14 days work on each, at 
price ranging from $1,750 to $2,250 
each, 


AS 1 PA. TAX EXPIRES 


ANOTHER STARTS AUG. 4 


and Radio | 





Harrisburg, July 20. 
Pennsylvania’s emergency relief 
tax, imposed by the 1935 Legislature 
for a two-year period, automatically 
expires at midnight on July 21. This 
tax was 4c. on a dollar. 
According to Secretary of Revenue 


J. Griffith Boardman, there are 6,000 | 


delinquents who owe the State more 
than $1,000,000 in unpaid taxes. They 
will be given 90 days in which to 
pay up and after that period the 
names of all delinquents will be sent 
to the Attorney General's office for 
legal action. 

While this tax, which was passed 
on to the customers by most the- 
atres expires, a new theatre tax goes 
on by midnight Aug. 4. By that time 
the 200,000 owners of stores and the- 
atres must have filed their applica- 
tion for a State license with the De- 
partment of Revenue. This tax is 


WB’s 200 Pennsy Houses Won't 
Participate im Indies Anti-Par 
Strike but Bernhard ‘Sympathizes 


? —_—————_—___. 





Philadelphia, July 20 
The Warner circuit’s almost 200 
Pennsy houses will not participate 
in the exhib date strike against Par- 
amount in August, Joe Bernhard, 
g.m., told a committee which asked 
him to join. 


Must Pay Pa. Amus. Tax 
Even Though Law Expires 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
Warning was issued last Thursday 
| by J. Griffith Boardman, secretary 
|of revenue, that State admish tax | The chain 
| must be paid up although law ex-/ committee, 
| pires tomorrow. He said about 6,000) very 
| delinquents owe the State more than 
| $1,000,000 in the amusement taxes, 
| and announced that he’d take strenu-| terms before.’ He offered to act as 
| ous means to collect. a conciliator in the strike, but his 
More than $7,000,000 was collected | gesture was immediately rejected by 
| on the levy from July, 1935, to’ June! the Par -‘war board’ meeting here 


|of this year. | next day. 

ey! E Bernhard said it is impossible for 
0 CALIF - ARV | for some time yet and because of a 
¢ e reciprocal agreement by which Par- 


the circuit to join the strike because 
| affiliated houses use Warner product. 








head the 
was 


the 


informed 
however, that he 
much in sympathy with 
exhibs’ ire over Par's demands. He 
said he had ‘never heard of such 








its contract with Par doesn’t run out 


| Lewen Pizor, Abe Sablosky and 
| Charley Segal comprised the com 
[ N p | ES J ( | N | mittee which called on Bernhard in 

New York. They will make one 


~ PAR BOYCOTT 


more attempt to bring him into the 
fold. In the event he doesn’t come 
| through, all Warner houses will be 
picketed every time they play a Par 
film. 

Meantime, as result of exchange’s 
statement that all film will be shipped 

Independent theatre owners and | to exhibs when available, regardless 
exhibitors representing 112 houses in | of cancellation notices, Horlacher’s 
Southern California and Arizona | Delivery Service, film carrier here, 
met yesterday and voted to join the | has been notified by many ops not 
nationwide sitdown strike called by | to pick up film from Par. Jim Clark, 


Hollywood, July 20. 


|indies against Paramount pictures. | prexy of the firm, said it will be 
| Resolution was adopted to pull all | compelled by public service laws to 
play dates for Par films during | deliver the film if Par guarantees 


freight charges, although, of course, 
exhibs don’t have to accept it. 

It was decided by the ‘war board’ 
that the strike cannot be settled ex- 
cept by vote of majority of United 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners 
membership a a mass mecting, to 
avoid possibility of a sellout. Ex- 
hibs with more product than they 


August and up to Sept. 15, and side- 
step negotiations for next season’s 
product during that period. 

Action was due -to alleged failure 
of Par to abide by contractual obli- 
gations for 1936-37 season by failing 
to deliver six features, namely ‘Souls 
at Sea,” ‘High, Wide and Handsome,’ 
‘Angel,’ ‘Artists and Models,’ ‘Spawn 


of North” and ‘Count of Luxem-| C2" use have also been asked to help 
| bourg.’ out competitors by loaning film. 

| After the meeting, the indies The six zone captains in charge 
moved en masse on the local Par of the ban have made a census of 


Par users in their territory. Only 
exhibs who have refused to cooper- 
ate with them are Felt Bros., oper- 
ators of Bluebird, Allen and Casino, 

Distribution of 500,000 handbills 
urging public to support strike has 
already begun. One sound truck is 
now on the street, usually parked 
near the exchange. The others are 
being readied for Aug. 1. Exhibs 
are receiving daily postcards or let» 
ters telling them of progress. 

To Par’s denial that refusal to 
accept pix is legal, UMPTO has 
offered free counsel service to any 
exhib sued. UMPTO execs privately 
admit considerable doubt concerning 
legality, but expect to have strike 
well settled before six months to a 
year that it would take to try a suit 
against an exhib. 


WB’S SIST ST., NY., AS 
PERMANENT $2 HOUSE 


|exchange and began pulling play- 
dates on feafures, newsreel and 
| shorts including heavy bookings set 
|for National Paramount Week, Sept. 
| 5-11. 
| 


WB STAGGERING SALES 
CAMPAIGN ON ‘FORGET’ 








Warner Bros. is selling ‘They 
Won't Forget’ in a unique manner, 
staggering playdates taken on the 
picture and not until October or 
November will it go on general re- 
lease, any engagements up to then 
being on a pre-release basis in picked 
spots. On top of the opening last 
Wednesday (14) at the Strand, N. Y., 
company is putting it into Asbury 
| Park Saturday (24) and into San 
| Francisco and Los Angeles July 29. 
{but has no other dates. 
| No engagements are so far set for 
the south and plans of the company | 
'for Dixie territory are not made | 











Warners plans to make its 5ist 


stepped into the middle and steered weekly the first year with options 
all hands to an amicable—on the fat2> for four years more and a $1,500 
of it—settlement. Agreement pro-| maximum. Court also okayed a 
vided that 20% of Freddie’s earnings contract whereby her promoter, Nat 
go to the family for the support of + Goldstone pacted with U to receive 
the parents and his two sisters. Re- | $35 weekly of her pay when it 
mainder, after the $800 monthly al- reached $200, and on up to where he 
lowance for actor and aunt, goes to | will receive $262.50 when it touches 
a trust fund administered by the} maximum. 
Union Bank & Trust Co. of Los Mauch twins at Warners have sep- 
Angeles. arate identical contracts signed by 
Legal Fee Not Peanut Money 
Cash in Myllicent Bartholomew’s 
Possession belonging to Freddie 
when this settlement was made to- 
taled around $27,000. Lawyers’ fees 
for ‘extraordinary services’ were 
$10,000, to be part down and the 
rest in monthly installments. Kick 


j 


‘The Prince and the Pauper.’ Start- 
ing at $250 a week, the twin young- 


pact at all. Agreement now pays 
them $350 weekly each, graduating 
to $1,500 each at the end of the con- 
tract, together with 50% of any 


Warners after they had scored in | 


sters worked for some time with no | 


was raised on the legal fees but 
only after Aunt Myllicent had ob- 
tained consent of Freddie’s parents 
to let her adopt him legally, which 
was done some months ago. Law 
firm of McAdoo, Neblett & War- 
her, which is advising the aunt, 
now seeks to set aside the Union 
Trust Co.’s guardianship and hand 
over entire control of Freddie's af- 
fairs to the aunt. 

Legal fees were apportioned among 
London, New York and Los An- 
geles law firms. 

Aunt, seeking to oust Union Trust 

9 as Freddie’s guardian, was 
shown to have obtained consent of 
the boy's parents to his adoption 

fer only with proviso that 


radio work that falls their way. 
Bonita Granville’s contract, 
okayed by her mother, Rosina Gran- 
ville, 
rises to $2,000. It is dated March 11, 
1937, and runs seven years. Girl is 
the daughter of Bernard 


bona fide agents function for the 
benefit of their clients. William | 


Morris agency took the Raye matter 
before the court, handing her the 
regulation contract, which was a 
deal between the agency and Miss 
Raye, through her mother, Mrs. Peg 
Raye. Girl was then 20, June 7, 1936. 
} She was guaranteed $350 a week 
with options each year to $650—but 


started at $300 weekly and | 


(Bunny) 
Granville of stage fame, now dead. | 
Case of Martha Raye shows how | 


known as the chain store tax and it 
ranges from $1 a year for a single 
store or single theatre to $500, each, 
for chains of 500 or more stores or 
theatres in the State. This tax is 
self-assessing and must be returned 
with the license application. The ap- 
lication forms are being mailed out 
at the rate of 50,000 daily. 








Marcus for Himself 


Fort Wayne, July 20. 

Manny Marcus, for several years 
handling the Quimby theatrical 
estate, has resigned to give full 
attention to his own Indianapolis 
holdings. 

Harry Hogan, president of the 
| Dime Savings Bank, and corpora- 
tion counsel, who was also a trustee 
of the estate, will take Marcus’ 
place as executive of the Quimby 
| holdings. 


Philly F.B.T. Stays Open 
Philadelphia, July 20. 
Film Board of Trade office here 


| despite dissolution of outfits through- 
out country, will remain = open. 


| Whether the local branch, under di- 


rection of Jack Greenberg, will con- 
tinue to operate on permanent basis 
not yet decided. 
If exchanges 
remain 


will kick in, it 
open, but at present 
this seems doubtful. Will 
be shuttered by September. 


will 
Lime 


probably 


| will send 


but declared that very likely WB 
it into the south in the 
usual manner without tests or prior 


| private screenings to sound senti- 


ment. Ears in WB are cocked for 
possible squawks but thus far noth- 
ing has been heard concerning the 


, North-South angle. 


At the Strand, patrons are asked 
to fill out cards indicating whether 
they feel the hero was guilty or uot 
guilty, majority voting the latter. 


|Cards filled out that way include 


some from southerners. 


Vic Morris to H’ wood 


Boston, July 20. 


Street theatre (formerly the Holly- 
wood) the No. 1 roadshow house in 
New York and if unable to keep it 
supplied with pictures of its own 
on a twice-daily basis, will rent it 
out for the same purpose. After 
‘Life of Emile Zola’ has its $2 run 
here, starting Aug. 11, Warners will 
put in “Tovarich’ (new title, ‘To- 
night’s Our Night’) on the same 
basis. Pictures later in the 1937-38 
season that will also point for the 





| Hollywood include ‘Adventures of 
Robin Hood’ and ‘The Gamblers.’ 
|Latter will be Max  Reinhardt’s 


| second for WB. 

Charles Griswold, who managed 
| the Music Hall, N. Y.. when it first 
| opened, will operate the Hollywood 


Victor J. Morris, managing direc- | for Warners. 
tof of Loew’s Orpheurn here, is ia uibigoilitesiei dita eens 
slated to go to the Coast in mid- 4 
August to take over an unannounced Want Bldg. Action 
job with Metro studios. Fl Paso, July 20. 

Morris, a vet exhibitor of more Residents in Five Points in Et 
than a quarter century in the Bos- | Paso have been mystified by a large 
ton area, is one of the best known | billboard sign which reads, ‘Site of 
showmen in New England. | the new Inter-State theatre.” 

~- - 3+ The sign has heen renewed every 
few months for the last three years. 
The mystery now seems to be wear- 


Exhib’s Auto Crash 


Galveston, July 20. | ing’thin, and Five Pointers are be- 

John D. Jones, operator of the) ginning to suspect that the sign is 

R. & R. Theatres, San Angelo, was/| there just to discourage some rival 

| Dadly injured when his auio turned: outfit from building a house. Ten 

|} over on highway. | thousand Five Pointers have signed 

| His secretary, Jean Conor, escaped. petitions asking thag work on the 
with minor injuries, luabe be started. 
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CENTURY-FOX ’ | 
GAVE IT EVERYTHING | | 


.. to make it sweeter ’n’ 
hotter..faster 'n’ funnier..big- | 
ger ’n’ better. .plus that extra | 
something that makes 20th’s 
musicals entertainment 
news and means lines 
at the boxoffice! 
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PICTURES 


| percentage of tab readers hother 
| with the reviews, since the ads give 
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Fans Smell "Em Out 








(Continued from page 7! 





which average patron did not savor, 
including absence of comedy relief. 

Localized instance of unfavorable | 
scribe comment was that of ‘A Star | 
is Born’ in New York. Some of the 
story context did not go over well 
with reviewers, yet they revealed | 
enough of the plot to convince thou-— 








merits, one way or the other, 
reviews. One theatre, in particular, 
evidently finds his laudatory notices 
helpful because it extensively quotes 
them in display fronts, newspaper 
ads and advertising literature. In 
film circles, the World theatre’s long 
runs of such pictures as ‘Be Mine 
Tonight’ is credited in part to Pot- 


he; 
imparts valuable individuality to his 


| them the necessary thumbwgail flash, 
}and they have formed advance 
| opinions anyway. 
Prunella Hall of the Post) (with 
second largest circulation) certainly 
{has a fan following through \ her 
/gossip and  question-and-answer 
;column. Her fan mail is tangible 
/evidence of a good solid following. 


| On the basis that the Post success- | 


| fully straddles the low and highbrow 
banks and shoots the middle-class 
groove, Miss Hall is credited by 


epee 





Tieup 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
The day that the Soviet fliers 





Philly Exchanges’ Brotherly Love 
Technique Settles U-WB Sitdowns 


+ 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
Universal exchange tried a tech- 
nique entirely new to labor disputes 
to settle sit-down strike of 12 of its 
office employes. The 11 femme and 


sands that it was something they ‘¢r’s ‘raves.’ It would seem that the several exhibs with having most in- landed near Riverside, Calif, |! one male ClOer were invited to din- 
§ class clientele to which the World| fluence. Grand International theatre, ¢ the Broadwood hotel last 
wanted to see. roth ain ee a : dinitinnen beta enna ner a e roadwoo note as 

Tastances caters puts stock in Potter’s ratings Helen Eager of the Traveler and wi: Tuesday night to talk things over. 


Manhandling given ‘A Day at the 


and many meritorious pictures play- 


Peggy Doyle of the American both 


this week a feature would be 


Company offered raises of $5, but re- 


Races’ by Manhattan reviewers had ort eer peti ya Bee gs which have big circulation and give much for 4 Mihai a cae fused to recognize the union. 

no effect on the big play in N. Y. notic A a a mos Page —_ had emphasis to the film end on their the eset Ott int he Strikers accepted the meal, but not 
or in its hot race at b.o. elsewhere. the ve py cia € y nim into/ pages. Miss Doyle has the edge of ti i ’ 'y the terms. They decided instead 
On smaller scale, this was true of The ‘stele aa ig =e | about 60,000 on circulation, but Miss ih ve ee ae that next morning the gals should 
a number of key cities on ‘Parnell,”| 7) 1. oni ics ined ym ate Eager = Sere firmly established Wannous teal GBeniasine picket in bathing suits. Wind of the 
public disregarding adverse barbs to} ‘ ’ re film _re-;| here through longer service, so it’s ; stunt reached papers, and bright and 


give it a healthy return at the ticket | 


views and make no attempt to ex- 


anybody’s guess between these two. 


Gigli), but yanked it for Rus- 











early next morning flock of lensers 


Because so many of the reviewing |... dias indmatate ‘Saumiat aa’ ane ae = io oe but on oa sar I ag ss | itching to shoot the works. But the 
sat ig rhea ars asic theory their influence on the | ic sies acke 
fraternity air their own likes and y.:jous theatres. As a result, it’s! b. 0. is slight, femmes got icy tootsies and backed 


dislikes on pictures, many readers 
have become accustomed to ignoring 
the critical portion of newspaper re- 
views and setting themselves up as! 
virtual amateur critics. 

Influence of criticism, of course, 
depends on the amount of circula- 
tion, type of such and variety of re- 
views used. Thus a newspaper with 
about 400,000 circulation in an area 
with 36,000,000 population could not 
be viewed as particularly influential 
in swaying opinion even if every 
reader of the paper took the review 
literally. Nor does high praise in 
such a publication often mean a 
thing with the box office. On the 
other hand, a circulation in excess 
of 2,000,000 in such area is undoubt- 
edly influential. 

Los Angeles, it is found, suffers 
from a multiplicity of opinions, with 
none having much bearing on the 
box office. 

Nationwide network reviews are 


doubtful whether the reviews mean 
anything more than regular ‘readers,’ 
seldom are critical 


have some advertising value, but lit- 
tle else. 

It would seem hereabouts that the 
Tribune missed a great bet in fail- 
ing to capitalize on Harry Reming- 
ton, whom it permitted to get away 
last year. Remington wrote film re- 
views for the Tribune under the 
pseudonym of John Alden. His re- 


views were notable for their wit and | 


w<ilaful writing. Remington’s  re- 
views attracted much attention and 
theatres quoted from them fre- 
quently. After building a consider- 
able following, however, he quit to 


| take a publicity job with the Fox 
Since his depar- | 


theatre, Detroit. 
ture the Tribune has continued to 
run its reviews under the John AIl- 
den by-line. For a time it had Joe 


Sommers, night police reporter, han- | 


in nature and, | 
as far as the theatres are concerned, | 


Since the Globe film reviewers 
| (Marjorie Adams and Cy Durgin) 
write anonymously, they can hardly 
be credited with any influence as in- 
dividuals, although a circulation of 
| about 300,000 for morning and eve- 
ning editions combined would guar- 
antee a sizable block of Boston and 
New England readers for the Globe 
page. 

Mordaunt Hall of the Transcript. 
with smallest circulation, (less than 
50,000) is a relative newcomer, 
aiming at a top stratum of reader- 
ship primarily interested in legit and 
concert. 





It’s a Standoff in St. Loo 


St. Louis, July 20. 
Local pix crix have their following 
but operators say that while favor- 
able reviews stimulate b.o. activities 
unfavorable ones don’t particularly 
hurt good pix. A feature in point is 





BWAY CAPITOL 
~ FACE-CIFT, IST 
N20 YRS. 





Two big Broadway first runs will 
temporarily shut down, one of 
them, the Capitol, for the first time 
{in its operation of nearly 20 years. 
| The other house, the Rivoli, which 
| goes dark today (Wed.) after a five- 
| week run of ‘Slave Ship,’ has had 
| difficulty in finding a picture but in 
former years has shuttered for a few 
| weeks or a month, 


| be 


down at the crucial moment. 

Later the same day, the strike was 
settled on provision that Labor Re- 
lations Board take a poll, and it CIO 
Office and Professional Workers’ 
has majority, company will recognize 
it. Five-dollar promised raises also 
handed out, 

Warner exchange, which had one- 


| day sitdown, also attempted to kill it 


with kindess. Doors were left open 
for employes to come and go as they 
wished, friends visited them, and 
when several gals showed signs of 
weakening about midnight, they 
were sent home in cabs at company’s 
expense. The Warner settlement 
was similar to Universal's. 


SHOWMAN ROBBED OF 
10G JEWELRY IN PHILA. 








Philadeiphia, July 20. 


generally rated as having little in- | dle the assignment and he did 4) ‘San Francisco.’ When it opened at; Plans for the Capitol are to close Thieves looted home of Barney 
fluence, if any, on the box office. good job. _ Recently, however, it Loew’s the Post-Dispatch, town’s! it down after the engagement of| Mitofsky here of almost $10,000 
Principal reasons for this is the time ae 7 og rn the sok ees | largest rag, panned it. Other re-|‘Saratoga,’ which opens tomorrow| Worth of jewelry, silverware and 
element, with many air critics ex-| ering tasks to whatever men viewers liked it. When ‘San Fran- , . diamonds Saturdé (17). itot’s 

. to be available for the tasks. The (Thurs.), but only long enough to Aheig rag m4 Mitotsky 


pressing their opinion four or five 
weeks in advance of even a few 
principal key city release dates. Ex-' 
hibitor check indicated that few lis- 
teners can recall any radio opinions 


Star heads its reviews ‘In Flicker 
Land With Cristofer Robbin.’ 





‘Don’t Mean a Thing’ in Hub 


cisco’ became a h.o. the Post-Dis- 
patch again rapped it. But the 
| Metro pic played for four weeks to 
fine biz. 

The natives here generally follow 


put up a new front and remodel 
the house, including some reseating. 
None of the other Broadway theatres 
are closing or has in the past. 

Riv will be bolted until about the 


is a pioneer in film industry, having 
established the first house in Philly. 
Erected in 1906, it was known as 
Dazzleland. 

Part of the loot was a blue, oval- 


that long even if given much Boston, July 20. | the reigning screen stars and re-| middle of August when it is expected shaped, star sapphire platinum ring 
credence. ‘They don’t mean a thing’ is the | ,ardiess of the reviews lay it on|a picture will be set. While nego-| With seven large diamonds, which 

Ore N. Y. exhibitor classified daily general smap-judgment rating of | the line to see their faves. Thus at|tiations are now on for a reopener, belonged to Mrs. Edith Rockefeller 
papers into types, with only the local film critics here by exhibitors || oew’s, with its galaxy of M-G stars,|no deals are yet closed, McCormick. Since his retirement 
Hearst dailies and the Daily News | and those close to that end of the | the same faces can be seen every we six years ago, Mitofsky has collected 


as really encouraging amusements 
for the general populace in their 
reviews, He was particularly put out 
over the manner in which western 
films were ignored. Claimed that 
the only dailies ‘catching’ this type 
of film were femme critics, and that 
they seldom liked or appreciate this 
screen fare. Result was that no) 
western even gets a passing cheer 
though viewed probably by more> 
people in the U. S. than any other 
variety of picture. 





Depends on the Paper 
Minneapolis, July 20. 

Judging by experience here, the 
sphere of a hinterland’s film critic's 
influence devolves as much upon his 
newspaper as him. A case in point is 
Merle Potter of the Journal. Re- 
gardless of his critical and literary 
abilities—which, naturally, afford 
differences of opinion—the fact re-| 
mains that his employer has had a 
great deal to do with making him 
his present force with a very con- 
siderable personal following. Ad- 
vertised in its own display columns. 
on theatre screens and over the radio 
as one of its star features, encour- 
aged to launch numerous fan con- 
tests, given all the space and layout 
help anyone could wish, sent an-) 
nually to Hollywood to gather dope 
and interview material for his daily | 
chatter columns, special feature arti-| 
cles and attractive Sunday section, 
Potter has enjoyed the utmost co- 


biz. It is a theory adaptable to prac- 
tically every key city and not pe- 
culiar to the Hub, in the opinion 


of the box office boys whe are in | 


line to feel the effect of rave and 
adverse criticisms of their screen 
fare. 

Thoroughly implanted in the 
minds of exhibs there is the convic- 
tion that pix are made or broken in 
the minds of film fans well in ad- 
vance of their openings, and that in 
almost every case the seat-buyers 
will come to view a picture they 
have previously concluded is worth 
seeing. 
Coast before or during production 


wise up the customers in advance. | 


A local review isn’t going to sway 
more than a handful according to 
managers here. 


Some exhibs feel that a detri- | 
mental review of a second rate film | 


will hurt somewhat; but that a neg- 
ative review of a flicker with b. o. 
pull has negligible effect. 

As every visiting p. a. knows, Bos- 
ton is a pushover, if a fair amount 
of advertising is planted with the 
readers, puffs and pictorials. A blind 
man can see that there is some 
‘understanding’ between the re- 
viewers and their respective busi- 
ness offices. The length of reviews 
often vary with the amount of paid 
space on the same page; and when 
crix step too far out of line the 
business office sends down a memo 
that isn’t disregarded. 


Advance blurbs from the | 


| week regardless of the program and 
newspaper comments. The same holds 
true at other deluxers and nabes. 

Herbert Monk, who does film re- 
views and covers the legit shows as 
well for the St. Louis Globe-Demo- 
crat, town’s only am. rag, is fre- 
quently asked by telephone callers 
for his advice on a screen feature 
that is appearing at one of the nabes. 
He occasionally receives letters, gen- 
erally from femmes, in which the 
writers agree with his favorable re- 
views or disagree with his unfavor- 
able ones. Some take the trouble 
| to point out where, in their opinion, 
he is in error. 

The same experience has befallen 
| Colvin MePherson of the St. Louis 
| Post-Dispatch, a Pulitzer publica- 
| tion: In addition to receiving letters 
and phone calls McPherson has been 
| invited and has accepted invitations 
'to address civic bodies on questions 
{of the stage and screen. 

Homer Bassford and Reed Hynes, 
film and legit reviewers of the Star 
Times, also have a certain following 
that occasionally asks for advice on 
the fitness of a pix appearing at a 
nabe. Like Monk and McPherson, 
Bassford and Hynes also are re- 
cipients of letters agreeing on dis- 
agreeing with their reviews. 

Each local sheet has a film page 
in which pix and feature stories, as 
well as local yarns, are used several 
times a week, and natives have little 





Hollywood, July 20. 


Fox West Coast Theatres will spend 
approximately $500,000 rehabilitat- 
ing its theatres and erecting new 
houses in Southern California dur- 
ing the next six months. 

New houses will be erected in 
Westwood Village, Los Angeles and 
Redondo Beach, 


Nite Baseball Starts 
To Hurt in Columbus 


Columbus, July 20. 
Columbus theatres got a taste of 
|b. o. blues as brought on by night 
baseball for the first time last week. 

The Columbus Red Birds’ new pol- 
icy this year of all night games ex- 
cept Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
left the showhouses unscathed as the 
| team floundered early in the season, 

but with the team’s recent spurt to 
first place, fans here are again flock- 
| ing to the ball park, leaving a notice- 
able dent in night theatre attend- 
ance. 

Most competition theatres have 
had in some years came last Wednes- 
day (14) when ball game packed in 
11,000, Ringling Bros. & Barnum & 
Bailey Circus drew nearly 10,000 and 
fireworks display for Rainbow Di- 
vision convention brought out sev- 











| 
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| 











jewelry as a hobby. 


Philly WB Manager Held 
On $628 Theft; Horses 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Abraham D. Sunberg, 38, manager 
of Warners’ Keystone theatre here, 
was held in $1,000 bail Friday (16) 
for ‘borrowing’ $628 of the com- 
pany’s money. 

‘I didn’t really steal the money,’ 
Sunberg told Magistrate Medway, ‘I 
just borrowed. it because I'd lost so 
much on the horses. I even called 
up the theatre and told them I bor- 
rowed it. I tried a comeback in a 
lot of towns, but 1 just didn’t have 
any luck, I'm sorry now.’ 

Sunberg said that for a week he 
traveled up and down the Atlantic 
Coast seeking a chance to recoup his 
losses either at a crap table or on 
the horses. The trip cost him all he 
had left. 

Following the luckless tour, Sun- 
berg returned to his home and gave 
himself up. He was manager of the 
Keystone for three years. He has a 
wife and small child. 


Seipel Led the Rest 
Hollywood, July 20. 


Harry Seipe!l was returned win- 
ner in the second quarter of Fox- 








SCE s+ Sas : difficulty in making up their minds| |” : West Coast’s better business drive 
operation from the Journal in estab-| Vicious writing is decidedly the pe Bm ; aa | eral thousand more. ee Op saab we - 
lishing him af the J ‘ a cae exception here and leniency the | 0” the star and pix they want to see | Dick Dickson was second and B. V. 
re = a0 ever aon Carlton | rule | regardless of crix’ comments. | Yerne Cady end Johnny Malloy awe third, other prize cap- 

nown—succeede = : , srators ick to! . / ’ ’| turers being Ga reorg 
Miles, long a name-critic here, more Rating "Em Operators, however, are quick sign painters at the Palace theatre, g Homer Gill, George 


favorable reviews for 


Bowser, Nick Turner, 


oe ‘sdividualist ig | seize upon : Dick Spier, 

than 10 years ago. Most rugged individualist is | ap po. wale and when eriz of of) Wt recent winners in a snapshot} wij) Steege and Cullen Espy ris 
In consequence of the aforegoing. Elinor Hughes of the Herald who is ol po aged 0 in agreeing that | contest conducted by The Columbus Among the theatre managers 
as well as whatever talents he pos- can't resist stepping ‘out of line ags are 5 | Citizen, both submitting pictures of | ° lagers, 


sesses, Potter, now a veteran critic— 
in fact, the local ‘dean’ of reviewers 
—looms as an important figure in 
Minneapolis filmdom. His appraisals 
Carry considerable weight, not only 
with the public here, but also with 
exhibitors throughout the territory 
and his by-line criticisms exercise 2 
decided effect on patronage, accord- 
ing to Surveys. And because 
other newspaper here has seen fit to 
build’ a staff member as a film 
Critic, Potter stands alone in this 


no 


occasionally to lash a limp one. The 
Herald circulation is next to lowest 
in town, and more of a class sheet 
than other morning papers. Because 
Miss 
view that Beacon Hill and Back Bay 
vould be likely to read, it can be 
assumed that she has a high percent- 
age of reader following. It is highly 


questionable that her criticisms have | 


any telling effect on box offices, ex- 
cept on a few highbrow pix. 
On the other hand, Joyce Dana 


Hughes writes the style of re- | 


pix should be seen, excerpts of their | 
comments are used in theatre’s reg- | 
when crix! 
rap a program, operators wait until | 


ular ads. Occasionally 


week are complete to 
mention that the reviewer missed 
in ealling a shot. But all is done 
good-naturedly in this town and no 
one harbors a grudge. 


figures for 


ROLAND IN SPANISHER 
Hollywood, July 20. 


Manager Harry Schreiber’s baby. 
Prizes were a pair of tickets to 
the Palace. 





' 
| 


'Freeman, Netter to N. W. 


Again delayed on a takeoff, Y. 
Frank Freeman and Leon Netter, Par 
theatre bosses, will now leave for 
Chicago and Minneapolis some time 
next week, 

They are going out to check in on 


winners, included Herman Kersken, 
Fox, San Francisco; Dan McLean, El 
Capitan, S. F.; Tom Soricro, United 
Artists, ie fut J. D, Graham, Fox, 
Salinas; M. Trumpower, Beverly, 
Beverly Hills, and Don Austin, Glen 
City, Santa Paula. 





BEATRICE (NEB.) NIXES SUN. 
Lincoln, Neb., July 20. 

Beatrice (Neb.) fight to legalize 

Sunday picture shows ended in a 

tie with 1,553 votes on each side, 


field here, land Ed Harkins (Don Ward) have Gilbert Roland goes into the lead | local operating matters and discuss| which means seven-day openings not 
Potter himself undoubtedly en-| the biggest circulation through the | of ‘La Vida Bohemia,’ Cantabria| policies, problems, etc., with B, & K.| adopted. Previously count was 1,525 


hances his prestige by appearances 
*3 a speaker before luncheon and 
women’s clubs. Then, too, by tak- 
ing a position regarding the picture's 


tabloid Record, whose readers are 
mainly filmgoers. The effect of these 
writings is greatly discounted by ex- 
hibs who opine that only a small 


Films film to be produced by Jaime 
del Amo with Josef Sterne co-pro- 
ducer. 

Rosita Diaz plays opposite. 


in Chicago, as well as with John J. 
Friedi and L, J. Ludwig, Par’s op- 
erators in the northwest, being gone 
probably a week or 10 days. 











for and 1,512 against, with 67 mail 
ballots to count 

Strong possibilily votes 
contested. 


may be 
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heart and nothing in his head but love! 


With Radio’s Sensational Singing Favorite 


Kenny Baker 


FRANK McHUGH e- ALICE BRADY 
GERTRUDE MICHAEL - JANE WYMAN 


Directed by Alfred E. Green +» Screen Play by William Wister 
Haines and Elaine Ryan + 4 Swell New Hits by Warren and Dubin 


Another Big MERVYN LEROY PRODUCTION from WARNER BROS! 


BES EE 
eng state tReet F : SO 


Hes “Mr. Deeds ” musical brother- 
a super-pixilated brain-child of Clarence | 
Buddington Kelland, with a song in his 
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-He’s Jack Benny’s — 


Kenny! 


Every fanin America knows 
Kenny Baker is the star 
support of the air’s favor- 


ite program —that means 
well over 20 million tuner- 


inners to be turned into ticket 


sales when you tell them. 
Kenny Baker is at your 


house! Tell ’em nrow—and 
tell ’em often! 
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| EXPLOITATION 


Cowing the Public 
Omaha. 


One of those few and far between 
exploitation opportunities offered it- 
self to Eddie Forrester, Omaha thea- 
tre chief, and he cashed in on it. 
Manager has long had line on 
Queenie, trained cow, but suitable 
tie-up wasn’t available. When‘ Moun- 
tain Music’ was booked into his 
house he put Queenie and her owner 
to work’ ballyhooing the town. 

Forrester brought bossy and own- 
er, DeLoss Wilke, in from Kearney 
for a two-day gag, before pix open- 
ing. Began with benefit for kids of 
Father Flanagan’s Boys Home and 
then took Queenie around town via 
truck and put her through routine 
in front of the theatre couple times 
daily. Some of cow’s tricks include 
balancing on teeter-board, wearing 
glasses, smoking pipe, walking a 
turntable. 

Stunt was good enough to break 
art in both dailies simultaneously 
along with column of news. Fox 
News figured it big enough to send 
camera from K. for some shots 
for Lew Lehr’s department. Pre- 
voiusly, Queenie broke into Life, and 


more recently into the gaa ah 
ur- | 


edition of a London paper. 
rently gaining publicity as far away 
as Italy. a, 

Working for ‘Mountain Music,’ 
Queenie was carted about town ina 
bannered truck besides wearing a 
sign on her own back. Her fondness 
for ginger snaps, for which she al- 
most begs, made a tie-up with local 
cookie company a snap. 


Cracked the Column 
Lancaster, Pa. 


With local dailies tough to crack, 
Lou Bolander, Colonial, inde, man- 
ager went on the search for the 
tender spot when he started to sell 
‘Captains Courageous.’ ; 

Working from the standpoint of 
the strong emotional angle, he con- 
tacted head of local T. B. Society 
and arranged for a preview showing 





for inmates of Rossmere Sanatorium, | 
county maintained lunger institution. | 


Gag involved going off the deep 
end on straight speculation, but by 
selling the paper on a feature story 
on reactions of patients who haven't 
seen a full length picture in years, 
he cracked the sheet for a four col- 
umn cut and a column and a half 
story. Paper wouldn’t run play date 
or. other publicity in the story, but 
Bolander succeeded in getting them 
to break the story to the theatre 


page. ; 
Ship float on the street with cut-| 


outs from 24 sheet pasted on cheese- 
cloth sails took care of the street 
end of the campaign, and was good 
for a front page newspaper gag. 
Bolander had the boat assembled in 
sign shop for inspection and con- 
ceived the idea on the spot. He 
called the paper and put his sign 
shop artist on the spot for building 
a boat 
able to get it through the door. 
Sheet fell for the story and gave 
it page one. 


Twin Clock 
Camden, N. J. 

Not by any means dynamite, but 
surely a good-will getter, is a recent 
addition to the box-office fixtures 
of the Broadway theatre, local pic 
house. Joseph J. Kelly, manager of 
the center-city theatre, fairly beams 
when he tells of the favor that has 
greeted the new installation. 

On a metal plate, about nine by 
twelve inches, two clocks are set in. 
One timepiece conveys the correct 
time, while the time on the second 
clock js about two hours late. Above 
the first clock is the legend ‘The 
time is now.’ and over the second 
‘You will be out.’ In short, the 
ticket-purchaser knows at a glance 
(the twin clocks are suspended from 
the glass front of the cashier's cage, 
and faces the public) not only at 
what time he is entering, but when 
he will be exiting. 


Fine M-G Job 


Metro's year book for the opening 
Season is a radical departure from 








the gaudy publications of yesteryear. | 


xcept for a finely printed front 
cover (duplicated on the back) only 
red and black are used, with an in- 
telligent application of tint blocks, 
and seiling is done through the 
Printed word rather than through 
lithography. 

It is a far better sales argument 
and gives the exhibitor in compact 
form all he needs to know about the 


coming product, And does it in a/| 


handily-sized booklet that does not 
require the recipient to go down in 
the bill room to find space in which 
to open it up. 


Banking Gas 
; Indianapolis. 
Inspired by the heavy biz of bank 
nights at movie houses, locally 
Owned gasoline companies are using 
Same angles to peddle petrol. Prizes 
ranging up to $100 are given weekly 
‘o those with the lucky license 
Plaies. 
Motorist must register each week 
b Purchasing gasoline to be eligible. 
umbers are taken from state li- 
Ceuse list and displayed in stations. 
your number is up, you collect. 





inside and then not being | 


Neighborly 


It was 20 years or more ago that 
some picture theatre conceived the 
idea of sending a note of welcome 
and a ticket to the show to all who 
moved into the territory, obtaining 
the names from local tradesmen, the 
chamber of commerce and other re- 
sources. 

Lately the idea has been permitted 
|to drop, but Quincy, Mass. has 
| picked it up in a big way. Last year 
| 2,400 recent arrivals were presented 
| with ‘Welcome Packets’ which con- 
| sisted of 20 or more cards, each good 
|for some courtesy. The Quincy, 
|Alhambra and Strand theatres of- 





{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 





j}fered free admission to any of its | 


| theatres, and the Boston Americans 


| offered free delivery of the paper for | 


la week, 


A local sheet would take a ! 


| classified ad without charge and a/| 


jeweler offered an alarm clock. 
| Other offers ranged from the free 
|laundering of four shirts or three 
| tablecloths to a box of face powder. 

Idea is promoted by the Chamber 
,of Commerce, but nothing to start 
;any theatre from inaugurating the 
; movement locally. 


Real Souvenir 
R. K. O. comes through with the 





| 
| 


whistle throttle tied down in its con- | 


| vention issue of Flash, the Radio 
{house organ. Instead of a lot of 


| blatant guff about a whale of a con- | 


; vention it was, it proves the point 
| with a wholly pictorial issue, in- 
j}cluding a four-page spread (folded 
jin), of the entire group of conven- 
| tioneers, followed by 42 pages of 
mostly solid cuts ranging 
candid 


Par’s For-Revenue-Only 
Idea un ‘High’ Preem 


Even Paramount’s own executives | 
and lesser bosses, plus those of other | 
companies, who want to see the) 
premiere tonight (Wed.) of ‘High, 


Wide and Handsome’ at the Astor, 
N. Y., are going to do it on a cash 
basis. Policy adopted by Par in 
opening the picture is that none but 
the press is getting in on the cuff 
and even this list has been sharply 
trimmed. Only 64 pairs are being 
given to newspaper people, a prob-| 
able new low for Ouakleys on any | 
kind of opening 

In addition to top Par execs who | 
are paying, Mrs. Adolph Zukor is} 
among those coughing up. 











S.E.C. REVEALS MORE | 


| 


AMUS. STOX DEALINGS 
UW. | 
Washington, July 20. | 

Another series of in-and-out trans- 
actions in Paramount debentures by | 
Stanton Griffis, via Hemphill, Noyes 
& Co., was undraped today (Tues- 
day) by the Securities and Exchange 
Other stock deals by 





Commission, 


| film insiders came to light simul- | 
| taneously. 


from | 
camera shots to carefully 


| 


|posed photographs of all the major | 


| happenings. 

| It forms a souvenir that will not 
only be priceless to those who took 
|part, but which will hold the in- 
jterest of the general trade reader. 


It does not ignore proper plugs for | 


| R. K, O. product, but it sugar-coats 
'them with finely printed photo re- 
| productions. It is tops for effective 
| work, 





Boston’s ‘Marine’ 
Boston. 


|of ‘Singing Marine,’ several highly 
effective tieups were made to exploit 
the feature. 

Filene’s department store allowed 
a display to be placed in one of its 
windows, with copy plugging the 
pictures, stars, and date. A tieup 
| was made with the local Marine de- 
'tachments, which paraded from 
| South Station to the theatre on open- 


formed men to see the film were 
' placed on bulletin boards in military 


| the commanding officer stationed at 

Charlestown. Other tieups were 
made with local radio, music and 
haberdashery stores in the city. 





Theatre Changes | 


Charlotte, N.C. 
The Princess, Marshall, undergoing 
extensive repairs under Bob Guts- 
chalk, formerly of Bryson City, who 
has just taken over operation of the 
| house. 








Philadelphia. 
Jack Skillman and Glenn Norris 
do a vice-versa for 20th Century- 
| Fox. 
\fice from Washington. Norris goes 
| to Washington from Philly. 
| 








New Orleans. 


ing day, and letters urging all uni- | 


| 


| worth, 


For the Metropolitan’s engagement | 


| 
| 


| 


Skillman comes to Philip of- | 


Fire destroyed the Castleman the- | 
ater at Waterproof, La., near here. | 


Damage estimated close to $5,000. 





Pensacola, Fla. 

Within two weeks Saenger starts 
building third theatre in this city. 
New house will be on site of former 
depariment store. This will be the 
No. 2 house. Saenger the No. 1, 
i Isis the No. 3. This gives Pensacola 
| five picture houses, not including the 
|pictures shown nightly at the Naval 
| Air Station, 





Philadelphia. 

The new Dewey, South Philly, 
skedded to light up about July 30. 
|The Belgrade, fully rebuilt, opened 
July 20 under management of 
|Charley Cox. 
| build a new house in Falls of Schuyl- 
| kill. Charley Klang and Bill Humph- 
ries will take over operation of 
P. O. S. of A. Hall, Berwick, Pa., 
Sept. 1. 


Memphis. 
Sale of the Linden Circle theatre 
to M. A. Lightman and associates for 
approximately $60,000 was recently 
announced. 





Akron, O. 
Harvey Cocks, for three years 
manager of Warner Bros. Strand the- 


atre here, has resigned to become lists Theatres of California, has re- 


manager of the Quimby theatres at 
Ft. Wayne, Ind. James Hadley, asst. 
to Cocks, his successor. 


Little Rock, Ark. 





Two new theatres, representing an | 


investment of $190,000, will be built 
here soon, according to an announce- 
ment last week by E. H. Rowley of 


‘camps. The letters were signed by | With 915 tickets the biggest bundle. 


Furious Par trading kept on/'! 
through May, the S. E. C. semi- 
monthly recapitulaiion showed, with | 
the film company director winding | 
up $32,000 ahead of the game. He) 
dealt solely in 3%% debentures | 
(1947 series). 

In 13 batches, Griffis’s brokerage 
house picked up $199,000 worth of 
bonds and unloaded, in the same} 
number of transactions, $231,000 | 
This cut the firm’s net hold- | 
ing of debentures to $58,000. | 


Only other Par deals by ground- | 
floor occupants involved disposal of 
1,000 shares of second preferred by 
A. Conger Goodyear, who sliced his 
holdings in half, 

Strengthening of Loew’s grip on| 
Loew’s Boston Theatres, Inc., was | 
shown in the report. Listed as oc- 
curring via ‘bequest or inheritance,’ 
movement of 12,503 common over 
19-month interval was shown, Over 
100 separate shifts were recorded, 
many involving only a solitary share, 





Best picking came in February, 1936, 


when 1,679 shares were garnered in 
ten lots. 
Only other dealing 


paper revealed in the statement was 
in Translux stock early last year. 
S. E. C. summary showed George 
H. Eichelberger, director, sliced his 
holdings from 1,000 shares of com- 
mon to 300 and then picked up an- 
other 800, coming out ahead of his 
starting-point. Deals were in Gcto- 
ber and November, 1935, and Feb- 
ruary and April, 1936. 

Other film disclosures were: 

B. A, Barrow and Norman C. 
Nicholson, both New Yorkers, have 
no financial investment in Educa- 
tional Pictures, of which they are 
directors, while John R. Munn, an- 
other occupant of a board seat, rep- 
resents 10 warrants for common. 

Albert F, Schwartz, New York, has 
no stake in Pathe, but Charles B. 
Wiggin, one of the directors, stands 
for one piece of common. Joseph 
H. Hazen, new Warner Bros. di- 
rector, accounts for 500 common. 





Sylvan Simon’s Step-Up 
Hollywood, July 20. 
has promoted Sylvan | 





Universal 


| Simon from test director to full di- 
| rector status. 


No assignment has been handed | 


| him yet, 


Charley Godfine to | 





Broad A’ing It 
Hollywood, July 20. 
Emanuel Cohen has had Stella | 
Adier’s name changed for pictures | 
to Stella Ardler. New York actress 
is the femme lead in ‘Love on 
Toast’ for Major Productions, 


NIPPONESE PIX MEDIATOR | 
Hollywood, July 20. | 


Morton E. Feler, for the past dec- | 
ade comptroller for the United Art- | 





| signed that post due to his appoint- 


ment as U. S. trustee for the Inter- 
national Cinema _ Association of 


| Japan. 





Establishing headquarters in Bev- | 
erly Hills, Feler, in his new capacity, 
will foster better understanding be- | 


the Arkansas Amusement Corpora- | tween American and Nipponese pic- 


| tion. 


ture producers, 


| which was written by Justice Joseph 
| M. Callahan. 


in picture}: 
} 
! 
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Appeals Court Reverses Bill Hart's 


aa 


VA Victory; Block Booking’ Angle 





Verdict of the N. Y. supreme court 
in awarding $85,000 damages, plus 
interest and costs, to William S. 
Hart for alleged violation of con- 
tract by United Artists was reversed 
and a new trial ordered last Friday 
(16) by the Appellate Division. 
Basis of the opinion was that insuf- 
ficient evidence had been presented 
to sustain the jury verdict. Second 
ground of opinion was that the trial 
court submitted an improper rule of 
damages. All five of the sitting 
judges concurred in the opinion, 


Arthur F. Driscoll, of 
O’Brien, Driscoll & Raftery, was at- 
torney for UA. 


Whether Hart, as plaintiff, will 
bring the suit to trial again or drop | 
the action is in the air. Vet cow- 
boy star’s attorney, Frederick Hem- 
ley, of House, Grossman, Vorhaus & 
Hemley, is out of town on a month’s 
vacation and none of the other mem- 
bers of the firm would offer a pre- 
diction until Hemley’s return. 

Basis of the suit was a contract 
between UA and William S. Hart for 
release of the latter’s film, “‘Tumble- 
weeds,’ produced by Hart in 1925, 
with himself starred. Actor brought 
suit in 1931 and it came to trial in 
April, 1936, before Judge Philip J. 
McCook, in N. Y. supreme court. 
Besides the $85,000 damages, the jury 
awarded Hart interest and costs | 
amounting to $1,759. Suit had asked | 
$500,000, 

According to the suit, production | 
of ‘Tumbleweeds’ cost Hart $600,000 
and his contract with UA set a 
‘quota’ for the film at $800,000. By 
‘block booking’ the pic with various 
others of inferior quality, Hart 
eharged, UA violated the contract 
and forced him out of the film in- 
dustry. 

‘Tumbleweeds’ grossed approxi- 
mately $346,000 on 11,369 deals for 
its exhibition. Of this income, 65% 
went to Hart. Pic had more sales 
deals than any other being dis- 
tributed by UA during the same 
period but one, but the gross income 
from many others, including ones by 
Chaplin, Pickford, Fairbanks and 
Valentino, was much greater. 

Included in the group being sold 








by UA at the same time it was sell- 
ing “‘Tumbleweeds’ was ‘Wild Jus- 
tice,’ which starred an unknown dog 
and, which was conceded by both 
parties to have smaller sales value 
than any of the other pix. ‘Wild 
Justice,” which had cost between 
$15,000 and $30,000, grossed approxi- 
mately $190,000 from 9,834 contracts. 

Suit contended there was ‘block 
booking’ of the two pix and that as 
a result, “‘Tumbleweeds’ grossed less 
than it might, while ‘Wild Justice’ 
was upped in receipts. Hart’s con- 
tract with UA called for distrib to 
‘use its best efforts to make the re- 
turn from ‘“Tumbleweeds’ as large 
as possible consistent with good 
business practices and was to lease 
the picture separate and distinct 
from any other motion picture.’ 

As evidence of ‘block booking,’ 
Hart siibmitted contracts in 224 cases. 
In 149 of those, contracts for “‘Tum- 
bleweeds’ and ‘Wild Justice’ were 
signed by exhibs on the same date 
and for the same price. Remaining 
instances were those in which nota- 
tions on the contracts ‘might indi- 
cate that the sale of ‘Tumbleweeds’ 
was contingent on the acceptance of 
contracts for other pictures.’ 


French ‘Golem’ Dubbed 
Into Yiddish for Nabes 


‘Golem,’ Czech film based on the 
Jewish legend, was partially dubbed 
into Yiddish in New York last week. 


Film, although produced in Prague, 
is entirely in French and the Amer- 
ican distribs, Metropolis Films, fig- 
ured it for bigger returns if at least 
the distinctly Yiddish portions were 
spoken in that language. 

Rabbi and other Jewish characters 
and scenes only were dubbed, with 
the greater portion of the film stay- 
ing as is. Prolog, printed in English 
on the film, is also now spoken in 
Yiddish. Metropolis figures the 
move will make it a natural for 
Yiddish nabes which, normally, 
would not go for French language 
films. . 
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Tth Av. & 50th 
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Starting Thursday (July 22) 
Clark Gable and Jean Harlow 
Is Mer Last Picture 


“SARATOGA” 














TODAY 
Pe MARX BROTHERS in 9” 
A Day at the Races 
Benny Davis and Gang 
(MARRIED BEFORE BREAKFAST’ 
with Flerence Rice 















Cinema Ent a 


“THEY WON’T FORGET” win 


Claude Rains - Gloria Dickson - Edward Norris 
nm Gx an A 
25f pm. 


AIR-CONDITIONED — Bway and 47th Street 
Doors open 9:30 A.M.— MIDNIGHT SHOW 





Mono Setting ‘Flight’ 
Hollywood, July 20. 

Monogram has picked Frank Clark 
to do special stunt flying for ‘Atlan- 
tic Flight’ and Paul Mantz to handle 
technical direction. 

Abe Meyer is doing musical direc- 
tion and scoring. 





“MIDNIGHT 
MADONNA” 


A Paramount Picture with 


WAKKEN «6 MADY ¢ EDWARD 
WIiLI4tAmM CORRELE ELLIS 
Alr Conditioned 
TL WSOC’ way at 
R } i EK R i 0 N 45th "ste 
Midweight Shows—5« te 1 P.M. 
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PICTURES 


ADVANCE IN 16MM. FIELD AUGURS SOME 
1,800 DARK HOUSES MAY BE RELIGHTED 








Small-Gauge Equipment Now Deemed Practica! for "ree Permanent Waves 
400-800 Capacity Cinemas—Many of Such Type 
Now Closed—Distribs May Have New Revenue 





Strides taken in 16-millimeter 
field in the last 10 months make 
adaptation of smaller gauge equip- 
ment and film in theatres of 400 to 
800-seat capacity not only feasible 
but an economic possibility. 

Major producers, who would re- 
duce their regular features in 35 mm. 
to 16 mm. in carrying out any pro- 
gram, would have to agree to re- 
Jease their regular schedule or at 
least the greatest part of it in 16 
mm. to make the alignment a reality. 
Biggest thing standing in the way of 
this is the requisite amount of mis- 
sionary work to show logic, saving 
and increased revenue expected to 
accrue from the plan. 


The fact that outlined advantages 
incorporate a saving in printing, 
negative cost and shipping, and would 
add thousands of year-round ex- 
hibitors, are the present angles that 
intrigue producer-distributor com- 
panies. Besides these benefits, the 
16-mm, lineup inclides other ad- 
vantages, including (1) elimination 
of projection booths as now built, (2) 
doing away with all fire hazard, 
and (3) making available old store- 
room and old-type shuttered theatre 
with this equipment. 

Addition of more exhibitors served 
regularly and the saving in printing 
and other cost items just now in- 
terest the industry. 

The stock used for 16 mm. sub- 
jects is non-inflammable. Though it 
costs slightly more than 35 mm., 
there is healthy saving because less 
footage is required. Thus, 400 feet 
of 16 mm. is equivalent to 1,000 feet 
of regular 35 mm. stock, besides 
being half the width. Means com- 
parable reduction in all lab work, 
economy in shipping, etc. 

Reopening of closed theatres, be- 
lieved the vital angle in the 16 mm. 
project, means something to pro- 
ducer-distributor firms. Of the 16,000 
picture houses, 3,000 now are listed 
as being shuttered. And of these, 
approximately 2,000 lack sound pic- 
ture facilities. If only 60% of these 
can be reopened via 16 mm., it’s 
figured that around 1,800 new ac- 
counts would be available to dis- 
tributors at the outset. 

Some believe this number might 
be increased by nearly 1,000 more 
because the biggest expenditure for 
potential new exhibs would be the 
item for 16-mm. talking equipment, 
some of whom probably would be 
traveling exhibitors showing in dif- 
ferent towns several nights per week. 

Setup is applicable only to thea- 
tres with small seating capacity be- 
cause of limitations of light throw 
and sound. Experts say that it 
should be limited to houses with 
800 seats or less. Recent check 
showed that U. S. now has nearly 
10,000 houses with a seating capacity 
of 1,000 or less, with the average 
seating capacity for nation 600. 
With more than 5,000 theatres figured 
to have 800 seats or less, industry 
leaders realize that the bulk of them 
are satisfied with the present sound 
equipment and methods. Only a 
small percentage of those now using 
talking films thus would swing over 
to 16 mm. for the time being at 
least. 

New refinements in small gauge 
field provide equipment throwing an 
image 7 by 10 feet in size on the 
screen that compares favorably with 
the 15 by 20 image of 35 mm. 
Special lenses make 70-foot throw 
possible for cheaper equipment. This 
type is said to be best suited for 
400-seaters. 

Costlier equipment has been tested 
successfully in auditoriums seating 
1,500. Cost of 16 mm. equipment 
ranges from $400 to $1,500, which is 
not materially lower than some 35 
mm. projection machines. Saving is 
elsewhere as outlined. 

Some picture veterans fear that 
the fine photography of A-1 features 
would be dwarfed or spoiled with 
16 mm. projection. However, com- 
panies which have been using this 
stze film have found no fault. This 
is probably because the ordinary 35 
mm. film is reduced down to 16 mm. 
size, making each frame and its ma- 
terial that much sharper. In the 
past, 16 mm. experts report they en- 
countered some trouble in getting 
high frequencies in sound because 





of only 36 feet of im go 
through projector ; ute, as 
compared with 90 feet per 60 seconds 
for 35 mm. This minor flaw has 


been virtually eliminated. 





Fassio’s Exchange Idea 
Chicago, July 20. 

Motion picture distribution right 
into the public’s home on a 5-and-10 
store basis is being readied by a new 
firm known as Movie Film . Ex- 
changes, under the directon of B. C. 
Fassio, midwest independent picture 
producer. Under Fassio’s_ setup, 
owners of home film projectors will 
be able to rent regular single and 
two-reel pictures on 16 mm. at $1 
per day. These pictures will be 
regular features, produced in Detroit 
and Chicago studios for strictly home 
projection. 

Physical distribution of the prints 
to the public will be handled pri- 
marily through drug stores and 
camera shops in cities throughout 
the nation. Glidden, Murphy & Wile 
Co., here, merchandizers, handling 
the setup to secure the proper key 
stores in all towns and neighbor- 
noods. 

Fassio has set up a schedule of 52 
pictures a year. Will use stories, 
news features and special events. 
First release is scheduled to be ‘The 
Mad Sculptor,’ a two-reeler, depict- 
ing the ‘mad artist’ murders in New 
York, his escape, and capture. 

Others will be two-reel comedies, 
a story of the strike situation from 
an individual’s point of view, the 
‘Romance of the Century’ (Windsor- 
Wallis), etc. 

They will be silent pictures for 
at least the first year, photographed 
first on 35 mm. and then reduced to 
16 mm. Also a likelihood of some 
releases being made to include 8 mm. 
stuff for the smallest projectors. 


Now Baseball’s Giving 
Away an Automobile 








Atlanta, July 20. 

Local theatre owners are wonder- 
ing ‘how come?’ following Atlanta's 
BB Club’s giveaway of an automobile 
as feature of doubleheader Sun- 
day (18). 

Georgia supreme court early this 
year ruled that giveaways camé 
under the head of lotteries and all 
theatres in state were told to stop 
it or else. 





WB Reveals It Advanced 
$150,000 to Film Inventor 


In its general denial of infringe- 
ment of sound patents, Warner Bros. 
yesterday (Tuesday) revealed that it 
had loaned Albert Ratdke, a co-de- 
fendant, $154,000 to promote the 
patents which Ratdke allegeu he in- 
vented. The answer is in connection 
with an action brought by Virgil 
Crites, inventor, against the Warners, 
Ratdke, and others. 

Picture producers ask the court 
that should it be found that Ratdke 
had infringed on Crite’s patents, 
without their knowledge, they 
should, nevertheless be allowed to 
retain the licenses on the patents is- 
sued to them by Ratdke. They also 
asked for an order directing that of 
the first monies made on the patents, 
the $154,000 loaned to Ratdke should 
be returned to WB. 





‘Annie Oakley’ Banned 
St. Louis, July 20. 
‘Annie Oakley’ machines, which re- 
cently made appearance in Pike 
County, were classed as lotteries last 
week by Atty.-Gen. McKittrick in an 
opinion sent to Prosecuting Attorney 
fied of 


operators machines 


continuance of violations. 
ruled 


that bank nite, Hollywood. 


win-o and other b.o. hypos used by | 


film operators all came under realm 
of lotteries, and he held that ‘Annie 





Oakley’ machines were mere devia- 
tion from law, which bans all 
schemes for ‘prizes, consideration 
and chance.’ 


Rile Philly Beauticians 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
Indie beauty parlor ops here are 
loosing loud squawks that may drive 
M. Landau from this territory with 


| his film house giveaways of per- 


manent waves. Landau has been 
selling a deal by which women 
patrons win full and _  part-paid 


hirsute crinkle treatments at the 
downtown Roxy beauty shop. 

Femme improvement establish- 
ment in this way gets large mailing 
list at low cost and good advertising. 
But nabe associations are up in arms. 
Claim it is stealing biz from them 
and have registered protest. 


[A. BANKO IN NEW LEGAL 
TEST; LAW CHANGED 


Des Moines, July 20. 

The legality of bank night in Iowa 
may have to be fought all over again. 
Although a supreme court decision 
has upheld the legality of the plan, 
the decision was made before the 
last legislature which changed the 
state’s gambling laws. 

The question is involved in a new 
statute intended to control pinball 
and slot machine devices. The stat- 
ute was not regarded in. the legisla- 
ture as a bank night bill when 


passed, but the question is whether 
its language would cover that insti- 
tution and prevent its continuance. 
A bill intended to eliminate hank 
night directly was introduced during 
the session but failed to get a vote. 

_The law which may have accom- 
plished the same thing indirectly is 
the one which includes in the same 
class as gambling devices ‘any slot 
machine or device with an element 
of chance in such operation.’ The 
chance element in this new law 
might block bank night although it 
escapes the legal definition of a lot- 
tery, it is believed. 

The word ‘device’ in legal terms 
has not only the meaning of equip- 
ment and apparatus, but of ‘some- 
thing worked out for exhibition or 
show.’ A plan, contrivance, strate- 
gem, trick or scheme may also be 
regarded in legal definition as a de- 
vice. Consequently, even if reg‘stra- 
tion books, matinee cards, drums for 
drawing, projection of the clock on 
the screen and other accessories of 
bank night were not regarded as a 
device, the plan of bank night itself 
might be, attorneys agree. 

Although it has been suggested to 
the office of Atty. Gen. John Mitchell 
that the status of bank night may 
have been changed, there has been 
no formal request for an opinion on 
the subject. 

The Iowa state attorney general’s 
office is investigating the question of 
whether corn games, kewpie doll 
games and other carnival and fair 
attractions of similar nature come 
under the provisions of the new stat- 
ute outlawing slot machines and 
other devices and games of change. 

Don Burington, assistant attorney 
general, said the question has been 
raised informally by several county 
attorneys and sheriffs. However, no 
official request for an opinion has 
been received. 











250 Attend 2d Annual 
B&K Farm Frolic in Chi 


Chicago, July 20. 
Second annual Balaban & Katz 
Farm Frolic was held Wednesday 
| (14) at the Balaban Acres where 
| B&K opened up the estate, including 
| its private lake and private swim- 
| ming pool, to around 250 newspaper 


| and theatrical people. 
| Celebration started with an 8 a.m. 
| breakfast in the Chicago 





i tests, swimming, boat races 


horse-shoe games. 


Private golf course had been taken | solidated one each. 
over for the day by B&K, and golf- 
ers couldn’t even pay the caddies. | in a close game and then took Para- 
Lunch and dinner served followed | mount 8-1. 


by a show. 








Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 23) 


DOCTOR AND NURSE,’ reported June 23 and ‘ALI BABA GOES TO 
TOWN,’ reported July 7. 

Readied to start: ‘LIFE BEGINS IN COLLEGE,’ ‘DR. MOTO’S GAMBLE,’ 
‘WESTERN GOLD’ and ‘GREAT DIAMOND ROBBERY.’ 


” e 
United Artists 
Six in work, 4 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 
‘HURRICANE,’ reported Variety, May 12; ‘ADVENTURES OF MARCO 
POLO,’ reported June 16; ‘NOTHING SACRED,’ ‘ADVENTURES OF TOM 


SAWYER,’ ‘I MET MY LOVE AGAIN’ and ‘STAND-IN,’ reported July 7. 
Readied to start: ‘THE GOLDWYN FOLLIES,’ 








Universal 





Five in work, 9 editing, 8 preparing. In work: 

‘100 MEN AND A GIRL,’ reported Variety, May 26. Started: 

‘MERRY-GO-ROUND OF 1938,’ produced by B. G. De Sylva, directed 
by Edward Buzzell, original screenplay by Monte Brice and A. Dorian 
Otvos. Cast: Bert Lahr, Billy House, Mischa Auer, Jimmy Savo, Alice 
Brady, Louise Fazenda, John King, Joy Hodges, Dave Appolon’s ork. 


Story shows Joy Hodges as an infant whose mother, an acrobat, is killed 
in a stage fall. She is adopted by Lahr, House, Auer and Savo and raised 
to young womanhood. Death knell of vaude finds the four comedians on 
the coin rocks just as Miss Hodges falls for King. She realizes they need 
her support and is going to refuse King when the quartet fakes a Holly- 
wood engagement. King takes Miss Hodges to see his aunt, Miss Brady, 
who despises actors. King and the girl quarrel and she takes a torch job 
in a nitery. Comedians, en route to the coast, hear her voice over the radio 
and hitchhike back east. Lahr turns female impersonator; Auer a mystic 
and a coupla of rasslers are tossed in to win over Miss Brady who is 
eventually shown up as an ex-trouper. 


‘CARNIVAL QUEEN,’ produced by Robert Presnell, directed by Nate 
Watt, novel by Richard Wormser, screenplay by James Mulhauser, Lester 
Col and Harold Buckley. Cast: Dorothea Kent, Robert Wilcox, Hobart 
Cavanaugh, G. Pat Collins, Ernest Cossart, Jonathan Hale, David Oliver, 
Harry Tyler. 


Story revolves around Miss Kent, a poverty-stricken heiress who finds 
a carnival listed among her assets. Upon learning her father ran the trick 
for excitement, Miss Kent and her biz manager go to the carnival and she 
walks in as secretary to the manager. Former boss of the carney is seeking 
revenge for being demoted and frames a robbery in which the blame is 
placed on Miss Kent. In the process of finger-printing, etc., Cavanaugh is 
revealed as the leader of a bank robber gang. He attempts to escape 
causing part of the carnival to be burned. Miss Kent sells her last holdings 
to replace the tents and falls for her young manager, Robert Wilcox. 


‘BEHIND THE MIKE,’ produced by Lou Brock, directed by Sidney 
Salkow, original by Thomas Ahearn and Walter Butterfield, screenplay by 
Barry Trivers. Cast: William Gargan, Judith Barrett, Don Wilson, Sterling 
Holloway, William Davidson, Gerald Oliver Smith. Grady Sutton. 


Story portrays Gargan as a talented N. Y. radio producer with an un- 
governable temper. He flattens a sponsor and finding himself jobless hies 
to the sticks and takes a job with a smallie housed in a barn. He strikes 
up a battle with Miss Barrett, program manager for the opposition station, 
and calls on his pal Wilson, announcer, to aid him. Merchants fear the 
owner of the gal’s station because of his political pull and refuse to adver- 
tise over Gargan’s outfit. Gargan broadcasts a political meeting in which 
the owner of the opposition station is attempting to put over a henchman 
for mayor. He’s forced to resign his job. Wilson and Miss Barrett learn of 
a plan devised by her boss to loot the town and broadcast the info which 
causes the cits to chase the other limboes out of town. 

‘ADVENTURE’S END,’ produced by Trem Carr, directed by Arthur 
Lubin, novel by Ben Ames Williams, screenplay by Gen G. Kohn. Cast: 
John Wayne, Diana Gibson, Moroni Olsen, Montague Love, Maurice Black, 
Paul White, Cameron Hall. 

Story concerns Miss Gibson as the daughter of Montague Love, owner of 
a whaling vessel. She’s aboard on one of the cruises when Wayne seeks 
safety on the ship when he is chased away from a pearl fishery. White, a 
native, accompanies Wayne because the latter once saved his life. Olsen, 
first mate, loves Miss Gibson, but Love refuses to sanction the match. On 
his death bed he performs a ceremony uniting his daughter and Wayne. 
Wayne buys a half-interest in the ship and becomes captain. Olsen and his 
friends mutiny, but White frees Wayne who puts the culprits in the brig. 

Readied to start: ‘MIDNIGHT RAIDER’ and ‘LET’S BE CANDID.’ 


Warners 


Five in work, 11 editing, 10 preparing. In work: 

‘THE GREAT GARRICK,’ reported Variety, June 23; ‘TWO PLATOONS,’ 
reported July 7. Started: 

‘BLOCK THAT KICK,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by Noel Smith, 
original by William Jacobs, screenplay by Anthony Coldeway and Jacobs. 
Cast: William Hopper, June Travis, Henry O’Neil, Gordon Oliver, Herbert 
Rawlinson, Raymond Hatton and U. S. C. football squad. 

Stery is college pigskin razzle-dazzler starting in the mustachioed era of 
1887. It depicts the beginning of paying big coin for professional coaches 
and using ringers. Yarn revolves around two colleges in which one is 
always winning from the other. Star player on the winning team bets a 
member of the rival aggregation that this will continue for years. Several 
years elapse with one of the players becoming a banker and the other a 
senator. By this time, the bets are big coin. Banker, member of the under- 
dog team, dies and bequeaths his fortune to his alma mater provided the 
bets shall be continued. His college needs two games to clean out the 
senator, but the star of his outfit is caused to quit football and is taken to 
the Orient by a girl friend. Coach finally learns the rival team has snatched 
his hero and turns the chips his way. 

‘SH! THE OCTOPUS,’ produced by Bryan Foy, directed by William 
McGann, screenplay by George Bricker from play by Ralph Murphy and 
Don Gallaher. Cast: Hugh Herbert, Allen Jenkins, Marcia Ralston, George 
Rosener, John Eldredge, Eric Stanley, Margaret Irving, Brandon Tynan, 
Elspeth Dudgeon. 

Story concerns Herbert and Jenkins, couple of dumb detectives, finding 
themselves called to an old lighthouse by Marcia Ralston. They find her 
father hanging by his heels from the top. There is no stairway, com- 
plicating matters. Remainder of footage is taken up with series of comedy 
situations in which the trio finds the gorilla killer. 

‘TOVARICH,’ produced by Robert Lord, directed by Anatole Litvak, 
screenplay by Casey Robinson from Jacques Deval’s comedy. Cast: Clau- 
dette Colbert, Charles Boyer, Basil Rathbone, Melville. Cooper, Anita 
Louise, Allan Conrad, Morris Carnovsky, Fritz Feld, Vladimir Sokoloff, 
Montague Love, Christian Rub. 








| 
| 


_ Story is taken from Deval’s London and New York stage play concern- 
ing two emigres from Russia in Paris, one a former Cossack general and 


| his wife, a Grand Duchess. In the main it follows the play which shows 


| 


| Readied to 
theatre | VENTURES OF 
Edward V. Long who, in turn, noti-| lobby, after which everybody was | HOTEL’ and 
that loaded into police-escorted Grey- | —— 
prosecution would be instituted for hounds, and carried out to the farm. | 
| Old fashioned picnic in an elaborate | 
M-Kittrick said he previously had| way was the order of the program, | 
| with soft ball games, pie-eating con- | the Motion Picture Baseball League 
and last week give Skouras credit for 


the pair hoarding a huge amount of coin given them by the Czar to aid 
Russia. They work as servants in a Freneh banker’s home until discovered 


by a Soviet official who bares their identity. A different ending from that 


in the play is being written, it is understood. 

start: ‘GOLD IS WHERE YOU FIND IT) 
ROBIN,’ ‘RETURN FROM LIMBO,’ 
‘SWING YOUR LADY.’ 


‘THE AD- 
‘HOLLYWOOD 





SKOURAS TOPS IN B.B. 


Results of four games played in 


| NBC 4-0. Standings of the teams 
in the second half of the schedule 
just begun places Skouras at the 
top with three wins and no losses, 
Apeda one and none, Consolidated 
| two ana one, NBC, MGM and Colum- 
bia one win and one loss each, RKO 
none and two, and Paramount in 
last place with no wins and three 


two victories and Columbia and Con- 


| Skouras won out over Metro 6-5 


Columbia defeated RKO 


8-3 and Consolidated whitewashed | 10sses. 
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N. W. Ayer & Son 
NEW YORK CITY 





Rather early in the season for 
full information concerning the radio 
plans of our various clients. 


Ford Dealers’ ‘Watch the Fun Go 
By’ program, with Al Pearce and his 
Gang, will apparently continue with- 
out change. Ford Sunday Evening 
Hour will resume, beginning Sept. 
12, along previous lines. Ford ‘Uni- 
versal Rhythm’ program, now filling 
the Sunday evening spot, will go to 
a Saturday, 9:30-10, period. 

Kellogg Singing Lady will be 
heard four times a week instead of 
five, beginning Aug. 2. Time and sta- 
tions will the the same, the broadcast 
running Mondays through Thursdays. 
We plan to increase the scope of this 
program, but these plans are as yet 
tentative. 

We are preparing an electrical 
transcription series for the W. T. 
Grant stores, to be broadcast five 
times a week in 19 different cities. 
Talent and stations have not been 
definitely picked. 

J. B. Ford will go on the air twice 
a week, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
2:00-2:15, Split CBS network. The 
show not yet set. 

In all likelihood, we shall have 
some new shows on the air, and it is 
possible there will be changes in 
programs now being heard. 

Atlantic Refining will sponsor an 
extensive series of football games. 
On the attached sheet, you will find 
as much information concerning 
these broadcasts as we can divulge 
at this time. Kellogg Company will 
also sponsor a series of football 
games, 

List of radio stations broadcasting 
Atlantic Refining Company’s 1937 
football program are as follows: 


Connecticut: Hartford, WDRC, WTIC. 
Delaware: Wilmington, WDEL. Florida: 
Gainesville, WRUF; Jacksonville, WJAX; 
Miami, WIOD. Georgia: Atlanta, WSB, 
WTI; Augusta, WRDW; Savannah, 
wTtoc. Maryland: Baltimore, WBAL; 
Cumberland, WTBO. Massachusetts: 


Roston, WEEI, WBZ: Worcester, WORC, 
WTAG; Springfield, WBZA, WMAS. New 
Jersey: Atlantic City, WPG; Newark, 
WOR. New York: Albany, WOKO; Bing- 
hamton, WNEF; Buffalo, WBEN, WGR; 


Binira, WESG; Rochester, WHAM, 
WHEC; Syracuse, WFBL, WSYR; Utica, 
WIBX. North Carolina: Charlotte, WBT; 
Durham, WDNC. Ohio: Akron, WADC; 
Canton, WHBC:; Cleveland, WHK; Colum- 
bus, WHKC; Youngstown. WKBN, Penn- 
avivania: Allentown, WCBA; Altoona, 
WFBG; Easton, WEST; Erie, WLEU; 
Harrisburg, WHP; lLancaster, WGAL; 
Philadelohia, WIP, WCAU, KYW; Pitts- 
burgh. WCAE, KDKA, WWSW; Reading, 
WRAW; Scranton, WRGI; Sunbury, 
WKOK; Wilkes-Barre. WBRE; York, 
WORK. Rhode Island: Providence, W?’RO, 


WJIAR. Seuth Carolina: Greenville, 
WFBC. Virginia: Charlottesville, WCHV; 
Danville, WRBTM; Harrisonburg, WSVA; 


Lynchburg, WULVA: Newport News, WGH; 
aemens, WRNL, WRVA; Roanoke, 
VDBJ. 


Prentice Winchell. 





Badger & Browning 
BOSTON, MASS. 





We have one radio development of 
considerable interest. This has to do 
with the national radio poll which 
will be conducted by our client, the 
Eaton Paper Corp. of Pittsfield, 
Mass., makers of Eaton’s Fine Letter 
Papers. 

Eaton radio poll will be advertised 
in a list of national magazines this 
fall and publicized through spot 
programs on leading radio stations 
in various parts of the country. 
These announcements will run on a 
26-time schedule between Sept. 15th 
and the early part of December. 

Participation jn the poll is open to 
any radio artist. Only condition im- 
posed upon them is that they agree 
to personally acknowledge the ten 
best letters nominating them for the 
beautiful Letter of Gold trophy 
which will be awarded to the most 
Popular star. This letter will include 


ANNUAL FALL 


excerpts from the best letter written 
about the winning star. 

Radio fans should be tremendously 
interested in the poll because of the 
fact that it will indicate the radio 
preferences of listeners in general. 
They will also have the opportunity 
to receive a personal letter from 
their own favorite, as well as a $1,- 
000 cash prize for the best letter 
written. This $1,000 prize is awarded 
only if the winning letter is written 
on a water-marked Eaton paper. 
The prize is reduced to $500 if the 
letter is written on ordinary paper. 

Leading radio artists have been 
most cooperative and the list of par- 
ticipating stars already represents a 
large part of the nation’s favorites, 


including such people as Jack 
Benny, Bing Crosby, Bob Burns, 
Paul Whiteman, Lily Pons, Kate 


Smith, and hundreds of others. 
C. F. Parcher, 





Benton & Bowles 
NEW YORK CITY 





This agency has at least three net- 
work newcomers on ice, awaiting the 
closing of talent details, or time con- 
tracts, or the final approval of the 
client. Only one actually set for fall 
starting is Log Cabin Syrup’s half 
hour with Jack Haley, and, tenta- 
tively, Virginia Verrill, Patricia 
Wilder, Warren Hull and Ted Fio 
Rito, on the NBC blue following 
the Bob Ripley show, starting Oct. 8. 


B & B’s spot department has laid 
out several campaigns for accounts 
already in the house but these like- 
wise are awaiting approval of the 
budget sources. In this category are 
included General Foods and Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet. 

Wegotiations with Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer on a program for Palmolive 
are off. Deal would have given that 
account exclusive call for contract 
talent on the Metro lot. 





Milton Biow 
NEW YORK CITY 








Bulova and Philip Morris, radio 
perennials, continue as is. 
Humphrey’s Homeopathic and 
Kreuger’s Brewery may also use 
radio this year but nothing definite 
at present. 
Reggie Scheubel. 





Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
CHICAGO 








Status of our various accounts: 


General Mills—The ‘Gold Medal 
Hour’ will change network time to 
1:00 to 2:00 p.m. NYT on Columbia. 
| There will be just one broadcast, 
| which will go straight through to the 
Pacific Coast. Same spot stations 
will be continued as are now being 
used. 

Wander Co. will resume the net- 
work and spot Monday, Sept. 27, 
1937. 

Procter & Gamble—Oxydol—same 
spot stations as are now being used. 
Procter & Gamble — Dreft—same 
spot stations as are now being used. 

Procter & Gamble—Lava—same 
spot stations as are now being used. 

Purity Bakeries will continue with 
the same spot stations as are now 
being used. 


F. P. Nelson. 





Baggaley, Horton & Hoyt 
CHICAGO 





Varady of Vienna returns to once 
weekly 30-minute Sunday spot on 
'Mutual with Ted Weems orchestra 








x 


RADIO FORECAST 


on Sept. 26. Also for an increased 
spot schedule. 
Mar-O Oil continues on NBC 


chain with the Henry Busse orches- 
tra. 
Pinex will return to air in fall 
with nation-wide spot programs. 
Shaeffer Pen will be back on air 
with spot announcements. 
Steve Horton, 





Brown & Tarcher 
NEW YORK CITY 





McKesson & Robbins (split net- 
work) and Benrus (spot) will con- 
tinue. 

Smith Bros. cough drops. will 
probably resume in fall using net- 
work and spot. 

William Larcombe. 





Leo Burnett 
CHICAGO 











Realsilk Hosiery Mills, Inc.—as 
yet no definite plans made for fall 
radio. 

Hoover Company — no definite 
plans formulated to date. 

Minnesota Valley Canning Com- 
pany—definite plans later in the 
season, 

Fitger Brewing Company—using 
spot campaign in three northwest 
states this summer and will probably 
continue through fall and winter. 

J. T. Ainley. 








Campbell-Ewald 
DETROIT 





General Motors Concerts go on, 
Radio plans somewhat uncertain 
because of labor situation. 
Louis Dean. 





Cecil, Warwick & Legler 
NEW YORK CITY 





Definite commitments for Cecil 
Warwick & Legler’s Fall radio busi- 
ness include: 

Uncle Jim’s Question Bee—with 
Jim McWilliams Master of Cere- 
monies—for the G. Washington Cof- 
fee Refining Company. 

Thunder Over Crime—with War- 
den Lewis E. Lawes for the William 
R. Warner Co. (Sloan’s Liniment). 

Metropolitan Opera Auditions of 
the Air—with Edward Johnson, Mas- 
ter of Ceremonies; Wilfred Pelletier, 
Conductor—for Sherman Williams 
Co. 

In preparation are: 

A commentator program 
A comedy variety show 
A dramatic program built 
around a novel idea. 
Preston H. Pumphrey. 





Jim Daugherty, Inc. 
ST. LOUIS 





We will be active with at least 
six accounts: St. Louis Star-Times, 
Union Electric Company, St. Louis 
Dairy Company, Hydrox Ice Cream 
Company, Southwestern Bell Tele- 
phone and Kaylo, a new product of 
the Hol-Milk Development Corp. 

Our radio last spring represented 
more local broadcasting than all 
other St. Louis agencies combined. 
We have every reason to believe 
that with new business and a re- 
newal from our present customers, 
our fall and winter season will un- 
doubtedly be most satisfactory. 

We intend to present a new show 
this fall for one of our clients which 
probably will be split or regional 
network broadcasting. This will 
serve as a test for a national net- 
work series of broadcasts and this 
show will be, in the opinion of the 


network officials, as well as cur own, | 


a completely new and different idea 
in radio. 

Our present plans include a daily 
news commentator for women, six 
days a week; a half-hour dramatic 
show weekly with a 20-piece or- 
chestra playing ‘transitional and 
mood music; a five-time-a-week dra- 
matic daytime show; a _ half-hour 
weekly musical with a dramatic cen- 
terpiece and a half-hour idea show 
using one of the largest orchestras 
ever assembled in the Middle West 
for a commercial weekly broadcast. 

Sorry to be so vague on several 
features of our plans, but details 
are not set. 

G. B. Simpson. 








j 


Erwin, Wasey 
NEW YORK CITY 








Lineup on radio for the fall, inso- 
far as it is available now: 

Hecker-H-O Division, Hecker Prod- 
ucts Corp—For H-O Oats, Presto 
Cake Flour and Heckers’ Cream 
Farina, 

Program: The Hecker Informa- 
tion Service: Jean Paul King, 
News commentator; and guest 
stars. 

Network: Mutual network, Mon- 
day through Friday, 11:45-12 noon, 
Beginning Sept. ‘. 
Zemo & Musterole. 

Program: Carson 
His Bucaroos. 

Network: NBC Blue, Monday- 
Wednesday-Friday, 4-4:15 p.m. 
Beginning Oct. 4. 

Lydia E. Pinkham Medicine Co. 

Will use radio, but no definite 
plans yet. 

Borden Farm Products Co. 

Borden’s ‘Special Edition’ will 
return to air in September, accord- 
ing to present plans. 

Barbasol Company. 

Plans not yet completed. 
Liberty Magazine. 

Program: News broadcast, 
WABC, Monday-Tuesday-Wednes- 
day-Friday—11-11:05 pm. Now 
running. 


Robison and 


Innes Harris. 








Fishler, Zealand 
NEW YORK CITY 











Tentative plans for four or five 





accounts to use either spot or 
regional radio but too soon for 
statement. 
Leon Kelly. 
Gardner 


NEW YORK CITY 








Line-up of our network programs 
for the fall which are definitely set 
at this time: 

Tom Mix Ralston Straight Shooters 
Program — sponsored by Ralston 
Whole Wheat Cereal, returns to the 
network for its fifth consecutive 
season; it will be on the NBC Blue 
network plus supplementaries five 
times a week—Monday through Fri- 
day, beginning Sept. 27, 1937. 

Ry-Krisp 
Talley, sponsored by Ralston Purina, 
starring Marion Talley. Josef Koest- 
ner, conductor and concert orches- 
tra of 35 men and Paul Taylor and 
his Hollywood Singers—returns Sun- 
day, Sept. 26 over the NBC Red net- 
work Coast-to-Coast, plus supple- 
mentaries, originating from Holly- 
wood, 

Saturday Night Serenade _ spon- 
sored by the Pet Milk of St. Louis, 


returns to the Columbia network 
Coast-to-Coast over a  70-station 
hookup, Saturday night, Oct 2, 


starring Gustave Haenschen and 35 
piece orchestra, Mary Eastman, so- 
prano; Bill Perry, tenor, and the 


program with Marion | 








Serenaders under the direction of 


Myron Raport and Emile Cote. 


Mary Lee Taylor, presented by the 
Pet Milk Company, continues every 
Tuesday and Thursday mornings 
over the Columbia Coast-to-Coast 
network, 

Roland Martini. 





J. Stirling Getchell 
NEW YORK CITY 








Impossible at this time to give any 
real forecast as to our fall radio 
business. The following is a sum- 
mary of spot radio, either already 
contracted for, or now running and 
expected to continue through fall: 

Socony-Vacuum 


News Broadcasts—3 times per day 
—WOKO—Albany. 


Sport Commentator (Lowell Mc- 


Millan)—15 min. daily WHEC -- 
Rochester. 
Yale Football Games — Yankee 


Network and WMCA—New York. 


Sports Commentator (Nick 
Stemmler)—15 min. daily—WSYR— 
Syracuse, 


Sports Commentator (James Britt) 
—25 mins. daily—WBEN—Buffalo. 


Sobol Bros. 
Sports Commentator (Dick Fishel) 
—15 min, daily—WMCA—New York. 
Mayflower Stations 


Street Reporter—3 days per week 
—WFAS—White Plains. 
Devoe & Raynolds, Wadsworth- 


Howland Div. 


13 5 min. transcriptions over Il 
stations. 
Devoe & Raynolds, Peaslee- 


Gaulbert Div. 


13 1 min. transcriptions over 37 
stations, 

Additional business is now at such 
an uncertain stage that it is impossi- 
ble to give any sort of reliable fore- 
cast, 

J. Loyd Williams. 





Izzard Co. 
SEATTLE 





Herewith is a sufmmary of' our 
radio plans for the coming season: 


Twenty-six quarter hours—Yankee 
Network—Gretchen McMullen Pro- 
gram for the Oregon-Washington 
Pear Bureau. 


Twenty-six quarter hours for Dr. 
Frank B, Robinson using practically 
all leading cities in the United 
States. These are recordings and 
are to be released approximately 
Sept. 15. 

Pacific Northwest Fruits, Inc. (Doc 
Apple) will have transcriptions (5 
minute) on Doc Apple’s Quality 
Brand apples. To be released in 
California, Chicago and Texas. 

Local Broadcasts: Binyon Optical 
Company, 3 _ half-hour periods 
weekly, using stations KOL, KIRO 
and KOMO. 

Carnation Co. half-hour daily, 
‘Mary’s Friendly Garden,’ KOMO. 

F. G. Mullins. 





Kenyon & Eckhardt 
NEW YORK CITY 





F. F. Mueller Co. will ‘resume its 
Kitchen Cavalcade, with Crosby 
Gaige on blue network of NBC—15 


minutes daytime show, five times 
weekly. 
Kellogg Co. has extended Eddie 


and Ralph show (East & Dumke: 15 
minute evening program, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, on WJZ. 
Piel Brothers will use spot broad« 
casting in South and California— 
sponsoring two 15-minute news 
(Continued on page 50) 
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35 Money Shows from Film Colony This Season—! ransradio Gets WCAU 
‘What’s This Place Called New York?’, the West 


Coast Patriots Ask 


By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Coast defenders of radio will have 
their inning this fall. Those 
which have carried pretty much of 
a hollow sound to the other sea- 
boarders will soon be the full-blown 
article. For the home guard has fig- 
ures to back up their verbal sound- 
ings. 

If 1937 isn’t the Coast’s year then 
the jig is up and the lads who have 
done the yowling might as well fold 
up their tents and sneak off some- 
where and have a good cry. 

Let’s look at the record and see 
whether all this enthusiasm is justi- 
fied. Roughly speaking, around 35 
big, fat, buxom commercials will 
sound off each week from these dig- 
gin’s. That, they claim, is something. 
Further, they point out, these are 
the big money shows—no scripters 
or scrubs—all big money shows. Let 
the east match the Lux, Kraft, Chase 
& Sanborn, Hollywood Hotel, Show- 
boat and a host of other big ‘uns 
that represent important coin just in 
talent. Nope, they say, it won’t even 
be a hoss race. Let N’Yawk fight 
it out with Chicago for second place. 
The top spot is taken. 

Lineup at Post Time 


Here’s how the two major net- 
works say their skeds shape up for 
early September: 

NBC 


Burns and Allen (Grapenuts). 

Lanny Ross (Packard). 

Amos ’n’ Andy (Pepsodent). 

Lum and Abner (Horlick’s), 

Jimmie Fidler (P & G), 

Bing Crosby (Kraft). 

Showboat (Maxwell). 

Walter Winchell (Jergens). 

Jack Benny (Jello). 

Marion Talley (Ry-Krisp). 

Werner Janssen (Fleischmann). 

Rudy Vallee (Royal). 

Tyrone Power (Woodbury). 

Baker’s Broadcast (St. Brands). 

The Goldbergs (P & G). 

One Man’s Family (Tenderleaf 

Tea). 

Officials at NBC say that’s just 
what shows on the schedules at this 
time. Conservatively they’re expect- 
ing at least a half dozen more. That 
would more than double last fall’s 
output. 

CBS 

Over at KNX (Columbia) they’re 
expecting little short of a deluge. 
So far the lineup stands: 

Eddie Cantor (Texaco), 

Joe Penner (Cocomalt), 

Theatre of Air (Lux), 

Al Jolson (Lifebuoy). 

Jack Oakie (Camel). 

Ken Murray-Oswald (Campbell). 

Hollywood Hotel (Campbell). 

Claudette Colbert (International 

Silver). 

A! Pearce (Ford). 

Hal Kemp (Chesterfield). 

Jeanette MacDonald (Vicks). 

If a half dozen more pile into 
camp it wouldn’t exactly cause any 
consternation among the Paleyites. 

That Two-Way Coin Grab 

Try as they might, there’s no 
stemming the tide. There’s only one 
answer: pictures. Which has two 
angles, to wit: the performers get in 
on the two-way coin grab and the 
sponsor likes that Hollywood sign- 
off. To say nothing of the bountiful 
supply of talent. 

J. Walter Thompson agency has 
probably a firmer foothold on the 
film situation than any other. Not 
only did they do much of the 
picneering but in Danny Danker, 
Hollywood's unofficial mayor, they 
have a lad who has been over the 
ground for more years than he cares 
to remember. 

Thompson likewise will have more 
shows airing from the Coast than 
any other 15 and 2 outfit. Here's 
their fall setup: Lux, Chase & San- 
born, Fleischmann, Baker’s Tender- 
leaf Tea, Kraft, Royal Gelatine and 
possibly Shell. Standard Brands 
alone will send six shows from here 
over the nets and all will be pro- 
duced by Thompsonites. 

With Purses Wide Open 

High price of pic names on the 
hoof is still on the rise with no 
cigns of the bears moving in. Agency 
«ds just won’t get together and the 
bidding becomes real spirited for 
the sought-after cream line coterie. 


boasts | 





ED 


In many cases the air coin matches 


what their picture work nets them. 
With the mad scrar n for dot- 
'ted line autograp t is early 
stage of the game th ; no telling 
how many mo es the bidding 


will go once the season really gets 


under way. 
Young & Rubicam will have a 
strong listing for the fall. In their 


‘lineup will be International Silver, 


Packard, Jello, Grape Nuts, La 
France. Indications are that Phil 
Baker and Fred Allen will pitch 
here when the picture urge seeps 
into their souls. 

Benton & Bowles has two on tap, 
Showboat and Log Cabin Syrup, 
with the possibility that Palmolive 
(for Metro?) and another will shift 
bases west. F. Wallis Armstrong will 
have three in contention—Hollywood 
Hotel, Murray-Oswald and Amos ’n’ 
Andy (starting Jan. 3). William Esty 
has Camel, and Ruthrauff & Ryan 
auspices jtemize Al Jolson, Joe Pen- 
ner and possibly a return of the Gil- 
lette troupe. The others have scat- 
tered entries that help to swell the 
grand total. 

Hatched In the Lab 

Young & Rubicam officials would 
have the trade believe that they will 
develop their own people and keep 
out of the open market where the 
bidding is conducive to aspirin 
reaching. They believe that their 
summer laboratory programs will 
develop a half dozen players who 
will be able to stand on their own. 
That remains to be seen and the 
odds should run the other way. 


WNAX SALE REPORTED 
UNDER NEGOTIATION 


Yankton, S. D., July 20. 

Station WNAX is reported being 
readied for sale to the South Dakota 
Broadcasting Co. Locally understood 
latter firm is in reality the Des 
Moines Register Tribune. 

With the WNAX station added to 
the other outlets on the Iowa Net- 
work, it will serve as another link in 
a growing chain covering all parts 
of the Iowa situation. 


Carter Off CBS 


Hollywood, July 20. 

After nine months as Hollywood 
publicity director for Columbia 
Broadcasting, Dave Carter has 
checked off the payroll. He was 
formerly with CBS in the east. 

Hal Rorke, brought into the stu- 
dio on a temporary assignment to 
hammer out Shakespeare publicity 
copy, takes over the berth. He is a 
former downtown newspaper man, 
having been society ed of the L, A. 
Times. 
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Philadelphia, July 20. 
Abrupt shift by WCAU last Satur- 
day replacec United Press news 
service with Transradio. Doc Levy 
| said U.P. service had been entirely 
| satisfactory, refused to comment on 
the price situation, but indicated 
| there was more behind the shift than 
| that. - 
With the additional station here, 
| Transradio has created a Philly bu- 
|reau and moved into WCAU’s stu- 
dios.. Wallace Werbel, of the Wash- 
ington office, was sent down for a 
week to get the new bureau operat- 
ing properly. Harold Parr, of the 
Boston office, will be in permanent 
charge. 

Parr will have two assistants here 
to handle a circuit including Pennsy, 
Jersey and Delaware. It will be open 
from 6.30 a.m. to 1 a.m, 

Service change gives Transradio 
two customers here, as it had al- 
ready been feeding WIP. KYW now 
has United Press exclusively. WFIL 
gets the INS-Universal Service re- 
port, 


PALMOLIVE 
METRO DEAL 
OFF 


Deal between Palmolive and 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer for ether 
show comprised of latter’s stars was 
called off by Louis K. Sidney with 
statement that terms of buyer were 
not acceptable. 

Arrangement called for five 15- 
minute shows and one of an hour’s 
duration for $25,000 weekly. Money 
was okay but sponsor wanted the 
right to supervise show and also the 
privilege of checking payroll and in 
case it did not reach certain figures 
wanted a rebate on set price. 

Proposition was nixed after meet- 
ing held Friday (16) in New York 
between Louis B. Mayer, Nicholas 
M. Schenck, Benny Thau, Howard 
Dietz and L. K. Sidney for Metro, 
and Adams & Byard for Colgate, 
at which time proposal for show was 
submitted and Palmolive demand of 
terms made. 

William Bacher, who recently left 
F. Wallis Armstrong agency, has 
joined Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer under 
a contract signed by Ed Mannix for 
the film studio. He will work into 
motion picture production, long an 
ambition of the ex-dentist. 

Meanwhile, if and when Metro 
concludes a sponsorship deal for e 
radio program, Bacher will be avail- 
able under Louis K. Sidney. 














Tom Devore replacing Prof. Irwin 
Johnson of Ohio State as spelling 
bee maestro on WBNS, Columbus. 











Chicago Certain Daytime Script Shows 


Will Stick: See 


Exodus Scare Over 





By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, July 20. 

Chicago does not regard Holly- 
wood as a lethal threat to Chicago’s 
specialty of producing across-the- 
board strips. Instead the return to 
Chicago of ‘First Nighter’ and ‘Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly’ and the ap- 
parent final decision to keep ‘Grand 
Hotel’ in Chicago rather than risk 
Hollywood has’ encouraged local 
boosters to see the danger averted 
and the counter-revolution estab- 
lished. 

At the present time, WBBM, Co- 
lumbia key, carries 14 such shows 
daily before six o’clock, while WGN, 
Chicago Tribune outlet, handles 
seven and eight, with other stations 
in proportion, a phenomenal num- 
ber when it is considered that these 
stations all air baseball. All of 
these shows are network, and prac- 
tically all originated in Chicago. 
Household Finance’s ‘Across the Din- 
ner Table’ moved in from KMBC, 


Kansas City, a couple months ago. 

Another thing which shoved up 
both the number of programs pro- 
duced here, as well as the respect 
for Chicago as a radio town, is 
Blackett - Sampie-Hummert’s recent 
decision to use name actors for 
leads in their across-the-boards, 
Starting off with Dorothy Gish and 
Harold Vermilyea for General Mills’ 
‘Couple Next Door,’ and plan for 
similar moves for other shows con- 
trolled by the agency. 

This, as much as anything else, is 
expected to start a definite trend of 
talent coming to Chicago instead of 
going away from it. Columbia has 
completely remodeled its old stu- 
dios, added new ones to them; NBC 
has adequate ones; WGN’s new stu- 
dio-building is but little more than 
a year old, and WIND-WJJD, the 
Ralph Atlass independent combina- 
tion, have just taken on an addi- 
tional floor to give them enough 
space. 











Radio Stomach—Explained 





in the last couple of weeks. 


by a studio attendant. 
‘Kitty’ 


Last-minute arrival of the script for the ‘Pretty Kitty Kelly’ serial 
over CBS has been giving frequent headaches to the cast of the show 
Particularly tense moment occurred one 
day last week when the narrator on the show was reading the final 
lines of his last script when the next four pages were handed him 


is a Blackett-Sample-Hummett 
WABC, N. Y., but scripted in the agency’s Chicago office. 
deadline for the copy, which is sent east by teletype, and the writers 
have been sliding closer and closer to the edge. 


program originating at 
No set ! 











Rumors Flit Around Hollywood Hotel: 
Will Louella Parsons Follow Bacher? 





WAGA, Atlanta, Staff Fron! 
Many Parts of Country 


Atlanta, Ga., July 20. 

Jess M. Swicegood, manager of 
WAGA, which goes on air Aug. 1 as 
NBC Blue outlet here, is busy set- 
ting his staff. 

Heading the commercial depart- 
ment will be ‘Chick’ Wilson, former- 
ly with Robbins Music Corp., of 
N. Y., and Jack Hammette, ex-com- 
mercial manager for WSPA, Spar- 
tanburg, S. C. 

Earle Pudney, late of WATL here, 
has been named program and pro- 
duction director, Chesta Fulmer and 
Paul Overbay, formerly continuity 
writer and announcer, respectively, 
at WATL, will do similar chores for 
WAGA. Four other announcers were 
te be selected by Swicegood this 
week from 35 auditions granted 
would-be spielers last week. 

Chief engineer will be Cliff Han- 
son, formerly of WSPR, Springfield, 
Mass., who will be assisted by Ivan 
Miles, of Atlanta, and Vernon Cheek 
and M. F. Adams, of WTFI, Athens, 
Ga., which will fade off air and be- 
come WAGA when local station gets 
going. 

Station is to be operated by At- 
lanta Journal, which also owns WSB, 
in conjunction with Liberty Broad- 
casting Co., both stations to be under 
supervision of Lambdin Kay. In- 
stallation of equipment is under di- 
rection of Hillis Holt. 


WFIL, PHILADELPHIA, 
NOW HAS N. Y. OFFICE 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

WFIL opened a New York office 
yesterday (Monday). Frank A, Well- 
man, Philly agency exec, is in 
charge. 

Headquarters will be used to han- 
dle all WFIL New York biz, as well 
as sell time for Quaker State Net- 
work, which Don Withycomb, WFIL 
g.m., has in process of formation. 














New Joe Penner Writers 


Cincinnati, July 20. 

Syd Cornell and Latham Ovens 
leave the continuity staff of Cros- 
ley’s WLW-WSAI the middle of 
August to start scripting for Joe 
Penner’s air show in Hollywood, 
Sept. 1. Their new stipend, ’tis re- 
ported, will be $400 apiece weekly. 

Duo has been with the Crosley 
organization for the past year doing 
comedy material for various shows 
on both stations. They recently sub- 
mitted a sample script to Penner, 
which landed their new berths. 

Ovens came here from New York 
and Cornell was with WOWO, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., before joining WLW- 
WSAI, 








Ain Writes for WLW 
Cincinnati, July 20. 

Randolph Crecroff Ain is a new 
addition to the continuity staff of 
Crosley’s WLW-WSAI. He’s a grad 
of Oxford in his native England and 
took a post-grad course in writing 
at Harvard. 

Jim Krauters, Crosley’s continuity 
director, engaged Ain in Chicago, 
where he was free-lancing for radio. 


Larry Nixon at WNEW 


Larry Nixon, 





former publicity 


chief at WMCA, N. Y., has been 
named director of special events at 
WNEW, New York. 

Special events activity at WNEW 
heretofore were split among several 





departments. 


Hollywood, July 20. 

Radio’s great guessing game in this 
mid-July centers on Hollywood 
Hotel. It’s generated more steam 
than the film colony’s ‘who'll play 
Scarlett O’Hara?’ Contention on the 
Campbell souper, however, has two 
angles, both important to the pro- 
gram’s setup. 

Number one is, who’ll produce the 
show? 

Secondly, will Louella Parsons stay 
put? 

Coolly, L. Ward Wheelock, head- 
man for F, Wallis Armstrong agency, 
dismisses the whole proceeding as 
trivialities that shouldn’t get any- 
one unduly excited. But the wise 
"uns are not so sure. It was this 
same Wheelock who several weeks 
ago stated definitely that Bill Bacher 
would be back on Holly Hotel when 
his Hawaiian vacation expired. Since 
then Bacher had severed all con- 
nections, 

Wheelock speeded here last Tues- 
day (13) from Philly and imme- 
diately went into closed formation 
with Ken Niles and Diana Bourbon, 
both of whom pitched in to keep 
the Hotel going. That evening he 
issued a statement that there would 
be no change in the present setup 
as long as Niles felt he could handle 
the production in addition to being 
‘the voice of Campbell Soup.’ 

Tony Stanford Set? 

That might have been taken for 
granted had not reports filtered in 
from the east that two J. Walter 
Thompson producers had been ap- 
proached. Ed Gardner gave it a fast 
brush-off and Tony Stanford asked 
for time to sleep on it. Latter is 
considered the strongest candidate 
for the job, which paid Bacher 
around $1,000 for each 52 weeks of 
the year. Another Thompsonite, 
Frank Woodruff, Lux producer, 
plowed under a $750 bid.. 

Although W. B. Lewis, Columbia 
vice prez in charge of programs, de- 
nied that he had been approached 
by Wheelock while both were here, 
this is deemed ‘just an official denial.’ 
Lewis did draw a bid. He admitted 
talking with Wheelock but said that 
it was purely as a network official 
meeting with a client. 

When the breach between Bacher 
and Wheelock widened and the open 
break seemed not far off, Bacher let 
go with a statement that was packed 
with significance. It was ‘Louella 
goes where I go.’ Wheelock said 
Miss Parsons is under long term con- 
tract and perfectly happy with her 
lot. Rumor had her dickering, 
through Bacher, with both Palmolive 
and Packard. 

Run ’Em On, Harriett 

Meanwhile, Miss Parsons issued 
her list of guestars for eight weeks, 
during which time she will rest in 
Europe while her daughter, Harriett, 
runs on the players in the dramatic 
last half. The schedule: 

July 23 — Fred MacMurray, Ida 
Lupino, Charles Ruggles in ‘Exclu- 
sive.’ 

July 30—Bobby Breen, Basil Rath- 
bone, Marion Claire in ‘Make A 
Wish.’ 

Aug. 6 — Irene Dunne, Randolph 
Scott in ‘High, Wide and Handsome.’ 

Aug. 13 — Claire Trevor, Sally 
Blane, Douglas Fowley, Judge Ben 
Lindsay in ‘One Mile From Heaven.’ 

Aug. 20 — Joel McCrea, Andrea 
Leeds, Humphrey Bogart in ‘Dead 
End,’ 

Aug. 27—Deanna Durbin, Leopold 
Stokowski in ‘One Hundred Men 
And A Girl.’ 

Sept. 3—Kenny Baker, Gertrude 
Michael, Frank McHugh, George Jes- 
sel in ‘Mr. Dodds Takes The Air.’ 

Sept. 10 — Sonja Henie, Tyrone 
Power, ‘Thin Ice.’ 





Dolan Extended 13 Weeks 


Robert Emmet Dolan has received 
another 13-week renewal for the 
Sealtest show over NBC Sunday 
nights. 

Latest nod takes him into October. 
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BIGGEST-AND TOUGHEST-— SEASON 


Programs and talent will dominate—like a nightmare— 
radio’s 1937-38. Time is a cinch. Profits are big and getting 
pigger. But the easier it gets to sell time the harder it gets 
to find programs and people (personalities and technicians) 
for programs. As predicted—and more or less on schedule— 
the showmanship sins of radio are coming back to make 
puzzing noises in advertising brains, 

‘Clues to attitude’ are related to the present difficulties. 
Business men and their representatives have tended in the 
past to approach radio talent, programs and the vague ele- 
ment called showmanship from a starting point of either: 

1. Abject ignorance, 

2. Complete cynicism. 

The ignorance was easier to correct than the cynicism. 
Together they made the status quo possible. Ignorance 
underrated showmanship, glorified salesmanship, segregated 
copy and entertainment, failed to see the inescapable dual 
nature in radio of showmanship-salesmanship and inevitably 
did not view the problem completely but partially. Ignor- 
ance was covered up largely by the phenomenal impetus of 
the new medium which had the additional advantage of 
supplying a depression-scared land with free shows. 

Vaudeville Example 

Cynicism was not thinking about programs but commis- 
sions. It still is. And always will. Meanwhile thinking 
about commission, devoting their best skill and ingenuity to 
chiseling and out-smarting, some of the boys are repeating 
the cynical history of vaudeville where bookers and agents 
and circuit owners figured angles for their own pocketbooks 
and let the best interests of the industry as a whole go drift 
ijn the currents of fickle popularity and changing times. 
Vaudeville is dead. Some of the commission-grubby guys 
are borrowing two bits to eat on. They knew nothing but 
chiseling. It’s a talent but not a profession. 

The radio importance to the sponsor of the cynical view- 
point is reflected in (a) cost, (b) a closed mind and (c) 
union trouble. One price for the record and one price for 
the payoff is a direct encouragement to clicques which in turn 
shut out non-cliquers. Showmanship is limited, conditioned 
and hemmed in by personal relationships, palsy-walsys in 
the gravy bowl, job-protection, running interference against 
the sponsor coming into direct contact with the modus 
operandi of planning and producing shows, etc. 

Somebody pays in the end. Vaudeville acts getting $800 
gross in order to net a good deal less after the kickbacks, etc., 
passed it along to theatres that couldn’t stand the gaff. 

Chiseling, double commissions, plain and fancy, had a good 
deal to do with vaude’s demise and appear to have something 
to do with the high blood pressure now being diagnosed in 
radio. 

Advertising agencies are conscious of the dissatisfaction of 
sponsors. Keen observers such as John L. Clark (see article 
elswhere in this section) point out the danger of radio 
account mortality. ‘Too many eggs in one basket’ is a pri- 
vately sensed—if officially denied—danger at the networks. 
Everybody is asking the question: ‘What’s the solution to the 
program problem?’ Showmanship is ceasing to be theo- 
retically remote and becoming an anxious fact of the radio 
market place. 

Costly Production 

Strengthened trend to costly production is inescapable. 
Hollywood trek is part of that trend. Cost of talent has 
been high for years, and now the other ingredients are 
getting more expensive. Writers and directors of reputation 
command mounting fees. Arrangements, the scoring of pro- 
grams on musical comedy principles, and other legitimate 
expansions of program showmanship all are pushing the 


By BOB LANDRY 


production end of radio advertising higher. Last year’s 
average of 40% may be 50% this year. Hence a need to 
eliminate non-legitimate plusages. 


But the sponsors don’t kick too loudly about cost when the 
show clicks. Radio is still a buy when radio hits the bull’s- 
eye. It’s those production fizzles that are hard to laugh off. 
There were at least 20 first class de luxe bankruptcy- 
encouraging program flops last season. Some of the victims 
won't be back this year. Others will have other agencies. 

Figures compiled by Variety Radio Directory suggest that 
an annual total of around 2,700 guest bookings are necessary 
to supply the revue-type programs with visiting celebs. 
Rate at which radio exhausts personalities is, of course, a 
carry-over headache. Many are wondering how long Holly- 
wood’s reservoir can last with all the pump lines now 
draining it off. How long does the curiosity value last when 
performances are mediocre? 

Hollywood itself. has been described as characterized by 
$5,000 actors in transcontinental commercials side by side 
with the lowest sale of bit actors ($2.50 sustainers, etc.) out- 
side Jelopy, Tennessee. Dearth of trained radio technicians 
and radio production people in Hollywood has apparently 
been painful. Its correction has, of course, already drawn in 
experienced: persons from elsewhere. 

Author recognition, as never before, is expected to mani- 
fest itself during 1937-38. Scale of compensation for writers 
is still low generally, but among the 50 top advertising 
agencies (with a couple of conspicuous and delilserate excep- 
tions) the men and women who can whip out a dependable 
script are now being compensated in terms not too disre- 
spectful when contrasted with creative talent elsewhere. 

Writers have thus far been known mostly to a small circle 
within the trade. Air credits, however, are one objective 
of the new now-organizing Radio Writers Guild. It would, 
if achieved, bring such public fame, great or small, to such 
persons as: Frank Gill, Jr., Carroll Carroll, Edith Meiser, 
Irna Phillips, Elaine Stern Carrington, Jane Crusinberry, 
Bess Johnson, Thompson Buchanan, Sheldon Stark, Charles 
Burton, Peter Dixon, Walter Craig, Arch Oboler, Jane West, 
Paul Rhymer, etc. 

Automatically the director is becoming more important 
as, among other things, the calls for doctoring become more 
frequent. Programs with heavy investments that are failing 
to gain returns and popularity rating in keeping with over- 
head are gruesome spectres in the life of the agency, one 
jump ahead of a hopping mad sponsor. Every time emer- 
gency program-fixing measures are necessary the spotlight 
falls upon the director. Right now the most tangible result 
of such pulmotor work may be to skyrocket the salaries of 
a few individuals with reputations. In the end the value of 
the showman-in-charge will gain lustre by these spectacular 
S.O.S. incidents. 

WWJ, Detroit, is adopting a bold policy which may be a 
sampler of the attitude that may hereafter gradually replace 
some prevailing slants. This station, starting in a small way, 
is out to regain control of its programs, withdrawing time 
from open market availability and requiring—when the 
policy is carried to its ultimate development—that adver- 
tisers buy the programs built by the station instead of 
sticking in whatever strikes their fancy regardless of how 
such a program would jibe with the schedule of the station 
or the objectives of the management. 

Moments of Regret 
NBC, and to a lesser extent CBS, reputedly have their 





Uproar Unwarranted, Says Hummert; 
Air Features, Inc., Not a Subsidiary |, 2:25, 222, = 20 


occasional moments of regret that the advertising agencies 
took away program control. It is felt by many that neither 
the existing facts nor even the brilliant success stories of 
some of the agency productions justifies the sprawling, unreg- 
ulated, more or less do-as-you-please system of network 
radio. However, holders of this opinion cannot answer the 
charge that the networks were not and still are not equipped 
either by manpower or by the ‘tone’ of their psychology to 
control a full schedule of programs. 

It is stated that any criticism legitimately aimed at agency- 
controlled radio would be multiplied in like terms for the 
results of the networks. Networks, with occasional spurts 
of enterprise, are still rated on the showmanship side as 
timid, parsimonious and morbidly afraid to be considered 
‘opinionated’ rather than ‘organizational.’ 

Moreover, the networks cuntinue the victims of their own 
enchantment with commissions deducted from talent. Charge 
of ‘salary-cutting’ (i e., deducting a commission from one’s 
own employe) is denounced by webs as a distortion of the 
‘facts’ from a biased performer’s viewpoint. 

Those not familiar with the experience of show biz have 
given little thought thus far apparently to the connection 
between ‘net price’ and the realities of everyday showman- 
ship. Networks have injured their own reputations as unbi- 
ased authorities on talent matters and have largely sacrificed 
program control—which demands honesty of perspective— 
for the sake of a relatively unimportant by-product, the 
artists bureau with its 20% phobia. (This is not to disparage 
the legitimate ‘tours’ function.) 

Novelty cycle of the past season will lap over in modified 
form according to present indications. But the copy act 
tendency here, as always in program councils, depletes the 
value of ‘ideas.’ It gets back to entertainment. Doing things 
smoothly. The professional touch. And never before were 
so many people convinced that broadcasting actually faces a 
real problem that its luck and momentum cannot charm 
away. 

Unionism Threefold 

Meanwhile, union labor will give radio more than a few 
uncomfortable moments in 1937-38. Even without a gypsy 
costume that prediction is easy. Boake Carter pot-shotting 
at the C.I.O. on commercial time that the C.L.O. cannot buy 
for rebuttal purposes, is just one of the cute little problems 
that conceivably may come up. Labor is also a constant 
threat against radio programs either via postponement or 
cancellation a la Chevrolet. Again, labor is moving in on 
radio to organize its employes. Radio management inus has 
the union problem overlapping basic policy (sale of time 
for controversial issues) advertising contracts (strike clauses) 
and employe relationships. 

In Washington there still lurks the threat and the possi- 
bility of an investigation. That will be unpleasant. Those 
trips to Washington have always been a major expense and 
a niajor nuisance of broadcasting from its inception. An 
investigation will be a new load of anguish. 

Television is still in the haze. Its engineering problems 
have been occupying the time and consuming the money of 
various organizations. Europe is in the lead. Notably, Ger- 
many and England. Cascades of publicity—and the public 
is eager for details—fuil to clarify the essential facts of 
when-what-how. When is far enough away not to worry 
anybody. Need, among many other unsolved prvolems, of 
a new uniquely televisionistic entertainment pattern, the 
probability of much floundering about, and the limitations 
that its nature and experisiveness will inevitably impuse, 
make television a Jules Verne fiction so far as present coin- 
mercial calculations can determine, 




















OPPOSITE JACK BENNY 


That’s Jeanette MacDonald’s Tee- 
Shot in Autumn 








Jeanette MacDonald, with Josef 
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CBS under the Vick Chemical ban- 





Frank Hummert, of the Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert agency, New York, 
last week answered a number of 


questions in connection with the 
squabble aroused by the 5% com- 
mission now being asked of talent 
by Featured Artists Service, Inc., 
acting as booking office for Air Fea- 
tures, Inc. 

Hummert replies: 


1, ‘Air Features is not a subsidiary 





like period of. 1936. 


pared to last year. 


of Blackett -Sample-Hummert, but CBS’ average slice for the 
half year in 37 came to $231,301, 
while for the like period of 
1936 it was $180,415. NBC shows 
an average intake of $179,713 
from clients this year and in 
In ’35 the 
average client expenditure for 
the first six months with the 
same network figured $207,660 
and the year before, $157,252. 


simply one of several outside pro- 
duction organizations with which the 
agency does business.’ 

2. ‘If Air Features does business 
only and solely with Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert it is its fault. 
There is nothing to limit activities 
to the single connection.’ 


3. ‘Collection of 5% commission 


36 it was $233,428. 





Per Sponsor Average 


Average expenditure per ad- 
vertiser for the first six months 
of this year on Columbia proved 
to be considerably over the 
level which prevailed for the 


of NBC the average cost per 
client took a dive when com- 


ner Oct. 3. It will be the Sunday 
half hour opposite Jack Benny’s, 

Same account will also use three 
15-minute a. m. spots on Columbia 
each week, starting Oct. 3, with Tony 
Wons the talent. 








Washington, July 20. 


scription library of the NAB Bureau 
of Copyrights, Inc., will be put on 


$10 an hour to members and $15 for 
outsiders. 

















General agreement among statisticians and forecasters in the trade is 
that broadcasting’s gross income from the sale of time will go over the 
$132,000,000 mark for 1937. If this eventuates it will be the boost jump that 
the medium has yet taken. 


Estimates, and comparison with last year’s grosses, follows: 


1937 1936 
ERED BAER Se Ap AIS. Poe $41,000,000 $34,523,950 
BR BRAAE Sega 5 thidincn hs Sa soeead 28,000,000 23,168,148 
NAB. DISCS MUTUAL occsciccces ebtiesek natn conchae 2,250,000 1,987,573 
In the case Regional Networks ............-.cccccees 1,500,000 1,367,812 
National Non-Networks .,..............06. 34,000,000 24,141,360 
READY IN AUG etd evaddisvckaduets =p gee 26,000,000 22,370,470 
") tee... eye Nt im a $132,750,000 $107,550,886 


Those who participated in the estimate do not regard the $25,000,000 
jump as indicating extreme calculating since the margin of 1936 over '35 
First installment of 100-hour tran-/| figured $20,000,000. National spot broadcasting itself show all earmarks 
of continuing, if not bettering its unprecedented stride of the past six 
this taarkcet next month, Discs seti fer months. Gross time sales from all quarters in 1935 were $87,523,848. 


Way the grosses line up for the first six months of this year, and as 
compared with 1936, follows: 


was decided upon with the knowl- Following initial unveiling at the} 1937 1936 
edge and minsoel of the agency. Chicago convention, 60 stations have saa 9 Pe ecccecevescessccrcesevessceis ae eo 
It seems a ver nominal fee and ? eS signed up for the service, presum- ame ne MRR TE CREEL? PEP EPET TTT . , , 
probably the ‘pc in radio. It is McNamee $ Cruen Audition ably assuring the necessary mini- ey SUPE: bc ah eh F540 6e0 db nxee bod bi head ° 16,500,000 11,527,860 
a fixed fee and will not be in- re mum clientele to make the sik BD. du bb 0 54.0 len. 00 0606-465 6 had bere axe 12,850,000 10,447,870 
creased.’ Cincinnati, July 20. ment successful. | Tot an 698 One ana ane 17% 

, : SOR ae 2 ho 00 Kd 055.0 0c CE Th K0d 60408 s eR CRD 65,525,000 50,802,179 

4. ‘Air Features is paid a fee to Graham McNamee flew into town Recordings probably will be of | $ $ 


act as production clearing house un- | 
der Hummert supervision. Blackett- | 
Sample-Hummert derives its com- | 
mission from the purchase of radio | 
time only.’ 


5. ‘Object is to give performers 
the highest scale of compensation 
consistent with the nominal pro- 
duction budgets of the type of radio | 
entertainment Blackett - Sample - 
Hummert has specialized in. Mod- | 
erate cost long-term radio programs | 
is the Hummert theory of pleasing 
and holding accounts and keeping | 
the agency billing up.’ | 

| 





6. ‘Equity is welcome to organize 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert perform- | 
ers. He sympathizes with its aims. 
Equity’s entry into radio won't make 

im mad,’ 


for a day last week to audition his 
new radio stint for Gruen Watch, to 
start on the NBC red web in 


| autumn. With him on the series will 
be Shelia Barrett and Joe Rines’ 


orch,. 
Sampling job conducted by Mc- 


|'Namee for his sponsors was done 


in the Netherland Plaza hotel. Jack 
Sprigg’s band, local, ran through 
several of the Rines orchestrations. 





Honey Chile in Legit 


Clair Hazel, the Honey Chile of 
the Bob Hope program, goes into 


| ‘Brother Rat,’ at the Biltmore, N. Y., 


next Friday (23). 
Replacing Juliet Forbes. 





fered all members of the industry 
via direct-mail campaign. Baldwin | 
has virtually discarded thought of | 
sending representatives out on the} 
road, desiring to hold down expenses 
since the venture is cooperative and | 


ESTIMATES FOR 1937 TIME SALES 


(Calculations based on first six months plus business commitments and ™ 


expectations for balance of year.) 


fearing cost of bag-toting would be | NBC Red and Blue—$41,000,000 (30% ) 


excessive. Word-of-mouth adver-| 
tising is expected to build up de- 


mand, since Baldwin and_ other | Spot (national non-network )—$34,000,000 (25%) 


N.A.B. execs are confident their | 
product will compare well in quality 


with discs from competing services. | CBS—$28,000,000 (217% ) 


Pressing of 4,000 platters for the | 
initial subscribers—-2,400 for the 60, 
stations which already have con- 
tracted for the twenty hours so far | 


Local (retail )—$26,000,000 (19%) 


recorded—has been started. Bureau Mutual (flexible hook-ups—$2,250,000 (2.5%) 


plans to run off the discs in batches | 
of 100 for each half-hour master re-| 
cording. 


All Regionals—$1,500,000 (1.5% ° 
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$4 VARIETY RADIO REVIEWS . Wednesday, July 21, 1937 
= —— TE —— ie 7 
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ARD RICHARD CROMWELL ROBERT L. RIPLEY GEORGE GERSHWIN MEMORIAL 
a SDE aa gs tia 9 eetL, a FAY WRAY ; With B. A. Reife’s Orchestra, Gra-'| With Geerge White, Max Gordon, 
Taik With Ben Webster, Dennis Green, | ‘The New Yorkers’ ham McNamee Gene Buck, Sid Gary, Harold Ar- 
HEINZ Charlotte Evans, Jehn Davidson, | Dramatic Sketch 30 Mins. len, Ann Roneli, Harry Hirschfield 


Wednesday, 11 a.m. 
WABC, New York 


(Maxon) 


Vicar who ran the Church of Eng- 
land’s picket line to marry the Duke 
of Windsor to Mrs. Wallis Warfield 
guested on the Heinz ‘Magazine of 
the Air’ last Wednesday (14) to ‘tell 
American women the woman's side 
of my experience. Like most of | 
those names-in-the-news 
ances, it was better on paper than 
via the air. 

Chief fault of the ‘poor man’s pas- 
tor’ was in his tepid remarks. Jar- | 
dine offered nothing startling in the 
opinions he expressed and he cer- 
tainly didn’t reveal any inside dope 
on the ceremonies or the intimate 
characteristics of the celebrated 
couple. 

Duchess of Windsor, said the cleric, 
is a ‘great personality,’ for whom the 
Duke ‘rightly’ gave up the throne. 
Minister elso rebuked those who 
have predicted that the royal ro- 
mance will land on the rocks. But 
whether the Duke and Wally wer-> 
nervous before end during the cerc- 
mony, how they behaved toward 
each other, whether the Duchess 1s 
friendly and spontaneous or quiet 
and reserved and a host of other 
questions, Jardine didn’t answer. 

He spoke his little piece simply 
and clearly, sticking to the obvious. 
There were no questions to prod him 


| 





| 


into revelations. It was dignified 
and dull. Jardine has a distinctive 
voice, with surprisingly little ac- 
cent. He sounds simple, genuine, 
kindly and colorless. One of the; 
most amazing events of history 
thrust him into world attention. 


Very likely he’ll soon be back in his | 
serene English countryside. Hobe. 


SCTENCE FORUM 

With Ellis Manning, Emersen Mark- 
ham and Guests 

30 Mins.; Local 

GENERAL ELECTRIC 

Thursday, 7:30-8 p. m. 

WGY, Schenectady 

Compares favorably with several | 
educationals on the networks. By 
its very nature has more class than 
mass appeal. No doubt, however, 
that a segment of the audience will | 
tune Forum out as ‘too heavy.’ 

Strongest appeal is to the better 
educated and to scientifically-minded 
adult listeners, as well as to high 
school students. Letter response, 
during a year of broadcasting, has 
been satisfactory on volume and 
coverage. Show is. also_ short- 
waved. 

First half of block is devoted to 
talks on the latest scientific develop- 
ments, given by members of G-E’s 
laboratory staff in Schenectady and 
by occasional outside savants. They 
have often fascinating stories to tell. 
Obviously some fall down on deliv- 
ery, are dry, or otherwise weak. 

Second section presumably carries 
more popular interest. Here two 
trained mikers, Manning, who 
spieled on a previous G-E Com- 
munity program series before audi- 
ences in Rice Hall and on the ‘House 
of Magic’ Exposition that followed, 
and Markham, veteran director of 
G-E agricultural broadcasting, go to 
work on the explanation of phenom- 
ena, scientific findings; etc. 

John Sheehan, the ‘chairman,’ 
breaks in a bit too formally, but hits 
the right note as he stresses the cir- 
culating library of scientific periodi- 
cals, ete., offered in connection with 
broadcast. Feature is right down the 
alley for school tieups and the like. 
Well spotted as to time, coming be- 
fore Vallee hour. Jaco, 


MILKMAN’S MATINEE 
With Stan Shaw ; 
5 Hours 

Participating 

Mon.-Sat., 2 a.m. EDST 
WNEW, New York 


Ethering daily (except Sunday) at 
2 a.m., it keps rolling until 7 a.m. 
Title is self-explanatory, show aim- 
ing at early morning stalwarts. 
While ‘Milkman’s Matinee’ unleashes 
all the phonograph recordings as re- 
quested, it isn’t the musical part of 
the program that carries the wallop. 
That is supplied by Stan Shaw him- 
self. Announcer has 
well suited for the show. Voice is 
okay and enunciation is flawless. 
But what does the business is Shaw’s 
casual, slightly humorous, faintly 
self-deprecatory manner. Apparent- 
ly nothing bothers him and he's 


equal to any gag that an inventive | 


listener may attempt—all in the best 
of spirits. 

Requests on the ‘Matinee’ must be 
made by telegram and Shaw gets 
some pips. 

Most of the listeners are either 
night workers or revelers. Former 
get plenty of free plugs for their 
joints by wiring requests and Stan 
usually obliges by mentioning the 
mame and address of the lunch 
wagon or bar. In the case of souses, 
those supply same howls, too. 

‘Matinee’ has one obvious limita- 
tion. Namely, that it’s a auestion 
how many listeners are abroad in 
the town during the airing hours 
and how much they're worth as ad- 
vertiser targets. Presumably rost 


| time, 


|the same timbre. 


| 15 Mins.—Regional 


|fed to Hartford, Providence, 
| cesier, 
/ comes in as a tasty hunk of air fare. 


personality | 


Stefan Schnaubel, Wright Kraemer, | 
Julia Waish, Nancy Leach, Lionel | 
Braham and Cenway Tearle 


‘MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING’ | 


60 Mins. 
Suviaining 
Monday, 9 p.m., DST. | 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Second slice of Columbia’s stream- | 
lined (and sustaining) Shakespeare | 


appear- | offered up one of the bard’s lesser | big with the simpler folks. Whether 


labors, ‘Much Ado About Nothing.’ | 
Title summarizes in pithy comment | 
the radiozation of the work. 

A bad job of crowding, always 
fatal on the ozone, characterized the 
production. Most of the players 
scemed conscious of working against 
and many of the livid lines 
were so speedily spouted their sense 
was lost. Miss Russell, in the role 
of Beatrice, was especially guilty of 
talking too rapidly. 

Howard, who through his stage | 
‘Hamlet’ and screen ‘Romeo’ has 
now become in the popular mind as- 
sociated with Shakespeare, benefited 
from his silken voice as making an | 
all-around good Benedict. 

Supporting cast spoke their lines 
all right, but the characters got 
shuffied up and often mixed in 
identity through having voices of 
That factor, plus 
the speed the play was put throuzh, 
tended to make the hour-'ong show 
a muddle. One strong standout was 
Lionel Braham as Dogberry, that fat 
and robust role. Bert. 


NEAL O’HARA’S RADIO GAZETTE 
With Joe Teye, Edson D. Smith, Jay 
Wesiey 


BROWN & WILLIAMSON 


| WDRC, Hartford 


(B. B. D. & O.) 
Boston-originated CBS regional, 
Wor- 
Bangor and_ Springfield, 
Idea of aerial newspaper, composed 
of columnar pieces, has been tink- 
ered with before this, but usually 
not with as effective results of this 


three-a-week ride footed by Avalon | 


cigarettes. 


Neal O’Hara, whose nationally- 


| syndicated ‘Take It From Me’ fea- 
ture takes him out of the neighbor- 


hood class, is head man, nominally 
and every other way. O’Hara’s col- 
laborators, all familiar to Boston 
readers and tuners, may mean more 
to Beantown environs than they do 
to rest of area on hook-up, but 
O’Hara himself is enough to give the 


; session box office. 


‘Gazette,’ perhaps for test cam- 
| paign purposes, expressly directs it- 
self to male audience. O’Hara fol- 
|lows commercial spiel with variety 
of tidbits, similar to trivia in his 
| printed column. Joe Toye, editor of 
| Boston Traveler, offers ‘Tomorrow’s 
Editorial Tonight,’ in this airing a 
|thought on the lottery bill in 
Congress. “Today in Sports’ just that 
as delivered by Jay Wesley, special 
events man at WEEI, Boston local 
angle stressed, as in cases of Foxx 
and Cronin. O’Hara interpolated in 
behalf of sponsor. Edson B. Smith, 
financial ed of Boston Herald, Wall 
Streeted, all right to whoever cares. 
Last item, ‘confidential feature for 
men only,’ insided on such incidents 
as President Roosevelt’s cameraman 
trouble and Mary Pickford’s catering 
to fotogs at nuptials. Not sensational, 
but interesting. 

Reads like a lot for 15 minutes, 
and is. O’Hara has abundant per- 
sonal sock and knows how to sell. 
Little question that he could do en- 
tire trick, but use of assisting ex- 
|perts naturally gives names and 
authority, 

Except for opening commercial 
| taking the spot that ought to have 
| been O’Hara’s, no particular fault to 
find with cigarette vending wordage. 

Klem, 











| SAM HAMMER 

| ‘YOUR INVENTION’ 
| 30 Mins.; Local 

| Friday, 8:30 p. m. 

| WMCA, New York 


As Sam Hammer was careful to_ 


point out at the start of this fourth 
, broadcast (16) of the series, this is 
the first program of its kind to hit 
the air in New York City. Idea is 
to bring obscure inventors to the 
mike to tell the public of their brain- 
children and so obtain backing to put 
the gadgets on the market. Hammer 
also stressed the fact that every in- 
vention described on his show had 
already been patented. Likewise de- 
nied that he is a patent attorney or 
has anything else to gain from the 
investions. This was veiled crack 
at another station's program. 
Contraptions described in session 
caught included device for making 
ice by short wave, an improved 
cover for sausages, a safety oil valve, 
a cork insulated building block, an 
electric flash sign, a film drier and 
(by way of comedy) a hollow model 
cow for hunters and a hair planter. 
Several of the inventions already are 
on the market or have backing. 
Hammer also had a patent expert 
present to offer general advice to 
aspiring inventors and a group of 


16 Mins. 


| well as could be expected under the 


|lonely herself and the outcome has 
| them pooling their few tuppence for 
diversion and his pledging to get f 
| himself a job so that they can get 
| married. Odec. 


| 15-minute period, 
| Washington about a 
| ley on the judiciary reorganization 


| question, as affected by the death of 
| Majority Leader Robinson. 


iter, took a directly opposite stand. 
| Thus, the interruption of the broad- 


ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. (Once) 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Agnes Ridgeway authored this 
throwback to the days of the paper- 
covered novel. It’s filled with weeps 
and hoke and moss-grown cliches, 
but the chances are the piece went 


intentionally or otherwise, those re- 
sponsible for the production perked 
up the lowdown emotional appeal of 
the script by having it played down 
to that level. Richard Cromwell and 
Fay Wray, both from picts, did as 


circumst? ces. 

A lonely country boy and a still 
more lonely country girl meet on a 
bench in Central Park. When the 
girl fails to respond to the boy’s at- 
tempt to engage her in conversation 
he breaks out in a verbal rash, in- 
veighing against the coldness of the 
city’s people. After that it’s love at 
first sight: She’s been desperately 








Follow Up Comment | 


Elmer Davis, on his first CBS 
broadcast as substitute for H. V. Kal- 
tenborn (now in Europe), had the 
unusual and disconcerting experience 
of being cut off in the middle of a 
to permit the 
heading of a long press bulletin from 
letter from 
President Roosevelt to Senator Bark- 





Davis, a 
New Dealer, was discussing that very 
subject when the switch came. He 
had expressed the opinion that it 
would be political wisdom for the 
President to drop the plan, for this 
session of Congress. 


Chief Executive, in his lengthy let- 


| cast gave listeners an opportunity to 
| hear the view of President Roosevelt 
| conflicting with that of Davis. The 

writer-commentator did not, of 
|course, return to the air for the 
{closing minute of the quarter hour. 
| Although outspoken in his beliefs, 
| Davis did not in the brief time spent 
| before the microphone, sound quite 

as incisive as he manages to be in 
| print. 


Second week of the ‘new’ Max- 
+ well Coffee Showboat over NBC-red 
| last Thursday (15) had some im- 
|provements over the initialer on 
| layout and pace, but the comedy ma- 
| terial was in hoop skirts. It was 
barely acceptable for a showboat, 
and certainly not for a network 
radio spread, 


Until Jack Haley gets some stur- 
dier scripting the program is going to 
be impeded from rising. The fact 
that Haley toils like a Singapore 
stevedore helps slightly, but can’t 
lift him above the pee-wee stature 
of his material. Imitation stuff, too, 
frankly copying where others have 
done better—much. 

Musically, the second slice shone 
as did the first. Although perhaps a 
bit noisy. Again soprano Nadine 
|Conner topped, her best being the 
| ‘Jewel Song’ from ‘Faust.’ Baritone 
Thomas L. Thomas had his big mo- 
ment with ‘Chloe,’ but would have 
| soared across more strongly if the 
|arrangement had been less hack- 
| neyed, 
| Virginia Verrill was 0.k. The pro- 
| gram’s best bit was the company 
| rendition of ‘Can I Forget You?’ new 
Kern composition from the forth- 
coming pic, ‘High, Wide and Hand- 
some’ (MG). The chorus lent con- 
siderable lustre to the number. 





| 





Sammy Kaye, from the Marine 
Ballroom of Jenkinson’s Pavilion, 
|.Point Pleasant, N. J. (‘50 miles south 
'of New York,’ the announcer re- 
| peats), has a nice dance style as 
| evidenced on his hour's session via 
WOR Sunday aft. His ‘swing and 
sway with Sammy Kaye’ is a good 
catchphrase, and the Kaye tempos 
live up to every syllable. Jimmy 
Brown, Tommy Ryan, et al., con- 
trib the vocals and Kaye's style of 
singing the titles, a la Kay Kyser, 
makes for good radio showmanship. 





Jim and Marien Jordan 
| McGee and Molly) had a homecoming 
on NBC’s Farm and Home Hour 
from the Chicago end (July 19), 
|after a three months’ stay in Holly- 
wood while making the film, ‘This 
Way Please.’ Helen Stevens Fisher, 
‘The Little Lady with the Miracle 
| Basket,’ interviewed the pair. The 
team’s chatter, much of it in char- 


(Fibber | 


GENERAL FOODS 
Friday, 9 p. m. EDST 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

(McCann Erickson) 
‘Believe It or Not’ series has a new 
sponsor and has moved from the 
Sunday night slot. Program setup 
remains virtually as was, however, 
General Foods is the present bank- 
roller, plugging its new _ cereal, 
Huskies. Show continues to be plenty 
strong entertainment, but will find 
‘Hollywood Hotel’ on CBS opposite a 
tough rival for dialer attention. 
Stanza still relies chiefly on Rip- 
ley’s credulity-testing items, with 
two of the yarns offered in drama- 
tized form. On session caught (16) 
they were a Mexican revolutionist 


who had been ‘executed,’ but sur- 
vived, and Vincent Richards, who 
was thought fatally injured in a 


motor crash and amazed doctors by 
making a complete recovery. Both 
appeared in person on the show, 
with the ex-tennis star contributing a 
testimonial for Huskies. At least he 
didn’t stretch the believe it or not 
angle to credit Huskies with his re- 
turn to robust health. 
B. A. Rolfe’s band does a sock job 
providing the music for the show, 
scoring particularly in the opener 
with. ‘Around the Marble Arch,’ a 
natural. No vocalist. Graham Mc- 
Namee handles the commercials. 
Hobe. 
MARTHA RAYE 
With Gterge Nobbs 
M-G-M Movie Club 
Sustaining 
Friday, 8 p. m. 
WHN, New York 
Martha Raye, doing a _ personal 
date across the street at the Para- 
mount, N. Y., took time out between 
shows last Friday (16) night to ap- 
pear briefly on the M-G-M Movie 
Club program over WHN. With 
Radie Harris, who usually handles 
interviews on the show, vacationing, 
George Nobbs asked the questions 
and laughed at the right places. 
Miss Raye’'s. stint was okay. 
Comedienne evidenced confidence, 
quick wit and easy skill at handling 
dialogue. For those who are ready 
to roll in the aisles at the mere 
thought of Jimmy Durante’s nose or 
Joe E. Brown's mouth, there were 
enough of Miss Raye’s w.k. ‘Oh 
Boy’s’ to ignite laughs. 
Script contained its share of inani- 
ties, such as the three cheers by the 
audience for the guestee or the 
sugared Gaston-Alphonse bouquets 
that were handed out in all direc- 
tions. Might be assumed that Miss 
Raye has reached sufficient stand- 
ing to make that sort of thing un- 
necessary and vapid. Certainly the 
best part of the comedienne’s spiel 
was her unadorned story, which 
didn’t need script seasoning as she 
told it. 

Pleading a sore throat, Miss Raye 
did not sing on the show. M-G-M 
Movie Club is sustaining over the 
summer, Glostora bowing out as 
sponsor for the hot months. Hobe. 


THE FAMILY MAN 
Woody Klose, Paul Godt 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily 9:30 a.m. (Except Sun.) 
WTMV, East St. Louis 
Romance, family life and all the 
problems attached to it, plus poetry 
reading, vocal and organ music are 
entertainingly combined in a click 
rogram for housewives in ‘The 
amily Man.’ Script is built around 
a physician whose wife died leaving 
him with the task of raising three 
children, youngest of whom is seven- 
year-old Mary. The trials and tribu- 
lations of family problems are un- 
folded in such a realistic manner 
that women dialers, for whom pro- 
gram is aimed, can liken their own 
troubles and joys to that of ‘The 
Family Man.’ Woody Klose, an- 
nounced as writer and chief actor in 
program, adds inspirational poems. 
Program has swell romantic angle 
that keeps dialers on edge until it is 
brought to an end. Klose does a 
swell job throughout and Godt’s or- 
gan music is well selected and satis- 
factorily played. This program seems 
to be a fine spot for a sponsor eager 
to reach women. Sahu. 


JOB WANTED 
Thomas Dunning Rishworth, Guesis 
Interviews 
15 Mins.—Local 
Tues and Thurs., 5 p.m. 
KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul 

This stint started as a ryn-of-the- 
station sustainer, but drew so many 
listeners the National Youth Adminis- 
tration stepped in. That body kicks 
in with a program idea now and 
then, and plays to the hilt 
operation. 

Program opens with traffic noises 
to indicate the workaday world, then 
someone shouts: ‘Do you want a 


job?’ Announcer Rishworth then 
asks, ‘What job? How much does 
it pay? Where can I get one?’ Then 


he intros the big-shot guest speaker, 





acter, was homey, good-natured, rol- 
licking. 
Duo’'s 


appearance on a program 


|like the Farm and Home Hour was 


an acknowledged success in his 
field, who is then interviewed by 
three kids of high school-college age. 
Juves. on 


and Nat Brusiloff’s Orch. 
45 Mins.; Regional 
Sustain 


ing 
Wednesday, 9:30 p. m. DST 
WMCA-Inter-City, New York 


One of the best of the many pro- 
grams aired to the memory of the 
late composer was also one of the 
last to hit the ozone. It was hyper-. 
creditable job by WMCA. 


Paced by Brusiloff’s crew dishing 
out Gershwin melodies, the other 
guests gave oral tributes to the com- 
poser they knew and worked with, 
Hirschfield led off with fair spiel, 
White seemed a bit ill at ease and 
talking off his fingertips. Gordon 
was tops, speaking briefly and most 
fittingly. 

Songwriter Harold Arlen spoke 
with deep emotion and conciuded by 
singing ‘Summertime’ in a_socko, 
wailing cantoresque manner. Miss 
Ronell testified to what inspiration 
Gershwin had given her and the direct 
help and advice lent which speeded 
her own career as a composer-lyri- 
cist. Baritone Sid Gary loosened up 
the larynx for ‘Got Plenty o’ Noth- 
in’ near the end. 

ASCAP Prez Gene Buck regisiered 
as sincere and spoke well. Orchestra 
had some good, graceful arrange- 
ments of the late composer’s pieces. 
Subdued as befit the program. At 
the end a very moving novelty was 
achieved by having the band do 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ as a background 
for the somber trumpet-playing of 
Taps. Bert. 


‘ART OF CONVERSATION’ 
With Prof. Frederick Weellner, 


Thomas Freebairn-Smith, lrwin 
Furman 

30 Mins.; Local 

Sustaining 

Wed., 8 p. m. 

KNX, Hollywood 
Another experimental by Holly- 


wood’s Columbians that is much too 
lofty for popular appeal. Where the 
literate count is high it will get a 
steady play. Others won't waste 
much time on it. As something new 
in radio it’s all of that; but strictly 
class fodder. 

Conducting the half-hour gabfest 
is Prof. Frederick Woellner of Uni- 
versity of California at Los Angeles. 
That makes it a high dome proposi- 
tion right off. Other regulars are 
Irwin Furman, art critic, who acts 
as analyst, and Thomas Freebairn- 
Smith, announcer, who also leads 
with his chin occasionally. Other 
three or four are picked at random 
each week from the intelligentsia. 

On night caught the discussion 
centered on whether conversation 
was an art or just a lotta jaw exer- 
cise. It sounded pretty much like a 
standoff, and then the nine old men 
of the supreme court care in for a 
going-over. Ran pretty smooth in 
that no scripts are used and the 
talking isn’t cued. Strictly catch-as- 
catch-can, Helm, 


TOMORROW’S NEWS TONIGHT 

With Andre Baruch 

5 Mins. 

LIBERTY MAGAZINE 

M-T-W-F, 11 p.m. EDST. 

WABC, New York. 

(Erwin-Wasey ) 

Principally because of its title. this 
stanza should be a good bet for the 
sponsor. Coming at the late evening 
hour, when sleepy dialers have di- 
gested the evening papers and before 
they’ve glimpsed next morning’s, 
program offers a quick, comprehen- 
sive scanning of the headlines. 

From the United Press dispatches, 
Andre Baruch takes just a brief 
mention for each item. Rattles them 
off without going into details. Man- 
ages to cover around 15 different 
items in the five minutes allotted. 
Also works in two plugs for stories 
in Liberty’s current issue. 

Selection and spieling are okay. 

Hobe. 





VELVET VARIETIES 

With Irene Stene, Christine Randall, 
‘Harmonettes,’ Dick Mills, Maria 
Lane, Ben Feld’s Ork. 

30 Mins. Local 

KMOX, St. Louis 

Tuesday, 8 p. m. 

TERRE HAUTE BREWING CO. 

(Arbee) 





in co- | 


Latest of programs produced in 
, KMOX studios and presented before 
llive audience introduces new faces 
‘and voices and also contains a nov- 
|elty in these parts as each program 
|is rehearsed before audience before 
| hitting the ether, Idea of obtaining 
!new talent is a good one as other 
local entertainers were being heard 
| too frequently, 


| Sponsor is maker of ‘Champagne 
| Velvet’ beer, and is invading ‘Bud- 
| weiser’ market. Perhaps over-fre- 
| quent plugs may be shrugged off un- 
!til product and program become bet- 
|ter known. Weak spot in first airing 
| Was work of Maria Lane, monologist, 
|from WJNO, West Palm Beach, Fla. 
|She tackled, but did not throw, an 
|Arline Harris role. Idea scripted for 
| her, as a wife attempting to relieve 














—_ 








— 


the brink of going out |@ Sick husband almost putting him in 
into the world, ask the lowdown on/|4 8rave through her stupidity, con- 


people working in the wee hours representative business men who | appropriate—a plug, too, for their 









: . ; ai . : sialic . . ‘ , tho | tains lots of laughs, but the delivery 
ren't top salary boys. And cer- | 4%reed (at least over the air) to act | radio work as well as for the new | their chosen fields from experts who | ens, ; hoe cage 
ee yA ws AR little of On a committee to sponsor promising 'film. Signing them off, Everett | know. | had too many waits for applause and 
what thev hear—if any. inventions. Several of the broad- | Mitchell described the Jordans as| Recent session had three kids who guffaws. 

Still. for what's worth, Stan Casting inventors were uncertain. ‘one of the sweetest couples in radio,| want to be social service workers Irene Stone delivered ‘The Love 


Shaw’s show is forte entertainment 
gnd it’s the only thing of its kind 
at present in territory. Hobe. 


Another invention program, ‘Can | happily married, and the parents of 
It Be Done?’ has since begun over , two lovely children (Jim had men- 
| WQXR, New Wesk. Hobe. ition his 12-year-ol@ gon). 


quizzing A. A. Heckman of the! Bug Will Get You’ in a pleasing 
Board of Con‘frol on the ins and outs! manner. “The Harmoneties’ did ‘Toe } 
of their chosen field. Rash. (Continued on page 59) es 
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Joe Weber's Letter 





regional networks: 


mote control. 


the matter. 


1937, on.’ 





Following is the letter which Jos. N. Weber, president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians, addressed last week to national and 


‘Kindly be advised that members of the American Federation of 
Musicians will cease to render services at any broadcasting station 
from August 14, 1937 on, unless radio networks, corporations or broad- 
casting systems and the American Federation of Musicians have 
meanwhile agreed to the regulation of the indiscriminate use of pho- 
nograph records or electrical transcriptions for profit. 
drawal of musicians will include all members of the Federation who 
render services at any radio station for sustaining progress, sponsored 
program, or whose services are transmitted from any place by re- 
It will extend over any network and its affiliates as 
well as all individual radio stations throughout the jurisdiction of the 
Federation in the United States and Canada. 

‘International Executive Board of the American Federation of 
Musicians will meet in session in the city of New York on Thursday, 
July 29, 1937, at the headquarters of the president of the Federation, 
1450 Broadway, and will remain in session several days thereafter. 
The meeting is called for the purpose of inviting you to confer with 
the board to, if possible, come to some agreement with it concerning 


‘If you fail to respond to this invitation, then you will, of course, 
leave the Federation no other alternative except to hold that your 
corporation, organization, broadcasting system, individual station or 
network is no longer interested in having services rendered to it by 
members of the American Federation of Musicians from August 14, 


The with- 








Forecast Industry Embarrassment Via 
(.1.0. Labor As Would-Be Broadcaster 





By ALBERT SCHARPER, JR. 

CIO strategy in propagandizing 
over the air is to build small hook- 
ups of indie stations in areas where 
organizing activities are going on, 
Three such links are now being used, 
in the CIO campaigns in steel, auto- 
motive and textile industries. 


Refused by NBC and CBS webs, 
the CIO has not entirely given up 
hope of this winter battling the big 
networks for the right to broadcast 
commercially over the facilities. For 
the present, however, John Lewis’ 
outfit will confine its broadcasting 
barrage to the small tieups of indies, 
strategically spotted in the areas 
CIO is fighting in. 

Last night (Tuesday) CIO debuted 
on the ether its first radio organizing 
effort against Bethlehem Steel. 
Thrice-weekly evening quarter 
hours have been bought on WCBM, 
Baltimore; WJAC, Johnstown, Pa.; 
WSAN, Allentown, Pa. and WHP, 
Harrisburg. A single line feeds the 
looped program to all stations over 
a D class wire that costs $78. 

Programs designed to organize the 
Bethlehem workers in the plants lo- 
cated in each of the four towns 
where the broadcasts are aired 
chiefly consist of waxed speeches of 
w.k. political or social bigwigs. 
Transcription last night was of a 
recent speech of Senator Wagner. 
Others set to follow through suc- 
ceeding programs are Bishop Fran- 
cis McDonnell, Rep. Maury Maverick, 
Senator Black, John L. Lewis, Lt. 
Gov. Kennedy and Philip Murray. 

After the transcriptions are 
through on each station the local 
CIO organizer in his community will 
spiel for several minutes on the 
local situation. 

Use Showmanship 

‘Showmanship’ in organizing prop- 
aganda in all of CIO’s current radio 
drives is that being done in round- 
ing up workers in the Ford plants 
in Michigan. Daily evening program 
on WJBK, Detroit, is fed to WJIM, 
Lansing, and WFDF, Flint. Different 
dramatizations are put on every 
other night during which alleged 
conditions of living, household hard- 
Ships, and even unhappiness of kids 
are shown. On alternate nights 
straight organizing is done. A dicker 
is on now with five other Michigan 
stations to sell time to the CIO for 
enlarging its intra-state web. 

In New England the CIO campaign 
among the textile workers, after its 
tussle with John Shepare, 3d, over 
buying facilities on the Yankee net- 
work for the opening of the organ- 
izing drive last Memorial Day, has 
now boiled down to but two stations. 
WCOP, Boston, appeals to the tex- 
tilers to come into the CIO camp via 
programs in English, Italian and 
Polish. On WSPR, Springfield, the 
CIO commercials are only in Eng- 
lish. There is no station in Law- 
rence, but WCOP covers that area as 
it also does Lowell, where the CIO 
Cannot get time because WLLH is a 
member of the Yankee net and 
Shepard absolutely refuses to do biz 
with the union. 

CBS is this week going to be asked 
by the CIO to give its chief, Lewis, 
the web’s facilities for a spiel in the 
near future, and give the time gratis. 
Last week the baby of the Senate, 


Rush Holt, blasted at the industrial 
organization over a 15-min. Colum- 
bia program, and the CIO wants to 
answer. (CBS also has the Boake 
Carter dilemma on its hands.) 


Great trouble the CIO is finding is 
getting big names who are good 
speakers to do its broadcasting bally- 
hoo. To date the best method found 
is to pass around the transcriptions 
made by the men who have had 
their harangues waxed for the Beth- 
lehem organizing campaign. Morris 
Novik, program director at WEVD, 
N. Y.’s ‘labor union station,’ has 


Labor Stations 


Stations currently accepting 
programs on a commercial basis 
for both A.F.ofL. and CIO or 
either are: 

WEVD, New York. 

WRJN, Kenosha, Wis. 

WJIIM, Lansing Mich. 

WCOP, Boston. 

WCBM, Baltimore. 

WEBC, Duluth. 

WTCN, WMIN, St. Paul. 

WBNY, Buffalo. 

WCAM, Camden, N. J. 

WPRO, Providence. 

KIRO, Seattle 

KGGC, San Francisco. 

WADC, Akron. 

WIP, WPEN, Philadelphia, 

WOL, Washington. 

WSAN, Allentown, Pa. 

WEEV, Reading, Pa. 

WGBI, Scranton. 

WFBG, Altoona, Pa. 

WBNO, New Orleans. 

WHKC, Columbus. 

WSPR, Springfield, Mass. 

WSAR, Fall River, Mass. 

WELI, New Haven 

KQV, Pittsburgh. 

WHP, Harrisburg, Pa. 

WGAR, Cleveland. 

WSPD, Dayton. 

WSAY, Rochester. 

WIBX, Utica, N. Y. 

WBBO, Auburn, N. Y. 

WABY, Albany. 

WJTN, Jamestown, N. Y. 




















quite a library assembled and has 
already notified the CIO it is avail- 
able for any of their drives. 

It was Novik who lined up the 
four stations in the towns where 
Bethlehem organizing is going on, 
and it is he who is efforting to get 
the CIO to go whole hog on the air 
in its try to gobble up all labor 
under its banner. 

Labor programs are ballyhooed in 
the localities where they are broad- 
cast by sandwichmen parading out- 
side the gates of the mills and by 
newspap?r ads. 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Apparently in an attempt to bleach 
away some of the deep carmine hue | 
which developed on the back of its | 
neck in May, WIP during past week 
offered CIO and A.F. of L. 15-min- | 
ute periods weekly for four weeks 
to present respective sides of the | 
labor situation. 

Both orgs have accepted the free | 
time and will begin presenting | 





| Hosiery Workers, 


— 


JOE WEBER EXPLAINS A.F.M. ATTITUDE; 
EXPECT WEBS 10 REDUCE UNEMPLOYED 





Used Car Dealers Wax 
Uses East and Dumke 


Harry S. Goodman agency has de- 
veloped a group of recorded pro- 
grams by ‘Sisters of the Skillet’ 
(East and Dumke) for sale exclu- 
sively to used car dealers. Group 
already contains 32 half-hour pro- 
grams. 

While Langlois & Wentworth is 
tied up with Goodman on the series, 
the actual cutting of the program 
was done by RCA Victor. 


PRESS AGENTS 
FORECAST: 
‘ACTIONS 


By RAY WILSON 
Chicago, July 20. 

At present there’s a ‘must’ for ac- 
tion in radio publicity pictures, but 
this, in no way, affects the demand 
for legs. Formerly, all press agents 
posed actresses in camera studios, 
usually with them sitting on the 
arm of a chair, their shafts crossed. 
Demand now is for the girls to be 
moving about, preferably with a 
strong wind added for sex appeal. 


Idea of action in the snaps is said 
to be the influence of the new pic- 
ture magazines, and candid camera 
stuff, but right now it’s so strong 
that all the p.a’s. are taking nearly 
everything outdoors. Girls can be 
walking down the street, they can 
be swinging from the limb of a 
tree, or dashing along the beach on 
a bicycle, but they must keep mov- 
ing. If the sun’s too hot for the 
gals, they will snap ’em inside, but 
eating, knees hooked nonchalantly 
over the arm of a chair, or in a half 
stoop, looking at supposed runs in 
their stockings, pretty little faces in 
distress—but never, any more, just 
sitting with calves overlapping. 

Standing or sitting at a mike is 
definitely out, at least for the pres- 
ent. Papers will give space to a pic- 
ture showing a femme plucking 
flowers in her garden, providing she 
has one foot on a high ladder, and 
there’s room even for one showing 
the girl's mouth open as she sings 
to the tree-top. But a still showing 
her doing nothing has as much 
chance as cotton stockings. 


SIMONDS, WFIL, RAPS 
LOCAL BALL CLUBS 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Hal Simonds, WFIL nightly sports 
commentator, kicking up consider- 
able dust here with squawks about 
low calibre major league ball clubs 
being provided for Philly. Claims 
Connie Mack and other owners of 
two clubs here are skimming off the 
cream and not spending any dough 
for players. 

Simonds’ plaint isn’t that teams 
consistently lose, but why. Avoids 
making too many charges himself by 
reading some pretty hot mail com- 
ing in. 

















Burridge Butler in N. Y. 
Chicago, July 20. 

Burridge D. Butler of WLS, Chi- 
cago, and KOY, Phoenix, Arizona, 
goes to New York this week to do 
some signing in interests of both 
stations. 

On return will go to Phoenix for 
month of August for 
strengthening KOY policies. 





Parkyakarkus’ Scripters 

Lee Sands and Robert Marko go to 
the Coast in August to script for the 
Parkyakarkus (Harry _ Einstein) 
show. Are under exclusive manage- 
ment of Herman Bernie. 

Program begins ethering from the 
Coast on August 17. 





speakers July 27 on Tuesday and 
Thursday nites at 8 p. m. 

WIP announced its offer as ‘mat- 
ter of public interest.’ Station re- 


| fused to sell time to the CIO for a 


talk by William Leader, 
at end 
Pickets paraded before its entrance 


for several days. 


prexy of 


purpose of | 


of May. | 








Ban on Remotes 


Joe Weber’s latest stratagem 
in clearing the way for the 
meeting of the AFM’s executive 
board next Monday (26) on the 
unemployment problem is to 
place an absolute ban on re- 
mote broadcasts by members of 
the union. International's vari- 
ous locals have been instructed 
to advise their members that 
dance bands must not originate 
sustaining programs from ho- 
tels, restaurants, dance halls or 
any other place after Aug. 14. 
The stricture also applies to 
symphony orchestras. 

Weber says that he realizes 
what this shutdown will mean 
to name bands and to hotels 
which employ such largely for 
the exploitation the spots get 
through a sustaining line but 
that these circumstances should 
not be permitted to get in the 
way of the larger objective, the 
spread of musician employment. 
The AFM prez looks upon these 
pickups as providing programs 
of no cost to the networks and 
individual stations and as a 
serious obstruction to the use 








of more musicians in broadcast- 
ing. 

Under the mandate received [| 
from the AFM’s convention in 
Louisville last month, the ex- || 
ecutive board must find a solu- 
tion for the problem of decreas- 
ing employment in radio or call 
an emergency convention of 
reps from all locals to wrestle 
with the riddle themselves. 








| 





BEST TEMPO 
FOR NEWS? 


Chicago, July 20. 
New ‘trend’ reported from stations 
indicates a sharp cut-down in the 
amount of time devoted to any sin- 
gle news broadcast. Stations are seen 


moving away from the 15-minute 
and 10-minute news periods and are 
aiming to keep the news down to 
‘flash’ tempo as much as possible. 

Idea is to have shorter news pe- 
riods but more of ’em, so that in- 





ute news periods a day, 
five 10-minute shots, they’re ready- 
ing schedules to 10 shots of two 
minutes each interspersed with 10 
one-minute flashes in addition to 
10-second ‘flashes’ at station breaks. 

Conspicuous is WTMJ, the Mil- 
waukee Journal outlet, which fol- 
lowed a survey of the Milwaukee 
public’s desires and tastes in the 
matter. Station now finds the five- 
minute periods are the most popular 
with its audience. 


RIVALS HASHING OVER 
MUTUAL PROBLEMS 


Davenport, Ia., July 20. 








cussions of local sales and promotion 
problems. 


Station heads will meet quarterly 


radio business. Jt marks the start 
of diplomatic relations between the 
two rival outlets of this market. 








Jerry Frakes, late of WLW and 
the Tums show, is vocalizing over 
'KLZ, Denver. 


| hold the key to the whole musicians 
- unemployment problem and_ that 


stead of having maybe four 15-min- | 
or even | 





; consin 


in the future for this round-table in- | 
terchange of ideas on the Tri-Cities | 








Hopes Radio Will Not Use Injunction Threats But 
Come to Meeting in ‘Friendly’ Mood—Union Has 
No Preconceived Policy 

° 


American Federation of Musicians 
looks to the major networks to play 
a major part in helping the union 
find ways of increasing employment 
among its membership. Attitude 
that NBC and Columbia takes at the 
conferences which the AFM’s inter- 
national board has called for the 
week of July 26 will largely de- 
termine the action of ‘this board on 
the question of regulating the 
manufacture and use of phonograph 
records, waxed program libraries 
and commercial transcriptions. 

Jos. N. Weber, AFM prez, de- 
clared in an interview with VaARreTy 
last Friday (16) that these two 
points would likely serve as the 
basic philosophy motivating next 
week’s meet. Weber admitted that 
the board had no idea how the situa- 
tion confronting the unien can be 
solved. It was entering the discus- 
sions with crosscountry and regional 
network operators, transcription and 
phonograph manufacturers and oth- 
ers with but one purpose, and that 
is to get everybody's point of view 
and from this mass of information 
and suggestions try to evolve some- 
thing that will be equitable to both 
the broadeasting and the recording 
industry and at the same time in- 
crease the employment roster of the 
AFM. 

Injunction Tatk 

Weber said that he and the board 
had hopes that all who take part in 
the discussions will do so with a 
co-operative spirit. Board antici- 
pates the appearance of network 
legal batteries at the meetings and 
perhaps talk of bringing injunction 
proceedings against the union, 
Weber feels that any such bitter re- 
percussions can be avoided, if the 
networks will but realize that they 


regardless of existing contracts or 
arrangements it is up to them to re- 
adjust this problem of musician em- 
ployment. 

AFM president pointed out that 
there are not 3,000 musicians em- 
ployed regularly throughout the en- 
tire country in broadcasting and 
record production. Broadcasting, he 
said, must realize that it cannot 
continue to get away with a mini- 
mum, if comparatively negligible, 


| cost for music. 


Weber averred that strange as it 
might seem the employment rate for 
musicians in broadcasting grows 
worse as the industry prospers. He 
doesn’t want to do anything that 
will put one out of business but the 
broadcasters, Weber said, must be 
prepared to absorb more talent 
from the rolls of the AFM. Inter- 
national is doing more than fight for 
its future. It’s fighting, Weber 
states, for its very existence. 

Weber said that the proper co- 
operation is shown from the ranks 
of broadcasting so that it will be in- 
cumbent upon the board to put a 
strict ban on remote pickups, as one 
point in the solution of the prob- 
lem. He also expects broadcaste:s 
to aid the union in suppressing the 
unauthorized recordings of brosd- 
cast musical programs. If this pil- 
fering of music does not stop the 
AFM will turn to Congress for re- 
lief. 

AFM’s international board, said 
Weber, is aware of the conflicting 
interests between networks and sta- 
tions and between networks and 
transcription manufacturers but it 
believes that these interests can 
find a meeting ground which will 


| prove of value in the union’s quest 
Clark Luther, manager of WOC | !F @ solution. 

here, is sitting in on regular confabs 

with Clair Heyer, national sales man- | 

ager of WHBF, Rock Island, and | 

Maurice Corcoran, local sales chief | 

of the same outlet, for general dis- | 





WLS’ State Fairs 


Chicago, July 20. 
Daily programs from Illinois, Wise 
and Indiana state fairs are 
being arranged by WLS, Prairie 
Farmer station. 
Harold Stafford, WLS program di- 


| rector, Earl Kurtze, artist bureau 
head, and George Cook, station 
treasurer, in Indianapolis this week 


settling details for Indiana fair. 
‘Eddie the Cowboy’ Stephens, 

formerly of XERA, KFRO and 

KBIX, joins WIT'MV, East St. Louis 
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An Australian Looks at American 





Radio Ways; Ditferent Yet Sumilar 


By GEOFFREY PALMER 
Chief of Continuity 

Herald Br-adcasting Stations 
Melbourne, Australia 


American entertainment comes to 
Australia per wax and celluloid in a 
big way. So the United States and 
its showmanship does not seem so 
strange to me as perhaps might be 
the case with visitors from other 
lands. 

Transcriptions remain extremely 
important in Australia. Many of 
mem are from America and of 
American manufacture. Their in- 
fluence on radio ‘down under’ has 
been very considerable. However, 
live talent broadcasting is picking 
up. Advertisers (there are 80 com- 
mercial stations) are moving in this 
direction. 

Radio advertising in Australia, to 
borrow a VarteTy phrase, is ‘on 
the upbeat.’ However, at pres- 
ent the greatest Australia radio ad- 
vertising campaign would probably 
not gross more than $25,000 per 
annum. 

Growth of daytime advertising in 
the United States is most illuminat- 
ing to the visitor. In the Common- 
wealth, the night—with its advanced 
prices—is still the more popular 
time, but there is a very good day- 
time appropriation which grows 
yearly. Australian advertisers are, 
as yet, unwilling to spend big money 
during the hours of light—believing 
in quantity rather than quality of 
audience. 

Many of our stations have proved 
that their breakfast sessions between 
the morning hours of 6:30 and nine 
command a major audience, and are 
effective in selling all sections of the 
community. During this time a 
casual 100-word announcement will 
be aired for about 60% of night 
rates. 

Space between nine in the morn- 
ing and midnight is usually sold in 
quarter, half, and one-hourly blocks 
—as well as in 25 and 100-word an- 
nouncements. Here again, on a 
casual basis, a quarter hour at night 
might cost $75, a half-hour $125, and 
an hour $225. In many cases these costs 
include the facilities of a regional 
relay station serving outback list- 
eners, for in the state of Victoria— 
with its 281,000 licensed listeners— 
31% of these dwell inrural districts. 
Victoria, incidentally, boasts a 63% 
ratio of radios to dwellings. Auto- 
radio figures are swelling, but as yet 
do not even approximate United 
States percentages. 

A space selling organization is un- 
known to our advertisers, interstate 
selling being developed between in- 
terstate representatives. Many of 
the larger advertising agencies offer 
the facilities of fully equipped radio 
departments, although scripts and 
commercial continuities are gen- 
erally prepared and rehearsed by 
special station staffs. 

Recent and current American pro- 
grams heard in Australia _in- 
‘clude ‘The In-Laws,’ ‘Eb and Zeb,’ 
“Hymns of All Churches,’ ‘Cub Re- 
porters,” ‘One Man’s Family,’ ‘Air 
Adventures of Jimmy Allen,’ ‘Belle 
and Martha,’ ‘Cecil and Sally,’ ‘Betty 
and Bob,’ ‘Count of Monte Cristo,’ 
Carson Robison and His Pioneers, 
‘The Black Ghost,’ Crazy Quilt, and 
a great many others. 

We have our amateur hours, too, 
as well as Vox Populi, Dramatiza- 
tion of News, Seth Parkers, and a 
minstrel entertainment with a six- 
year record run to its credit. A 


HEARN STORE GOES COLD 


Audition Rampage Ends in a Blank 
fer Radio 








After auditioning more than a 
seore of different programs Hearn 
Department Stores, N. Y., has about 
decided to forget about a fall pro- 
gram. For the present at least no 
more auditions will be held. 

Company was listening to shows 
built up around nitery talent estab- 
lished and w.k. around New York. 
Projected program would have been 
aired in N. Y. only over. either 
WABC, WJZ or WEAF. 


Bamberger Peddles Its 
Air Spieler to Merchants 
Outside Metropolitan N.Y. 


L. Bamberger & Co., Newark de- 
partment store, is offering other and 
non-rival stores around the country 
Ed Fitzgerald, air commentator on 
whom Bamberger’s has an exclusive. 
Spieler airs on WOR, Bamberger- 
owned station, week daily at 9-9:15 
a.m. 

Proposal made other stores is that 
they pick up Fitzgerald on Mutual 
net affiliates, insert their own copy 
on their local outlets. Rate offered 
stores depends on their sizes. An 
emporium with annual sales of $10,- 
000,000 would have to pay $75 a 
week for Fitzgerald, plus _ line 
charges and station rate. Store do- 
ing between $5,000,000 and $10,000,- 
000 assessed at $60 a week for the 
commentator. Other rates for small- 
er stores proportionate. 

Stores in areas outside Mutual 
coverage are offered transcriptions 
of Fitzgerald at a rate that starts at 
$50 for top-ranking firm for six plat- 
ters, plus a $3 charge for each dise’s 
manufacture. 

Bamberger’s will give a 5% dis- 
count if a store signs a six months’ 
contract. 








weekly community singing unit con- 
tinues to pack one of our biggest 
houses. Sport, of course, plays a 
major part in Saturday afternoon 
programs with o.b.s from race-track, 
football, or cricket ground, and 
authoritative talks from sports writ- 
ers are a feature of newspaper- 
affiliated stations. 

Down-Under we cherish a great 
admiration for your superlative 
American showmanship. Some of 
your programs—and your announcers 
—quite naturally, do not appeal to 
us, but your big shows are certainly 
put over in a big way. In Holly- 
wood I got a great kick out of 
watching and hearing such big name 
shows as Kraft Music Hall, Texaco, 
the Jello Program, Hollywood Ho- 


tel, and the Chase and Sanborn 
hour. We've no Walter Winchell, 
either. 


Strange Neighbors 


To alien ears it is strange that no 
attempt is made to graduate pro- 
grams — devotionals rub shoulders 
with jazz, and quarter-hour blocks 
of talk are frequently followed by 
drama—with no musical break but 
the theme. Some American com- 
mercial credits, too, are noticeably 
forceful and blatant. 

Many Yankee admen would, like 
myself probably—in reverse—find 
commercial radio in my country no 





stranger to you. 
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Agencies—Sponsors 


Vick Chemical is planning a spot | 
campaign for its cough drop starting 
in the fall. 








Kellegg has added WJSV, Wash- 
ington, to its football schedule. 





Omega Oil is lining up station time 
for a spot campaign in the fall. Hus- 
band & Thomas is the agency. 


t 


| 





Baume Bengue has started to place 
a spot announcement campaign 
through the William Esty agency. 





Sinclair Oil has bought a 15-minute 
news strip on WBBM, Chicago, start- 
ing July 22. It will go on at 6 p.m. | 
six days a week, with John Harring- | 
ton the newscaster, Federal is the 
agency. 





McKee, Albright & Ivey, Philadel- 
phia agency, is scouting around for 
spot announcement availabilities. 





Jerome Welk, furrier, has Bob 
Carter, romantic tenor, for 13 quar- | 
ter-hour shows on WCAE, Pitts- 
burgh, July 29. 





Quaker Oats planning a five-week 
morning script show to start in Sep- 
tember for their Aunt Jemima 
product. It will be tagged ‘Cabin 
in the Cotton. Through Lord & 
Thomas agency, Chicago. 





W. W. Garrison, ad agency, has 
signed a_ three-a-week 15-minute 
spot on WBBM, Chicago, for Chicago, 
Milwaukee Steamship lines. Show 
built around Milton Charles, singing 
organist, and Edna O’Dell, singer. 





‘Ave Maria Hozsr,’ 30-min. Sunday 
night series of dramatization, has 
been renewed over WMCA, N. Y. 
and the Inter-City System for an- 
other year. Program, which has 
been on the ozone for more than 
two years, is a commercial venture 
of the Franciscan Friars’ Monastery 
at Garrison, N. Y. Contributions 
from listeners are solicited. 

Renewal, which is effective Sun- 
day (25) will considerably expand 
the scope of ‘Ave,’ in that it will 
spread its sponsorship out from 
WMCA to WIP, Philly; WCBM, 
Balto; WOL, Washington; WORK, 
York, Pa.; WGAL, Lancaster, Pa.; 
WPRO, Providence. Lately the 
program has been commercial on 
but WMCA and WIP, with the other 
nine stations on Inter-City enabled 
to carry ‘Ave’ sustaining if they had 
cared to delete the requests for do- 
nations. 





Spet announcements will be used 
over approximately 15 stations as a 
part of the 1937-38 ‘drink more milk’ 
promotion started this week by New 
York State with J. M. Mathes, Inc., 
the agency for the third consecutive 
year. One-minute transcriptions 
have been employed for several 
years. In 1934, the year the cam- 
paign to increase the consumption of 
fluid milk was launched, two flesh 
programs were broadcast regularly. 
That year the appropriation was 
$500,000; this year it is $300,000. 





Westinghouse of Mansfield, O., has 
taken George Heid’s ‘Smile Revue’ 
on KDKA, Pittsburgh, for 10 quar- 
ter-hour shots. Show, a musicai pot- 
pourri, includes Dorothy Bushey. 
Bernie Armstrong and Pat Haley. 
Account placed by Smith & Ross of 
Cleveland. 





John Weiser of Botsford, Constan- 
stine & Gardner producing ‘Gilmore 
Circus’ on the Coast. Raymond R. 
Morgan formerly handled the oil ac- 
count for radio. 





Garner Rhythmie System (typing 
and shorthand) has placed a series 
of five minute transcriptions (Dick 
Liebert at the organ) on WCOL, 
Columbus. 





Sperry Flour Co., General Mills! 
subsid, has added KDYL, Salt Lake | 
City, to the basic Coast NBC-Red 
web airing its new five-day-a-week 
serial, ‘Gloria Gale,’ from San Fran- 
cisco. Westco agency has the ac- 
count. 





Pacific Gas & Electric Co. tacked | 
KFBK and KMJ, Sacramento and 
Stockton, to KGO, San Francisco, for 
its “Tales of California’ drama last 
Sunday (18), 





General Foods (Maxwell House 
coffee) is using the Singing Surf} 
Riders, Helen Owens and Webley | 
Edwards, for its new half-hour stu- 
dio program on KGMB, Honolulu. 





Show debuted last Thursday. Na- 














| NETWORK PREMIERES | | 


Aug. 3 
Sterling Products (Bayer’s Aspirin) over 31 CBS stations Tuesdays 7:30-8 
p.m. with Helen Mencken. 
Kolynos Friday at 8, half hour; Hammerstein Music Hall, over 30 CBS 
stations. 
Aug. 4 
Drackett Ce. (Drano): ‘Hello Peggy,’ dramatic show, Wednesdays and 
Fridays, 11:45-12:00 noon. NBC Basic Red. 


Aug. 29 
Acme White Lead & Color Werks: Smilin’ Ed McConnell, Palmer Clark’s 
Orchestra, Larry Larson, choral group. Sundays, 5:30-6:00 p.m. NBC 
Basic Blue with WCKY. 
Aug. 31 
H. J. Heinz Mon., Tues., Thurs., 11:15 a.m. over CBS. Details not set (also 
Wed., Fri. 1-11:30). 
Sept. 6 
Cc. F. Mueller Co. (Macaroni): ‘Kitchen Cavalcade,’ script show, Mon- 
days through Fridays, 10:45-11:00 a.m. NBC split Blue—WJZ, WBZA, 
WFIL, WSYR, WHAM, KDKA. 
Sept. 7 
Hecker’s Information Bureau: Jean Paul King, commentator; Myra 
Kingsley, astrologist; guests Mondays through Fridays, 11:45 to 12 noon, 
effective September 7, on WOR, WABY, WSAY, WSYR, WKBW, WNBF, 
WKBO, WAAB, WEAN, WICC, WSPR, WTHT, WRDO, WLBZ; 1:30 to 1:45 
p.m. on DON LEE Network, WGAR. (WGAR for three weeks; then WHK.) 
Sept. 12 
Ford Concerts 9-10 p.m. over 95 CBS stations. 


Sept. 13 

Journal of Living: Talk, Dr. Victor H. Lindlahr, at following days and 
times: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 12 noon to 12:30 p.m., on WOR. 
WAAB, WEAN. Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 9:30 to 10 a.m. on 
WGN, CKLW, WCAE, WHK, Mutual. 

Lux Radie Theatre resumes for Lever Bros. over 57 CBS stations at 
9-10 p.m. EST. 

Sept. 20 

Campana Sales Ce. (Italian Balm): (program not set), Mondays, 8:30-9:00 

p.m., NBC Basic Blue, Bule Mt. and Coast. 
Sept. 22 
Standard Brands (product not named: Pgm. not determined; Wednes- 
days, 9:00-9:30 p.m. NBC Basic Blue, Blue Mountain and Coast. 
Sept. 24 
Coca Cola: (Talent not set); Fridays, 10 to 10:45 p.m., CBS coast to coast, 
Sept. 25 

G. Washington Ceffee Refining Co.: ‘Uncle Jim’s Question Bee,’ Satur- 
days, 7:30-8:00 p.m. NBC split network—WJZ, WBZ-A, KDKA, WGY, 
WTAM, WMAQ. 

Wander Co. (Ovaltine): ‘Little Orphan Annie,’ returning to 5:45-6 p.m., 
Monday through Friday on the NBC red; repeat 6:45 p. m. 

Sept. 26 

Varady of Vienna: (Ted Weems’ Orchestra) Sundays, 1:30-2 p.m. on 
WBAL, WOL, WGR, KWK, WCAE, WSAI, CKLW, WHK, WHKC, WGN, 
WOR, Mutual. 

Blue Coal: (‘The Shadow’), Sundays, at following times: 4:30-5 p.m., on 
WNAC, WTIC, WEAN, WTAG; 5:30 to 6 p.m. on WOR, WBAL, WOL, 
WGR, WGN, CKLW, Mutual. 

General Foods (Diamond Crystal Salt): (show not set), Sundays, 3:00- 
3:30 p.m. WJZ, WBZ-A, WFIL, WSYR, WHAM, WEBR, KDKA, WGAR, 
WXYZ, WCKY, WCOL, WABY. 

Ralston Purina Ce. (Ry-Krisp): Marion Talley, Sundays, 5:00-5:30 p.m. 
NBC Basic Red, WCOL. WOOD, WEBC, and NC, Red Mt. and Coast 
groups. 

Sept. 27 

Ralston-Purina Co. (Wheat Cereal): ‘Tom Mix Straight Shooters,’ dra- 
matic show for children, Mondays through Fridays. 5:45-6:00 p.m. WJZ, 
WBZ-A, WICC, WEAN, WFIL, WBAL, WMAL, WSYR, WHAM, WEBR, 
KDKA, WGAR, WSPD, WXYZ, WCKY, WABY, WCOL, WOOD. 6:45-7:00 
p.m. WMAQ, KWK, WTCN, WIRE. 

Grove Laboratories: (Bromo Quinine), Gabriel Heatter; Monday and 
Tuesday, 8 to 8:15 p.m., Tuesday and Wednesday, 10 to 10:15 p.m.; Basie 
Blue with WCKY. 

Sept. 28 

R. J. Reynolds full-hour for Camels 9:30-10:30 p.m. over 79 stations on 
CBS. Talent not set. 

Personal Finance Co. & ‘Your Unseen Friend’ Tuesdays at 10:30-11 p.m. 
over 11 CBS stations. 

American Home Preducts (Program not determined), Tuesdays, Wednes- 
days, Thursdays, 7:15-7.30 p.m., NBC Basic Blue with WCKY. 

Oct. 3 
Sherwin Williams Co.: ‘Metropolitan Opera Audition of the Air,” with 


Edward Johnson and Wilfred Pelletier, Sundays, 5:00-5:30 p.m. NBC 
Basic Blue, and groups SE, SC, SW, Blue Mt. and Coast. 

R. B. Davis Co. Sundays 6-6:30 with Joe Penner, Gene Austin. On 45 
CBS stations. 

International Silver resumes at 5 p.m. for Sunday half hours. Using 


44 CBS stations. 
Gruen Watch Co.: Sheila Barrett, Graham McNamee, Joe Rines orches- 
tra; Sundays, 5:30 to 6, NBC red coast to coast. 
Viek Chemical Co.: Jeanette MacDonald, Josef Pasternack; Sundays, 7 
to 7:30 p.m.; CBS coast to coast. 
Oct. 4 
Wasey Products Corp. (Musterole, Zemo and others): Carson Robinson 
and his Buckaroos, instrumental and vocal mountain and western music. 
NBC Basic Blue and groups NC, SW, KGBX, KTBS, KARK, KGNC, Blue 
Mt. and Coast. 
Pebeco five-a-week strip 5-5:15 on 21 CBS stations for Lehn & Fink. 
Hinds Honey & Almond Cream five-a-week, 5:15; same hook-up as pre- 
ceding period. 
Lysol will be on 28 CBS stations Mon., Wed., Fri., at 4-4:45 p.m. with Dr. 
Alan Dafoe, Lindsay McPhail orchestra. 
Vick Chemical Co.: Tony Wons, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 10:30-10.45 
a.m.; about 40 stations but not to the Coast. 
Oct. 18 
William R. Warner Co. (Sloan’s Liniment): Warden Lewis E. Lawes dra- 
matic show. WJZ, WBZ-A, WEAN, WICC, WFIL, WBAL, WMAL, WSYR. 
WHAM, WEBR, KDKA, WGAR, WSPD, WXYZ, WCKY, WOWO, KWK, 
WMT, WTCN, KSO, KOIL, WREN, KVOD, KLO, KGO, KECA, KFCA, 
KFSD, KEX, KJR, KGA. 
Oct. 24 
Lutheran Hour: Sermon, Dr. Walter Meyer; Inspirational music. Sun- 
days, 1 to 1:30 p.m. (After Dec. 5, time changes to 4 to 4:30 p.m. EST.) 
WAAB, WINS, WISN, WSAI, WJAY, KWK, WSM, KSTP, KSO, WMT. 


KFAB, WBAL, WCAE, WRVA, WIRE, WHKC, WRR, KTAT, WGR, DON 
LEE Network, Mutual. 





New York, 


——$$_———e 





tional Export agency, 


of short-wave airers over the Co- 
placed the account, 


lumbia, National and Mutual webs 
from KGU to KGMB in Honolulu 
this fall. 

Similar amount was spent for pro- 
grams throughout the winter and 
spring months which folded in May. 





Joseph Magnin Co., Inc., San Fran- 
cisco (women’s clothing) has waived 
cancellation privileges on its weekly 
‘Hollywood Reporter’ program with 
Don Allen over KPO. Program is 
set until May 29, 1938. 





Young & Rubicam will have two 
more products, Milkweed Cream and 
William Peterman, from the Bris- 
tol-Myers list the beginning of 1938. 





Tourist Bureau of Hawaii is seek- 
ing to raise $25,000 for a new series 
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CANADA-U. S. A. RADIO DEAL 





‘Nationwide Radio Club,’ Initiation $1, 
One of Those Biz Fringe ‘Mysteries 


Campaign of the Nationwide Radio 
Club of America for memberships of 
$1 each, for the purpose of policing 
radio, using fewer commercials, more 
education and injection of additional 
good music, this week appeared to 
be encountering opposition as several | 
radio companies and execs began 
checking its background and motives. 

Presence of this ‘organization’ in 
New York was brought to the aften- | 
tion of high radio officials last week 
because literature and correspond- | 
ence soliciting membership claimed 
that the club had received endorse- 
ment from at least two network offi- 
cials and other prominents in radio, 
including Lowell Thomas. Check 
showed that neither Lowell Thomas 
nor any radio executives had given 
such endorsement. Several inquiries 
had been made about ‘club’ at Bet- 
ter Business Bureau of N. Y., but! 
no complaint had been lodged. 

Correspondence sent out by 
Nationwide Radio Club gave 
Sixth Avenue as its address and 
listed James L. Simpson as presi- 
dent. Telephone company early this 
week said it had no phone number 
for any such organization or Mr. 
Simpson either at that address or 
elsewhere in New York City. No 
directory credits the Nationwide | 
Radio outfit with seing located at | 
this Sixth Avenue location, opposite 
the RCA Building, which houses 
National Broadcasting Co. 

However, late last week a tenant 
of 1247 Sixth Avenue, presumably 
one of several employment agency 
representatives located there, had 
heard of Simpson and the organiza- 
tion. He said that the outfit planned 
using an upper floor in the four- 


the 
1247 


story, old-type structure. Intimated 
that Simpson had made his head- 
quarters in the restaurant-grill on 


the ground level immediately south 
of 1247 address. He claimed that 
Simpson could be reached by phone 
but such was not the case. 

An earlier search revealed a Radio | 
Club of America with an address at 
30 Rockfeller Plaza. Building rental 
agency, however, disclaimed knowl- 
edge of any Nationwide Radio Club 
in the RCA building, closest larger 
structure to the Sixth Avenue ad- 
dress given. Radio Club of America | 
was found to have a telephone but 
it was a secret number, and not 
available to the public generally. 

Attempt of some National Radio 
Club in Washington, D. C., to use 
Lowell Thomas’ name also was re- 
ported to network officials. 





WJR’s New Sales Mer. 
Detroit, July 20. 
Owen F. Uridge has been named 
tales mgr. of WJR, Detroit. 
He was formerly with Radio Sales, 
Inc. 








| sponsored 








CANADA’ S BOOZE POLICY 


Gladstene Murray Issues Statement 

—Yes and No Procedure 
Montreal, July 20. 

W. E. Gladstone Murray, 

manager, Canadian 

Corporation, has 
statement. 

‘In view of current misunderstand- 


issued following 


| ing and misrepresentation the Cana- | 


dian 
that 


Broadcasting Corp 
the acceptance of 
for the sale of spirits, 
beer is not contemplated 
of the stations of cor- 
or any of 
As however, the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. is responsible for the 
control of all broadcasting in Can- 
ada, consideration is being given to 
revised regulations. In this connec- 
tion special attention is being paid 
to the problem of the sponsorship 
of wine and beer programs in the 
Province of Quebec by private sta- 
tions where such programs are al- 
lowed by the laws of Quebec and 
by the regulations of the Old Ra- 
dio Commission and have been 
broadcast by some private Quebec 
stations for a number of years.’ 


RAILROAD BANKROLLING 
‘NAMESAKE FOOTBALL | 


dha July 20. 

First football commercial for the | 
coming autumn and winter was sig- 
natured last week by Herb Sherman, 
sales chief of WJJD, with the North- 
western Railroad. 

Through the Caples agency here, 
the railroad will sponsor eight at 
home and out of town games of 
Northwestern University. 

Pick-ups are free as far as 
college is concerned. 

we 


Benny Davis On WOR 


Benny Davis resumes his Sunday 
night ‘Star Dust ’revue over WOR, 


announces 
programs 


wine or 
for any 
poration 


the 


its 





the 








| New York, Aug. 1. 


Songwriter is slated to author the 
new Cotton Club show with J. Fred 
Coots. 





Pat Weaver to L. A. 


Pat Weaver, Young & Rubicam 
radio production supervisor, left by 
boat for Hollywood Saturday (17). 


He will be on hand for the launch- 
show | 


ing of the new Packard 


Sept. 7. 


It is likely that he will remain on | 


| the Coast through the fall. 








American 


general 
Broadcasting | 


networks. } 





‘OTTIWA HUDDLE 
DUE WN FORTNIGHT 


Gladstone Murray and E. D. 
Weir Will Discuss Com- 
mercial Advertising Alli- 


ance wtih NBC and CBS 


YANKEE COIN 











Columbia and NBC are due to en- 
ter into a commercial alliance with 
the government-controlied Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. Under this ar- 
rangement the various links of the 
CBC will be made available to CBS 
and NBC clients. As a preliminary 
step toward hooking up with the | 
Dominion’s system on a commercial 
basis representatives of the two 
American webs will visit Ottawa 
toward the end of this month to 
| suggest the setting up of a CBC rate 
card which would be practical for 
advertisers on the American side of 
the border. 

Along 
E. D. 


with from 


an invitation 
Weir, Canadian commercial 
mgr., to discuss a ‘commercial 
entente, Columbia and NBC have re- 
ceived copies of the Canadian sys- 
| tem’s rate card. CBS will be repre- 
| sented at the meeting with Weir and 
Gladstone Murray, Canadian gen. 

megr., by Herbert Akerberg, v.-p., in 
charge of station relations, while 
| NBC’ s delegate will be R. M. Brophy. 
| Before joining NBC as station rela- 
| tions head Brophy was with the old 
| Canadian Broadcasting Commission. 


In bidding for American radio 
business the Canadian system, which 
| decided to go commercial several 
months ago, wants to maintain the 
old policy of playing with both NBC 
and Columbia. In recent years there 
has existed a definite arrangement 
for the exchange of public events 
broadcasts and sustaining programs 
between the Canadian network and 
the America webs. 

As the CBC is now commercially 
set up eight separate groups of sta- 
tions are made available to adver- 








Temperature Clause 


Chicago, July 20 
Evening broadcast 
WJJD sponsored 
Safe Equipment Co., 
definite contract On 
sponsor thinks it’s hot 
firm phones station 
‘em to go ahead, 
mercials in. 
Product, 


sports on 


by Sta- 


is 


on an in- 

days 
enough 
and tells 


put the com- 


according to the 








continuity, 
tablet for 
them and 


is a pure table salt 
people to carry with 
eat, to keep cool. 











RAY HOWELL EAST TO 


NBC Threatened Censorship If Molle’s 


Jardine Interview Net Innocuous 


eo 





LAND YAKIMA STATION | 


| 


NBC’s program department 
valamaa an extreme case of 
ters last week when Molle suddenly 
arranged to interview the Rev. Mr. 
R. Anderson Jardine, who performed 
the Duke Edward-Wallis Warfield 
marriage. Just before the broadcast 
went on Wallace Butterworth and 
Parks Johnson, conductors of the 
Molle Vox Pop session, were warned 


de- 
the jit- 


that the program would be cut off 
if any mention were made of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury or any 
item of church controversy included, 

(Hints from British Broadcasting 
Co., with whom NBC wishes to re- 
main friendly, have been made in 
the past.) 


First move by NBC was to attempt 
to persuade Butterworth and John- 
son from putting on the clergyman. 
Interviewing duo held firm to their 
plan, with the result that the net- 
work’s program execs starting show- 


ering them with a list of things that 


; must 


| that the network would 


Ray Howell is in the east on be- | 
half of Shirley Parker, Pacific north- 
west financier who has applied for 
a new station in Yakima, Wash., 
on 1310. Elmer Pratt and Paul 
D. P. Spearman are attorneys for 
the petitioner. 

Parker has the Spokane baseball | 


team among a variety of connections 
including the Sunshine silver mines, 
owned by his mother. 





Howell formerly was with KIRO, 
Seattle. 
tisers. These links are described as 


the basic, the eastern, the western, 
the Quebec, the Maritime, the On- 
tario, the Prairie and the British 
Columbia. 

Winnipeg, July 20. 


According to Winnipeg officials of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp., the 
government-owned system is launch- 
ing a nation wide talent hunt. Tyros 
applying at various studios for ap- 
plication blanks. Auditions will be 
held weekly, starting shortly, at 
which an audition board, having no 
connection with the CBC, will sit in 


judgment. 

Auditions will start in Winnipeg 
this week, other cities following 
suit. 





By NORMAN R. CHAMBERLIN 


Winnipeg, July 20. 
According to the current schedule 
of the government-owned Canadian 
Canadian au- 





| Broadcasting Corp., 
diences will have 
30.87% more of ‘serious’ type of eve- 
ning radio fare than the private 
sponsor-entertained American radio 
audiences. This figure was shown 
when an average week's schedule in 
Canada was broken down and com- 
pared with those of the American 
networks. 

(To keep all figures fair the Amer- 
ican schedules were broken down 
from 7:00 p.m., CDST, that being the 
time at which the national Canadian 
network goes into operation. Only 
exception was in the case of the 
NBC-Blue network where one hour 


on Sunday evening was unaccounted | 


for, being listed as “To Be An- 
nounced,’ this schedule being divided 
from 8:00 p.m., CDST.) 


Comparison has been drawn in line 
with the current survey being con- 
ducted by the CBC wherein they re- 
guest listeners to state their prefer- 


ences in regard to the ‘serious’ type | 


|of radio programs. In the survey, 
| grand and light opera, choral, solo, 
orchestral, 
bands have been included in the 
musical listing, while historical and 
serious drama, debates, 


American network prog- 
been compared on the 


brackets. 
{rams have 
! same basis. 


In Canada tabulation talks far ex- 


ceed those of the American chains. 
This is partfy explained for in the 
fact that American networks have 


approximately | 


Private Vs. Government Programs 


Emphasize Heavy (Educational) Stuff 





their commentators on in the early 
evening hours whereas they are lia- 
ble to appear anywhere on the CBC 
evening line-up but most often be- 
tween 9:30 and 10:00 p.m., the news 
coming at 9:45 nightly is often pre- 
ceeded by a talk of some nature or 
another. 





symphony and military | 


lectures and | 
news have fallen into the educational | 





not be touched upon. Pair 
were told that the questions and an- 
swers would be closely followed and 
reserve the 
right to fade out the program and 


| replace it with a standby pianist in 


| the 








event any one of the verboten 
subjects were included. 
Kept Tepid 


Interview went off without 


anyve 
thing untoward happening. The talk 
was confined to the minister's actual 
impressions of the marriage cere- 
mony and his disagreement with 
predictions that the alliance would 
not be a lasting one. 
NBC program department  per- 


sonnel had been under instructions 
to talk commercials out of putting 
on the British minister. They were 


| told that in no instance was the 
clergyman to be denied an NBC 
mike, but instead to advise any 


client who wanted to use him that 
the network would prefer that it be 
saved the embarrassment of having 
to air his palaver, 

Earlier in the same week NBC 
denied the report that it had been 
asked by the British Broadcasting 


Co. to refrain from according its 
facilities to the visiting retired 
pastor, 


The Rev. R. Anderson Jardine, 
Church of England clergyman, who 
performed the religious ceremony 
at the Windsor-Warfield nuptials last 
month, is tossing his reticent cauticn 
to the breeze hereafter. From this 
date forward he’s not only going to 
discuss his participation at the wed- 
ding which brought down upon him 
the official frown of his church— 
he’s also going to disclose what he 
alleges were the inside politics that 
impelled Windsor’s abdication. 

What has riled the vicar the 
interference he claims the Episcopal 
(Continued on page 52) 
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CBS Securities Statement Listing 
$7 000,000 for Good Will Brings 
Up Washington Difficulties 





Washington, July 20. 


Ban on stock peddling by broad- 
casters will be advocated in Congress 
as consequence of the activities of 
Columbia Broadcasting System. 

Two government departments cur- 
rently are perplexed about the ques- 
tion of condoning issuance of securi- 
ties for public investment, while at 

least one member of Congress has 
intimated he is preparing to draft 


Columbia was based on suspicion 


| that the web is putting a price on 


| munications 


legislation which would force the | 


radio industry to get its financial aid 
through private channels. 
Foreshadowing Congressional at- 
tention for the subject, the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission has 
been asked to report whether the 


public is ‘adequately protected’ 
against loss on account of radio 
stocks. Southern Democrat has 


pointed to the C.B.S. application for 
listing of $4,250,000 worth of paper 
currently tr aded over. the counter, 
observing that if licenses of the 
web’s member and affiliated stations 
were not renewed the property 
would have only ‘junk value.’ 
Disguised beef to the S.E.C. 


surrean 


re 





its franchises. Revives the often- 
voiced complaint about sale of fran- 
chises. Legislator observed that the 
network would have little to sell ‘if’ 
the government refuses to issue new 
permits when the present certificates 
run out, 

At the present time, the .Com- 
Commission has not 
been asked to take a stand on stock- 
selling by licensees, but on its own 
hook. has tried to spank franchisers 
who have securities on the market. 

What will happen to plans to list 
CBS paper was unanswerable this 
week. The S.E.C. which never ap- 
proves any security—because this 
would involve intensive field investi- 


gation and put the government in the 


position of guaranteeing earnings— 
would not comment in any fashion. 
It could not even find the letter from 
the Southern Congressman, which 
was addressed to Francis P. Brassor, 
Commish sec. 

Under the two laws (1933 and 
1934) governing interstate transac- 





Editorial 


Program director in address- 
ing the board of directors of 
his station recently said, ‘Gen- 
tlemen, I am happy to report 
that I have been successful in 
saving $300 a week on sustain- 
ing programs during the past 
13 weeks.’ 

‘Good,’ rejoined one of the 
directors, ‘make it $600 a week 
the next 13 weeks.’ All of 
which meant plying the shears 
sorne more to the sustaining 
artists’ salaries. 

Station is one of the country’s 
leading money makers. 














tions in corporate paper, companies 
must ask the S.E.C. for permit to 
list their securities on any national 
exchange or to issue new tickets. 
Columbia application, released July 
2, was of the type, not being effec- 
tive for 30 days after the admissions 
committee of the New York Stock 
Exchange agrees to put the name on 
the board. Certification of the sys- 
tem’s request for a place on the 
ticker wWas sent to the S.E.C. more 
than three weeks ago. 

CoJumbia deal was flayed on the 
House floor Monday (19) when Rep- 
resentative William D. McFarlane of 
Texas tore into film and radio mo- 
nopolies and hit ‘illegal and fraudu- 
lent’ practices. 

Charging radio, press and screen 
have built up dictatorship with 300 
persons controlling the shaping of 














Home is where THE SALES 
are made 
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a KYW is the sure way 
to enter 1,157,000 homes. 
A spot or local program 
shares the spotlight with fa- 
mous NBC Red Network 


shows—a decided advantage 


for advertisers. 


A Basic Red Network Station 
Programmed and Represented 


by NBC 
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public opinion, the Texas Democrat, 
a persistent denouncer of big busi- 
ness, revived clamor for a Congres- 
sional probe of the broadcasting biz. 
Much of his remarks were concerned 
with ‘conspiracies’ by broadcasters to 
‘loot’ the public, special emphasis 
hitting CBS. 

‘Gigantic conspiracy’ on the part 
of Columbia was charged by the law- 
maker, who blamed the web and the 
New York Stock Exchange, adding 
that the Securities Commission ap- 
parently is acquiescing. 

‘The stockholders of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System, as near as I 
can ascertain from the consolidated 
balance sheets, filed with the S. E. C. 
and the New York Stock Exchange, 
show an actual cash investment of 
less than $1,600,000,’ McFarlane de- 
clared. “They further show that Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System has 
total assets of some $12,000,000, which 
include.a claim. of some $2,250,000 
for good-will, whatever that means. 

‘We must also realize that the li- 
censes on.which they are dependent 
for operation are issued for periods 
of only six months. Against these 
total assets they have outstanding 
obligations of - almost $5,000,000, 
which leaves a net value of some 
$5,500,000. 

‘Since Dec. 26, 1931, this company 
has paid in cash dividends $7,864,998 
on this cash investment of less than 
$1,600,000, yet this system now seeks 
from the S. E. C. a certificate which 
will authorize the listing of some l1,- 
192,970 shares of stock on the New 
York Stock Exchange.and the sale to 
the public of a substantial portion of 
this stock at prices which are far in 
excess of their values. 

‘Undoubtedly the public will be 
permitted to invest possibly $30,000,- 
900 or more for a minority interest in 
this enterprise, which has a total 
cash investment of less than $1,- 
600,000.’ 

‘Fraudulent practices’ of the F. C. 
C., activities of Powel Crosley, 
sound-film monopoly of the tele- 
phone system, and the patent mo- 
nopoly of RC. A. all were uppercut, 
as McFarlane sailed into the ‘radio 
pirates’ and their ‘paid apologists.’ 
Investigation is necessary to see how 
economic royalists of three leading 
webs secured monopolistic control of 
air outlets, he said, calling for pass- 
age of the Connery probe resolution. 

Suspicious Congressman pointed 
out to the S.E.C. that the applica- 
tion for listing indicates the web had 
put a price of ‘more than $2,000,000’ 
on good-will. Hinted that this is the 
valuation which Paley & Co. place 
on the Federal licenses of the chain’s 
wholly-owned transmitters. 

Besides remarking on this 
the lawmaker observed that F.C.C. 
reports show the network has 
$4,000,000 worth of stock and a cor- 
responding amount tagged ‘surplus,’ 
plus ‘several millions’ of liabilities. 
At the present market level, the 
value of capital stock is in the neigh- 
borhood of $60,000,000, he said, and 
there must be a reason for the re- 
markable spread. 

Chairman Anning S. Prall of the 
F.C.C. was dragged into the stock- 
selling matter. Lawmaker informed 
the Commish that less than 18 
months ago, Prall testified before the 
House Appropriations Commission 
that the F.C.C. is opposed to any 
‘racket’ involving sale of securities 
in broadcast companies. Hinted that 
the two agencies better get together, 

Question of radio stock has been 
up for attention informally in the 
past, notably in connection 
plans of a Boston company to or- 
ganize a chain of stations in metro- 
politan centers to serve the Negro 
population. This outfit never has 
asked for a construction permit for 
any of its proposed transmitters, al- 
though the application filed with 
S.E.C. outlined ambitious scheme to 
erect at least six plants. 

While C.B.S. currently is on the 
spot, the rival network js not wholly 
free from prospective punishment. 
Fact that National Broadcasting Co. 


item, 


stock is held by Radio Corporation | 


of America and not peddled has not 
been disregarded by Congressional 
critics of the radio biz. In fact, it is 
likely that the F.C.C, and S.E.C. will 
be called on soon—possibly from 
the floor of the House—to supply de- 
tails about financial relations be- 
tween the parent company and the 
network-offspring. 


Kendrick to L. A.? 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
World Broadcasting System ready- 
ing a coast studio and laboratories 
here. Understood that H. A. Ken- 
drick, now 
office in Chicago, will be transfer- 
red here to take over the top desk. 
With Kendrick shifting to L. A,, 
likely that Read Wight will become 

chief of the Chi offices for World. 








with | 


in charge of the World | 


Scrambled Name 
Radio Promotion 


Spanked by FTC 


Washington, July 20, 

Pair of puzzle contest promoters, 
who have been broadcasting prom- 
ises of prizes to knob-twisters who 
solve their ‘scrambled names’ con- 
tests, last week promised the Federal 
Trade Commission they would lead 
)/ a better life. 

C. A. Montgomery and C. F. Al. 
drich, of St. Paul, Minn, admitted to 
the FTC that radio advertising had 
been a come-on for people who en- 
tered their contests expecting a free 
prize and who discovered later that 
they were expected to buy photo- 
graphs and frames first. The Minne- 
sotans agreed to quit telling radio 
audiences that ‘neither payment of 
money nor the purchase of any arti- 
cle is necessary, when actually 
awards are made only to customers 
who have ordered pictures, 


| Palmer of 3DB, Melbourne, 
Visiting United States 


Chicago, July 20. 

Geoffrey’ A. Palmer, continuity 
director of stations 3DB-3LK, Mel- 
bourne, Australia, in town this week 
on his tour of United States broad- 
casting field. 

Has just come to town from the 
Coast, and after a week’s sojourn 
here, hops to New York. Then over 
to England before returning to the 
Antipodes., 


Buzz Eagle to KVOD 


Chicago, July 20. 

Malcolm (Buzz) Eagle left Chicago 
last week to join the sales force of 
KVOD, Denver. Understood that he’s 
to work principally on program sales, 
rather than time, and to build shows 
himself. 

Eagle was former vaude agent 
around here, and more lately con- 
nected with the affiliated regional 
net as production manager. 

















Jack Lewis Promoted 


Little Rock, July 20. 

Jack Lewis, who came to KARK, 
Little Rock, as an announcer 18 
months ago, has been upped to pro- 
gram director and publicity director 
of the station, to succeed John Cleg- 
horn, gone back to WMC, Memphis, 

David Byrn, Jr., formerly with 
WHIO, Dayton, Ohio, has joined the 
KARK announcing staff, as has Dale 
Alford, medical stude at University 
of Arkansas. Alford handled the 
sport broadcasts last fall and has 
worked at KARK during summer 
vacations in recent years. 





Cancel Robinson Rites 


Little Rock, Ark., July 20. 
A plan to broadcast funeral ser- 
vices for Senator Joseph T. Robin- 
son over Arkansas and Oklahoma 
radio stations was abandoned today 
(17) after Radio Station KARK, 
Little Rock, had made extensive 
plans to feed several key Oklahoma 
stations of the Arkansas networx. 
Station secured permission Thurs- 
day (15) and had gone ahead with 
plans. However, today it was sud- 
dently announced the services would 
not be aired. 





5-Day Week Adds Kelly 


Bob Kelly is the latest addition to 
the WGAR announcing staff. New 
mikeman formerly handled special 
events broadcasts for WTRC, Elk- 
hart, Ind. 

Kelly is the first addition to the 
WGAR staff as a result of recent 
inauguration of the five-day week 
| policy, 








} 

Lloyd Nelson’s Agreement 
Chicago, July 20. 

| Lloyd Nelson, with Blackett- 


| Sample-Hummert agency here as as- 
| sistant to Pete Nelson, time buyer. 
| Nelson, formerly with Cardinal 
| Laboratories, a Hill Blackett pet 
| outfit, will handle general estimate 
work on rates, time, etc. 





John Shelton With Barrett 


Chicago, July 20. 

R. J. Barrett, Jr., has added a 
| second salesman to the iocal office 
of WOR (Newark), John Shelton 
coming into the fold from a sales 
job at WBBM, Chicago. 

Shelton joins the local WOR sales 
| staff this week, 
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| Entertainment Vs. 


By H. ALLEN CAMPBELL 
Gen. Mgr. King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Detroit 


‘Position’ 








ee 
Not long ago a certain advertising 
agency executive closed a telephone 
fonversation with the words, ‘We'll 
take a 13-weeks contract, three 
nights weekly, if you give us the 
quarter-hour preceding or following 
the Soandso show,’ and he named 
one of the popular Blue Network 
musicals. 

This, and hundreds of other simi- 
lar demands, brings on head pains 
for broadcasters who have hours and 


hours to sell, other than the few so- | 


called peak audience periods, 
What’s to do about it? 


Newspapers solved the position 
problem, after years of turmoil, by 
placing a premium rate on preferred 
position. Right hand pages, first fol- 
lowing and alongside reading mat- 
ter, were stet instructions on nearly 
every order for space for years. To- 
day, newspapers have very little dif- 
ficulty with such orders, because the 
space buyer knows he must add 25% 
to the rate if he wants preferred. 

Broadcasters can’t and don’t want 
to solve the position on the air prob- 
lem by charging a premium, They 
much prefer to sell time on the 
basis that the entertainment alone 
makes its position on the air val- 
uable. 

I am quite certain that most any of 
the great coast-to-coast programs 
on the air today would have found 
equal popularity at any other time 
than their present periods, Take 
Sunday broadcasting, as an example. 
A few years ago Sunday time went 
begging. Today, from early after- 
noon to late evening, there is very 
little time open, due to the fact two 
great advertising agencies selected 
Sunday evenings for their clients. 

By the same process, it is possible 
to make any period popular, as evi- 
denced by the many daytime script 
shows with records of long runs and 
still going. 

Judging by statements made by a 
number of advertising agencies of 
small but efficient man power, and 
these smaller agencies are the big- 
gest fighters for ‘position,’ people go 











to bed, or shut off their radios or 
perhaps leave town, right after a 
big program leaves the air. This, of 
course, is an exaggeration of-my 
own, but after juggling time spots in 
every conceivable manner in order 
to please everybody, one feels that 
way about what’s to do. 


Master size agencies in some in- 
stances are tinged with a bit of posi- 
tionitis, but mainly, they ask, ‘What 
have you got?’ and select what they 
think is best, 

Opposition Bogey 

‘Would you buck Amos and Andy”’ 
asked one potential buyer. ‘Would 
you compete with Jack Benny?’ 

“Yes,’ I answered, ‘by all means.’ 

That was three years ago when we 
sold our ‘Lone Ranger’ show. We 
spotted these half hour shows 8:30 to 
9:00 P.M. Later we moved them 
to 7:30 P.M. Then again to other 
evening periods, none later than 9:00 
P.M., but, notwithstanding the Amos 
and Andys, Jack Bennys, etc., Lone 
Ranger reached and still keeps big 
audience volume. 

This does not discredit the top 
shows of today, but it does accent- 
uate the fact that the show, the en- 
tertainment, can build its popularity 
regardless of the broadcasting time. 

We proved the same point again 
last fall when we built and sold 
‘The Green Hornet’ two half hours 
weekly on opposite evenings from 
‘The Lone Ranger.’ ‘Hornet’ jumped 
right into fame Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, competing successfully with all 
the great Tuesday and Thursday eve- 
ning shows coming into Detroit. 

Only catch is ‘A good show, no 
matter if it be musical, drama or 
song and chatter.’ 

Day of throwing this and that to- 
gether in a quarter hour as an in- 
cidental interruption to long drawn 
out commercials is long past. To- 
day, science and showmanship plus 
marketing knowledge are the factors 
that provide success, With these 
elements the correct type of enter- 
tainment evolves, and with the cor- 
rect type of entertainment the time 





Washington, July 20. 

Personal grilling of Paul M. Segal | 
and George S.. Smith, prominent | 
radio lawyers, was decreed last week 
by Federal Communications Com- 
mission following refusal to dismiss 
| charges of unethical conduct, 
| switching, 





record- 
and misrepresentation. 

As members of the Commish 
pooh- poohed y yarn that barristers had 
been offered a chance to plead guilty 
technically and skip punishment, 
four of the six members unanimously 
agreed that the answers to the 
show-cause order were unconvinc- 
ing and howled down the suggestion 
that the case be dropped. With 
Chairman Anning S. Prall and 
Broadcast Divisionite Norman S. 
Case missing, the remainder of the 
body denied the duo’s motion for 
dismissal and called for public ven- 
tilation of accusations against the 
barristers on Sept. 13. 

Hearing was set after Samuel H. 
Kaufman, prosecutor retained to 
handle the case upon recommenda- 
tion of the Justice Department, pre- 
sented a detailed report on his 
sleuthing. Kaufman related stories 
gleaned from Segal and Smith, as 
well as from other witnesses, includ- 





on the air becomes less of a prob- 
lem. 

Thus, as a summary of this some- 
what lame attempt to disclose ‘posi- 
tion on the air’ as a growing prob- 
lem for broadcasters, I can only 
state that peak audience time is the 
product of entertainment value and 
that listeners soon discover good en- 
tertainment regardless of the broad- 
casting time. 











ing Commish personnel and Richard 
{M. Casto, West Virginia broadcaster 
| who is on the legal firm’s clientele 
roster. 


When Kaufman finished his spiel- | 
| ing, all Commissioners agreed there | 
| was ample basis for going further. 
| Kaufman reputedly produced much 





stronger evidence than the Commish | 
previously had seen when the 
charges were preferred. Grapevine | 





Other Side 





Several efforts to contact Attor- 
neys Segal and Smith to permit 
them the privilege of replying to 
or commenting upon the various 
stories circulating in Washington 
were made. 

VARIETY was unable to get the 
the lawyers’ office to complete or 
return calls. 











version is that the attorney's find- 
ings will be turned over to the U. S. 
District Attorney. Before taking the 
Segal-Smith job, Kaufman, who is 
backed by Senator Robert F. Wag- 
ner, had made a 100% record for 
the government prosecuting immi- 
gration racket cases, 


Story Denied 


Story that Kaufman had proposi- 
tioned the legal team to confess to 
‘technical violation’ of F.C.C. regs 
in return for a nolle prosse of the 
charges drew disclaimers at the 
Commish. None of the members 
who voted for the hearing was in- 
formed of any potential deal, two 





WASHINGTON DENIES STORY THAT F. C. C. 
OFFERED TO TRADE’ PLEA FOR CLEMENCY 


Segal-Smith Law Firm Scheduled for Public eo 
Sept. 13—Special Prosecutor Kaufman Recom- 
mends Follow Through—Plenty of Buzzing 





telling Variety they never had heard 
of the idea and indicating doubt that 
the prosecutor would have offered 
to make peace without informing his 
superiors. Instead of showing a be- 
lief the case ought to be pigeon- 
holed, Kaufman recommended going 
through to the finish and giving the 
fiingered lawyers a direct quizzing. 

Similarly denied was another yarn 
that the barristers had offered to 
take a 60-day suspension in order to 
duck the hearing. Standing pat.on 
the formal answer which declared 
there was no deception intendedcs 
lawyers insisted they are innocent 
of any punishable offense. Would 
not take a spanking in order to 
escape embarrassment of occupying 
the witness chair, they averred., 


DAMON RUNYON TALES 
WITH AUTHOR—IDEA 


Marcus Griffin, N. Y. Sunday En- 
quirer’s Broadway columnist, has 
hooked up with Larry Hammond to 
sell Damon Runyon short stories for 
the air. 

Runyon also skedded to appear on 
the program personally. 








Austrian Chancellor’s 
Frere Directs Program 





Vienna, July 9. 

Arthur von Schuschnigg, brother 
of Austrian chancellor Kurt v. 
Schuschnigg, made his debut as radio 
director, producimg operetta ‘Blue 
Flower,’ music by Hans Kunz, lyrics 
by Otto Oegyn, 

In cast were stars of pre-war days, 
Ernst Tautenhayn and Louise Kare 
tousch, 
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COOL OFF wm. 
WMCA 


AIR-CONDITIONED 
PROGRAM 


Why get yourself over-heated trying to think 
up a new Fall program for your client! The cou- 
pon below will bring quick relief from too much 
friction of the cerebral glands. We've done the 


perspiring for you when we built these air- 


Bertram Lebhar, Jr., Director of Sales 
WMCA, 1697 Broadway 
New York City 


If you can keep us cool—we're for you! We're in the market for a program 
of the following type: 
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Edge Bergen From $300 to $2,800 
In Latest Network Phenomenon 





Besides having become the torch- 
bearer for a comeback of the ven- 
triloquists, Edgar Bergen with his 
equally well-known dummy, ‘Charlie 
McCarthy,’ has jumped into the big 
money brackets. From $300 a week, 
Bergen is now worth $2,800 a week 
from the J. Walter Thompson agency 
for his Chase & Sanborn Sunday 


night chores, and the next bracket is | 
That’s a new high} 


said to be $3,500. 
mark for ventriloquist acts. 
Bergen’s ether buildup has 
established a couple of other prec 
edents, most signal of which that his 
dummy, McCarthy, gets equal bill- 
ing and, in some respects, is perhaps 
a bit better known than the voice 
behind the puppet. The other is 
that the Bergen-McCarthy vogue has 
revived ventriloquial acts for the 
niteries, variety stage, etc. So much 


also 


so that the Frank Marshall dummy | 


factory reports working overtime, all 
credited to Bergen’s ascendancy. The 
‘Charlie McCarthy’ dummies, in min- 


day (19) took a second bow for a 
p.a. stunt which David E. Green, 
Boswell to Bergen staged last De- 
cember with the aid of Glenn Mc- 
Naughton, Wall street attorney. It 
was via a $10,000 trust fund, in Ber- 
| gen’s will, for indigent ventriloquists, 


|to be known as the Charlie Mc- 
|Carthy Fund, It’s a bona fide docu- 
lment and Attorney McNaughton 
queried the staid Law Journal for 


info on any legal precedent having 
to do with willing funds to an in- 
| animate object such as a ventrilo- 
|quist’s dummy. Story was widely 
picked up and the Law Journal at 
first was inclined to pout, but when 
the N. Y. Times last week devoted 
another editorial to Bergen and his 
|}dummy, the Law Journal then took 
{bends for having first started the 
| stunt. 





Al Bernard on NBC 
Al Bernard goes back on the NBC 


jiature, are also being commercially | Blue network next week (27), airing 


merchandized and an extra impetus 
will be lent when the ‘Goldwyn Fol- 
lies’ is released, with a tieup whereby 
the McCarthy puppets are exploita- 
tion giveaways. 

New York Law Journal on Mon- 


itwice weekly (Tuesdays and Fri- 
'days), from 5 to 5:15 p.m. Act will 
|have Ted Reese and the Melodiers, 
| vocal quartet. 

Billed as ‘Al Bernard, the Gentle- 
iman from the South.’ 





| KRKD from 





NBC Seeks Dorothy Dix 


NBC Artists Service is going to 
make a bid to put Dorothy Dix, 
newspaper syndicated columnist, un- 
der its guidon for radio. Daniel S. 
Tuthill, assistant director of the 
Service, will do the contacting next 
week when he returns from his va- 
cation, 

Miss Dix, 67-year-old resident of 
New Orleans, has never aired, 


KRKD Sale Off, Won't 
Try to Buck Comish Rule 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
Rather than take on the added ex- 





pense of counsel fees in furtherance | 


of their determination to purchase 
Frank Doherty, J. F. 
Burke and Loyal King 
drawn their offer of $150,000 for the 
transmitter. 

Examiner submitted an adverse re- 
port on the transaction to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, 
severely criticizing the price tag as 
‘trafficking in licenses.’ 





Fels Soap has switched to an 
earlier spot on a split CBS hookup, 
9:30 a.m., so that Gold Medal Flour 
could have the 1 p.m. setup on an 


across the board basis and coast to| meeting of the Equity radio group | 


coast. Fels at the same time in- 
creased its frequency from two to 
three 15-minute periods a week. 





Aw only this way can you 
reach the rich market known as 
the Great Northeast. WGY is the 


only single medium with the power 








and popularity to reach the millions 
in central and eastern New York 
State and Western New England. 


A Basic Red Network Station 
Programmed and Represented by NBC 


have with-| 
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Equity in Radio 
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(Continued from page 1) 


and that if Equity does not do it, 
they will have to face one of these 
other groups less experienced, less 
wise and less concerned with the 
welfare of the industry as a whole.’ 

In its house organ, the actors’ asso- 
ciation’ heads point out that since the 
Four A’s was organized in July, 1919, 
and Equity was granted jurisdiction, 
in the ensuing struggle with 
managers it received inestimable 
service from the A.F.L. 

‘Without 





its help, it is doubtful 
that Equity would have won that 
fight. In the following years, that 
relationship (with other stage 
unions) has grown stronger and 
| closer. Equity has never been more 
| completely in understanding and ac- 
|cord with Federal Labor than it is 
| today.’ 

Met on Monday 


Before proceeding further with 
any attempt to line up the performer 
field of radio, Actors’ Equity Assn. 
| will try to find some acceptable or- 
| ganizational setup for conducting the 
drive. That was the principal de- 
velopment at the second ‘secret’ 
Monday (19) night. About 150 per- 
sons attended the confab and again 
the proceedings were supposed to be 
very hush-hush. 





present left before the meeting was 
over, a temporary board of directors 
of 15 members to serve two months, 
was decided upon. Nominations were 
made and vote was taken, but owing 
to lateness of the hour the result of 
the election was not learned. Steer- 
ing committee, appointed last week, 
was dissolved. 

Idea of the board of directors was 
suggested after the powwow devel- 
oped into a wholesale squawkfest re- 
garding all sorts of alleged abuses in 
radio, as to rehearsals and rehearsal 
times, fees for various types of pro- 


grams and _e particularly against 
agency fees in radio. Suggestion 


was finally made that no ‘abuses’ 
could be corrected or controlled un- 
til some definite organization was 
formed to represent the performers 
on complaints. 

Before that routine was agreed 
upon, however, a tentative slate of 
standard fees and rehearsal rules 
was listed for future submission to 
the stations and advertising agencies. 
In general, fees were set at the aver- 
age level maintained by the larger 
(and better paying) agencies. While 
no concrete organizational setup was 
adopted, consensus of opinion seemed 
to be that the proposed Radio Di- 
vision of Equity have separate char- 
ter officers, treasury and administra- 
tive autonomy. 

Resolution was adopted 
mending that arbitration authority 
be delegated to a radio board of di- 
rectors and members of the Equity 
council, the Equity reps at no time 
to outnumber the radio reps. 

Gillmore, Turner Attend 


Frank Gillmore, Equity president, 
attended the meeting and spoke. Paul 
N. Turner, counsel for Equity, was 
also present. Understood the Screen 
Actors’ Guild was not represented, 
however. 


into radio, sevéral complications 
loom. Besides the reported opposi- 
tion of NBC and the possible cool- 
ness of CBS, there are a large per- 
centage of Equity members active 
in radio who resent the entrance of 
the non-radio experienced Equity 
group. Former, whose income from 
broadcasting far exceeds the oc- 
casional wages they get from legit, 
feel they are more concerned and 
have a much more comprehensive 
knowledge of the radio field than 
some of the Equity members who 
are active in the current drive, but 
who don’t broadcast and presumably 
have nothing to lose if the campaign 
flops. 
Up te the Big Stars 


Conceded by a number of those 
interested in Equity’s entrance into 
the field that the success or failure 
of the drive depends largely on the 
star names of radio—the Jack 
Benays. Eddie Cantors, Fred Allens. 
Phil Bakers, Al Jolsons, and others 
who are admittedly necessary to the 


agencies and networks under the 
present radio setup. 
Just what the attitude of those 


stars would or will be is not known. 
Most of them are understood to be 
laying low at the moment, feeling 
they have too much to lose to make 
a wrong move until they see which 
way the cat jumps. Also remaining 





the | 


Although a great number of those | 


! 
recom- 


In the Equity organization drive | 


very quiet are the announcers, who 
have been invited to the two Equity 
meetings but have stayed away 
rather than risk being stepped on by 
the networks. : 


Position of the opera and concert 
artists in the matter is likewise stil] 
in the air. Feeling among a re- 
spectable portion of them is under- 
stood to be opposed to Equity as 
the representative for radio per- 
formers. Formation of a new or- 
| ganization in radio will, they think 
| involve too much additional expense 
|and jurisdictional red tape between 
the various classes of performers. 
Also, according te some, Equity’s 
| recent record in legit is not such as 
to inspire them with confidence as 
possible radio artist representative. 

Musical Artists Guild 


American Guild of Musical Artists, 
which clain®&$ more than 200 mem- 
i bers of the opera and concert field. 
|including the biggest names, is 
watching the situation closely. Meet- 
ing will probably be held within the 
next few days and discussion of the 
question will undoubtedly take 
place. Until it wins recognition and 
a charter from the AAAA, however 
AGMA’s hands are virtually tied in 
ithe matter. That charter is already 
|held by the Grand Opera Artists 
Assoc. of America and movement is 
under way for amalgamating the 
two groups. Petitions are being cir- 





| 


culated among GOAAA for the 
merge. 
What is stirring the dramatic 


players’ activity toward organization 
of radio, besides the threat of CIO 
entry into the situation and the al- 
leged ‘abuses,’ is the acknowledged 
fact that performer fees for radio 
are steadily dropping. Price for a 
dramatic recording job, generally 
leveled at around $10 a year or so 
ago, has slipped to about $5 now and 
is expected to settle to $2.50 unless 
quick action is taken. 


In live shows a similar movement 
has been going on. Where from $35 
to $50 a 15-minute broadcast was 
formerly the generally recognized 
average among the first-rank agen- 
cies, the scale has shrunk to around 
$25 to $35 for a similar shot. Black- 
| ett-Sample-Hummert, which handles 
| the majority of the minor dramatic 
| serials current on the air, pays from 
| $12.50 to a maximum (for important 
| 

parts) of $25. 


EQUITY TAKES IN 
COAST RADIO 
GUILD 











Hollywood, July 209. 

Actors Equity has taken under its 
wing Radio Artists Guild and ac- 
corded the coasters the distinction 
of being Radio Equity, Local No. 1. 
Group includes all local radio work- 
ers with the exception of white col- 
| lar workers and technicians, latter 
| expected to cast their lot with Inter- 
| national Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employes. 

Equity’s radio alignment here will 
bring around 300 new members into 
the fold. To date nearly 100 have 
signed, with the remaining group 
expected to be firmly ensconced in 
another 60 days. Equity is canceling 
past indebtedness of former mem- 
bers taken in with the radio alliance 
for a flat cash payment of $10. 

President of Radio Equity here is 
Norman Field, veteran free lance air 
actor. Other officers are William 
Lawrence, first vice president; Duana 
Thompson, second v.p.; Thomas Free- 
bairn-Smith, third v.p.; Ralph Scott, 





secretary, and J. Donald Wilson, 
treasurer, 
Board of directors will compris@ 


21 members. 





Cleghorn Back to WMC 


Memphis, July 30. 
John H. Cleghorn, former 
gram and ~publicity director 
WMC, who resigned in December, 
1935, to join staff of Station WKY in 
Oklahoma City, returns to WMC as 
program director. 
He succeeds Fred W. (Doc Sun- 
shine) Roth, who has resigned to 
re-enter the ministry. 








pi O- 
for 











" 


_ 


i: ec aegae 














Lt, 








ee 





Wednesday, July 21, 1937 





VARIETY 


43 





=———— 





























VARIETY 


Radio 
Directory . 


COMPLETED! 


The first annual VARIETY 





RADIO 


DIRECTORY will be ready for dis- 
tribution shortly. 


Dedicated as a reference work and 
aid for use by station managers, 
agency executives, program produc- 
ers, sponsors and the Press. 


We suggest you order your copy now. 


Price $5 the copy. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


NEW YORK 
154 West 46th St. 


CHICAGO 
04 W. Randolph St. 
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Face-Lifting an Old Station 


By Col Harry C. Wilder 
Pres. WSYR-WJTN-WNBX 





When we acquired stock in station 
WNBX in Springfield, Vt.. we were 
naturally quick to realize that we 
had two alternatives. First, we could 


call in Uncle Ezra and let him run 
it as ‘the powerful little five watter 
down in Rosedale,’ or we could try 
to make a real station out of the 
mess of haybarn facilities. 
alternative was out of the question, 
since WNBX was already operating 
on 1,000 watts power, and most of 
us who have been in this radio busi- 
ness long enough have learned that 
to step backward is to step out. So 
we. slecided to build a real station 
in Springfield, Vt., worthy of that 
1 Kw. 

I recall my first trip to WNBX. 
There was an old decrepit studio, a 


small office cluttered with desks 
and papers, a control room filled 
with ancient records, a system 


whereby an operator gauged con- 
trols, spun discs and barked out 
35-cent announcements extolling the 
merits of all-wool suits with 
pants at $3.98, with the suitcase and 
tissue paper thrown in. 

Now, of course, it is elementary 
to state that the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission demands that a 
station operate in public interest, 
convenience, and necessity. It is 
also elementary to state that if you 
want advertising contracts you must 
have a listening audience, and if you 
want a listening audience you have 
got to give them something to listen 


to. So putting two and two to- 
gether, it didn’t require any mathe- 
matical. genius to determine that 


something must be done quickly to 
build a new WNBX, 

We retained an advertising 
agency, to make a complete survey 
of the station to determine its pos- 
sibilities, survey the entire cover- 
age area, to map and plan the sta- 


tion growth, indeed to blue print the | 
















ROCHESTER 
PREFERS 





First | 


two | 


entire future development 


WNBX 


monters are pretty industrious 
people, but I can assure you that 
many of the citizens of Springfield 
were amazed at the speed with 
which things moved during the first 
few months of this year. We took 
over the top 





|ful studios and offices. In 

we tried to make our plant the Radio 
City of the Twin States—Vermont 
and New Hampshire. 


We supplemented our station staff 


with a 
new announcers, 

program managers, 
ers, clerical help. 
new employes had 


well-trained personnel—in 
production men, 
continuity writ- 

Many of our 
been with NBC 


| and other stations. Several were 
| further trained by our agency in 
| their specific duties before being 
| sent to Springfield. 

Stunts 


We held auditions at which hun- 
dreds of amateurs and professionals 


were presented in actual, on-the- 
ail performances, with listeners 
choosing the best of the lot for 


placement. Upon the conclusion of 
la series of programs in which all 
| these performers are retained on a 
|}commercial basis, every artist on 
our station, without exception, will 
| be placed on a paid scale. Small, of 
course, but cash. In addition to our 
|new live talent programs—and we 
built dozens of them, designed to 
appeal to the areas in which we 
| operate—we rely on leading tran- 
scribed services and in early morn- 
ing the better phonograph records 
| available to help make up our local 
shows. In addition, one of our first 
moves was to bring in United Press 
news —complete service, including 
fashions, sports, etc. Five-minute 
news bulletins are broadcast every 
hour, on the hour. 
la number of programs in which 
news was incorporated with other 
| entertainment. 


We built spelling bees, singing 
| shows, Man on the Street broad- 
| casts, ran the entire gamut of local 
| sport features. We traveled miles to 
| pick up a sport feature of interest to 
| our listeners. We open our station’s 
facilities to leaders in a wide variety 
lof fields who have messages of 
| specific importance. 
|leaders of all religious denomina- 
tions to use our facilities, 

WNBX adopted the 
‘Planned Programming.’ 


policy of 
A system 


whereby in definite hours of the day | 


(as determined by actual and fre- 
quent surveys) various types of pro- 














GO’WAY HOT STUFF: 


Im busy / 


Heat wave... vacations... ? 


Yeah, we've got 


thermometer troubles, but that’s all. Business is 
good. Listeners are listening ... and buying]!- That's 
the WHIO summer picture. 


SPEAKING OF BUSINESS, HOW’sS THIS: 


WHIO Local Business, 


June, 1937— 


Up 59.1% Over 1936 


WHIO National Spot, 


June, 1937— 


Up 48.7% Over 1936 
WHIO Network Business, June, 1937— 
Up 72.0% Over 1936 


THE TEST STATION 
OF THE NATION 


DAYTON, OHIO 


oni A: 


JOHN BLAIR & CO 





of 


It is generally known that Ver- | 


floor of the leading | 
office building—new, modern, color- | 
short, | 


We inaugurated | 


We encourage | 








| Stunt Goes Blah 


Columbus, July 20. 

| There’s a note of embarrass- 
jj} ment around the WCOL promo- 
tion department these days. 
‘| Sent a pilot 1500 feet above 
the city to drop 1,000 throw- 
aways plugging David Penn’s 
news broadcasts. 

Idea was that the handbills 
would drop from the sky while 
Bob Seal, street reporter, was 
on the air, giving him a chance 
to bring passers-by to the mike 
to talk about it. 

WCOL staff is still hoping to 
find one of the sheets in a dark 
downtown corner, but no luck. 
Figure the entire batch must 
have floated somewhere into 
the rural districts in the high 
wind, 











grams are presented. Thus the 
housewife knows when to tune in to 
hear recipes; the sports lover knows 
when his favorite program will be 
| presented; those who like classical 
music, and those who prefer jazz, 
know just when they will be on the 
air. This system gives to the ad- 
vertiser an opportunity to place his 
message before a tailor-made audi- 
ence. The advertiser may now buy 
the exact period in which he can 
address the largest possible audience 
in which he is interested. 
When the new studios and 
entire new setup were formally dedi- 
cated, with appropriate ceremonies 
early in May, an entire week was 
'get aside for the presentation of 
big, live variety shows, using prom- 
inent people of the Twin States, 
{members of civic clubs, industrial- 
ministers, judges, senators, 
members of the Farm Bureau, 
ing educators. 
Col. Jim Healey were brought over. 
Shortly after this WNBX announced 
a tie-in with the Mutual, Yankee and 
Colonial networks. By making this 
tie-in the station now is able to 
present the best of the sustaining 
programs of these three ne‘wocks, 
particularly dance music, for the 
hosts of vacationists who throng to 
| Vermont and New Hampshire during 
the summer months. Off the Colo- 
| nial network comes all home games 
of the Bosten, American and Na- 


| ists, 


sponsorship of General Millis 
(Wheaties) and Socony Vacuum Oil 
| Co. Lots of interest in this feature. 
| Because these folks never see a 
major league game. 

A lot of money has been spent at 
WNBX—a lot of time and work has 


lead- | 
Bradley Kincaid and | 
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Launching a New Station 


By F. C. 
Manager KGLO, 


Every station operator and man- 
ager has a number of ideals that he 
hopes to uphold when a new station 
is opened. However, after the sta- 
tion gets under way, a great many 
of these worthy causes are lost in 
the shuffle, because the excitement 
of ringing the cash register makes 
him forget the future. 


My experience in radio dates back 
only to the beginning of the depres- 
sion, when things were really tough. 
Radio was in the growing stage and 
very little thought was given to 
sound business and technical prac- 
tice. Since that time radio has grad- 
uated, and today has time to look 
ahead and see what the future holds 
tor it 

From my small experience I should 
like to mention a few of the things 
which, I believe, every station man- 
ager should do when he opens a 
new station. 

1. A competent consulting engineer 


should be engaged to give the station ! 


the finest technical set-up available. 
One which can be expanded when 
increases in power are 
minimum of expense. No attempt 
should be made to be penurious in 
the purchase of equipment. 

2. A study of the area to be cov- 
ered by the station should be made 


| preceding the date of opening. Ques- 


| practice. 


tional League teams under the joint | 


gone into building the station from 
| its original amateur condition. Was | 
it worth it? Well, to begin with, 


| the first three months of 1937 showed 
|a revenue increase of something less 
than 100 per cent over any previous 
| three months in the station’s history. 
The second three months of this year 
| showed an increase of 133 per cent 
over the corresponding period of 
jlast year. Best of all, even with 
the advent of warm weather, the 
revenue figures day by day, week by 
| week, month by month, are climb- 


ing. The graph’s trend is decidedly | §99,000 folks who were hungry for 


|a good station and a good signal. 


upward. 
On His Lap 


We have learned alot from WNBX. 
We have learned that a small station 





| Capital of the Twin States.’ 


tions designed to find out what the | 


listener of that territory wants in 
the way of entertainment should be 
asked. I believe that if this practice 
is followed more closely by station 
operators there will be fewer slips. 

In hiring your program staff, be 
sure that you obtain people who 
have a flare for showmanship. Folks 
who infuse the program with their 
own personality will pay dividends 
far in excess of the few dollars extra 
per week you may have to pay for 
this type of employee. 


3. Give a lot of thought to your | 


sales set-up. Be sure your rate card 
conforms throughout with best sales 
Make it easy for people 
to read, even the layman. Stick to 
your rates. Put all the rates on 
your card. No one has any respect 
for a chiseler or the one who has 
been chiseled. Don’t sell the adver- 
tiser what he wants. Sell him what 
he should have to do the job most 
effectively. 


the broadcasts can get results. Mer- 





spend money—if the spending is 
done _intelligently—it’s one of the 
quickest ways of earning back both 
the initial expenditure and the 
reasonable profit. 

The town domiciling a station is 
not important. This, I think, is our 
discovery. 

You have heard of Vermont and 
New Hampshire and we have worked 
hard to make WNBX the ‘Radio 
The 
recent evidence of how well this 
job has been done is known to some 


In so doing we have perhaps blazed 


'a new path in broadcasting and have 


can really go places when it is given | 


a break, when it is properly handled. | 


After all, 
in several 


the story of WNBX is, 
respects, the story of 
WJTN, Jamestown. When I entered 
the control room of WOCL—the 
station’s previous call letters—for 
first time, I found a single oper- 
ator on duty. It was winter and 
| bitterly cold. An oil stove emitted 
| lots of smoke and doubtful warmth 
, in the corridor adjacent to the con- 
| trol room. The engineer was reclin- 
ing in a rickety easy chair. On his 
| lap sat a high school girl. The room 
| was filled with kids of vari us ages. 
A phonograph record squeaked to its 
dying finish, and the engineer, turn- 
ing announcer, opened the mike and 
said: ‘Now, what shall we play for 
our next selection?’ The girl on his 
lap screamed, ‘Let’s have the ‘St 
| Louis Blues.’ So he played the ‘St. 
Louis Blues.” You can hardly blame 
the fellow. After all, it was bitter 





cold and only a single small oil steve | 


| stood outside his control room. He 
| had te be nice. 

I've never been much of a booster 
for engineers doubling in brass as 
announcers. I’ve been even less a 
booster for station personnel per- 
forming their duties closely sur- 
rounded by young members of the 
opposite sex. 

We're still learning, but -:om ow 
radio experience thus far with 
WSYR, WJTN and WNBX, particu- 
larly in the latter case, we have dis- 
covered two salient points. First, 
radio is show business and as such 
demands showmanship treatment. 
Secondly, it pays and pays well to 





had a lot of fun caine the Jeb. 


granted at a | 


Refuse short time con- | 
tracts if you don’t sincerely believe | 


Eighmey 
Mason City, Iowa 


chandise his program, and co-oper- 
ate fully with each and every ac. 
count, no matter how small. In set- 
ting up your rate basis, make it 
easier for your advertiser to buy 
programs and harder to buy spot an- 
nouncements. This will tend to sell 
him the program idea so that you 


can increase his expenditure from 
year to year. 
Refrain from accepting question- 


able accounts that might jeopardize 
those you already have. Get net- 
work production on your local shows 
(this may be hard to do, but it will 
pay in the long run), 


4. Advertise your business. Pro- 
| mote it for all it’s worth. Do ex- 
actly what you preach to others. 


Sel! the people in your listening area 
on the fact that your station is the 
brightest spot on the dial. Do mis- 
sionary work among regional adver- 
tisers, very few of whom today have 
had a good experience with radio, 
because this is the market from 
which a share of your business will 
have to come in the future. 





I believe that, no matter how 
| small the station or what the com- 
| munity, that it is possible to make 


that station the dominating factor im 
the community it serves. No broad- 
caster will ever do it unless he is 
willing to make an_ investment 
greater than he expected to when 
he got his construction permit from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, 

Every dollar that is intelligently 
| spent in. promotion of the station end 
by buying equipment, building pro- 
grams or in general promotion, will 
be returned twofold, if this practice 
is made a part of his. everyday 
operation, Do not try to high hat 
the folks. Just become a part and 
parcel of their everyday existence, 
and I assure you success in capital 
letters will follow your efforts. 








| 


| Benj. David with WOR 


| Benjamin David, former vaude 
| agent, has joined the WOR Artists 
Bureau and is contacting the ad 
|} agencies on talent sales. It’s a new 
| development with the bureau. 

David operates under the super- 
vision of Nat Abramson. 

Herman Bernie’s Anguet Trip 
Herman Bernie goes to the Coast 
i the latter part of August to line up 
guests for Ben’s American Can show. 
Program begins originating in Holly- 
wood August 24. 

Agent expects to be gone some 
time. 
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NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
EDWARD PETRY & CO. 

















than from all its gold 
The 








station, KLZ. 


and 


Representative - 


Greater is this state’s income from its tourist trade 


$100,000,000 which 
Denver-Rocky Mountain region this summer as- 
sures an active, able-to-buy market for months 
to come... a market easy and economical to 
reach and influence through this region's favorite 


Affiliated in Management with WKY 
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the Oklahoma Pubhshing Co. 


E. +i SPECIAL ADVERTISING AGENCY 
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Stations and Their Sales Reps Perennially Critical— 


— 


Events Seen Moving Toward Change 


By DAN GOLDBERG 
Chicago, July 20. 
Stations and representatives are 
geen by many observers as nearing 
@ drastic revision of the station rep- 


resentation status quo. This may 
reach a decisive issue during 
1937-38. Unwritten rules of the 


station rep business may be kicked 
into the alley. 

Two major changes which are now 
¢hreatened are (1) stations opening 
offices in Chicago and 
New York, and possibly Detroit and 
the Coast, (2) the ending of the 
15% of commissions to keep a rep 
office out of the red. These stations 
see a direct similarity between the 


sales 


own 


history of newspaper representation | 


and radio representation, and insist 
that radio will follow the same curve 
which will mean 
sion as the business climbs. 
‘Bonus’ System 

Several reps which at present have 
in their pos: contracts which 
plainly call for 15% commission are 
in reality receiving than that 


esion 


less 


percentage, the kickback coming in| 


the shape of ‘bonus’ in a few in- 
stances, but usually as in the form 
of stock in the rep firm held by the 
stations; which gives the station 
dividends out of the rep firm’s earn- 
ings 

On the other side of the fence are 
several instances in the biz which 
have stations giving reps more than 
the regular 15% commission. This is 
true in the cases of the small 
tions which seek association with top 
flight reps, especially where the 
reps do not handle a large commis- 


sion setup on exclusive representa- | 


tion. 

While there are many 
which are more or less open secrets 
fin the business and which call for 
less than the standard 15% commis- 
sion, the stations and representa- 


tives are beginning to come out into | few stations which can turn a deaf | the 


the open with frankly less than 15% 


lessened commis- 


sta- | 


‘deals’ | 


on national sales. Especially is this 


true of the smaller reps and those | 


which are just trying to break into 
the rep fields. 

Basis of the lowering percentage 
is the booming national radio busi- 


ness and the greatly upped rate 
cards throughout the stations. Sta- 
tions are blunt in their insistence 
that the 15% commission was all 


right and proper in the early days 
of radio when selling was tough and 
the reps had to do missionary work, 


and when the rates were generally 
so low that it took a long list of 


Stations to make up for the lack of 
diversified action. They believe, and 
the stations agree, that since they 
j} are concentrating on a 
they rate an added percentage 
cause of this specialization. 

| On the side of the big stations the 
trend is unquestionably towards their 
own sales organizations in the key 
cities. With WOR having success- 
fully established exclusive WOR 
office in Chicago, other stations are 


an 


on this point. Among those which 
have thought of their own offices are 
KMBC. Kansas City; KOIL, Omaha 
and KFAB, Lincoln; Don Lee 
work on the coast, WLS, Chicago; 
WGN, Chicago, and others. 

This type of set-up becomes espe- 
|cially attractive to stations which 
|look up their books and discover 
they are paying anywhere from $25,- 


|000 to $75,000 commission annually 
for national sales representation, 
|and for which figure they believe 
| they can get better and exclusive 


| service for the same amount of coin, 


less. 
Transamerican is also causing im- 
| portant changes in the representa- 


tion picture by bringing back a pro- 


gram-creation aspect to the brokerage 
| business in a new light. There are 


lear to Transamerican’s insistence 


few stations | 
be- | 


beginning to ponder more earnestly | 


net- | 


or even for an outlay considerably | 


PHILLY UNION TALKS 


Philadelphia, July 20. 
YW is causing consternation at 

WCAU and WFIL, 
| proposed united front, by continued 
| refusal to pledge itself in the ‘until- 
' death-do-us-part’ pact of the radio 
stations against the Musicians’ Local 
here. 

WCAU and WFIL have their hands 
| firmly clapsed, but fear that KYW, 
which has already made a private 
agreement with Jan Savitt Orchestra 
to return in the fall, will step out 
and reach an independent pact with 
Union. 


o AND ASKED IN 


KY 


Meantime Union's exec board has 
nixed offers made by stations at con- 
fab two weeks ago There will be 
another get-together of reps of three 
stations and union officers on Fri- 
day 

Doc Levy’s offer for WCAU was 
for 16 men at $48. Union holds this 
too low for combo sustaining-com- 
| mercial pacter station wants. It is 
demanding 22 men at $55. 


Don Withycomb of WFIL offered 
renewal of recently expired termer 


which called for 14 men at $37. 
Union wants 18 at $48. Les Joy, 
KYW g.m., is asking 18 musickers 
at $45, while Union Prexy Tomei 
asks 20 at $52. 

| Norman Jay ‘(Norman J. Gins- 


| berg), former publisher Philly Jew- 
| ish World, will do weekly news 
round-up and editorial comment on 
| WFIL for £5 minutes Friday nights, 
| starting this week. 





i|that they want commission only on 
| business that they develop; that they 
| don’t want an exclusive deal which 
| would take in transom contracts. 
| This argument is proving so strong 
|to many stations throughout the 
|country that they are now signatur- 
ing ‘exclusive’ rep contracts which 
are exclusive, with the exception of 


business turned into the station by 
Transamerican. Even in the cases 
where there are contracts already 
outstanding, the. stations are insist- 


ing that the reps permit the inclu- 
sion of a codicil clause permitting 
acceptance of business from 
| Transamerican. 


and weakening | 





| 
| 
| 
i 
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By BEN BODEC 


Timeliness and_ resourcefulness 


have become the shibboleths of net- | 


word promotion. The idea 
shooter and the snappy brochure 
creator have taken rating over the 
heavy thinker and the questionnaire 
juggler. 

What now comes 
work 


spot 


through the net- 
promotion mill shows for the 
most part a sharp evaluation of yes- 
terday’s, or today’s, broadcast doings 


It all calls for fast moving. A net- 
work shows up brightly in the han- 
dling of a spot event and in a day 
or two there’s a smartly confected 


piece in the outgoing mail tom-tom- 
ing the achievement and lending il- 
lustrations to the bow-taking. 
New dispensation of things 
largely due to the fact that the net- 
works’ concern with long range pro- 
motional planning has been reduced 
to a minimum, as regards inside or- 
ganization activity. The function of 
developing and arraying statistical 
arguments for radio have been taken 
over, or assigned, to 
project, the Joint 
Radio Research. Relieved of this 
work, the network promotion de- 
partment is free to ply all hands in 
the creation of quick, timely proposi- 
tions. This putting of the heavy sur- 
vey stuff on an industry basis is re- 


is 


a 
Committee 


co-operative 
on 


Forecast Zip, Mobility in 1937-38 
Network Promotion a La Carte 


on the Kentucky Derby theme. 
If This Fight Could Have Been 
Broadcast: a pictorial and factual 


| tale of NBC’s ranking in the airing 


of championship § and 
heavy bouts. 

The Greatest Forum in the World: 
what NEC was doing to the getting 
over side S 


important 


in the debate on the reor- 


ganization of the VU. S. Supreme 
Court 

Show Folks We Thank You 
spreading the bows as well as tak- 
ing them on the floods’ broadcasts. 

Columbia like NBC put some ef- 
fective folders on the Coronation 
coverage, with the former showing 
an artistic edge through the piece 


tagged, ‘Not Soon Forgotten.’ Other 
recent spot pieces from the CBS mill 
that have captured attention in- 
volved that network's broadcast of 
the modern verre drama, ‘Fall of the 
City,’ and the Shakespeare series. 


Joe E. Brown in Chicago; 
Will Run Baseball School 


Chicago, July 20 
Arriving Sunday (25), Joe E. 
Brown will do three weeks as guest 
announcer on the Kellogg-WJJD 


| baseball broadcast, and also conduct 


the public park baseball school dur- 
ing the same period for that sponsor. 

Makes the second session for the 
picture star, as he also did the opnen- 


| ing week announcing for ball games. 


garded by the web pamphlets and 
brochure pushers as an idea situa- 
tion. 

Following are some recent sample: 
from the NBC’s spot promotional | 
mill: 


For All Sports: a bit of pictorial 


| bally on the network's prominence in 


the various fields of sports. 

It Won't Be Long: what NBC was 
doing to pick up the latest inter- 
play of planetary forces. 

Boy Scout Jamboree: a folder on 
the Washington get-together, with 
25,000 copies distributed among the 
scouts to take back home as sou- 


|venirs and another 15,000 mailed to 


educators and social service workers. 
You Can’t Lose: a breezy recital 


Duluth Seeks Tourists 


St. Louis, July 20. 


To attract tourist trade from St. 
| Louis territory. Duluth, Minn., 
Chamber of Commerce has cone 


‘ 


tracted for a number of 50-word spot 
announcements over KMOX. 


This is first time an out-of-town 
Chamber of Commerce has pure 
chased time here to exploit attrace 
tions of their town. 





, 








NIGHTS DREAM: 


50,000 WATTS 





MIDSUMMER 


More Markets Like Philly 
With Mediums Like .... 
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ROBERT A. STREET. Commercial Manager 


PHILADELPHIA 
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Programs—Not Time—Is the Thing 


By JOHN L. CLARK 


President, Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 





Radio time is more often bought than sold. Time itself is worthless. 
It is the use of it that determines its value. When the radio broad- 
casting industry is faced with the necessity of doing a real selling 
job, those who accept this responsibility will find that their first job 
will be to provide something that is decidedly lacking at present, 
and that is new, interesting programs. 

Radio time will continue to be bought. Programs used in it will be 
sold. Within the near future more and more time-selling organiza- 
tions will install program departments. They will retain writers, 
producers and contract talent. They will prepare many auditions 
and learn to expect to sell only a small percentage of them. They 


WPAY, P’tsm'th, 


advertisers is most alarming. 


— 
. 


tically monopolize the air. 
denly be faced with the problem 


could put radio broadcasting deep 
they all agree on one thing—that 
vertising. Several big advertisers 


to maintain its influence on the p 





will plough back most of their commissions into this work, but will 
prosper as a result of a much greater volume of business. 


Despite a peak year in broadcasting, the mortality rate of important 
Much of the increased volume has been 
due to the expansion of a half dozen advertisers, who, combined, prac- 
If these advertisers alone should sud- 
rial and should decide to stop broadcasting until they found it, they 

In talking with several of the former users of radio advertising, 
ment value could be produced, they would again consider radio ad- 


from the air in 1937 and 1938 for the same reason. 


tising effect, immediate attention must be given to programs by those 
who devote their energy to broadcasting exclusively. 


of finding suitable program mate- 
in the red. 

is, if a program of real entertain- 
of 1936 and 1937 will be missing 


If broadcasting is 
eople and consequently its adver- 











RADIO SHOWMANSHIP 


Attention-Getters, 





Outstanding Stunts: 





RADIO LOG IN PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 
WICC, BRIDGEPORT 











Radie Log in Public Library 
Bridgeport. 

To get around exclusion of listings 
in New Haven dailies, WICC is fur- 
nishing public libraries in Elm City 
with weekly time tables, which are 
posted on bulletin boards in read- 
eries. 

Thus, plus plants in suburban 
sheets, gives Yankee webber partial 
coverage in city where it runs a 
substation. 





‘Traffic Violator’s School’ 
Cleveland. 


In an effort to combat unusual 
number of traffic fatalities in Cleve- 
land this year (114 killed up to 
July 15), WHK and WAY, will 
launch an extensive safety campaign. 
Local police and fire department will 
co-operate. 

Radio drive set to start Thursday 
(22) with 15-minute show over 
WHK. Station will also broadcast 
from police department’s ‘Traffic 
Violator’s School.’ Daily series of 


Tie-Ups, Ideas | 





+ 


| Ove-entnets ‘Safety Hints’ programs | 
|will be aired over WJAY, with} 

Patrolman Carl Schultz and Fireman | 

William Fergus discussing accidents 

of the previous day and explaining 
|} how they could have been avoided. 
| Local civic and safety groups behind | 
the drive as city’s traffic deaths hit} 
a three-year high. 





Whooping It Up for NBC 
Washington, 

Celebrating opening of new studies 
in the ultra-modern  Trans-Lux 
building, NBC will deluge listeners 
on both its networks with a three- 
day flood of special programs, start- 
ing Tuesday (20). 

Constituting one of the most elab- 
orate radio schedules ever presented 
in Washington, program will include 
talks by Postmaster General Farley, 
| Sen. Burton K. Wheeler of Montana, 
District Commissioner Melvin Hazen, 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sioner Eugene O. Sykes and other 
notables. Lenox R. Lohr, NBC 
prexy, will preside. 

While 51 special programs are be- 
ing air-waved, studio officials will 
put on two huge parties — one for 
Washington newspapermen and one 
for the official opening, Thursday 
(22). Washington correspondents and 
local newsmen will participate in the 
show. 














Off Air 2 Days; 
Panelmen Out 


WPAY, Portsmouth, Ohio, 100- 
watter, was off the ozone Monday 
and yesterday (Tuesday) due to a 
walkout of employees after six engi- 
neers were allegedly discharged by 
the because 


station joined 


As- 


they 
American Radio Telegraphists’ 
sociation. 

Late yesterday the national head- | 
quarters of ARTA in N. Y. refused | 
to comment on the WPAY predica- 
ment beyond admitting that union’s 


organizer, Douglas Ward, was at 
work in the territory around Ports- 
mouth. ARTA said it had not re- 





Sustaining but Not Nourishing — 





By Ray Perkins 


Everybody agrees on the need for new ideas and programs. Every- 
body admits that personalities are scarce and funnymen most of all, 
Yet there persists the dilemma of how to sell the one or present the 
other. Sustaining programs, on network and individual stations, con- 
stitute one method. A tough method so far. Far various reasons. 

Nobody is particularly to blame. It’s the way a new.and still not 
completely un: ‘tood amusement form has developed. 

Many in the ..ade are prone to overlook the fact that a compli- 
cated sustaining program of type we are now doing at WOR prac- 
tically has two strikes called on it before it goes to bat. The severe 
and from the station standpoint unavoidable—obstacles include: an 
exasperatingly small budget for script, arrangements or personnel; 
limited rehearsal time; meager publicity; cast subject to call else- 


— ane ——=2 


where, and so on. 


undertaking the show. 


stinct. 


«grateful to WOR for the latter. 





If such a sustainer can compete 
similar commercial shows it’s a victory of some sort. 

However, we will offer no alibis, and we knew all the above when 
Maybe it just appealed to my 


Point of real interest, however, is that this type of sustaining (with 
all its difficulties) offers a laboratory for testing new ideas in script 
and production, if one has the courage and opportunity to use it. 
We are frankly experimenting, and 
hope to develop a few fresh notions in the radio revue field. 


even closely with 


vambling in- 


I'm 











ceived an official report from Ward 
and until it did the union did not | 
propose to comment. 

Fight was the reported number of 
watkouts sympathizing with the dis- 
charged engineers. 


WCKY SWITCHOVER 
OMITS THE HOKUM| 


Cincinnati, July 20. 
A safe, sane and sober dedication. 
That’s the decree of L. B. Wilson 
for the opening of the new WCKY 
transmitter, July 27, which will jump 
the station’s power from 5,000 
10,000 watts. 


to 





A simple ceremony will precede 
the switch to the new RCA high 
fidelity installation. It will be staged 
in the station’s studio in the Neth- 
érland Plaza Hotel at 8:27 p.m., with 
L. B. slated for a three-minute talk. 
Operation as a 10,000-watter will be- 
gin with Packard’s NBC program 
from Hollywood. 


Aladdin Acct. for WLW 

Cincinnati, July 20. 
Charles ‘Pete’ Jaeger and Mac 
Ward of Transamerican’s Chicago of- 
fice and Bert Presba and Ed Fellers, 
of the Presba, Fellers & Presba 
agency, also of the Windy City, were 
in town Friday (16). They huddled 
with Frank M. Smith, sales manager, 
and Jim Krauters, continuity direc- 

tor, of Crosley’s WLW and WSAL. 
Matter concerns Alladin Lamp se- 
ries of broadcasts to start in the fall. 

















106 NEWS BROADCASTS 
WEEKLY ON WMCA 


WMCA, N. Y., tops the Metropoli- 


tan area in number of news pro- 
grams aired weekly with overall 
total of 106 of at least a quarter- 


hour duration. 

Breakdown shows there are 21 
sponsored and 27 sustaining straight 
dishing, ten sustaining com- 
programs, 25 bankrolled 
sportscasts, and nine of the same 
sustaining, seven sponsorless stunt 
news periods, and six sponsored and 
one sustaining miscellaneous pro- 
grams 


WBBM Sales Staff Exodus 


Chicago, July 20. 
Illinois Meat Company (Broadcast 
Corned Beef Hash) account shifts to 
the Sugden agency this week, 


news 
mentating 





brought into the agency by Tom Kiv- 
lan, WBBM salesman, who quits the} 
Columbia station to become account 
exec with Sugden. | 

Kivlan marks the fourth sales staff | 
resignation out of WBBM within the 
past two weeks, the others being 
Whyth Walker and Charles Garland 
now with WIND and WJJD, John 
Shelton who joins the local sales} 
staff of WOR (Newark) under Bob| 
Barrett. ' 

Only salesman of long standing 
remaining at WBBM is Rex Sheppe, 
and Sheppe has been figuring on get- 
ting a permit and license of a new 
100-watt station in Evanston, swank | 
northside suburb, 


24-Sheeted Sports 








8 Stations In 
Michigans 8 
Laraest Cities 


WBCM {oe Onty Station in Bay City — 
WE DF The Onty Station in Flint 
WJIM The Only Station in Lansing 
WIBM The Only Station in Jackson 
WK ZO The Only Station in Kalamazoo 
WELL The Only Station in Battie Creek 
WOOD-WASH waa” 
Po 4 Key Station Detroit 





St. Louis, July 20. 
Hyde Park Brewing Co., sponsor 
| of sports programs over KWK and 
KMOX, have spread pix of their 
‘Sportcasters’ on 24-sheets. 

During July pix of Ray Schmidt 
adorn boards and during August pix 
of Johnny O’Hara wil be publicized. 


Hearst's KYA Ups Rates 


San Francisco, July 20. 

Rate boost of approximately one- 
third has been put into effect by 
KYA, local Hearst station and affili- 
ate of the California Radio System. 
New rate card, first issued in more 
than two years, shows a jump in the 
evening base rate from $125 to $170 
per hour, and in the daytime hourly 
rate from $62 to $85. 

Higher charges follows completion 
of the statioa’s new 5,000-watt trans- 
mitter, which went into operation 
two months ago. Former power was 
1,000 watts. 


i velt has indicated he 





Davenport, Ia., 
Three new local 
been added to the 
here; Ben Hovel 
WIBA, Madison, 


July 20. 
salesmen 
staff of WOC 
coming in from 
Wis.: S. Chapin 


| from World Broadcasting System 
jand Arthur Lewis from WMNN, 
Fairmount, West Va. 

Appointments made by _ station 


chief Clark Luther. 
ANDY STANTON BROKE 
Andrew T. Stanton, WMCA an- 
nouncer, filed a voluntary petition 
in bankruptcy in U. S. district court, 
N. Y., Friday (16). He listed his 
debts at $4,292 and no assets. 


Among the creditors, Helen Leigh- 
! ton of Sunnyside. Queens, for $775. 





Luther Imports Salesmen’ 


have | 





CARL WHEAT 
PROBABILITY 
FOR F.C. 


Washington, July 20. 
Carl I. Wheat, vigorous California 
attorney, looked this week like the 
most probable successor to the Fed- 


eral Communications Commission 
post vacated last month through re- 
tirement of Vice-Chairman Irvin 
Stewart. 

With White House under strong 
pressure to plug the gap, political 


circles heard reports last week that 
Wheat, now special counsel for the 
telephone division and former Los 
Angeles public utilities counsel, is 
the strongest contender. How soon 
the choice will be made continued 
uncertain, although President Roose- 
will not take 


(Continued on page 68) 








Every 
Time Buyer 
Knows... 








here is no Substitute 
for Coverage 


WSYR’s Four-Fold Power In- 
Is Only ONE of 
MANY Reasons Why 15 OUT 
OF 16 COUNTIES PREFER 
This NBC-Blue Outlet 
Why National Spot and Lo 
cal Advertisers USE it 3 TO | 
in SYRACUSE 
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“A glowing promise is 


completely kept” 


NEW YORK 
WABC demonstrated last night 


that Shakespearean plays can be 
molded into vivid, exciting vehicles 
for radio, Past attempts had left 
some doubts... A glowing prom- 
ise is completely kept .. . There is 
no stunt element in this WABC 
Shakespearean cycle. Casts of great 
actors and a company of brilliant 
adapters and directors are sincerely 
and quietly striving to present plays 
with the flavor of the original vehi- 
cle transferred to a new medium. 


ALTON COOK 
New York World-Telegram 


Burgess Meredith, in the title role, 
gave (Hamlet) its best perform- 
ance of the year, and we say that 
with vivid memories of seeing the 
Gielgud and Howard performances 
and of hearing the Barrymore. 


AARON STEIN 
New York Evening Pest 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 





Burgess Meredith as ‘‘Hamlet’’ in the first production of the Columbia 
Shakespearean Cycle: Mondays 9 to 10 p.m. E.S.T., July 12, thru August 30 


LOS ANGELES 


“Meredith covered himself with 
glory in the title role of Columbia’s 
production of the Shakespearean 
tragedy. He gave the ‘clear and 
understandable’ performance for 
which he had prayed, and reached 
emotional heights with no evi- 
dences of ranting. 

The production, asa whole, was 
splendid because Brewster Morgan 
had done a masterful job of cor- 
relating the major scenes into a 
story unit that even a child could 


comprehend.”’ 
CARROLL NYE 
Los Angeles Time 


CINCINNATI 


ALTON COOK 


New York World Telegram , 


SAN FRANCISCO 


( 
“The most revolutionary step to 
date in dramatic entertainment on 
the air, took place Monday, when 
Columbia Broadcasting presented 
‘Hamlet’. . . 

The experiment should prove as 
significant to radio as the advent of 
sound to films. As the speaking 
voice raised the standard which 
most movie stars couldn’t meet, 
this play and its successors, cast 
with stage stars, will set a standard 
for play presentation that will open 
the field to playwrights and stage 
folk who are experienced in read- 
ing lines,’’ 


ADA HANIFIN 
The San Francisco Examiner 


«|. . let us go on record as saying 
we spent a wholly enjoyable hour 
listening to the play... that 
whether or no Burgess Meredith 
is to be the coming Hamlet, he 
builds high peaks in the part and 
on each peak plants a leaping fire 
... that the cast was possibly the 
best available for radio in this or 
any other country... and that 
Columbia deserves a cross with 
three palms, well make it four, for 
the effort.” 


PAUL KENNEDY 
The Cincinnati Pest 
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AMATEURS STILL GO ON | : | LABOR BUYS TIME 
New aiesiasal Grand Thea- | cr p C * C - ¢ WASHINGTON DOCKET | Company a. ee On WIND, 


Chicago. July 20. 
In new amateur show to start next 
week on Ralph Atlass’ indie WIND, 
the sponsors, Barnett Millinery, will | 
salute a different city each week. 
Program, to be one 60-minute period | 
weekly will have an m.c. and be} 
broadcast from Grand theatre, Gary. 
Telephone vote by radio. audience | 
will be used to determine winner. 
As yet, no plans have been made 












COVERS THE 
NATION'S 
FIRST MARKET 


Literally scores of wise adver- 
tisers have discovered that when 





| 
| Television Far Off—But New Marvels of Radio toward more juice, Prez was in- | 
| 


Engineering Imminent and Extensive 





NEW APPLICATIONS 


Washington, July 20. 
Florida: WDAE, Tampa Times Company, Tampa, 
change frequency from 1220 to 780 ke, install direc- 


| tional antenna for day and night use. 


Illinois: WCBS, Springfield, install new transmitter, 
inerease daytime power from 100 to 250 watts, change 
hours of operation from specified to unlimited. 


———_  ____.__ ——=» 


— 


Washington, July 20, 


Craven's Technical Forecast 


Holding out hope of vastly 


chance to listen in on the regular daytime programs | 
and get acquainted, Arnold pointed out. 





Chicago, July 20. 
Both Youngstown Sheet.and- Tube 


| Co, and Steel Workers Organizing 


While WORL would be limited to its 4.2 millivolt | 
per meter contour at night, increased efficiency of its | 


service would make the change justifiable, chief exam- 
iner ruled. ae 
Outfit, licensed to Broadcasting Service Organization, 
Inc., was represented by Ben S. Fisher. 
Michigan: Attempts of a group of University of Mich- 
igan professors to set up a special broadcast station at 


| mostly on the ability to pick up what 
| already is thrown on the air. 


dience are improving, both through 
development of receivers and trend 


| volt farm plants and from 6-volt 
| batteries, together with higher power 
|}and ultra-high frequency service, 
im- should broaden the audience, accord- 


‘spot spiels on Ralph Atlass’ 


Committee, factions in the current 
labor dispute, are using 100-word 


indie 


| WIND, to present their side of the 


|on a daily order, 


Chances of reaching the rural au- | 


argument. 

Announcements are directed to 
the workers, and are contracted for 
both organizations 


Broadcasting Co. staff as writer for 
Field Museum series, Aug. 15. 
Has been writing alternates on the 


| weekly series, and free lancing. 


formed. Receivers operating on 32- | 










EESULTS: 
COUNT MOST 


The international scope 
and sound growth of this 


if yor 





( bia Broadcasting System, Bos- l weine ¢ seit So) cea—iggerys 
to put out vaude units. t capeoctg pay Meter ~ aia ast pear ogy to be oper- Ann Arbor for experimental use tggrornd will be — using approximately seven a day. 
on, new hig! — eee gpm or ; ristling with objections to the —_—__——_—__— 
- —————$<$<$<<_—__—_————- .| ated on 88,000, 123,000, 164,000 and 205,000 ke, with 100 canned. , mn 4 res ° “ Be re ~ > 4 rith 1 
Bob mendley, tenor, ‘discovered + request for a berth on the 1550 ke frequency, with t fec 
Watts. . . ‘ . ; ‘ > © > 
r > . > g a re- romp — : kw, Examiner George H. Hill pointed out that the H R di 
by wavertianng men an nding "Col Minnesota: KSTP, St. Paul, new transmitter and di- calla Aon S hort $2,000 of am $21,000 needed to ea i€ciS Kado 
cent convention in envel ol., abs ; : 7 : ; aa se. boost power al Ss W s 2, ; ee 
le | New York debut on last rectional antenns for day and night - ae Ag Pp construct the proposed transmitter; that money would at 
ese nme Mag from 10 kw nights, 25 kw days, to 50 kw all times. not be available to pay a qualified engineer to conduct Washington, July 20 
week's broadcasts of the ‘Heinz Mag- Oregon: Louis P. Thornton, Baker, new station to be Se ee 2 : ; ahs *ahipieeat igo Ri ' hi 
> of the Air’ over CBS Irene - ; ~ ; the research and experimentation program and that Screwiest stunt recorded during 
azine of the Alr ovel apes rene | operated on 1500 kc with 100 watts nights, 250 watts cs Praises 2 ag cates ggane : ; i se dees aia ie l 
rReasley is guest warbler this week. I the service did not promise a ‘substantial contribution | local radio dog-days was pulled last 
Ret a ars Pe days. . to the development and practical application of high |; week by WMAL-WRC. While ther- R 
Pennsylvania: WIP, Philadelphia, extension of special ; 3 etapa once <x it i — 
* erate with 500 watts fidelity broadcasting. mometers registered 95 NBC an- T 
CRPETHDEIE! BUMHOrizatiOn 10 Sper: Hill also objected strongly to the fact that operation | nouncers agreed to run a relay race 
“aN additional power; Young People’s Association for the : +e ple en ae “iy 7 yay 0} 
he f the Gospel, Philadelphia, new station of the station would result in interference to a re-| from their respective studios to the 4 tt 
SHERW) N- WGN RMS | Propagation r 1220 ne with 1 kw, using directional search program being conducted by WQXR, Long} new NBC hq. in the Trans-Lux ai 
x ed ec ge yrretion pe . a ee Island City, in conjunction with the U. S. Bureau of | building. rf 
antenna a S. : 
. ; Standards. With Joe Rogers representing 
’ 2 . gers arlinge 2w station to be & enting 
‘ bt < ‘fete ie oan wetla wiaide yon watts Applying under the name of the Ann Arbor Broad- | WRC, and Jim McGrath batting for - 
~— grr ypu ; pe bad , casting Company, Inc., group had planned to conduct; WMAL, hot-weather contestants - 
— a ‘comprehensive study’ of listener response in high | started from scratch—McGrath clad 
’ fidelity broadcasting, and use the station in connection | jn running pants. ss 
EXAMINERS REPORTS with the University’s radio engineering courses. Out- Midway in seamper to the new " 
fit retained Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo and ctudios. McGrath paused for a stein n 
Louisiana: Daytime juice-jump from 1 to 5 kw was Donald C. Beelar. lof beer at a convenient hamburg , 
| okayed by Examiner P,. W. Seward for WSMB, New West Virginia: Request of WBLK, C larksburg, for an emporium, Loud speaker at the hot : h 
Orleans. Transmitter—a National Broadcasting Com- extension of hours from daytime to unlimited Was | doggery had informed him Rogers 5 
pany outlet, operating on 1320 kc—has demonstrated favorably recommended to the commish by Examiner | ya, ctil] several minutes behind 2 
its value in the public service, Seward found, and also P. W. Seward. Following hare-and-tortoise tech- 
has ample cash with which to finance the improve- Owned by the Exponent Company, transmitter has nic, McGrath lolled beside the coun- 4 
ments. — SY been using the 1370 ke frequency with 100 watts. Power | i.) until he felt it was time to get ¥ 
Flourishing financial condition of the transmitter and frequency would remain unchanged, but night eae in the caee, Teed contestants k 
| was shown in a statement which added up $19,474 net operation would be installed under the application came.under the wire together wank i 
| profits for 13 weeks ending April 3, this year. Granting of the request would limit the: service of cept that Rogers, being rs big guy \ 
WSMB, Inc., was represented by Paul D. P. Spear- WPAY, Portsmouth, Ohio, to its three millivolt con- wapented “i*e. gaat er nie i ond f 
man. tour, Seward’s report showed, but examiner held that setai r - ; C 
Massachusetts: Boost from 500 watts to 1 kw and improvement in service to WBLK’s listeners warranted | ° Two NBC stations had gongs i 
| change in hours of operation from daytimes to un- an okay. at each seed serast to record prog: 
| limited for WORL, Boston, received the nod from ‘The granting of this application would result in some aeons phy the marathoners but all I 
| Chief Examiner Davis G, Arnold. Station, which oper- limit being placed upon the service of WPAY, in an oe ieninroen sas heurseusslin C 
ates on 920 ke and is partly-owned by Harold A, area with a population of approximately 4,268,’ Seward oe a Ji P e “a ——s . 
Lafont, former member of the old Radio Commission, pointed out, ‘while the granting of this application will | 5?°'* oe ee P 
has been having hard sledding because advertisers are afford primary nighttime service in the Clarksburg H Re b a | ‘ 
| unwilling to sign contracts when they | seldom get a area with a population of approximately 63, 000.’ SS S| ee ~ j 
scciceeiepieiaieidel ca. easeninieaene NP DS oe We Chicago, July 20 
Henry Barbour to join University 1 



































Technical revolution in the radio| proved radio transmission, experts| ing to the report. sei a are the bows 
it comes to covering America’s | field, bri inging far- -reaching social | | told the Prez ‘when one adds to aural | While the Federal Communications hon fl . Sieg ke atation 
P , | consequences and extending to both| broadcasting the ability to see and | Commission ponders the matter of re At ts j 
richest area...New York...there’s transmission and reception, is fore-| to record permanently what one has | superpower, the experts told Mr. a . 
one radio station that does the | cast a a ie ti study ’ recent pr har pagers the ved — ren Roosevelt that more juice is prob- 
| scientific developments and future - anort sai : 
job most effec- i+ : “ *' se- | cations which will certainly have the | able. Report said that greater volt- H 
trends submitted to President Roose age is to be expected, remarking . 
tively. LEO takes velt last week by Federal experts. ey profound =< upon our social | | that under present conditions, with : 
a bow for WHN, fa H ne Television, high-frequency broad- ; Sa | 50 kw. limit, approximately 36% of i 
. necrnmyetied casting, ultra-selective receivers, fac-| ‘Of course, there are hundreds of} the population depends on secondary f 
New York’s No. na onan gto simile transmission and other im-| individual inventions which will tend | service, According to the techni- : 
Showmanship | teew's chain. of provements are pictured in the com- i improve —“ pa me of i , cians, ‘increases in power when cou- 4: 
3 theatres, this station munications section of the report of| evision, ana muitip ex opera ion, pled with properly designed an- * 
Station. ee aap Sa the National Resources Committee.| report said, ‘but the principal devel-| jain systems st pear eae the ¥ 
ia the world—and it's Chapter is the work of Federal Cgm- opments are those which now make primary service areas and increase j 
at the disposal of our munications Commission engineers| it possible to apply to public service the percentase of ti ; hich 
odvertisers! ‘r ‘ef | facsimile or television either through] ,.~ P€ G2 OC time in wane uae 
SHOWMANSHIP STATION Nel |engincer | the use of land line or through the| tisfactory service is obtained in the 
engineer. : ’ 
ee — nn, |; use of radio, either for person-to- sooeneety ee eee - 
person contact accompanied by voice a ee a <a ene \ 
or for mass communication. Probably 


Surprising yields and rising prices have given Oklahoma 


income 20% 


30 days ago. 


a wheat 
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purses are easier to sell right now 
WKY can take you to 


for years. 


greater than 
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with fat 
than they’ve been 
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| ceiver 
, provement of sets, according to the | 
| 400-page document. 
| ume control, 
| ception over wider 
| tion of high-fidelity 
| lower cost, and more effective home | 
| antennas were prophesied. 


; more than on the transmission end, 
| Suggesting that progress will depend 


the most important developments in 
the application of these broad sys- 
tems of communications will be the 
organization of facilities to make 
their use by the public possible and 
more easily available.’ 
Visio Far Off 

Warning that television is still 
around a far-distant corner permeat- 
ed the report. Technical brain-trust 
noted that, before picture transmis- 
sion is ready for the average citizen, 
much laboratory work will be re- 
quired. Public cannot expect to pick 
pix out of the air until man’s 





in- 
genuity has conquered many natu- Than 1 
ral limitations on use of the radio} 


spectrum, they advised. 

In the radio field, the experts an- 
ticipated breath-taking developments | 
in construction of receivers, thus en- | 
larging the audience and widening | 
the market. Improvements in trans- | 
mission are not likely to be so star- 
tling, report hinted, although super- 
power and high-frequency service | 
probably will come along in time. 

Recent developments in 


productiv 


the 
industry are aimed at 


re- 
im- | 
Automatic vol- | 


selectivity, 
ranges, 


better re- 
produc- 


apparatus at | 


Experts 
harped on the receiver end of radio 
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Colorado Springs 


Spends More Money in 


DRUG STORES 


52 Larger Cities 


Volume of drug store sales in Colo- 
rado Springs beats that in cities up 
to three times its size and qualifies it 


as a market in which sales effort is 


e... KVOR can qualify as 


the medium to make it profitable. 


OR ® 


Colorado Springs 
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MEATTER IN 
2-SPONSOR JAM 


With two ad agencies claiming to 
hold contracts with him, Gabriel 
Heatter, news commentator, has got 
himself into a legal tangle which 
may wind up in the courts. An in- 
but financially 





nocent 





interested 


party io the situation is WOR, New- 


ark. 

Through the Marschalk & Pratt 
agencies, Heatter has committed 
himself to work over WOR ex- 


clusively five nights a week for the 


This deal 
option for 13 more. After giving | 
the M & P outfit the exclusive as- 
signment Heatter agreed through | 
the Stack-Goble agency to do four 
quarter-hour programs a week for | 
Bromo-Quinine (Grove Labora- 
tories) starting Sept. 27. 


! 
Chevigny Scripting for | 
Robson Transcriptions 


Hollywood, July 20, 

Hec Chevigny has quit scripting 
for ‘Hollywood Hotel’ to head script 
department of Associated Cinema 
Studios. As part of his new assign- 
‘ment he will do 100 transcriptions 
| for May Robson. 

Chevigny had been head of Colum- 
bia broadcasting script department 
| before taking on the ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ assignment. 


Cronkhite’s WHIP Deal 
Chicago, July 20. 


Van Cronkhite & Associates 


has 


| been named sales and program coun- 


| station in Hammond, Ind., 


| 


will hold Heatter to the exclusive | 
phase of the agreement the com- 
mentator has signatured directly 


with that agency, while Stack-Goble | 


has closed with NBC for the four 


spots on the strength of the written 


nod it received from Heatter. 

While WOR’s artists bureau has 
an exclusive management contract 
with him, Heatter has elected to do 
his own business. WOR finds itself 
in a ticklish spot in that it doesn’t 
want to sacrifice the income from 
five 15-minute evening spots, nor 


does it want to antagonize any of | 


ihe agencies or accounts involved. 
Heatter has 


intensified the com- | 


plications by assuring Rogers Peet, | 


on the one hand, that he wanis t 
work for that account exclusively 
and by telling Stack-Goble, on th: 
other hand, that he is confident thai 
he can induce M & P to let up on 
the strictures of the paper it holds. 





Franz Kuschan, professor at Drake | 


University, and heard over WHO, 
Des Moines, on many programs, died 


in Clarinda, Iowa, on July 13, fol- 


lowing a nervous breakdown. 


sellors for the new 5,000-watt WHIP 
just out- 


; ., | side Chicago’s municipal limits. 
Rogers Peet stores, starting Aug. 30. | Pp 


is for 13 weeks with an | 


Deal was concluded late last week 
between John Van Cronkhite and Dr. 
G. V. Courier, head of the new Chi- 
cago ouilet. 
for three years and also covers 
WWAE, the 100-watter, owned by 
the same interests in Hammond. Ne- 
gotiations are under way for a re- 


., ,; mote control setup in Chicago's Ste- 
Marschalk & Pratt asserts that it | » 8 








vens Hotel for WHIP. 

Akron Missoula 
Anderson Mobile 
Austin Montgomery 
Bangor Parkersburg 
Binghamton Pensacola 
Charleston, Peoria 

W. Va. Reno 
Chattanooga Roanoke 
Colorado Savannah 

Springs Scranton 
Davenport Sioux City 
Dubuque South Bend 
Durham Tacoma 
Dayton Topeka 
Fairmont Utica 
Green Bay Waco 
Great Falls West Palm 
Greensboro Beach 
Harrisburg Wheeling 
La Crosse Wichita Falls 
Macon Winston-Salem 
Mason City Yankton 
Meridian Youngstown 














Reported contracts run | 





Tracks Behind It? 


Owners of racetracks are, 
paradoxically, the greatest op- 
ponents of the wire services 
feeding the world at large infor- 
mation about racetracks. Rea- 
son is simple: wire service to 
betting establishments hurts at- 
tendance at tracks. 

Gambling being the average 
person’s sole interest in horse 
racing the long—and expensive 
—trips necessary to visit the 
Ovals is avoided where fast 
news flashes give °em what they 
want. 





This brings up the 
racetrack 


oddity of 
owners accusing the 
bookies and the wire service of 
‘illegal’ conduct—i.e., encourag- 
ing gambling. 











HERE AND THERE 


Spencer Bentley went on P. & G.’s 
‘Personal Column of the Air’ this 
week in dramatized sketches. 





Bill Bailey new commercial man- 
ager WAAW, Omaha. 
mund left post to 
Thomas agency. 


join Buchanan- 


Russ Gerow, 
named by 
ing 


London, 
the Canadian Broadcast- 
Corp. as musical arranger for 


the corporation programs emanating 


from Toronto. 


Den Beddoe, legit actor, has sold 
scripts for the ‘Aunt Jenny’ series 
to Ruthrauff & Ryan. Will be used 
in tomorrow's (Thursday) program 
and July 23 and 26. 

Nelson Hesse did an unbilled guest 
|shot on the Town Hall show last 
| week, doing sound effecis and com- 


|edy. It was a benefit date for the 
percenter. 
| David Sarneff, RCA boss, is at 


Bill Brown's physical training farm, 
Garrison, N. Y., for a buildup for 
the fall season. 








| 
| Judge Charles F. Dougherty using 
| the WJJD Safety Court to educate 
the public in new Illinois driving 


| (Continued on page 70) 


Federal Law Proposes to Curb Wire 
Service to Bookies; Radio Angles 


| 
} 


| 
| 





Horace Capps Aeroplanes | 
To Scene-of-Tragedy 


Terra Haute, July 20. 
Chartering a plane, Horace Capps, 


+ eoeneeseenmemnanenets 


Washington, July 20. 
Horse-race tips would be muffied 
from the air under terms of an anti- 
gambling bill put before Congress 


| production chief for WBOW, flew to by Senator Burton K. Wheeler, Mon- 

Sullivan, Ind., to cover the Baker tana Democrat. Measure is aimed 

| mine disaster last week, making that | P™!™Mmarily at wire nea ype men 

'station the first represented at the | *©'Y'“* bookies but would have di- 

|scene. With Capps were announcers | "®t eect on broadcasters, 

and engineers. Even color patter on such out- 
Interest in the coverage of the sub- | standing sports events as the Ken- 


| terranean gas explosion, which killed 
| 22 persons, 
| since 
with mining communities 


Adam Reine- | 


Ontario, | 





was exceptionally strong, 
this area is heavily studded 


tucky Derby would be materially re- 





Benay Venuta, Mutual web signe! 
and her husband, vacashing in San 
Francisco, where she began her | 
radio career over KJBS and KJO. 


NBC BUT NO CBS 


Albuquerge Jamestown, 
Allentown, Pa. N. Y. 
Amarillo, Tex. Madison 
Asheville, N.C. Manchester 





Bismark, N. D. 
Boise, Idaho 
Bridgeport 
Butte, Mont. 


Portland, Me. 
Pueblo, Col. 
Raleigh, N.C. 
Sacramento 


Grand Rapids Baton Rouge 


stricted if the Wheeler proposal gets 
on the law books. Measure bans 
transmission of any advance inh 
about gee-gee tiffs, specifically out- 
lawing statement.of odds or ‘mathe- 
matical chances.’ Probably would 
prevent telling dial-twisters even 


what nags had been scratched. 


Whether mike-men could describe 
progress of the ponies around the 
oval is something broadcast lawyers 
can't decide. Ditto with reports of 
the outcome. While bill is designed 
to prevent spreading of pre-race 
dope which would hetp bettors and 
bookies, suggested phraseology might 
be construed as crimping accounts 


Bakersiield N. H of the actual race and the finish. 
Cal. Norfolk | Term ‘gambling information’ is de- 
Billings, Mont. Ogden, Utah fined as covering ‘information pre- 


| vious to the occurrence of an event, 
the occurrence or result of which is 
uncertain, relating to the mathemati- 
cal chances of or odds on the oc- 


Cedar Rapids San Diego | curence of or a particular result of 

Charleston, Schenectady |} any such event or the amount of 
Ss. Cc. Sioux Falls. money wagered on the occurrence 

Columbia. S.C. Ss D. | or of a particular result of any such 

Duluth, Minn, Springfield, | a nt.’ 

Erie Mo. 

Evansville, Ind. Stockton . 

Fargo, N. D. Terre Haute : Rudy Vallee Bookings 

Fort Wayne Toledo Ricardo Cortez, Gene Autrey and 

Fort Worth Wilmington | Joe Cook are set for the Vallee show, 

Fresno York, Pa. | originating in Texas, tomorrow 


(Thursday) night. Joe Laurie, Jr., 
| is off this week, but is expected back 


Greenville, 
mm Si 
Hot Springs 
Ark. 
Jackson, Miss. 


Beaumont, Tex. 

Corpus Christi, 
Tex, 

Weslaco, Tex. 











next week. 

| Subsequent bookings for the show 
| include Molly Picon, Aug. 5 and Red 
| Skelton, Aug. 12. All the deals set 
| by Sammy Weisbord, of the William 
| Morris office. 








BETTER THAN EVER 





WLW’s commanding position as the out- 
standing program-originating station in 
America, has attracted some of the finest 
radio talent in the vocal, dramatic and 
musical fields. 


This group, recently augmented by new 
“finds”, and backed by experienced pro- 
duction and continuity staffs, places WLW 
in a position to produce programs better 
than ever before. 


WLW —“THE NATION'S STATION” 





. Hs 
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definitely settled but 15 minute 
sports and news programs are being 


| considered in a number of cities. 
A. C. Christensen. 


ment—may use series in New York | line. Variety, half hour show with 

| state and New England, this fall and | Ray Sinatra’s Orchestra, Joey Nash, 

| winter. This, however, indefinite. {| tenor; Paul Sullivan, news com- 
Rudolph Brothers, chain of jew- | mentators and guest stars. 

elry stores in New York state and| Other pending radio matters. 

| New Jersey, will use a comprehen- Greg Williamson. 

sive radio campaign to cover all 18 |; 


(Continued from page 31) 
periods, one in California and one 
in Alabama. 

Bosco Company using spot 
nouncements in New England and 
Pennsylvania. 


Yankee and Mutual webs will be 
sponsored by DL&W Coal Co. 

Milton Berle resumes for Gillette 
Safety Razor, Sunday at & p.m. on 
CBS, 


Al Jolson, Martha Raye, Parkya. 
karkas and Victor Young’s orchestra 








an-| 


en a Lord & Thomas 
Tyler Davis. | 


























| NEW YORK CITY | communities in which their stores | Peck will be among the Lever Brothers 

| | are located. | : radio programs, ‘Big Sisters’ and 

H. M. Kiesewetter Lord & Thomas may have several} National Accessories Stores, Inc., NEW YORK CITY ‘Aunt Jenny’s Real Life Stories’ wij 
NEW YORK CITY new accounts on air during 1957-38.| Utica. N. Y., chain of automotive ac- represent other Lever brands. § 





It is also possible that there will be 
some activity in spot broadcasting. 
Meanwhile what’s specific at this 
date includes: 





cessories stores, 


WGY in well 


Herewith list of accounts with 
tentative radio plans for fall, winter | 
and spring, 1937-38: 


will probably use 
rounded campaign, 
maybe supplemented by other sta- 


‘True Detective Mysteries’ will be 
on Mutual network for Macfadden 


Publications. 


Not. possible at this time to give 
complete detailed information on our 


cat 7 | tions. everwvck rewer} en Spot b 
radio advertising plans. Following ‘ ; Ve vi OnS Beverwyck Breweries, Inc., re Pp i 
is status quo: Continuation (probably as now set Central Markets, Schenectady, | gional spot announcements and split Our spot schedule will include 4 

~  Bathasweet Corp. will sponsor the | UP? of the Lucky Strike programs, | chain of food stores, will consider- | network. | Blue Jay chain breaks for Bauer & i 

ps SW Ss . . . rj . . re arth: Ae f 
15 minute Transradio News program | two hit parades and the Edwin C.| ably increase present radio series Colonial Life Insurance, regional | Black; Martha Deane, WOR partici- 4 
ones aes Allien . Lee | Hill daytime news series. Cities| 95, wGy. Client now broadcasts five | spot announc ts and sol 44. | pation for Franco-American Spa- X 
from 7:45 to 8 a.m. over the Don Lee | , gen d Ab-! sp announcements and split net- | J : 
Network: the 15 minute Transradio | S¢tvice and Horlick’s Lum and Ab-| periods per week. work. | ghetti; a local three a week quarter ] 

: “18 Lady Esther’s Wayne King = ‘hour ever W lh eg i 
News program from 8 to 8:15 a.m. | "& ares bear Ditto Kaltenmyer’s| WGY Food Stores, Schenectady, | Joseph P. Day, Inc., local spot an- | - By ao _ New York for ‘ 
over WOR; in addition, negotiations | 87° Catry-overs. JN **" "| currently on WGY, two periods per ! nouncements Childs restaurants. 
: ? ‘ * . uaker Oats. : 4 ~ : inti 
are being made for a local program Kindergarten for. Q - , | week, with dramatic sketches, plan- Fairfax Tobacco Co. regional | _ Fram Morgan transcriptions for 
in Chicago. Amos ’n’ Andy continue until Jan., | ’ g | 


ning to double expenditure and ex-| xs Dodge-Chrysler, news and_ sports 
1938, and it is probable that a new/| _. P spot announcements. “ 


Mennen Co. negotiations are now | pand to other stations. 


will be sponsored locally by Penn 


. | I. J. Fox, Inc., network programs | ~ ‘ “ : 

being made for fall radio ac- | Program will replace them. | =f S. Barney Co. Schenectady, | and local spot Paresh | Tobacco for its Kentucky Winners 

tivity, number of stations not yet Our various other offices will have | department store, will use intensive Garcia Grande Cigars, national and Tronized east will have quarter : 

decided, a variety of radio activities under | compaign on WGY and perhaps on | spot announcements. hour transcriptions with big name : 
Kaufmann Brothers & Bondy | Way soon. Union Oil and Associated | 2, Aipany station. Daniel Jones, Inc., local spot an- | “°° 

(Kaywoodie Pipes) plans not | Oil, among them, in California. Chi | We have over 50 people now | nouncements, Heagan Bayes. 








aa Cleaners, local spot an- ' 
— spot programs on Ping 3 _v'2"\tions anywhere from one-minute | nouncements. Schwimmer & Scott 

‘Charley On the Spot an ‘VeFY~ | announcements to half-hour pro-| Manhattan Soap, network pro- CHICAGO 

woman. grams. We expect an addition of | grams and national spot announce- ‘ ; 
Indications are for a big radio | spout 40 clients for local broadcast- } ments. 

year in every respect. ' | ing by this fall, which should give | Modell’s, local spot announce- Following will give you an idea j 
Tom McAvity. | us between 90 and 100 local outfits | ments. | of our radio plans for the fall season: H 
|| using local radio stations. | Old Dutch Mills, regional spot an- | mgt = —— will continue one- i 
‘ One thing makes it pretty tough | nouncements. | hour Amateur Hour program every ; 
Leighton & Nelson in trying to forecast fall and winter | Roxy Custom Clothes Corp., spot Sunday afternoon on WENR; 1% 4 











—_——— 


















cago office has two pretentious local 





SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 





of this month, 
Wm. W. Lee & Co., makers of | 


broadcasting on Capital District sta- | 








in the house, but the only new one 
set so far is Gruen Watch. This will | 


Kent 





Frank Presbrey Co. 














business. As a young agency in our | programs in six cities. hour daily Musical Clock on WAAF; 
second summer of hectic activity} S. Graham Grover Co., regional | °XPects to purchase other programs 
Hudson Coal Co., Scranton, Pa., | scramming for fall and winter radio | spot announcements. Rew big stations featuring name talent. 
will use network somewhat similar | business, we are naturally trying| Skol Products, network programs Macaig: ~~ Radio and Appliance 
to what they employed last year | to take business where we can | and national spot announcements. | inal €4tn . continue two-hour Mu- : 
when they used 11 stations of the | find it, Tastyeast Corp., network program WCFL re Pe ev v.. gg on } 
NBC Red on Sunday afternoons. | George R. Nelson, | and national spot announcements. | . a a: Nie. Dds 2 
Incidentally, this was supplemented | , | Wise Shoe Company, spot pro- | (Continued on page 52) i 
by about 15 spot ations. Or, ee MeCann-Exickeson | rams and announcements in six a 
client may go on a spot campaign | | cities. 
of somewhat lesser extent. Plans | NEW YORK CITY | Phillips-Jones Corp., network | 
are still tentative and nothing defi- | | program and spot announcements, 
nite will be reached until the | Shave are eivedel detweck orders Arthur Sinsheimer. 


‘Save-the-Baby,’ Troy, N. Y., will | 
again cover New York State and 


be the 5:30-6 p.m. spot on the NBC- | 


New England for a 26-week cam- red starting Oct. 3, with Sheila Bar- 


NEW YORK CITY 





EASY 
ACES 


paign starting about September. | Rivte ao" wile: I Aas | Frank Presbrey Co. is producin 

og Ae gah cold hookup. | for its client, Thomas J. Lipton; Ine. BROADCASTING 
— My ‘sith dekatie New England| . Represented in the agency’s spot two local programs, the contracts on 6th YEAR FOR 
oe ee getting some announce- department for fall going are Axton- | Which extend until the Fall season. BLACKETT + SAMPLE 
ment business, This year the client Fisher Tobacco, Ford Motors, Gruen In Chicago Lipton sponsors Nor- HUMMERT, INC. 


may use the Yankee Network in 
New England in addition to WGY. 
Supplementing New York State and 
New England coverage will be some 
test broadcasting in three other 
markets yet to be chosen. Looks 
now like Cleveland, one spot in West 
Virginia, and perhaps Washington, 
Dp. C, 

Breslaw Brothers, Schenectady, 
chain of furniture stores currently 
on a daily except Sunday half-hour 
basis on WGY, will expand to two 














just that—Automatic Voting Equip- 
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and Provident Loan, 





Lennen & Mitchell | 
NEW YORK CITY 

Tyrone Power is slated to begin a | 
half-hour dramatic program over 
NBC for Jergens-Woodbury Oct. 3. 
Will originate from Coast. Harry 
Sosnik may be orchestra. Full de- 
tails not settled. 














Tidewater Oil will sponsor 15 or 
| 20 various local programs (mostly 
news or sports) in east, 








Morris-Schenker-Roth 
CHICAGO 








Our radio plans, are very in- 
definite. f 

Our Premier-Pabst account is us- 
ing spot announcements together 
with a few sport programs here and 
there. Kreemex Pancake Flour is 
also using spot announcements and 
participation periods in some of the 
New England states, which just 
about completes our sehedule for the 
time being. 

















network, Monday through Friday, 
dramatic sketch; characters played 
by Curtis Arnall, Betty Wraggé¢, 
Marion Barney, Jack Roseleigh. 
Procter & Gamble will also have 
spot announcements at various times 
over Station KFI, Los Angeles, 
Bristol Myers (Vitalis) continues 
‘For Meh Only,’ at 8:30 to 9:00 p. m., 

















Monday, from Station WHN to WLW 


man Pearce, The Bachelor Poet, with 
Annette King, contralto, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday evenings, 
10:15-10:30 o’clock over Station 
WMAQ. The same account sponsors 
John Griffin, tenor soloist of St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral in New York 
City, over Station WNAC, Boston, 
Monday and Thursday evenings, 6:45- 
7:00 p.m. 

Among other accounts of Presbrey 
that will be active in radio during 
the Fall season is Chef Boiardi, 


an extensive list of stations. 
Fulton Dent. 


ANACIN 














HARRY 
SALTER 




















Ruthrauff & Ryan 
NEW YORK CITY 





Tentative schedule of network and 
spot programs for Ruthrauff & Ryan 
is as follows: 

Network 

Major Bowes continuing for Chry- 
sler over CBS Thursdays, at 9 p.m. 

Joe Penner, Gene Austin and 
Jimmy Crier Orchestra under R. B. 
Davis sponsorship Sundays at 6 p.m. 
over CBS. 


‘Shadow Mystery Drama’ on the! 


JACQUES 


FRAY 


MARIO 


BRAGGIOT II 














NBC NETWORK 

















FRANCES 


ROXY, NEW YORK, 





BARONESS OF THE BLUES 


Direction: DOLAN and DOANE, Hollywood 


STEVENS 


THIS WEEK, JULY 16 
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Advertising Agencies’ Radio Plans 








(Continued from page 50) 
continue other daily programs which 
are now on WIND and WAAF; may 
go into additional programs on the 
bigger stations. 

Pontiac Dealers of Cook County 


will continue half-hour Sunday 
morning program. ’ 
Chrysler Illinois Company will | 


continue half hour Sunday morning 
program. 


Gruen Watch Company will con- | 


tinue seven time signal announce- 
ments seven days per week. 
Salerno-Megowen Biscuit Com- 
pany expects to put on six 15-minute 
programs per week, featuring a 


’ script show. 


Fox De Luxe Beer will continue 
six 15-minute programs per week 
on WGN; 
15-minute programs per week on a 
smaller station. 

Studebaker Sales Co. will continue 
six 15-minute periods per week fea- 
turing a musical show. 

Stineway Drug Stores expect to 


buy ‘bulk’ time daily on a Chicago | 


station. 

Lea & Perrins may 
announcements on_ stations 
coast to coast. 

Silex may expand spot announce- 
ment schedule to include 25 stations 
from coast to coast. 

Thom McCan Shoe Company may 
resume spot announcements on sta- 
tions from cost to coast. 

Chicago Herald and Examiner will 
continue the ‘Courthouse Reporter’ 
15 minutes, six days per week on 
WJJD; may make other radio com- 
mitments. 

Chrysler Kansas City Company 
will resume half-hour weekly sched- 
ule featuring musical show on WHB. 

Christian Business Men’s Associa- 
tion will continue one hour pro- 
gram daily. 

Great-West Life Assurance Com- 
pany—Radio plans still indefinite. 

Sof Products Company will con- 
tinue on KRNT, Des Moines; may ex- 
pand schedule to take in 15 more 
mid-western cities. 

Under consideration for the fall 
are also the following: A half-hour 
network show for one of Schwimmer 
& Scott's clients; a 15-minute tran- 
scribed sports program on 35 sta- 
tions. 


resume spot 
from 


Walter Schwimmer. 





J. Walter Thompson 
NEW YORK CITY 








may take additional six | 





Sunday 

7:30-8:00 p.m., from Hollywood, 
Fieischmann’s Yeast, NBC blue net- 
work, all-musical program conducted 
by Werner Janssen. Loretta Lee 
signed at least through Aug. 22 and 
soloist. Uses one guest star each 
week. 

8:00-9:00 p.m.—Chase & Sanborn 
Hour, with Don Ameche, W. C. 
Fields, Edgar Bergen and Charlie 
McCarthy, Dorothy Lamour, Ray 
Middleton and Robert Armbruster’s 
orchestra. NBC red network. Nel- 
son Eddy joins show Aug. 8, Holly- 
wood. 

10-11 p.m.—Sealtest Sunday Night 
Party, NBC red from New York; 
James Melton, master of ceremonies; 
Tom Howard and George Shelton, 
comedians; Robert Emmett Dolan, 
conductor; Lyn Murray’s New York- 
ers’ Chorus and guest stars. 

Monday 

9-10—Lux Radio Theatre from 
Hollywood directed by Cecil B. De- 
Mille. Top film names cast in dra- 
matic. Went off the air July 5. Re- 
turns to same network (CBS) at 
same time first Monday in Septem- 
ber. 

Tuesday 

‘Husbands and Wives,’ conducted 
by Sedley Brown and Allie Lowe 
Miles, Ponds Creams, NBC blue net- 
work from New York, 8-8:30 p.m. 
Brown and Miles interview men and 
women on domestic problems. New 
York, 

Wednesday 
8-8:30—‘One Man’s Family,’ Tender 
Leaf Tea, serial show, with steady 
cast of 16. Now on NBC red from 
San Francisco. Moves to Hollywood 
in August, date not definite. Author, 
Carlton E. Morse. 
Thursday 

8-9—Royal (Gelatin) Variety Hour, 
conducted by Rudy Vallee. Vallee’s 
band singing. NBC 
From New York. Uses four or five 
guests each week. 

10-11—-Kraft Music Hall from 
Hollywood. Bing Crosby went on| 


vacation for around three months | 


after July 8 broadcast. Crosby re- 
turns in September, date not definite. 
Bob Burns now emceeing show. 
Uses one musical name and at least 
two movie guests for interviews. 
John U. Reber. 


red network. | 





Young & Rubicam 
NEW YORK CITY 





Network Shows 
Packard 9:30 p.m. EST, Tuesdays, 
starting Sept. 
to & oast, 
| wood. Type of show not decided on 





as yet. Lanny Ross will be present. 
Gulf starring Phil Baker, with! 
Beetle and Bottle, and Oscar Brad-| 


ley’s Orchestra. Originating from 
New York City, CBS Sunday night | 
from 7:30 to 8:00. Broadcast over 60) 
stations beginning Oct. 3rd and end- | 
ing June 26th, 1938. 


Roger’s 1847 Silverplate presents a 
series of dramatic programs with 
stars of stage <nd screen, in the lead- 
ing roles. The show is broadcast 
from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., EST over 44 
CBS stations starting Oct. 3rd. 13- 
week run with options on an addi- 
} tional 13 weeks. 


Bristol-Myers Co. presents “Town 
| Hall Tonight. July 7th thru Nov. 
110th. Starring Walter O’Keefe with 
Town Hall Varieties, Town Hall 
Quartet, and Van Steeden’s Orches- 
tra. Fred Allen will return to the 
show on Nov. 17th. 

Fels & Co. present Jack Berch and 
his boys with Mark Warnow’s Or- 
chestra. 9:30 to 9:45 am., Mon., 
Wed. and Frid., beginning July 19th. 
CBS basic—19° stations originating 
from New York City. Tom, Dick 
and Harry on MBS originating from 
Chicago over 15 stations. This in- 
cludes the Don Lee Network plus 3 
supplementary NBC stations using 
recordings, Mon., Wed. and Fri., 
from 12:15 to 12:30 in the afternoon. 
Show goes off the air Oct. 15th, un- 
less options are taken up. 

Jell-O: Jack Benny and Mary Liv- 
ingston with Don Wilson, Kenny 
Baker and Phil Harris and his or- 
chestra. 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. (rebroad- 
cast time 11:30 to 12:00 p.m. EST), 
Sunday night. Show originates from 
Hollywood and is broadcast over 70 
stations. Starting Oct. 3 and runs 
through to the end of June, 1938. 

Grape-Nuts: George Burns and 
Gracie Allen, with Tony Martin and 
Ray Noble’s Orchestra. Monday 
night, 8:00 to 8:30, rebroadcast 10:30 
to 11:00 N. Y. time. Show originates 
|in Hollywood—broadcast over 64 
| Stations, starting April 12 and run- 

ning until Jan. 3, 1938, with option 
for additional 39 weeks. 

Kate Smith’s. Birthday Party: 
Sponsored by Swansdown Cake 
Flour and Calumet Baking Powder. 
Starring Kate Smith with Jack 
Miller’s Orchestra—guest stars and 
Ted Collins. Thursday night, CBS, 
8:00 to 9:00, rebroadcast 11:15 to 12:15 
p.m. EST. Originating from New 
York City and broadcast over 71 sta- 
tions. Starting Sept. 30, runs until 
Sept. 29, 1938. 

Sanka Coffee: ‘We The People? 
with the services of Philips Lord, 
tentative. The same type of show 
as the Calumet ‘We The People’ 
show produced in 1937. Thursday 
night from 7:30 to 8:00 p.m., origi- 
nating from New York City over 48 
CBS stations beginning Oct. 7 and 
running until Dec. 30, 

Local Live Talent Broadcasts 
(With Young & Rubicam production 
men producing shows.) 
Pioneer Ice Cream _ Brands: 
Broadway Melody Hour. J. C. Flip- 
pen, M. C., Ethel Shepard, Betty 
Worth, Joe Martin, Ray Saunders, 
Famous Guest Stars and Irving 
Aaronson’s Orchestra. Originating 
from WHN and fed to WOR. Wed- 
nesday night—from 8:00 to 8:30 p.m. 
Starting May 12, on N. Y. time, for 
13 weeks with additional 13-week 

option. 

Borden’s Chateau Cheese: Drama- 
| tized News Broadcast from hypo- 
thetical Newspaper City Room, On 
the Yankee Network with 5 stations 
originating from Boston. 7:30 to 
8:00 p.m., N. Y. time, Tuesday nights, 
starting May 4, running for 34 wecks. 
Subject to cancellation 

Spot Broadcasts 

Bristol-Meyers: ‘Lucky Girl’ Pro- 
gram over WGN, Chicago. Monday 
thru Friday—1:30 to 1:45 p.m. Cen- 
| tral Standard Time. June 12 thru 
ec. 31. Subject to cancellation. 
Ty Tyson's Sports Review: Over 
| WWJ, Detroit, Monday thru Sat- 
urday from 6:00 to 6:10 p.m., CST. 
| Started Feb., 1936—still running with 
13 weeks’ cancellation clause. 

La France & Saitina (General 
| Foods): ‘House Undivided.’ Don Lee 
| Network. Monday thru Friday, 

from 10:15 to 10:30 a.m. Pacific Coast 
, Time. 
| Minute Tapioca: 

















Participation in 


7th NBC Red Coast | 
originating from Holly- | 


Martha Deane’s Program—Tues., 
“Marth and Sat. Tues. and Thurs.— 
' 2:00 to 2:45; Sat.—11:45 to 12:30 a.m. 
| Broadcast over WOR, Newark, EST. 

Walker-Gordon Laboratories Co., 
Inc.: Greta Palmer over WOR. Wed- 
nesday and Friday from 1:00 to 1:15 
p.m. Sept 8 thru Dec. 17, This is 
also on EST. 


Tom Barton, 
| 








Armand S. Weill 
BUFFALO 





Most of our clients do not make 
; definite plans until early August. 


Kleenite Laboratories—will con- 
tinue a test campaign in Buffalo, 
consisting of spot announcements. 
These will be extended to other ter- 
ritories by Fall. 


Danahy Faxon Food Stores, Inc.—a 
Western New York food chain, Will 
continue ‘Radio Price Tags’ which 
are heard every half-hour on Satur- 
day and Friday over WGR and 
WKBW. 

Remington Rand, Inc.—plans are 
not definite at this time, but we ex- 
pect that some of the one-minute 
transcriptions will be released this 
Fall, 

We also expect to be handling test 
campaigns for two of our other 
clients. The tests will be made 
either in Buffalo or Rochester—pos- 
sibly one show in each city—and will 
use local talent. Both will go either 
spot or network if successful. 

George F. Stein Brewery, Inc.— 
will again use “The Musical Score- 
board’—30-minutes every Saturday 
night during the football season, on 
WGR. 

On the indefinite side, two of our 
clients holds options on features 
which they are giving consideration 
for fall to use either as a local New 
York City tests, or they will go net- 
work immediately. 

It is also possible that several 
transcription campaigns will be 
placed this Fall—as they are now 
under consideration by our clients. 
And it is also quite possible that a 
long delayed campaign using 15-sec- 
ond transcrided station breaks will 
be released this Fall. Latter has 
been tied up for a year or so be- 
cause of various circumstances over 
which our client had no control, 
even though the expenditure, plans 
and all had been approved. 


Robert K. Weill. 








Censor Jardine | 





(Continued from page 39) 





Church in the United States has had 
with his movements since he hit 
these shores a fortnight ago. He’s 
het up and is now loosing both bar- 
rels in the cause of ‘truth.’ 

His one speaking date thus far, in 
Atlantic City, was a dud. The three 
charities with which he planned to 
split the gate refused to co-operate 
at the last moment and the a. CU. 
merchants also snubbed him. Re- 
sult was that 77 persons turned out 
at the $1 top to hear his ‘spiritual’ 
spiel. 

It is charged that the Episcopal 
Church here, a U. S. link of the 
Church of England, dogged his path 
into the resort city. Likewise, in 
Baltimore, home of the Duchess of 
Windsor, where a deal with the 
Community Find was assertedly 
scotched by the Episcopalians. 
a tieup for a split 6f the admission 
take has been afranged with the 
Volunteers of America hosp in 
Baltimore. 

Tomorrow (Thursday) night, it is 
in Balto that the Rev. Jardine will 
roll up his sleeves and go to work 
for the first: time with the ‘truth’ 
about the abdication and his ‘per- 
secutors.’ 

The Lyric, concert hall, has been 
hired for $300, and admish will be 
Sliced to 25-50c. From now on 
through his stumping tour of the 
country the top at the gate will be 
but 50c. Dates already set beyond 


are Rochester (25), Niagara Falls 
(27), Hamilton, Ontario (29) and 
Toronto (1). The trek will then 


sweep down through the south and 


southwestern Bible belts. Later on 
more Canadian towns will be 
touched. In them the vicar plans 


to be as candid as in the U. S 

Rev. Jardine is not adveise to 
commercial radio shots. There was 
a dicker on when he arrived for a 
guestee on the Vallee (NBC-red) 
program, but the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency shied early in the nego- 
tiations because the show spreads 
into Canada, and the agency was 











Raps F.C.C. Habit’ 


Washington, July 20, 

Significant attack upon pro- 
cedure of the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, threaten- 
ing to produce radical change in 
system of deciding radio cases, 
was launched last week by 
WIL, St. Louis. Station has ap- 
pealed to the Federal Court of 
Appeals for the District of Co- 
lumbia from decision granting 
construction permit to St. Louis 
Star-Times and denying its own 
plea for right to change fre- 
quency and power. 

Both raising question of con- 
stitutionality of the Communi- 
cations Act and asking courts to 
rule on the legality of the man- 
ner in which the #. C. C. set- 
tles broadcast tiffs, counsel for 
Missouri Broadcasting Co— 
Louis B. Caldwell, Donald. C, 
Beelar and Percy H. Russell— 
have challenged the practice of 
deciding cases first, entering 
orders, and then—weeks later— 
adopting reasons for the de- 
cision. Contend this is in di- 
rect conflict with principles of 
sound government, besides be- 
ing a violation of the Communi- 
cations Act and in disregard for 
scores of court opinions, 














Now. 





More Bklyn 
Chop Suey’: 
Segal Appeals 


Washington, July 20. 

More slugging between occupants 
of 1400 ke. berth in New York area 
was forecast with request for stay 
and notice of appeal from latest de- 
cision of Federal Communications 
Commission settlement of the 
Brooklyn ‘chop suey’ cases. Prepa- 
rations for bitter court fight against 
deletion are being made by WARD 
and WLTH, which are slated for 
doom under provisions of second 
decision granting three-fourths time 
to WBBC and one-fourth to WVFW. 

Paul M. Segal, counsel for losers, 
notified Court of Appeals of intent 
to fight four-to-one decision winding 
up tiff dating back four years, 


WCOL Appoints Rep 


Chicago, July 20. 
Craig & Hollingberry have been 
appointed national sales representa- 
tive for WCOL, NBC Red and Blue 
ouilet in Columbus, Ohio. 
Station owned and operated by 
Ohio State Journal. 


San Jose Goes Mutual 


San Francisco, July 20. 

Affiliation of station KQW, San 
Jose, with the Mutual and Don Lee 
Broadcasting System, becomes ef- 
fective Aug. 1. Transmitter is a 
1,000-watter, operating on 1010 
kilocycles, and swells the total of 
Don Lee outlets in California to 11. 




















Pat Patterson to L. A. 
Pittsburgh, July 20. 

Pat Patterson, of WVAE, trans- 
ferred to Los Angeles where he will 
be press agent for Hearst California 
Radio System under Ford Billings, 
one-time manager of WCAE. Ap- 
pointment was made during Billings’ 
recent trip east. 

Patterson successor at WCAE is 
Jimmy Murray. 





Van Fleming, NBC producer in San 
Francisco, has resumed work after a 
ten-week cruise to Europe with his 
wife. They made the round trip on 
a freighter by way of the Panama 
Canal. 





afraid the vicar’s inclusion in the 
program might not sit well on Cana- 
dian stomachs. 

The clergyman was imported from 
abroad by Hugh C. Ernst, who paid 
his passage first-class across and 
$1,000 down to bind the pact. Vicar 
is given a cut in the gate takes 
after the charity tie-ups get their 
ends. 


OHIO STATE'S 
FOOTBALL 
TERMS 


Columbus, July 20. 
At least three sponsors on half a 
dozen stations will broadcast Ohio 
State’s home football games this year 
under university athletic 
tion’s new radio policy. 


Doing a reversal of its policy of 
last year, the university is again go- 
ing after the sponsors’ coin, but is 
not selling the broadcasts exclusive- 
ly to one broadcaster and is market- 
ing them on a rigid contract restrict- 
ing commercials to six and a half 
minutes during each of the five home 
games. 


Atlantic Refining Co., 
Griffin Mfg. Co. (shoe cleaner) are 
the sponsors who have already 
bought the entire home schedule. In 
addition, Northwestern Railroad has 
contracted for the Ohio State-North- 
western game for a broadcast on 
WJJD, Chicago. 

Atlantic has contracted for a two- 
station hook-up of WHKC, Colum- 
bus, and WHK, Cleveland, with the 
announcer to be selected by audi- 
tions in Cleveland, July 26.. Kellogg 
will sponsor five home games on 
WBNS, Columbus, where Johnny 
Neblett will do the play-by-play, and 
on WTAM, Cleveland. 

Griffin has contracted with WCOL, 
Columbus, the announcer yet to be 
named. In addition, WOSU, the uni- 
versity station, will have its usual 
unsponsored broadcast of the game, 
giving local listeners plenty of choice 
in descriptions of the games. 

WGAR, Clelevand, and WKRC, 
Cincinnati, are on the maybe list, 
and other stations may come in too. 

Sponsors are now angling for 
Ohio’s away-from-home_ games. 
These are not included in the con- 
tracts with the university, and Ohio 
State is assuming no obligation for 
securing privileges of broadcasting 
other than the home contests. 

University’s cut from the stations 
and bankrollers is 1.3 times the pub- 
lished daytime one-time hourly rate 
of the station broadcasting the game, 
with a 5% discount for the five-game 
schedule. When more than one sta- 
tion carries the description, the uni- 
versity collects the above rate for 
each station on the hook-up. 

Stations desiring to broadcast un- 
sponsored accounts of the games can 
pick up the WOSU broadcast on pay- 
ment of wire costs and all operating 
expenses. And the way is left open 
for the networks to come in for any 
of the games, sans sponsor, on the 
condition that WOSU is connected 
to the network for the broadcast. 


SKOWHEGAN 
FORECAST 


Skowhegan, Me., July 19. 
Editor, VARIETY: . 

AIRADS, Incorporated, is Maine’s 
newest advertising agency. (But we 
also handle programs for Democratic 
sponsors.) 

One of our chief motives in start- 
ing this agency was to pull spot ad- 
vertising out of the slough of prosi- 
ness into which it has fallen in this 
state. (It’s fallen in the other 47, 
too, but we haven’t got around to 
them yet.) We are engaged in the 
cheerful task of making spot ads in- 
teresting to the ear of the listening 
consumer as’ well as that of the 
sponsor. 

Isn't it news, too, when an adver- 
tising agency sponsors a bi- weekly 
one-hour program of its own? That’s 
exactly what we're doing with ‘The 
Air Parade,’ a variety hour pre- 
sented each Tuesday and Friday aft- 
ernoon from 5:30 to 6:30 (EDT) over 
station WABI, in Bangor. 

Maurice Dolbier, 
President, Airads, Inc. 
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Dean Maddox, on KFRC, San 
Francisco, may do Metro-Goldwy"- 
Mayer narration for a series of news 
shorts. 
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EUROPE’S ANTI-ASCAP ECH 





GERSHWIN AS A SYMBOL 


George Gershwin’s untimely death at 38 underscores the glory of the 
‘American songwriter of today. 


Gershwin, more than any one individual, took the songsmith out of Tin | 
Pan Alley, glorified jazz, brought home to his fellow-Americans and to the 
world at large, that the contemporary contributions from the U. S. tune- 
smiths are something vital to the pleasure and perhaps to the well-being 
of the world. 

Numerous memorial programs on the radio nights immediately follow- 
ing Gershwin’s death drove home forcibly how much of a heritage a 
popular songwriter really leaves behind him. The Gershwins, the Victor 
Herberts, the Louis A. Hirsches, the Karl Hoschnas, the Henry Blossoms 
and the present-day herring-tearers haunting Lindy’s, or the Brown Derby 
on Vine street in Hollywood wiil—many of them—never die. 





Their tunes, once fiung into the air, will reverberate down the vista of 
time. They acquire yesteryear associations, sentimental permanence. 

Gershwin is a symbol of this immortality. Musical wealth they 
contributed to the gaiety of the nation, and the economic 
sesses for commercial radio sponsors, and the like, 
evidence that the Gershwins will vividly survive. 


KWK GIRL SINGER JOINS | 
ROGER PRYOR'S BAND | 


July 20. | 

Tommye Birch, vocalist at KWK 
for past four years, joins Roger 
Pryor orchestra at Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, Aug. 9. In private 
life Miss Birch is Mrs. Danny Sey- 
forth, wife of talent director of 
KWK. Recently she was signatured 
for work at MCA but, in turn, was 
assigned to Pryor. 

Harry Babbitt, of KWK 
joined Kay Kyser. 


have | 
value it pos- 


constitutes the best 


SPA Quarrel 
Money-Saver 


For N. Y. Pubs 


St. Louls, 


Major pop publishers estimate that 
the industry has saved itself at least 
$25,000 in advances so far by refus- 
ing to accept new manuscripts by 
members of the Songwriters’ Protec- 
tive Association. Latter’s executive | 
council informed publishers in May | 
that the SPA would assume admin- | 
istrative authority over the sync and 
transcription rights of works placed 
by SPA members after June 1, 1937. 
Publishers have since for the most 
part elected to hold off doing busi- | 
ness with SPA writers. 

One important publisher declared | 
last week that the SPA’s move was | 
a timely one for the publishing in- 
dustry. Slack summer season was 
just approaching and publishers, by | 


, recently 








01 8) SS 
New Smash Hits 


bs) ele) bepaeme), | 
_—_— MASTER AND 
-VARIETY RECORDS 


—e—, 


———— SS 


arrenina ee sitting back as far as advances were | 
concerned, have incurred practically 
no expense against new material. 
Most of the songs which these pubs 
have accepted since the end of May 
are those involving old contracts 
with SPA writers or from sources 
not affiliated with the SPA. Pri- 
marily affected by the attempt of the 
SPA to exercise authority over the | 





EXCLUSIVE PUBLICATIONS, Inc. 


1019, BROADWAY NEW YOPRF W Y 











syne and transcription rights are! 
publishers without picture studio | 
alliances. 


Publishers and officers of the SPA | 
are still jockeying for an hk a 
which will settle the issue. A. M. 
Wattenberg has drawn up a count 
which gives the writer 50% of what | 
the publisher collects on syne and | 
transcription licenses, but this forre 
will likely be rejected by the SPA 
since it stipulates that no recogni- 
tion be given the SPA’s claim to an 
administrative right over the syne 
and transcription rights. 


YOU CAN'T RUN AWAY 
FROM LOVE Gonighe 


I-KNOW NOW. 
THE SONG OF THE MARINES 


CAUSE NY BABY SAYSITS $0 


THE LADY WHO COULON 
BE KISSED 


NIGHT OVER SHANGHAI 


= é 





Harold Lee to N. Y. 


Chicago, July 20. 
Harold Lee, head of the local Wit- | 
mark office here, goes to New York | 
this week to become professional | 
manager of the firm. 
Al Beilin, now with Hollywood 
Musie here, succeeds Lee, 





S- waepautae 


ncvuae/ 
Bing Crosby recorded four tunes | 
from ‘Double or Nothing’ for Decca. ! 


CHARLES WRAREN Prgl Tg 


REMICK MUSIC CORP.N vs 





WATCHING KEEN 


| asserted on the convention floor that 


| ment of these state statutes. 


‘all the intent of defeating interna- 


‘should choose to protect their rights | 


| organization shall represent them, in 


| ally themselves with ASCAP it is up | 
ito the U. S. State Department to | 
|keep this treaty inviolate by inter. | 
|ceding whenever 


| cooperation 


| tal taking of an overdose of a sleep- 
ing potion. 
, House 


| GN. 








ALIEN COMPOSERS, 


FOX CALLS MEETING 


‘Must De 





Puzzled by Individual Amer- 
can States Trying to Can- 
cel International 
right Status Quo 


STATE DEPT. 


Something’ Slogan on 
Bribery Matter 


Copy- 


Harry Fox, gen. mgr. of the Music 
Publishers’ Protective Association, 
has called a meeting of the organi- 
| zation’s board of directors for today 
(Wednesday) to discuss a move he 
has in mind for obtaining better ad- | 
herence to the code of fair trade 


| practice now supposed to bind the 
the enactment by industry. 


various state legislatures of measures | It 


International repercussions may be 
expected from 


is understood that the MPPA 
hostile to the American Society of | has on hand evidence showing wide- 
Composers, Authors and Publishers. | SPT€@d use of the payoff and pub- 
John G. Paine, ASCAP gen. mgr lisher-financed orchestrations in the! 
, AS ' gr., 


: . . aie 
who returned last week from a con- | >USiness of getting band plugs ove! 


: . sae edgy > air 
vention of performing rights societies the air. 


Metro-Robbins 
Sherman, Clay Co. 
156 Buy Looks In’ 


! 


, in Paris, declared that delegates from | 


a number of European nations had 


they would ask their foreign min- 
isters to protest against the enforce- | 


Paine said that the European dele- 
gates expressed themselves as puzzled 
by states passing laws which have 


tional copyright agreements. These | 
agreements were made for mutual | 


| protection and these European copy- | 


right owners, stated Paine, could not | 
see what right the individual states 


Sz é isco, July 20. 
had to tell them what manner they | an Francisco, July 


Julian T. Abeles, attorney for the 
Metro-Robbins-Feist-Miller music in- 
terests, has been here a week con-| 
ferring with the Sherman, Clay & 
to | ©9 officials anent a $75,000 deal 

| whereby S-C sells out to the Metro- | 
Robbins syndicate. Proposed idea is 
for Jack Robbins’ firms to merge 
the Sherman-Clay catalog with its 


: : any attempt and | most recently acquired Miller Music | 
made to restrict the trading rights Co., Inc., and thus strengthen that} 
} 


of foreign parties to the covenant. firm. 


Overseas Situation | There have been a number of 
declared that what im-/| minor legal hitches, but understood | 


in the United States. International | 
agreement does not stipulate what 


this country, and if they elect 


Paine 


| pressed him most during the conven- | that before Attorney Abeles returns 
| tion was the evidence given of the | to 


N. Y. the deal 
consummated. 


RAID ‘HOBO NEWS’ 


Seng Sheet Piracy Charge Against 
Patrick Mulkern 


will be virtually 
and _ support’ which | 
foreign performing rights societies 
obtain from their governments. Fed- 
eration of performing rights societies 
voted implicit backing of ASCAP in 
the latter’s campaign for the adop- | 
tion of an international copyright 
agreement. 

Convention put itself on record as; Accompanied by federal officers, 
being opposed to the United States | Arthur Hoffman, chief investigator 
‘entry into the Berne convention un- | of contraband publications for the 











less the law which provided for such | music industry, last week raided 
entry was as broad and adequate as the printing plant of the ‘Hobo 
the international copyright union it- | News’ in downtown N. Y. City and 
self. | confiscated over 3,000 cowboy song- 

| Patrick B. Mulkern, alias 





| O'Mall 
O'Malley, printer and distributor of 
| the sheets, was held for action by 


CRAWFORD OVER , the Federal grand jury. Also arrest- 
HIS INDISPOSITION | Fades re patti Raped no 


over the caption ‘Shy Ann.’ 

Mulkern was traced from Chicago 
| whence he had shipped the bootleg 
| songsheets for disposal. Raiders also 

confiscated copies of the ‘Hobo 
| News’ on the grounds that the latest 
issue contained the lyrics of several 
copyrighted tunes. 





Bobby Crawford Is over his indis- 
position resulting from the acciden- 


Stricken at his Essex 
(N. Y.) apartment, he was 
|} removed to the Medical Arts hos- 
‘pital. Accident occurred last week. 

Former head of Crawford Music 
Corp. came east to set a film produc- 
tion deal with Grand National. Em- 
braces indie filmusical making for 





Al Goodheart, Al Hoffman and 
Sammy Lerner’ co-authored’ the 
score of Gaumont-British production, 
‘Gangway.’ Jack Mills is publishing. 


Accident called Mrs. Mary Craw- | 
ford, his wife, and Dan Winkler, his | 
former business associate now with | 
Myron Selznick agency, east from 
Hollywood. 





| 
Victor Baravelle is working on the | 
music for ‘Damsel in Distress,’ Fred | 
‘ Astaire Radio starrer. 


| become inactive as far 
| ications are concerned, 


Attack Inactive Catalogs 


'ASCAP Board May Arrange Permanent Rating— 
| Would Mean Slice of Royalties 


Reform of the method of deter- 
mining publisher seniority in the 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers will be under- 
taken by the pub faction on the 
ASCAP board this fall. Movement 
primarily calls for changing the 
status of firms whose catalogs have 
as new pub- 


Sentiment on the board is strong- 
ly in favor of putting these inactive 


| firms into a permanent seniority 
|Class. Under the present system 
|their seniority standing is deter- 

mined largely by their length of 
| membership in the Society. Most of 


the pubs on the board are of the 
opinion that there should be a limit 
to the seniority points allotted inac- 
tive catalogs out of equity. to mem- 
bers who are constantly adding new 
ones to their lists. Establishment of 
permanent seniority ratings would 
have the effect of substantially re- 


{ducing the royalty shares of inac- 
tive catalogs. 
Frohlich & Schwartz, general 


counsel for ASCAP, has been asked 
to furnish the board with a written 
opinion on the question as to 
whether such permanent seniority 
classification would be contrary to 
the Society’s by-laws. 





Chet Ferrest and Bob White have 
originaled a ditty for Gladys George 


to warble in ‘Madame X’ at Metro. 








Those Prolific Hit Writers— 


WARREN and DUBIN 


maintain thelr terrifie pace with 
another sensational 
seore for the 


MERVYN LEROY 


production 


‘MR. DODD TAKES THE AIR’ 


Starring 


KENNY BAKER 
a 
REMEMBER ME? 


AM | IN LOVE? 
HERE COMES THE SANDMAN 


se 
THE GIRL YOU USED TO BE 
M. WITMARK & SONS, INC. 


1270 @th Ave., RCA Bldg., N. Y¥. ¢ 

















Two New Instrea 
by the 


mtal Novel- 
ublishers of 


“Nola” and “Polly” 


“CHINA DOLL 
PARADE” 


“WHISTLING 
MOSE”’ 


} ae aon nihy Piano or 
rchestra Specialties 


SAM FOX 
PUBLISHING COMPANY 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILOING RADIO CITY 
» 
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THE COUNTRY’S BIGGEST SONG HIT! 


T LOOKS LIKE RAIN IN CHERRY BLOSSOM LANE 


No. 1—Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
By Leslie and Burke---JOE MORRIS MUSIC CO., 1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





No. 1—Sheet Music Sales 


No. 1—Most P 
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dance bands have one and in some 
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| Dorseys Opposite Each | 
Other at Rival Hotels 


It will be brother against brother | 
|when Jimmy Dorsey opens at the 
| Hotel New Yorker, New York, Aug. 
| 19, for an indefinite stay. Tommy 
| Dorsey is in for the summer at the 
| Hotel Pennsylvania, three blocks 
| away. 

| Up until a couple years ago it was 
| the Dorsey Bros. band, with the split 
causing animosities that remained 
| unallayed. 







SUMMER SS 
SPECIALS 


Will Hudson's Latest ‘ 


YOU'RE MY DESIRE 


Sensational Song Hit From 
RKO “New Faces of 1957 


PECKIN 


The New Summer Sensation! 


IS THIS GONNA BE § 
MY LUCKY SUMMER 


Season’s Loveliest Ballad 


MOON AT SEA 


The Comedy Hit of 1937 


TODAY | AMA MAN 


Officially Approved 
Roosevelt-Du Pont Love Song 


Y OUARE THE REASON 


a | 
LOVE SONG 


Mius Music, Ine. 


ore BROADWAY Maw your, ™. Y. 


| 





RUDY VALLEE’S DATES | 


| Will Take Boys To His Lodge For 
Vacation En Route 








Rudy Vallee, closing his engage- 
in Dallas next Friday (23) 
| night, does one-nighters on his way 
back to New York. Plays Little Rock 
on July 24, has an open date July 
25, hits Russell’s Point, Ohio, July 26, 
stops in Columbus, Ohio, July 27, | 
and winds up his tour at Bemus 
Point, Chatauqua, N. Y., July 28. 
After his broadcast from New 
York on July 29, Vallee does a date 
at Old Orchard, Me., July 30. Then 








at Lake Kezar, Me., for a four-day 
rest, following which he plays 
Shrewsbury, Mass., Aug. 4 and the 
Steel Pier, Atlantic City, for the 
weekend of Aug. 6-7-8. 








Alexander Borisoff, first ’cellist of 
the L. A. Philharmonic and Holly- 
wood Bowl orks, is composing and 
scoring for Cantabria’s ‘La Vida 
Bohemia.’ 





Max Steiner, who scored Warners’ 
‘The Life of Emile Zola,’ has com- 
pleted same chore on ‘That Certain 
Woman.’ 














BROWN er FREED’ ; Greatest Score 


By Far the Crowning Achievement of the Series 
M-G-M’S “BROADWAY MELODY OF 1938” 


With These “Hits to Come”: 


YOURS AND MINE 
I'M FEELIN’ LIKE A MILLION 
YOUR BROADWAY AND MY BROADWAY 
GOT A PAIR OF NEW SHOES 


| Robbins Music Corporation ® 799 7th Ave., New York 





























takes his troupe to his summer lodge 


TEMPLE CROWDED FOR 
GEO. GERSHWIN RITES 


More than 3,000 people taxed the 
capacity of Temple Emanu-El on 
5th Avenue, N. Y., for the George 
Gershwin services last Thursday (15). 
Despite the steady downpour all 
morning and early afternoon (which 
stopped subsequently), over 1,000 re- 


| 


| mained standing outside the temple | 


while Rabbis Nathan A. Perilman | 
and Stephen A. Wise, respectively 
conducting the services and deliv- 
ering the eulogy, officiated within. 


Temple was banked with fioral 


| pieces from the capitals of the world, 


and most notably from personali- | 
ties in Hollywood, New York, Lon- 
don and Paris. 

Headed by New York’s G 


an ex-N. Y. 
also present, 


Mayor, Jimmy Walker, 
the honorary pallbear- 


|ers of 50 embraced notables from 
| Broadway, 


Hollywood, radio and the 
other arts and finance. 

Ossip Giskin, cellist, the Perole 
String Quartet comprising Joseph 
Coleman, Max Hollander, Lillian 

| Fuchs and Joseph Ernst Silverstein, 
| with Gottfried H. Federlein at the | 
| organ, contributed the musical pro- | 
| gram. 

Rabbi Wise in his eulogy stressed | 
| the spirit of America in acclaiming 
one who so proudfully proclaimed his 
Americanism by having captured the 
spirit of his land and interpreted it 
into song. This, he contrasted it to 
existing conditions in Europe today, 
where talent of Gershwin’s calibre 
‘would have been flung out’ rather 
than esteemed as in America. 


| 








Hollywood, July 20. 
Complete co-operation of members | 
of the American Society of Com- | 
posers, Authors and Publishers has 
been tendered Ira Gershwin on the 
unfinished portion of George Gersh- | 
win’s assignment to do the music for | 
Samuel Goldwyn’s ‘The Goldwyn | 
| Follies.’ 
| Use of member talent goes with | 
the offer. Report here is that Ira | 
will complete the Goldwyn chore | 
alone. Four of the picture’s nine 
| numbers remain to be done, 


Ellinston’s 3-Day Stand 


Columbus, July 20. 

| Longest stay of a big name band 
| here in years set by Nick Albanese 
| for his Arabian Gardens. 

Duke Ellington will play the night | 

















| cert, 


| had 


—_. ; . From the forthcoming 20th 
accordionists will be given next Century-Fox Musical, ‘THIN 
Tuesday (27) at the convention of ICE,” starring Sonja Henie ; 
the National Association of Music 


| Merchants, at the Hotel New Yorker, 
N. Y. Recital is sponsored by Ex- 
celsior Accordions, Inc., N. Y. manu- 
facturers. 


overnor 
Charles Magnante and Pietro Deiro. 
Lehman, and Mayor LaGuardia, with Will 


mo 


cases whole sections of accordions. 

At the Emery Auditorium, Cincin- | 
nati, some time ago an orchestra of 
125 accordions played an entire con- 
unaccompanied by any other 
instrument. And in Milwaukee a 
few days later a band composed 
solely of 85 accordions played a con- 
cert before a larger attendance than 
been drawn by either Rach- 
maninoff or the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra shortly before. 


Recital by six of the leading name 
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Two New Hits! 


“OVER NIGHT” 


and 


“MY SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR” 


Oe RNS. 


ates 


ae 


MOVIETONE 
MUSIC CORPORATION 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO., S 


Sole Ager 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 


RCA BYU RADIO 


Accordionists taking part 
will be Andy Arcari, Joe Biviano, 
| Pietro, Frosini, Frank Gaviani, 





NEW YORK. 


play solos, duets, trios, quar- 
tets and sextets. Idea of the recital, 
according to Excelsior, is to call at- 
tention to the fact that the finest ac- 
cordions are American-made and 
the leading players are American- 
born and developed. 


Sharp increase in accordion sales 
is all the more significant, according 
to dealers, when it is considered that 
the instrument is one of the most 
expensive on the market. Accor- 
dions séll for a minimum of about 
$65 or $70 and the price for a first- 
class instrument for a professional 
averages as much as $750. Several 
leading players have accordions that 
cost more than $1,000. 











THE MERRY -GO-ROUND 
BROKE DOWN 
BORN TO LOVE 
VIENNA DREAMS 


THE MOON IS IN TEARS 
TONIGHT 


HATIN’ THIS WAITIN’ 
AROUND 


HARMS, Inc., R.C.A. Bidg., N.Y.C. 
Mack Goldman, Prof. Mgr. 

















Oakland to Louisville 


Oakland, Cal., July 20. 
Del Courtney, maestro, left Oak- 
land, Calif., Monday (19) for Louis- 
ville where the band opens Friday 
night. 
With him is Mary Ann Bradley, 
his bride, whom he married in Oak- 


land after his Detroit band engage- 
| ment closed. 





“POLYNESIAN ROMANCE” 
“JUST ABOUT RIGHT” 


By 
Lysle Tomerlin and Andy Iona 
Long writes of “South Sea 
Island Magic” 


VANGUARD SONGS 


6411 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, Cal. 
JULIO ALONSO, Prof. Mgr. 


- 




















A great musical score from MGM’s production featuring the MARX BROS. 


““A DAY AT THE RACES”’ 


The swell score, by Gus Kahn, 





Kaper and Jurmann follows: 


TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY 
A MESSAGE FROM THE MAN IN THE MOON 
ALL GOD’S CHILLUN GOT RHYTHM 
BLUE VENETIAN WATERS 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION @ = 799 7th Ave., New York 














From RKO-Radio’s Dynamic Picture, ““‘THE TOAST OF NEW YORK,” with Edward Arnold, Cary: Grant, Frances Farmer, Jack Oakie 


THE FIRST TIME | SAW YOU 


Written by Nat Shilkret and Allie Wrubel. 





spot three days, July 5, 26 and 27. 


A SMASH SONG HIT 


Published by SANTLY BROS., JOY, 


— 





Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York 
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On the 


Upbeat 





Kyser leaves Eastwood Park, 
eee this Friday (23) and after 
; couple of one-nighters in Lansing 
and outside Chicago opens at the 
Meadowbrook Country Club, St. 
Louis, Monday (26) for a stay of two 


week s. 





Madeline Chevelard of Columbus, 
0., gal with little previous experi- 
: joins Charley Gaylord’s band 
at Bill Green's, Pittsburgh, as fea- 
tured vocalist, replacing Margie | 
Strom, who is returning to Chicago 
io resume her musical studies, 


ence, 








Jack Majors and his ‘Pieces of | 
Fight’? are now current at George's 
Place, five miles from Little Rock. | 
George Helmbeck, owner, recently | 
completed installation of air-condi- 
tioning unit, being the first nite club 
owner in section to do so. 


Val Garvin’s band, retaining name 
of leader who died of pneumonia 
couple of months ago, is currently 








“GORDON and REVEL 


Songs for the forthcoming Darryl 
Zanuck-20th Century Fox 
Production: 


“YOU CAN’T HAVE 
EVERYTHING” 


The swell score follows: 


AFRAID TO DREAM 
THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


YOU CAN’T HAVE 
-  EW’RYTHING 


PLEASE PARDON US— 
WE'RE IN LOVE 


DANGER— 
LOVE AT WORK 


Also, Gordon and Revel’s great 
waltz 


| HUM A WALTZ 


from 20th Century’s 
“This Is My Affair” 


KITCHI-MI-KOKO ISLE 


England’s Novelty Hit 


Miccer AAusic, Inc. 


$10 BROADWAY + NEW YORK 


making its first appearance since his 
passing at West View Park in Pitts- 
burgh. Joe Hiller handled. 

Lowry Clark stays at New Penn, 
Pittsburgh, until July 30, when Don 
Bestor comes in for two weeks, his 
first dance appearance in Pittsburgh 
Since he played William Penn Hotel. 
CRA handled. 

Willows in Pittsburgh has picked 
up Woody Herman’s option for ad- 
ditional fortnight following first 
three weeks of engagement and at 
a sizable increase in salary, Rock- 
well-O’Keefe agented, 





Everett Hogland’s band opened at | 


| played a one-nighter at resort Sat- 
| urday (17). 


Ray Englert, of Pittsburgh, re- 





Saltair, suburban Salt Lake City | 
beach resort, Monday (19). Outfit re- 
| places Carol Lofner. Phil Harris | 


COMPETITION 





Most Played on Air 





Combined plugs on WEAF, 
WJZ and WABC are computed 
for the week from Sunday 
through Saturday (July 11-17), 


It Looks Like Rain 
(Morris) 

tTWere or When 
(Chappell) 

Sailboat in Moonlight 
(Crawford) 

Gone With the Wind 
(Berlin) 

Merry-Ge-Reund Broke Down 
(Harms) 

*September in the Rain 
(Remick) 

*There’s a Lull in My Life 
(Robbins) 


*Whispers in the Dark 


Famous) 
newed for remainder of summer at | *] on lone 
Beach Club in Conneaut Lake Park, | (Remick) 
Pa., also doubling for dinner music | stardust on the Moon 
; aut. Jo Hiller | (Marks) 
jt Heel Conan ’ You and Me That Used to Be 
handled. eatin 


| 
| 
| 


' 

















Witmearele °-< 


HOAGY CARMICHAEL’S 


OLD MAN MOON 


From Hal Reach’s MGM Prod. “Tepper” 


The song with the Hawaiian flaver 


LITTLE HEAVEN OF | 
THE SEVEN SEAS 


By Scholl and Jereme 
Writers ef ‘Buckaroo’ 


M. WITMARK & SONS 
1256 Sixth Ave., RCA Bidg., N. ¥. 

















Blue Steel played Club Royle, (Robbins) 
Little Rock suburban nite club, | siti — 
| Thursday and Friday nighis (15 and *Gaese My Bawy Says It’s Se 
16). Unit headed for South Texas (Remick) 


|} and Mexico after 


| Phil Napoleen replaces Gus Arn- 


im *Love Is Never Out of Season 
Howard LeRoy erchestra closed a | 
seven-week run at Westwood Supper | 
Club, Richmond, Va., and opened | 
July 15 on the Lake George Show- | 
boat, Lake George, N. Y., for which 


he is set until Labor Day. | 


(Feist) 

Satan Takes a Holiday 
(lincoln) 

{Strangers in the Dark 
(Crawford) 

*Message From Man in Moen 
(Robbins) 

Miller’s Daughter Marianne 
(Shapiro) 

So Rare 
(Sherman-Clay) 

*Stop, You’re Breaking My Heart 


(Famous) 


Ace Brigede’s orchestra closes at 
Jefferson Beach, Detroit, July 21, and 
then one-nights it until opening 
July 3l-Aug. 6 at Lake Chippewa, 


Ohio. Having a Wonderful Time 
_—-— (Paull-Pioneer) 
Rudy Vallee will appear in a con- fImage of You 
cert and dance at Rainbow Gardens, Toodl (Feist) 
Little Rock, Saturday night (24),|| Toodleco 
One hour long variety show will You're My Desire 
precede dance. (Mills) 


*I’m Feelin’ Like a Million 





dates here. *Indicates filmusical song. 


{Production Number. 











Inside Stufi—Music 


Several writers last week expressed themselves as strongly incensed at 
| Gene Buck, president of the American Society of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers for omitting them when he made up his list of honorary pall- 
bearers at the funeral of George Gershwin. They felt that it could not 
| have been an oversight since Buck knew of their close friendship and col- 
| laborative association with the late composer. Among those who took the 
omission with much chagrin were Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg. 


What drew considerable notice in the industry was the non-inclusion of 
Edwin H. Morris, v.p. in charge of Warner Bros.’ music publishing interests. 
Morris was the only ASCAP director, present in New York at the time, 
who was not on the list. It happens also that Morris’ authority embraces 
Harms, Inc., the catalog holding most of Gershwin’s works, and that Morris 
is v.p. of the late composer’s own publishing firm, New World Music Corp. 

Warner Bros. withdrew its catalogs from the Society in January, 1936, 
and held them out for seven months, 








Collections of the Music Publishers’ Protective Association from tran- 
scription sources during the past month of June amounted to $37,000. On 
the year so far the royalties on transcription licenses cleared through the 
MPPA figures over $165,000. 


Of the $37,000 a lump sum of $25,000 came from the recorded program 
library of Associated Music Publishers, Inc, 








| The orchestra poll among patrons which is being conducted by the 
| Paramount, N. Y., has appealed to the Loew circuit, which has started 
| a similar stunt in one of its out-of-town houses and may spread it to 
| others. Loew's inaugurated the stunt at its Palace, Washington, 

\ 

| 

| 





Mills Music, Inc., also had its availability rating upped at the last meet- 
ing of the special availability committee of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. The boost was from 375 to 400 points. 
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7,800 SPOTS IN U.S. FOR TOURING BANDS 
AND SHOWMANSHIP AIDS 





Small Towns Often Out-Gross Big Cities—Gravy 
Widespread—Dance Tour Biz Very Vigorous— 
1,800 Spots Around Chi, 2,000 Near Cleve, Etc. 





Chicago, July 20. 

Sudden spurt in one niter business 
during past six or seven months has 
sent the band booking line up to a 
new high. Estimated that there are 
approximately 7,800 spots through- 
out the country at the present time 
which are one nite dance dates, with 
locations ranging from villages of 
2,000 on up to big cities. 

Nor is the size of the town any 
criterion as to the amount of busi- 
ness done, according to band bookers. 
Claim is that many of the smaller 
spots, including those far off the 
beaten paths, turn in better grosses 
than recognized city palaces. Reason 
given is that radio build-ups have | 
made cven the bare-footed popula- | 
tion recognize band names when they 
hear ‘em. Particularly is this true | 
after a band has had runs on such | 
stations as WGN, Chicago, or WLW, | 
Cincinnati airer. Either of these | 
two spots, it is claimed, will do more 
to make a band a factor in the 
midwest band business than any- 
thing they could do. Other stations 
add to the reps accordingly, and | 
smart showmanship on part of lead- 
ers and program builders has also | 
helped plenty. 





Competition Healthy 

Another thing which has helped | 
in the general upping of one niter | 
business has been the increased | 
competition among band sellers. Up | 
until a year ago, if the key spot in| 
a community held an exclusive con- | 
tract with an outfit, say, Music Cor- | 
poration of America, nobody paid | 
any attention to the minor places. | 
With the advent of Consolidated | 
came a stiffening of competition, and | 
brokers began developing the less | 
gaudy places, both by exploitation, | 
and by dashing in quick with a name | 
aggregation. Found that, in many 
instances, smart showmanship would 
make the shack outpull the palace, | 
and with that encouragement, they | 
adrenalined the whole country into | 


: ; 
a successful one nite stand circuit. ' 


Records are being broken prac- | 


tically every night in the week. 
Rudy Bundy plays Asbury Park, | 
N. J., to 1,000 dancers. Red Norvo 


comes along a couple nights later 
and plays to 1,700. Kay Kyser’s on 
tour, getting bigger crowds than his 
dates have seen before. Chick Webb 
is doing the same thing. So is Jan 
Garber, who grossed $2,000 at Clear 
Lake, Ia., recently. Joe Haynes is 
out smashing records, and so are a 
lot of others, with the biggest names 
in the business not at all adverse to! 





going out for a few weeks, finding 
that such a procedure adds to their 
reps, besides giving them a fresh- 
ness when they return to key spots 
for long engagements. 

General bettering of business con- 
ditions has also helped to increase 
admission prices and attendance, but 
most of credit is given to radio build- 
ups, and booking competition. 

Breakdown of territories shows 
around 1,800 spots located around 
Chicago, 2,000 around Cleveland, 
2,000 around N. Y., and 1,000 each 
around Dallas and on the Coast. 








Tops in the Music Business 


My Cabin of Dreams 
Gone With The Wind 


The You And Me 
That Used To Be 
Carelessly 


Coming, ANew RKO Musical 
‘Life of the Party’ 


WITH 


Let’s Have Another 
Cigarette 
Roses In December 
Yankee Doodle Band 
So You Won't Sing 
Chirp A Little Ditty 
The Life Of The Party 


Irving Berlin, inc. 


799 Seventh Ave., New York 


HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 























From KKO-Radio's 


LEO FEIST, Inc. * 








SONG HITS FROM A FILM HIT 


LOVE IS NEVER OUT OF SEASON 
OUR PENTHOUSE ON THIRD AVENUE 


“NEW 
From BEN MARDEN’S SMART RIVIEKA REVUK 


THE IMAGE OF YOU 


From THE PAN AMERICAN CASINO REVUE 


DON’T YOU KNOW OR DON’T YOU CARE 


1629 BROADWAY * NEW YORK 


FACES OF 1937" 
































The Englich Swing 
Novelty Sensation 


‘Cuban Pete’ 


Featured on Every 
Important Program 


Dicheaeenenitien emeamnadiinael 
Keleased Soon! 
The Ali-Hit Musieal Score vo. 


“LIFE BEGINS 
IN COLLEGE” 


A 24th Century-Fox Picture 
‘‘arvring the Ritz Brothers 


~e 2— 


HOLLYWOOD SONGS 


RCA BUILDING-RADIO CITY-NEW YORICNY. 
PHIL KORNHEMSER, Gea Mar. 
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MACK GOLDMAN 
PROFESSIONAL On 


HARMS, Inc. 
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Lyrics by Johany Mercer 
Music by Richard Whiting 
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Apollo, Republic and Gaiety Show 
Sapolioed Burly Needs Showmanship 





APOLLO, N. Y. 


Like the rest of the former N. Y. 
buriesque houses purged by Mayor 
LaGuardia and License Commission- 
er’ Moses, the Max Wilner-Emmett 
Callahan Apollo has a Follies. But 
unlike the others, the Apollo’s Fol- 
lies is not a folly. This is really a 
worthwhile production at 55c top, 
clean-looking, nicely paced and, in 
the major portions, plenty entertain- 
ing for the price. 

Vaudeville, plus smart staging by 
‘Allen Gilbert, marks the line be- 
tween this theatre, which reopened 
Friday (16), and the Republic, El- 
tinge and Gaiety, which took off the 
shutters five days before (12). Apol- 


lo’s strength lies in two strong com- 
edy acts, Arthur and Morton Havel 
and Joe Morris (formerly with Flo 
Campbell), plus Ann Corio (Mrs. 
Callahan), burley’s No. 1 stripper, 
who is hardly shedding a brassiere 
under the new setup in these the- 
atres. Republic and Eltinge, which, 
with the Apollo are on 42nd street, 
and the Gaiety on Broadway can 
all take a lesson from this house. 
The lesson is strictly in showman- 
ship, for the Apollo also hasn’t de- 
viated much from the burlesque 
formula. Here the switch to cleanli- 
ness is being sold with an undertone 
of satire, whereas all that the other 
houses did was clean up the black- 
outs to some extent, dress up the 
strippers and put the bumpers in re- 
serve. 

Apollo’s show displays an unusual 
expenditure of coin for a production 
in this type of theatre. Costuming 
is excellent; draperies look clean, 
and there‘s the engaging of Fred 
Hildebrand, once a pretty good vaude 
actor himself, to do the special songs 
and lyrics. Two numbers especially 
stand out, both delivered in song- 
talk fashion by Ann Corio. These 
are ‘Mr. Strip Tease Is Dead,’ a po- 
lite left-jab in the kissers of the 
civic censors, who put the undressers 
under wraps, and ‘I Would If I 
Could, but I Can’t,’ a nice way of 
appeasing the muggs who became 
too accustomed to the old order of 
things. There’s a little too much 
stalling before the delivery of the 
second, but it’s to be expected this 
will be remedied. 

Hildebrand also contributed a neat 
opening song for the 32-girl chorus 
and ballet, another satirical slap at 
LaGuardia and Moss for putting the 
clamps on dirty burlesque. Inci- 
dentally, the girls also contribute 
greatly to the Apollo’s better side. 
Undoubtedly most of them are from 
burlesque, but pepped up and dressed 
neater. They’re really showing some 
life, as well as showing something 
unusual in that ballet corps. Girls 
aren't good toe-dancers, but at least 
they’re on their toes. And anybody 
who saw one of the old burlesque 
lines will understand that. 

Apollo also lays claim to another 
distinction ip comparison with the 
other theatres; only two of its prin- 
picals, both comics, are from bur- 
lJesque. These are Bert Grant, whose 
zaney characterization is okay for 
laughs, though too long, and Joey 
Fay. Straight women are Thelma 

. Temple, who worked in vaude with 
Joe Phillips, and Dorothy Ryan, also 
from vaude, 

Specialties are contributed by Tess 
Noel; acrobatic dancer; Guy Martin, 
nitery hoofer, and Danny Morton 
and Jimmy Lewis, singers. Ali are 
fair enough. 

Of the two standard comedy turns, 
only Joe Morris is doing a semblance 
of his old vaude turn in one spot. 
It’s the old wife and stage-sweet- 
heart routine, delivered here with 
Fay, and the Misses Temple and 
Ryan. However, like the Havels, 
Morris also works throughout the 
show in bits and blackouts. Latter, 
incidentally, are held down to a min- 
imum and the selection is good. 

In comparison with the other bur- 
ley spots, there’s little stripping 
here. And that’s also okay. In a 
couple of the ensemble routines the 
girls shed their bras, but only once 
does Miss Corio give ’em a flash of 
100% bare chassis, and that’s only 
from the waist up. For the ‘Mr. Strip 
Tease Is Dead,’ she’s dressed in a 
sheer black gown that doesn’t leave 
much to the imagination, but not 
tough enough to arouse any censorial 
obiections. 

Major billing in front of the house 
is going to Miss Corio and the open- 
ing night crowd, about half a house, 
remembered her. The Havels and 
Morris also got something like a re- 
cevtion. 

If any of the burley houses are go- 
ing to get anywhere with clean 
shows, then it most likely will be the 
Apollo. Rest of the theatres now 
open don’t compare with this spot in 
quality of shows nor in value of the 
admission scale, despite the fact that 
they’re throwing in pictures while 
the Apollo is grinding its stage shows 
with only a short subject for the in- 
termissions. Those candy butchers, 
however, are murder. - Scho, 


REPUBLIC, N. Y. 


Now that the burlesque impresa- 
rios have become vaudevillians, most 
of them are honest enough (and 
naive enough) to admit that they 
don’t know what it is all about, and 
they are simply groping around in 
the dark. From that standpoint the 
show at the Republic is a pleasant 
surprise. It is not at all bad, it has 
considerable actual entertainment, 
and it seems to be heading some- 
where. All that is needed is con- 
tinued efforts on the part of the 
management to find talent and novel- 
ties. And audiences, of course, but 
somehow the feeling persists (if the 
audience at the final show here Fri- 
day night (16) is any criterion) that 
the customers are available—if the 
shows are. 

At the Republic there is a revue- 
deville show which lasts nearly two 
hours. In it are sprinkled a half 
dozen more or less standard vaude 
acts, there are 20 girls, there are two 
comics, one of whom is funny (not a 
bad average, at that), some singers, 
some straights, some characters, etc. 
Not at all bad. 

The actual entertainment norm is 
still under 50%. That’s high for 
burlesque, however. It’s a consider- 
able improvement. And it is dic- 
tinctly heading somewhere, It is 
opening up new channels. 

There was an 80% house for the 
show caught and about 20% of that 
number consisted of femmes. They 
couldn’t have known when they paid 
their 55c or 35c at the box office 
whether the show was good or not. 
All they knew was that it was live 
talent and that it was not dirty. But 
there they were. Proving, quite dis- 
tinctly, that audience are available 
for live shows. Now the only danger 
is driving ’em away. 

Show here is probably best under- 
stood from a chronological chart. 
Opens with a number by the girls, 12 
in the line and 10 showgirls. Lat- 
ter undrape their chests for a finale 
stationary pose. Edna Kear, a girl 
tapper, fair. A blackout, with Irv- 
ing Selig doing the comedy, brutal. 

Girls in another number with the 
same finale effect. A blackout with 
George Murray doing the comedy, 
also brutal. But Murray has got 
something. He’s away from the usual 
line somewhat, has a fine sense of 
comedy pace and can go places—if 
he can find some material. 

Girls again. Shanghai Wing Wah 
troupe (8) in diabolo spinning, acro- 
batics, etc. Okay, but on ’way too 
long. A blackout. Again bad. Rod- 
ney and Gould in an imitation of 
Lewis and Dody (uncredited). Prob- 
ably nobody in today’s audience re- 
members the original, so okay. Girls 
once more. Vera and Romez Trio, 
a fair-to-middling dance act of two 
males and one femme, nicely dressed. 

Anthony and Rogers in their old- 
time act comedy. Got laughs but a 
perfect answer to what killed vaude- 
ville in the first place. They are still 
doing exactly the same act they did 
way back when, not a word, a ges- 
ture or one whit changed. 

Girls again. Blackout again. And 
pretty funny for a change. It’s this 
fellow Murray. Watch him. Girls 
once more. Don Zelaya, definitely 
a standard with his pianology, out of 
place in the surroundings, but over 
distinctly. Zelaya doesn’t fit, but it 
is a commentary on the audience 
anxiety to be entertained that he got 
more applause than any other turn 
or routine in the proceedings. 

And the girls finish up. 

Unfortunately the management is 
none too sure of itself. It is, admit- 
tedly, a new business. As witness 
the fact that it was a distinct job to 
dig up the names of the performers, 
after show. And the list above fails 
to mention Lee Marmer (didn’t it 
used to be Segal?) who sings a song 
in better than average fashion and 
who paces most of the girl numbers 


v 











vocally, or the pleasant faced young 
man (even the manager doesn’t know 
his name) who does the male vocal 
accomps in fair to middling fashion. 
Or Georgie Rose, the vociferous 
straight man of the old school, or 
the two or three character people. 
Beverly Carr staged the show and 
she may be able to teach the girls 
how to dance, eventually. At least 
half of them already know how to 
walk, which is a great step io 
auf. 


GAIETY, N. Y. 


Sapolioing process on this former 
burlesquer seems to have worn off 
most.of the lustre that was. Replac- 
ing the former tinsel is a mortuary 
air permeating in what had former- 
ly been Broadway’s ace temple of 
strip-tease and naughty blackouts. 
That, before the City fathers decreed 
that New York was sufficiently sex- 
conscious without the anatomical ex- 
hibs and limboed the classification 
‘Burlesque’ from this town’s theat- 
rical horizon. 


The sudden transition from the 
bawdy shows to straight vaude has 
been a tough one to figure and looks 
like it will be even tougher as they 
go along. Shows are still in experi- 
mental stage and look it. The girly 
buildup, spacing the vaude acts, is 
all there is left of burlesque and 
only synthetic. The ladies of the en- 
semble still do above-the-waist dis- 
plays, but that’s all. Burly fans 
won’t take it as is, and it’s a ques- 
tion if operators’ bankrolls can stand 
the gaff of weekly losses until there 
is some appeal from the arbitrary 
censorship now obtaining, or can 
educate them to the vaude idea. It’s 
a tossup. 


For second show under new policy 
at this house they are giving six 
acts of vaude with a line of girls, 
and a mixed trio of warblers, plus 
Jack Lyon, Helen Davis, Gladys Fox 
and Yolanda Lossee, Oriental dancer. 
The numbers are peppy; admirably 
presented and nicely costumed, pro- 
viding flash, if nothing else. How- 
ever, the idea doesn’t seem to jell 
yet but maybe it will improve as 
they go along. 

Lyon and Davis duet the opener 

backed by house girls, 14 ponies and 
six showgirls making way for Three 
Phantoms, colored dance trio, com- 
prising two men and girl who snap 
across some fancy dance routines 
that register. Yolanda Lossee fol- 
lows with a torrid Oriental as pre- 
lude to Gladys Fox and girls in ‘Old 
Cow Hand,’ getting so-so results. 
Jones-Rooney Trio, two men and 
girl, proceed with an admixture of 
travesty acrobatics which gets some 
guffaws on the slapstick stuff, femme 
member contributing a tap that’s 
okay. 
The Littlejohns provide flash and 
novelty with their juggling atop 
huge  rhinestone-studded = globes 
backed by gorgeous rhinestone-stud- 
ded set. They top their balancing 
feats with a tap while balancing on 
the globes that evoked the first good 
palm-whacking returns thus far. 
Florence Mann, next, okay with her 
songs, giving way to Ray Hughes 
and Pam, standard act that used to 
wow them in yesteryear’s vaude but 
didn’t here. Both work hard but had 
a slim, tough bunch to deal with. 
They were sitting on their hands 
most of the time and wouldn’t budge. 
Hughes caught on right away and 
let it go at that. Romano Bros., in- 
strumentalists in clown costumes, 
finally work them up with torrid in- 
strumentation on guitar and banjo- 
guitar topped by vocals. Smaller 
chap of the duo warbled ‘Laugh, 
Clown, Laugh’ to good returns and 
topped with ‘Yiddisha Momma.’ 
House performers and girls in bub- 
ble ballet for finale, effectual and 
liked. 

Despite diversity of layout there 
is no sock to the show. The out- 
fronters were still waiting for en- 
trance of comics when finale cur- 
tain dropped. 

Biz terrible Friday night (16), with 
only a third of the lower floor occu- 
pied and nobody upstairs. House 
was cool, audience cooler and show 
not so hot. 

[House folded Sunday night; biz 
brutal; news story in this issue.] 





For a couple of days last week it 
looked as though Broadway would 
get another two-a-day vaude the- 
atre. Then the b.o. at the Gaiety, 
N. Y., took a dive and Messrs. Abe 
Minsky and Izzy Herk, operators, 
called off their straight-vaude plans 
for the Fulton, around the corner on 
46th street 

Fulton was to have opened Thurs- 
day (22) at 99c top and 15 shows 
weekly, the extra show being a mid- 


night performance rather than a 
Saturday supper show as was the 
case at the Palace. Eddie Lynch 
was producing the first show, with 





26 girls already in rehearsal when 


Fulton, N. Y., 2-a-Day Vaude 
Off Until Labor Day; Acts Paid 





the plans were dropped. Girls were 
paid off. 

Minsky-Herk interests say they'll 
reopen the Fulton with the two-a- 
day policy on Labor Day. 

Gaiety’s business started at a fair 
gait with the reopening of the for- 
mer burlesque house July 12, then 
slumped after the first three days 
as word got around that the enter- 
tainment offered was not variety, 
but only sapolioed burley. Biz at 
the Eltinge and Republic on 42nd 
street, which opened the same time 
as the Gaiety, also fell off for the 
same reason. 

Minsky and Herk had leased the 
Fulton for burlesque about a week 
before all houses were officially 
sloughed. 





VAUDE-—NITE CLUBS 


Wednesday, July 21, 1937 





Philly Bookers’ Ass'n Looks 








Like Bust, Lack of Interest 


Coney Is. Panze Joint 
Sloughed After 2 Nites 


Oriole Gardens, Coney Island, 
folded abruptly last week when cops 
ordered yanking of panze floor show 
with threat of lifting the cab license 
unless the ‘temperamentals’ were 
aired, 

The show had been in but two 
nights prior to cop interferences and 
-ypoed biz considerably. Spot now 

unning with band and singing wait- 
ers, with possible femme additions 
on the weekends. 


MOSS PROBES 
A. C. ‘LEGION 
FIASCO 


P. J. McAndrews, president of the 
United States Assn., Inc., and in- 
volved in the no-payoff of a $10,000 
stage show at Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City, appeared before Li- 
cense Commissioner Paul Moss in 
N. Y. Friday (16) for a preliminary 
hearing. His testimony was brief. 
McAndrews, a layman engineer in 
the employ of the U. S. Army, stated 
that he was bending every effort to 
pay off the acts. 

Moss ordered an investigation of 
the U. S. A. Inc., before taking 
action on the licensing matter. 
U. S. A., Inc., booked the show, but 
isn’t licensed as an employment 
agency. 

Specific complainants against Mc- 
Andrews before Moss were the Beale 
Street Boys, Lester Cole’s Singers 
(12) and the Picchiani Troupe, all 
represented by I. Robert Broder. 

McAndrews told Moss that Bob 
Higgins (Lydell) and Marvin Welt 
were associated with him in the 
booking of the show. He absolved 
Herbert Hoey, saying that the latter 
acted only as agent for some of the 
acts in the show. 


Minskys’ Oriental, N. Y., 
Trying Colored Revues 


Oriental, N. Y., former burley, re- 
lights today (Wednesday) with a 
sepia revue labeled ‘Doing the Up- 
town Downtown.’ Sepia idea hit 
upon by house ops, Herbert and 
Morton Minsky, rather than toy with 
vaude unit idea with burlesque per- 
formers as others have been doing 
since reopening. Opener staged by 
Leroy Broomfield and Aurora, Bobby 
Sanford supervising. 

Ralph Brown, Dusty Fletcher, 
Swann and Lee, Mabel Scott, Two 
Zephyrs and Erskine Hawkins Har- 
lem Uproar House band are spotted 


in show. 
Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 














Christ Hagedorn New Yorking at 
the Post Graduate hospital, where he 
took a major op to good results. Dr. 
Clarence Straatsma, noted plastic 
surgeon, did the cutting. Doc likes 
show-folks. 

Abel Cary Thomas, ex-Warner 
Bros. exec, and Cornelius Daley here 
look-seeing and vacashing. 

Bryce T. Lavigne, orch leader, 
Hotel Saranac, said ‘I do’ to Rose 
Carlton. 

Julius Theodorowit, asst. concert 
master Boston Symphony, Lake 
Placiding and ogling a mess of this 
town. Likes the Will Rogers home. 

Hazel (Gladstone) Coleman, ex- 
NVAite for so many years, took over 
the Hollywood kid-dress-shop, as- 
sisted by her hubby, Monroe, selling 
pretties. 

Rumsey estate taken over by the 
Barrie family, mother and aunt here. 
Wendy Barrie to vacash here for 
golfing, fishing and needed rest. 

Coming and going are, Marty 
Fisher to Albany, A. B. Anderson to 
Savin Rock, Conn., E. G. Dodds to 
Albany, Johnny Highland to Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

The fish that Ruth Morrts caught 
up here while vacashing were not 
so big, more like sardines. 

Write to those whom you know in 
Saranac and elsewhere who are sick. 


Philadelphia, July 20, 

Philadelphia Theatrical Booking 
Agents Association, formed here two 
weeks ago to clean up conditions 
among 10% guys, looks like a flop, 
Only six of 14 members showed for 
meeting at office of Prexy Tony 
Phillips, Friday night. 

Phillips, never enthusiastic or op. 
timistic about prospects of bringing 
large number of city’s 90 agents into 
the org, has promised Tom Kelly, 
prez of United Entertainers’ Asso. 
ciation, to make final valiant attempt 
for members by paying personal 
visits to other bookers. Kelly has 
hopes of doing considerable sweep. 
ing of the nitery bookng field by 
strengthening his own organization 
and the bookers’ organization and 
working together. 

Some of big legitimate agents, like 
Jay Raymond, have refused to come 
into the new fold created by the 
10 %ers on contention they don’t like 
manner in which some members do 
biz. Phillips admits he doesn’t like 
some of them himself, but maintains 
that all the important agents should 
come in to give the organization 
strength and.then a violent house- 
cleaning from within can take place, 


FIVE PHILLY SPOTS 
GO UNION ON BANDS 


Philadelphia, July 20, 
Five niteries here have come into 
line and installed union bands dure 
ing the past week on mere threats of 
picketing by the Tooters’ local. Cam- 
paign by the musickers to get or- 


ganized orchs into all the city’s late 
spots now in full swing and ap- 
parently getting results. 

Latest to come through are Fire- 
side Inn, Hogan’s, Lexington Grille, 
Cadillac Tavern and Bombay Gar- 
dens. All have been given ‘C’ scale, 
providing five nours playing nightly 
for $28 a week. Conferences were 
arranged between owners and A. A, 
Tomei, prexy of Local, after notifica- 
tion that picketing would begin if 
non-union bands were not replaced. 

One spot, Wilson’s, now being 
picketed. Management has put out 
large signs announcing that em- 
ployes are satisfied with conditions 
and are not on strike. 











N. Y. Gaiety’s Asst. Stage 
Manager Falis to Death 


Albert Cannon, 28, assistant stage 
manager at the Gaiety, N. Y., either 
fell or jumped to his death early 
Monday morning (19) from his fifth 
floor room in the Hotel Florence, 
West 44th street. He fell to the 
sidewalk in front of the hotel. 

According to friends, Cannon had 
been brooding for several weeks 
over the closing of burlesque at the 
Gaiety, where he had been em- 
ployed for some time. House re- 
opened July 12 with vaude policy 
and he returned to work, but the- 
atre shuttered again after the Sun- 
day (18) night show, which auto- 
matically threw him out of employ- 
ment with others. Body was re- 
moved to the morgue pending ar- 
rival of relatives. 





NEW B’KLYN NITERY 

Fenway Gardens, new nitery in 
East New York section of Brooklyn, 
opened last week with John Stupfl 
operating. 

Charley Nobles emcees for floor 
show of versatile femme sextet with 
Ray Kenny orch for dansapation, 





DeMarcos, Gray in Chi 
Chicago, July 20. 

The DeMarcos and Alexander 
Gray head the new Empire Room 
show at the Palmer House opening 
Aug. 6. 

Dick Gasparre orchestra for dans- 
aption. 


—— 





Roger Pryor at Edgewater 
Chicago, July 20 
Roger Pryor orchestra comes t 
the Beachwalk at the Edgewater 
Beach Hotel here on Aug. 6 for the 
remainder of the summer. 
Booked through Music Corp. of 
America. Pryor was in town /as! 





winter at the College Inn. 
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VAUDE—BURLESQUE 





VARIETY 57 








The same thing killed both vaudeville and burlesque. Both were blah. 
Now New York is undergoing an attempt to hybridize the two into what 
is called a new form of entertainment—a commendable effort. Which 
prings forth an immediate fear onthe part of show business, Will it suc- 


~ ceed? Can it succeed? Or is it doomed before it even starts? 





Once-over of the first half dozen or so shows produced under the new 
notion of things in New York is not too encouraging, The chance is there. 
The audiences are there—where the shows are fair, All that is needed is 
shows—and showmanship, 





The impresarios of the new type burlesque-cum-vaude (or Follies, as 
the city fathers have arbitrarily tagged ’em) are confessedly frightened to 
death. They needn’t be. Their experiment is not such a radical one as 
they would like to believe, 





In England there has been revuedeville for quite some time now. It 
consists of a combo of revue and vaude. Revue is not burlesque? What 
else is it, without strip-teasing and without dirt? 





The impresarios claim they want advice. There is only one pertinent 
piece of advice for them—give the audience some entertainment, Don’t 
think you're kidding ’em; they’re at least as smart as you are, 





There were two kids in the audience at the Republic theatre (N. Y.) 
Friday night. It was a shock to see them. And yet they sat through the 
show and seemed to be having a pretty good time. It’s no place for kids 
yet, but it’s something to think about. Kids made up a goodly portion of 
the vaude programs in the old days. Many a comedian knew that if he 
could get the kids to laugh he was over. Right now, vaudcue—or what- 
ever you want to call it—is still no place for kids. Later, maybe, yes. So 
that’s something to shoot at. Almost every big or little business thrives 
on the family trade, 





In two of the three new shows which opened over the weekend in N. Y. 
are comedy’ acts of ancient vintage. They were good once, very good. 
They’re still good. But it is possible that they have forgotten why they 
were forgotten by the folks out front. They were passed up because they 


didn’t keep step. They learned an act and they stuck to it. You can’t 
do that. The dumbest audiences have good memories for gags. And they 
resent hearing the same line the fourth or fifth or sixth time. Some of 


the customers laughed because they’re new customers; they’ve forgotten or 
never knew the acts in the old days. But how about next week? When 
it will be old stuff to them? 





The backbone of vaudeville always was tempo arid change, Keep things 
moving. That’s another thing to remember. Most of these new shows 
are inclined to be slow, hesitant. You can’t do that. Don’t give the lads 
a chance to walk out on you in the middle of a number—even if it is con- 
tinuous policy. 





And new talent. It must be dug up. It exists somewhere, It always 
did. The old-timers can be taken care of, sure, but mix ’em with the 
youngsters. That's the life-blood of show business. If you can develop 
one youngster that legit or pictures or radio steals away from you that’s 
no loss. That’s all to the mustard. That’s what is known as building; 
reputation, publicity. It’s healthy. Let people talk about how many stars 
graduated from your stages and you've got something, 





Most encouraging angle of anything to do with these new shows {s not 
the shows, or the talent. It’s the audiences. The very first day, with 
announcement that dirt is out, there were customers. The customers didn’t 
know what they were letting themselves in for, good, bad, or indifferent, 
but they were willing. That means something. They were ready to take 
a chance. They, quite obviously, wanted stage entertainment—as long as 
it was within their reach as far as money is concerned. And a goodly 





No Minsky 


Izzy Herk, associated with 
Abe Minsky in operation of the 
Gaiety, N. Y., is reported to 
have visited License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss and made an 
impassioned plea for restoration 
of the Minsky name to the mar- 
quee of the Gaiety, to which 
the Commish turned a deaf ear. 

Moss was just as adamant 
that the Minsky name _ was 
taboo and let it go at that. 
There was some talk of legal 
action for restoration of the 
trade name, but this has been 
declared out. 














portion of the audiences at all houses were female. 
lesque epileptics hoping for a break. 


unseen audiences. 


So it wasn’t old bur- 
It was new audiences—or old and 





And it wasn’t the picture house mob, because they could be a good deal 


more comfortable in the large, air-cooled emporiums, 


to think about, too. 


That’s something 





The audiences are seemingly there. 


‘em. 


Give ‘em shows, and you can hold 





Jurisdiction Battle 


on Burley 


House; Four A’s to Vote Whether 
AFA or BAA Gets the Union Nod 


Jurisdictional battle between the 


American Federation of Actors and 
the Burlesque Artists Ass’n in the 
former New York burley theatres 
got a hearing Friday (16) by the 
Associated Actors and Artists of 
America (Four A’s), international 
AF.L. affiliate covering the acting 
profession. Decision is slated to be 
made Thursday (22). Lots depends 
on how the now Follies pans out at 
the b.o. So far it’s not so fancy. 


Entire matter hinges on whether 
the shows in the burley theatres now 
are vaudeville or cleaned-up bur- 
lesque. Theatre operators, at the 
behest of Mayor Fiorello La Guardia, 
are calling the shows variety enter- 
tainment. BAA, however, contends 
that the productions are burlesque, 
even if under a different tag. 

Regardless of which way the ver- 
dict goes, it will have to be a hair- 
line decision, depending entirely on 
Which definition is accepted. City 
administration banned the name 
burlesque because of its natural af- 
finity to the old strip-and-bump 
order of entertainment in the thea- 
tres which were closed last May. 
BAA bases its claim on the premise 
that it was only the tag of the pro- 
duction that were changed, not the 
Shows, 

AFA and BAA cannot question 
of which has the jurisdiction. Those 
branches voting on the question are 
Actors’ Equity, German White Rats, 
Chorus Equity, Hebrew Actors’ 





Union, Grand Opera Artists Associa- 
tion, Grand Opera Choral Alliance, 
Screen Actors’ Guild and Singers 
Guild, 

AFA, because of the intervention 
of Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the vaude union, secured 
closed shop agreements in all of the 
burlesque houses. Opening day (12) 
at the Republic, in fact, two acts, 
Alphonse Berg and Ray and Harri- 
son, were not permitted to perform 
because they were not AFA mem- 
bers. 

Although they did not participate 
in the huddle over union jurisdic- 
tion, it is stated that the stagehands 
and musicians had ruled the re- 
sumed shows as vaudeville. Sam 
Scribner, assigned to check up for 
Mayor La Guardia’s committee 
formed to keep the performances 
within bounds, said the shows are 
vaude too, strengthening the AFA 
contention. 

Chorus Equity has a definite in- 
terest in the decision. It has nothing 
to do with burlesque but if the AFA 
is given jurisdiction, rules. of 
Equity’s chorus branch will apply as 
in presentation houses, 

Contest of the unions as to which 
is boss, goes only for the City of 
New York, in all other spots where 
burlesque operates, the BAA’s juris- 
diction not being in dispute. 





’ Felix Bernard and Irving Bibo are 
set to score ‘Wallaby Jim of the 
Islands’ for Grand National. 





Stage Band Policy 
Set to Oust Units 
At Stanley, Pitts. 


Pittsburgh, July 20 

As a result of comparative show- 
ings in last few months, Stanley, 
WB deluxer, is dropping units and 
going in exclusively for bands. Even 
in cases where film people have been 
booked for p.a.’s, house is putting 
musical outfits on same bill, Joe 
Venuti being current with Herman 
Bing and Will Osborne coming in 
week of July 30 with Three Stooges. 


Imposing list of name bands al- 
ready lined up by Stanley, carrying 
town’s only flesh site well into Sep- 
tember. -~Jimmy Dorsey comes in 
Aug. 6; Clyde McCoy, Aug. 27; Eddy 
Duchin, Sept, 3; Glen Gray and his 
Casa Loma ork a week later, and 
Horace Heidt, Sept. 24. 


Deal also on to bring in Dick 
Stabile before returning to William 
Penn hotel Oct. 1 for the winter 
dance season. Kay Kyser, Vincent 
Lopez ahd several others, including 
Wayne King, being dickered with at 
same time. Only unit Stanley has 
booked between now and fall is sec- 
ond anniversary Bowes ams, coming 
in Friday (23), 








Readying ‘Bergeres’ 
For French Casino, N.Y. 


New French Casino show on 
Broadway next month will reassume 
the ‘Folies Bergeres’ tag, a label 
with which the venture first opened 
until Clifford C. Fischer of the pres- 
ent F. C. management and J. C. Stein 
(Music Corp. of America) encoun- 
tered some difficulties. After being 
dropped for two seasons, Stein and 
Fischer settled their legal squabbles 
including a leasing arrangement for 
the ‘Bergeres’ title for the next three 
years. 

Fischer came to N. Y. on a quickie 
a fortnight ago, returning to Paris 
last week to bring back the new 
‘FB’ revue he has been readying. 

It'll be a race between the new 
International Casino atop the Cri- 
terion Theatre, N. Y., and the estab- 
lished French Casino which opens 
first this season. Latter looks to have 
the edge as the International is still 
in process of building although 
Pierre Sandrini and Jacques Charles, 
imported French stagers, are ready- 
ing the show meantime, 


Indian Girl As M. C. 


Girl m.c. in Greenwich Village 
nitery, Bertolotti’s, is an Indian. 
She’s Yula Flurnoy, 100% 

blooded Cherokee. 


Philly Singing Waiter 
Held on Murder Charge 


Philadelphia, July 20. 

Singing waiter in niteries here 
and in Atlantic City was charged 
with murder of Alice St. John, 55, in 
Atlantic City last Thursday (15), En- 
tertainer is Thomas Dalton, 38. Miss 
St. John’s body was found in At- 
lantic City Canal on July 5. Dalton 
pleaded innocence and was held for 
grand jury. 

Woman was first reported to have 
fallen off walkway leading to boat 
houses on the thoroughfare and a 
certificate of accidental death had 
been issued. Detectives’ investiga- 
tion led to arrest of Dalton, 


Howard’s 2 Units 


_Harry Howard is readying two 
new vaude units. One is a new edi- 
tion of ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ title of 
the other not set. 

Boots McKenna will stage dances 
for both, Clark Robinson doing the 
settings. 
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PHILLY SHIFTINGS 


Vaude Replacing Colored Shows at 
Nixon’s—Lincoln Goes Yiddish 





Philadelphia, July 20. 

Much shifting in colored vaude 
situash here will take place at open- 
ing of season towards-end of~August. 
One of principal changes will be 
ousting of the Negro acts from 
Nixon’s Grand theatre and replace- 
ment with white talent. Colored 
name attractions will be booked in 
occasionally. 

House, under management of Sam 
Stiefel, was only a mild success last 
season with colored vaude policy. 
Another shift will put Yiddish 
legit in the Lincoln. This house, in 
heart of South Philly black belt, was 
operated for several years by Stiefel 
with colored vaudefilm policy until 
he took over the Grand. The The- 
atrical Union of Jewish Actors, a 
stock outfit, will operate the Lincoln. 


HERSHEY MAKES TRY 
WITH VAUDE POLICY 


Hershey, Pa., July 20. 
Hershey Community Theatre, east- 
ern Pennsylvania deluxer, experi- 
menting with new vaude policy. 
House, which does well in regular 
season with units, is putting its own 
together during the summer months. 
‘Hersheyettes,’ line of girls, is kept 
on the spot all the time and house 
books in regular bill of acts. Under 
direction of Harry Krivet, the acts 
are worked into unit form to con- 
form with house policy. 
Theatre playing vaude last half 
and only at night. Acts do one show 
Thursday evening, one Friday eve- 
ning and two on Saturday night. 


Deauville, St. Loo, Gets 
$1,800 Under Hammer 


St. Louis, July 20. 

Furnishings of swank Deauville 
Club, formerly Casino de Paree, 
brought $1,800 under auctioneer’s 
hammer last week. Opened several 
years by Mrs. Elsie Rothschild, club 
was operated by Jack Ford, orch 
leader, when it shuttered last Sep- 
tember. 

Auction was held for benefit of 
mortgagee who lent Ford $10,000 to 
purchase property from Mrs. Roths- 
child. Ford defaulted in payment 
and attorney for mortagee asked for 
sale. Furnishings were inventoried 
at $13,000 and included a $4,300 rug 
and other costly carpeting. Pur- 
chasers of fixtures, etc., mostly oper- 
ators of other niteries, refused to bid 
for bulk purchase and all sales were 
by items. Highest bid was $460 for 
carpeting. 

Club had trouble with New York 
owners of Casino de Paree on 
grounds that use of name by local 
nitery was an infringement, Name 
was then changed, 


2 New Dixie Niteries 


Chicago, July 20. 

Sligh & Tyrrell now booking the 
Washington-Youree hotel, Shreve- 
port, La., and Club Rex, Birming- 
ham. Show set includes Fanchon 
Davis, Bud and Buddies, and Vernon 
and Vanoff. 

Club Rex bill has Kay Toland, 
Billy Severin and Tala and Jaime. 


























Heat and Bad Biz 
Bankrupts N. Y. Nitery 


One of the more than a score of 
West 52d street (N. Y.) niteries— 
all of whom have been suffering with 
the heat’s denting of business— 
finally had to resort to the bank- 
ruptcy courts for relief. Tin Pan 
Alley, Inc., at 60 West 52d, has peti- 
tioned for one of those 77b reorgs. 

Liabilities total $10,957 and assets, 
$11,350. 

Meantime Billy Reed is planning 
to add to the West 52d street nite 
club parade with a new spot, the 





Vaude-Burlesque Marriage None 
Too Good; Gaiety Flops Out Quick, 
Others Weak: Apollo, Republic OK 


Vaude idea in the former New 
York burlesque houses is not jelling, 
save at two of the houses, Apollo and 
Republic. First casualty, after a 
seven-day try, was the Gaiety, 
jointly operated by I. H. Herk and 
Abe Minsky, which folded Sunday 
night (18). Scrapping of the mid- 
night show on Saturday was the tip-~ 
off, since it was the first time in the 
history of the house operation. 


Trio of house singers, 14 choristers 
and six show girls were paid off 
with the acts and notified of the 
suspension until further notice. 
Minsky and Herk are reported as 
being convinced by slim takings of 
the week that the new idea: won't 
do. Rather than toss good money 
after bad, they preferred to shut 
down until they get a better idea 
or until there is an ease on present 
regulations. Report is that the 
house may go grind film, with other 
other interests operating, but this is 
denied by the Herk-Minsky repre- 
sentative. 


Apollo opened Friday (16) with a 
strong line-up headed by Ann Corio, 
ace strip teaser who doesn’t strip 
now; Joe Morris, Aribyir and Mor- 
ton Havel and Fred Hillebrand, 
latter standard vaude names co- 
ordinated in a revue type of enter- 
tainment with girly back-up, some 
skits but no dirt. Show did good 
biz Friday and Saturday, but nothing 
like old times, with Saturday mid- 
nite way below par. Ditto for the 
Republic, further up the street on 
42nd Street, trying a blend of bur- 
lesque and vaudeville acts and also 
utilizing the revue formula of 
presentation. 


Eltinge, across the street on 42nd 
St., showed some speed the first 
couple of days after reopening, but 
dived after midweeek, with the 
Gaiety doing notoriously bad busi- 
ness from the start. Reports were 
around Monday night (18) that the 
Republic and Eltinge would shutter 
this week but this was denied. How- 
ever, all houses are reported as op- 
erating on a week-to-week basis, 
with no outstanding contractual obli- 
gations to either choristers, stage- 
hands or musicians and can fold any 
week without notice. 


From a reliable source comes a 
logical explanation for the slipshod 
opening shows that were hurriedly 
thrown together after License Com- 


«missioner Paul Moss agreed to issue 


probationary three-month licenses, 
and houses were reopened in prac- 
tically an hour. Some of the ops 
wanted to pass up the probationary 
license and remain closed until Sep- 
tember. This would have given them 
time to figure out something better 
than the quickie shows which 
eventuated, When all wouldn’t agree 
to this they all opened with a helter 
skelter show trying to beat one an- 
other in and now they’re sorry they 
didn’t wait. 


CENTRAL CITY NITERY 
OFF TO POOR START 


Central City, Col. July 20. 

Opening of the C. C. night club 
was evidence that sponsors of this 
portion of the Central City Play 
Festival have learned nothing about 
presenting a cafe show. Shiela Bar- 
rett was imported and made to do 
her stuff at one end of a narrow, 
long room, with some of the patrons 
seeming to be half a block away. Per- 
haps previously they have had talent 
worth no more attention than that, 
but this year some of the customers 
were there to see and hear Miss 
Barrett, and many of them did 
neither. She should have been given 
a platform in the middle of the 
room. As it was, many stood up to 
see her do her impersonations, re- 
sulting in shutting off those back of 
them. 

There wasn’t even a loud-speager 
system, 











Lotte Goslar’s Musical? 


Lotte Goslar, current at the Raine 
bow Room, N. Y., may go into a 
Broadway musical via the William 
Morris agency. 

European dancing mime is unéer 
W. Coulston Leigh’s management for 





Club Rhumba, some time in the fall. 





a concert tour starting Jan. 9, 
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Nitery Reviews 





RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


If it’s being unorthodox to be 
showmanly, then there’s lots of 
showmanship going on constantly at 
Jack Rockefeller’s saloon, otherwise 
the swank Rainbow Room atop the 
65th floor of the RCA Bldg. First 
John Rey, managing director, intro- 
duced table tennisters and started 
a new cycle. Next it was skaters 
and revived that thing. Now he has 
a pony act on a cafe floor and Texas 
Tommy (New Acts) bids fair to 
start something all over again. Same 
applies to Lotte Goslar (New Acts), 
a prominent German dance mime 





who isn’t as socko as Texas Tommy’s | 


pony, but who also brings onto 
cafe floor something new and novel 
which should develop into more im- 
portant returns with smoothing out. 

The new show has Oliver Wake- 
field. the stuttering English come- 
dian, returning to m. c. Wakefield 
is an engaging chap who paces his 
stutters wisely and well, although 
he’s a couple of minutes overboard 
on footage. Then the two New Acts, 
plus Al Donahue, who likewise seems 
to have assimilated quite a bit of 
showmanship. Donahue, for one 
thing, has gotten his music down so 
that he doesn’t blast and blare. He 
has even gone to the opposite ex- 
treme of a battery of violins to set 
off certain dance sequences and 
while it’s hokey it’s good showman- 
ship, particularly in the decorous 
confines of the R.R. Edvie LeBaron 
remains one of the top. tango- 
rhumba-waltz music purveyors, giv- 
ing out in personality style. Helen 
Myers contribs the Steinway inter- 
ludes, and has a solo opportunity as 
she turntables around the floor on 
the revolving dance floor. Said 











THANKS MISS MARTIN 


For This Wonderful Recognition 
Philadelphia Enquirer, July 11 


QUEST FOR NOVELTY 

“Though “New Faces of 1937” is a 
duller, drearier affair than “The 
Emperor's Candlesticks’’—for all the 
latter's faults—we don't regard it so 
bitterly because nobody in it matters 
much so far as we were concerned. 
What is ‘“‘new" about this picture, be- 
yond some minor dancers and vaude- 
villians, remains a mystery. Cer- 
tainly, there is no novelty in the 
backstage plot or the faces of Joe 
Penner, Parkyakarkus, Milton Berle, 
Jerome Cowan and Harriet Hilliard. 

If RKO had been sincere in build- 
ing a production around really new 
faces, surely among all the hopeful 
youngsters yearning for a chance in 
Hollywood many could have been 
found, In fact, all any RKO talent 
scout had to do was make a raid on 
the polential starlets in any of the 
Benny Davis Stardust Revues. The 
eager young performers he presented 
a week or so ago on the Earle stage 
were without exception more gifted 
and possessed of vastly more appeal- 
ing personalities than any to be 
found in the 105 long, long minutes 
of the film, 


Whether it's to be regarded as a 
threat or a promise you can decide 
for yourself, but RKO plans to make 
“New Faces” an annual affair, just 
as are Warner Brothers’ “Gold Dig- 
gers,” M-G-M’s “Broadway Melody” 
and Paramount's “Big Broadcast.” 
If this be true—and it seems to be— 
thea we'd suggest that for the next 
one new faces, new writers and a new 
director be enlisted.” 


BENNY DAVIS 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
This Week, July 15 


a | 











floor, incidentally, started off as a 
feature of the Rainbows Room but 


somehow it caused too many skids 
so it’s now stationary, but put into 
good usage for just such presenta- 


tions as Miss Myers.’ And, of course, 
Dr. Sydney Ross continues wii) his 
amazing table magic. 


Woubling over from adjacent 


Rainbow Grill (informe. room; al- 
though for the summer both rooms 
are al fresco, more or less) are tne 


personable singing team, al and 
Leone Bonner, who do vocals with 
the LeBaron band. Emery Deutsch 


otherwise purveys the dansapation 
in the Grill, and also has the Bon- 
ners as features. 

Alice Glover and Walter LaMae 


are exponents of the tango-rhumba 
sets here and are featured into an 
audience-ins routin in the 
Grill that’s: been developed into 
quite a stunt, As with the cham- 
pagne award to the table-tennisters 
opposing Miss Ruth Hughes Aarons 
when she held forth here, the vin- 
tages go to prizewinners doing Latin 
terps with the Glover-LaMae team. 
And they make a good job of 7 _ 
el. 


MIDWAY GARDENS 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 
Minneapolis, July 17. 

Located in the Midway district, 
this is by far the most thriving Twin 
City nitery in point of attendance, 
at least, and the reason is one of 
the corniest six-piece musical aggre- 
gations that ever has hit these parts. 
This ‘Schnickel-Fritz and His Or- 
chestra’ has been a veritable sensa- 
tion, provoking widespread word-of- 
mouth boosting. Spot ordinarily 
caters to the shirt-sleeved rabble, 
but now it’s pulling its share of class 
trade attracted entirely by the band’s 
fast-spreading reputation and enter- 
taining qualities although the light- 
spending hoi polloi still greatly pre- 
dominates. 

Accommodating 500 at tables 
grouped around a small dance floor 
space and with the band at the far 
end on a raised stage, it is jam- 
packed every night, the ropes al- 
ways being out early and the hold- 
out usually continuing right up to 
the band’s 12:45 a.m. zero hour. Mu- 
sicians from other clubs have been 
stealing away early or dropping in 
after their own closing to catch the 
screw-ball musicians. 

Band comprises small-town youths 
and came to Midway Gardens two 
months ago from Winona, a jerk 
Minnesota burg, and its contract 
runs to Nov. Local Decca record 
representative wisely signed up out- 
fit for waxings and, ih return, will 
handle its business affairs. 

Working somewhat along the Brit- 
ten lines, the band’s forte is rough 
comedy specialty numbers, but it 
plays hot and noisy swing dance 
music acceptably, too. Boys work in 
shirt sleeves and suspenders and use 
plenty of props. Their slam-bang 
antics convulse. Much of the staff is 
plenty blue and vulgar and would 
be considered in terribly poor taste 
in class establishment, but here it’s 
eaten up by the crowds that get into 
the jolly, wild spirit of uproarious 
merrymaking, and yet remains or- 
derly. 

Right up the band’s alley are such 
numbers as ‘The Merry Go-Round 
Broke Down’ and ‘The Man on the 
Flying Trapeze,’ with much zany, 
madcap original business incorporat- 
ed and the customers permitted and 
encouraged to indulge in vocalizing. 


truction 














One hit specialty number concerns 
‘Nelly’ who has been betrayed in the 
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big city. Another specialty. repeated 
every night and of which the patrons 
apparently never tire depicts a train 
ride and the piece-de-resistance this 
time is a human locomotive with fire 
spouting from his head. There are a 
number of trick musical devices 
which make for novelty. Each of the 
boys is a funster in his own right 
and there’s something lively doing 
every minute, 

There’s no cover or minimum 
charge and prices are extremely 
reasonable. One could spend several 
hours here without getting set back 
for more than a buck or two per 
person. The take, therefore, cant be 
so great, although the volume is 
terrific: At the same time, the ‘nut 
must be comparatively light with the 
band working on a small guarantee 
plus a percentage and earning, ac- 
cording to report, $175 to $200 a 
month per musician. Also, the estab- 
lishment always seems to be doing 


a land-office business at its bar, 
lunch counters and bowling alley 
separate from the nitery, while a 


number of dice games and slot ma- 
chines also size up as gold mines. 
Rees. 


CLUB ESQUIRE 


(SEATTLE) 
Seattle, Wash., July 15. 


Something that’s been talked about 
since past-war days is now a fact 
here—a real night club with a real 
floor show. It’s the Club Esquire, 
opening this week on the ashes of 
the erstwhile Club Victor, which 
faded out as Lieut. Gov. Vic Meyers’ 
political star ascended. 

There’s some dough back of the 
new club, and it is scaled on ‘big 
time’ basis for this burg. Around 
$20,000 went into furnishings and re- 
modeling, giving the place a com- 
plete face-lift, making the effect 
flashy and even _beautiful-silken 
streamers and coverings everywhere 
and mirrored. The bar, for wine and 
beer only, as the hard stuff isn’t 
legal at public places, is reopened 
amid attractive settings. The seat- 
ing room has been enlarged; ditto for 
the kitchen, and the dance floor is 
tops for a night club in these parts. 

Price policy sans cover charge, 
with $1.50 food minimum, Even Sat- 
urday, the cinch night, has ditto 
minimum. Spot is open Sunday eve- 
ning for supper dance. 

Esquire owners are Morris Radin- 
sky and Joe Lewis, the latter man- 
ager, with Jack Vollers his assistant 
and Sam Geshow maitre d’hote. 
Jules Radinsky, son of Morris, is 
leader of 14-piece band, and does a 
nice job of it. Show is on the air 
over KOMO three nights weekly. 
Two floor shows nightly, at 11 and 1. 

Four acts on opening bill and band 
number with youthful Naomi Wheat, 
15-year-old local girl, the songbird. 
Roy Rognan emcees with a smooth 
line. He’s teamed with Jeanne Lor- 
raine and between the acts she inter- 
rupts Roy with some clever dialog, 
and in one instance a crazy twist and 
wiggle that registers all ways. These 
diverting interludes conversationally 
and syncopationally are a nice idea. 

Billy Burt, hailed as ‘tops in taps,’ 
does some nice business tapping atop 
a footstool and a table. He’s quite 
some local fave and keeps up with 
good stepping. 

Gannon and Braughton lend a 
class ballroom dance routine. Naomi 
Wheat makes it a real number as 
she sings with the band. She has a 
vivaciousness that’s all her own good 
personality. 

Lorraine and Rognan follow in a 
‘waltz’ that starts straight enough, and 
they could get away, but the com- 
edy soon comes aplop as the num- 
ber burlesqued to the delight of the 
mob. In second half of the show 
this duo works nicely in an adagio. 

Club policy is new floor show 
every two weeks. Business opening 
week fair. Races at Longacres and 
summer tourist trade will stimulate 
the take during the summer months, 
and will fall the club should be play- 
ing to nice biz. 

They’re starting right, at any rate. 

Trepm 





Trocadero Restaurant 


(LONDON) 
; London, July 6. 

Marie Eve, continental musical 
comedy star, who has appeared at 
the Folies Bergere, Paris, and 
throughout Central Europe, made 
her debut in London, July 5, at the 
Trocadero. She is known as ‘the 
Girl without a Country,’ having been 
born in Italy of a Russian-Polish 
father and a German-Polish mother. 
_ Miss Eve sang two songs in Eng- 
lish, and showed us that she could 
speak Spanish, French and German 
as well. Her act was not as effective 
as her personality indicated, due to 
inferior material, but she scored em- 
phatically as compere for the other 
terms. 

After her London visit terminates 





she will appear with Harry Richman | 


in Paris. 


Hotel Ambassador, N. Y. 


| 


| 


One of the coolest midtown dining | 


spots is the Hotel Amb’s Garden, air- 


conditioned, discreet, quiet and coun- | 


try-clubby in atmosphere and serv- 
ice. Colorfully awninged bar, at one 
side, sets off the room well and the 
Garden itself is serviced in the ultra 
manner with Ramon Ramos’ roman- 
tic rhythms for the musical inter- 
ludes. 

Ramos has been around—Rainbow 


a a 


Room, etc.—and knows how to mix 
’em up, starting slowly with semi- 
concert dansapation and thence into 
the dance sets. Dispenses the fox- 
trotology with equal effectiveness as 
the Latin tempos to which he’s par- 
tial. Backed by a stringed sextet, 
with a sweet-hot trumpet and reeds 
to bolster it, Ramos is all right in 
both divisions. Featured vocalist, 
Sid Prussin, is likewise effective. No 
couvert, and table d’hote dinner 
ranges from $2.50 up; also a la = 
Abel. 





—————3 


@ 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Vagierr and Clipper) 











Frank Rembush, Indian exhip 
who was always fighting windmills 
sent out 1,000 letters urging exhibs 
not to pay the music seat-tax 
Didn’t get anywhere. ' 





Sam Goldwyn arranging for his 
biography to be written. Taking an 
encore right now. Will A, Page 
authored the first one. 





On the Upbeat 


(Continued from page 55) 


| 

heim at the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y.., | 
next Wednesday (28). It’s for four | 
weeks, 
Jee Roberts’ and Harry Romig’s| 


bands playing summer season in the 





pavilion at Saylor’s Lake, Saylors- | 
burg, Pa. 
Helen Arva, formerly with Fan- 
chon & Marco, in front of Ralph 
Lombardo’s band in and around 
Bridgeport. 
Gus Arnheim back with his men 


; 
on the Summer Terrace of the Hotel | 


New Yorker. Had been out with | 
siege of grippe. 
preereary 

Maximillian Bergere’s crew had 


their contract extended to cover en- 
tire season at the Ross Fenton Farm, 
Asbury Park, N. J. 


Cliff Webster has checked out of 
Consolidated Radio Artists in Holly- 
wood. He was former biz agent for 
L. A. musicians local. 

Art Shaw’s orch., with Peg La 
Centra back in fold, doubling out 
of Brighton Beach to Roton Point 
Park, South Ncrwalk, Sunday. 





Hughie Barrett orchestra set to re- 
main at the Tavern on the Green, 
Central Park, New York City, for 
duration of the summer season. 

Jack Melvin orchestra set for the 
season at the Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, 
N. J. 











Joe Haymes combo one-night Sat- 
uraay at Oak Grove Casino, Milford, 
Conn, 





Jack Pettis brought his band into 
Hollywood last week to make Mas- 
cot recordings. 





Herbert Steiner orchestra replaced 
Charlie Barnett’s outfit in the Hick- 
ody Lodge, Larchmont, N. Y. 





Les Brewn takes up at the Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, Friday (23). 





Mike Reilly opened at the New 
Penn Cafe, Pittsburgh, Monday (19). 





Charlie Knecht’s Ramblers at the 
Hof Brau, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 





Nitery Placements 





Frances Williams neadlining Yacht 
Club, Chi, opening this week. Wingy 
Mannone on the bandstand. 

Al Smiley reopens the Club Es- 
quire in Hollywood July 29. 

Eddie Kay dragged the Club 52nd 
Street out of its ashes and cerements 
in Hollywood last week following 
its expiration after a four-day life. 
Couple of horse fanciers reported 
backing Kay. 

Reei Lawton, baritone: Tarrant 


and Dacita, dancers, Club Esquire, 
Toronto. 

Betty Castle, 
— Hollywood. 
ilton Douglas, singer, Versai 
N. Y., July 22. = 
Marissa Flores replaced Roberta 
Jonay on the Starlight Roof of Wal- 

dorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
Paul Duke, magician, added to 
9 at Marden’s Riviera, Fort Lee, 


dancer, Century 





Paul Draper remains for rest of | 
summer in Persian Room of Hotel | 
Plaza, N. Y. 





Hiram Abrams went to Europe for 





a _rest after managing United 
Artists. Fairbanks, Mary Pickforg 
Griffith and Chaplin objected to the 
release of other producers’ product, 
j}and Abrams felt he needed more 
film. They wore him out. 
Broadway’s Big Four, Capitol. 


Strand, Rialto and Rivoli, did $86.- 
000 on the week, with the Cap get- 
ting $30,000 of that. 





Irene Franklin effering a new act 
at the Palace, N. Y. Bert Green no 
longer at the piano, but programmed 
as presenting her. Andy Byrne kit- 
tened the keyboard. 





Herman Timberg had signed with 
the Shuberts for the coming season, 
so the Keith Palace put him on 
No. 2. Old contract. 





Several vaude houses in N, Y. 
were passing out lemonade during 
intermission. Made a hot-weather 
hit. 





Lew Dockstader, vet minstrel, at 
the Majestic, Chi. He had a new 
act by Aaron Hoffman. Both he and 
John -W. Ramsone specialized in 
topics of the day before Will 
Rogers hit his stride. 





Three midwest Orpheum houses, 
the Majestics in Chi and Milwaukee, 
and the Orpheum, St. Louis, to be 
dropped te the small time, following 
the State-Lake policy of a good 
show, rather than an expensive one. 





Kansas City Star sponsored what 
it claimed was the first musical com- 
edy written for radio. Locally con- 
fected and titled ‘Jazz vs. the Clas- 
sics.’ 





Ethel Barrymore sniffed at an 
offer of $2,500 for vaudeville, but 
intimated she might take notice if 
they added another grand. 





Belle Baker again signed with 
Keith. Salary reported to be $1,750 
a week, 





Broadway still had 20 shows going, 
but some not very fast. 





William Fox leased the Astor for 
pictures. First films in that house, 
now a Metro spot. Shuberts offered 
$75,000 annually for stand. 





Music pubs told not to authorize 
radio performances of their songs. 
All permits to be issued by ASCAP. 











EDDIE PEABODY 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 














AGENTS 


Everyday, Convalescent 
Greeting Cards 
In Boxed Assortments 
Very Liberal Commissions 
Write for particulars 
DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St. New York, N. ¥. 


Birthday, 














W A N T b D « Professional Chorus 
* Girls, age 138-23; 
permanent line. Must be able to do 
toe, acrobatic, tap and specialties if 
possible. Salary $35.00 per week. 
Mail complete experience, weight, 
heighth, ete., and latest photograph 
to RKO COLONIAT, THEATRE, DAY 
TON, OHIO. Work commencing 
early in August. Reply at once. 
Transportation provided. 

















NORTH & FLAUM 








GAUTIER’S 


STEEPLECHASE 


ROXY, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK, JULY 16 
July 27th, Beverly Hills Country Club, Newport. Ky. 


Recently concluded two successful weeks 
at the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago 


DIRECTION: 


ROGER MURREL 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (July 26) 
THIS WEEK (July 19) 


“Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


Jay Freeman Ore 
Ann Pennington 
Lucille Johnson 


Place Elegante 





Larry Mado Ore 
Rainbow Grilh 
Emery Deutsch Ore 














RKO 





CHICAGO 
Palace (23) 
6 Lucky Boys 
Steve Evans 
Lucy Monroe 
Shaw & Lee 
Preisser Sis 
(16) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Grace & Nico 
Don Cummings 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (23) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 





Harriet Hilllard 

Grace &Nico 

Don Cummings 
(16) 

6 Lucky Boys 

Judy Starr 

Ross Wyse Jr 

Paul Haakon 

Alyce Chapelle 

Earl Fox 

3 Stooges 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Golden Gate (21) 

Fred Waring Orc 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY); Major Bowes Co 


State (22) 
James Evans 
Frances Faye 
Rosco Ates 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 
Red Skelton 


Lucky Millinder Bd | Carter & Holmes 


PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (23) 


Dorothy Crooker 


‘Gus Van 











Rompin’ at the 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


This Week 


EVERS and DELORES 


Dir: LEDDY & SMITH 














Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 


Paramount (21) 
Mal Hallet Orc 
Hal Leroy 
Val Setz 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (23) 
Calif Collegians 
Martha Raye 
Easton & Odette 

CHICAGO 
Chicago (23) 
Ted Weems Orc 

ALLAS 
Casino (23) 
Phil Harris Ore 





4 Craddocks 

Lanny Ross 

Art Jarrett 

Georges & Jalna 

Arren & Broderick 

DETROIT 

Michigan (23) 

Jean Deveraux Co 

Popeye 

Betty Boop 

Rio Bros 

Variety Gambols 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Minnesota (23) 

Major Bowes Co 








Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (23) 
§ Jansleys 
Ta Paul 


Brown & Ames 
Herman Bing 
Wells & 4 Fays 


(16) 


Duke Ellington Bd 





WASHINGTON 
Earle (23) 
Ray & Naldi Co 
Tommy Trent 
Forsythe, S & F 
Aarons & Barna 
(16) 
Ade Duval 
Clifford & Marion 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Buster Shaver Co 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (23) 
4 Vespers 
Bernard & Henrie 
June Carr Co 
Slate Bros Co 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (23) 
Buster West 
Lucille Page 





Bo Brummels 

Boice & Ladd 

Jack Starnes Co 

Barbarina & Poms 

KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (23) 

Miss Mignone 

2d Rickard 

Bobby Pincus Co 

Gene Austin Co 





London 





Week of July 19 


Canterbury M. H. 


Troise Mandoliers 
Deminion 
J Maskeleyne Co 
Trocadero Rest. 
Larry Adler 
Max Wall 
Stone & Lee 
Redvers Llewllyn 
Lina Menova 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaument 
Jose Moreno 
3 Willards 
CLAPTON 
Rink 


n 
Alfred Thripp 
P & V Lennox 
Helena 3 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Bashful Boys 
Drury & Ramond 
N Arnaut & Bros 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
3 Van Strattons 
Kirakau Bros 
Jones & Thomas 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Austel & Arthur 





Irene Mansel 
Michel & Hero 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Troise Mandoliers 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Rawiez & Landauer 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Bashful Boys 
Drury & Ramond 
N Arnaut & Bros 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Chevolier Bros 


| Bernardi 


STREATHAM 
Palace 
Rawiecz & tandauer 
TOOTING 
Granada 


| Peter White 


TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Alfred Thripp 


iP & V Lennox 


Hieiena 3 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Beam’'s Babes 
3 Van Strattons 
Jores & Thomas 





Provincial 





Week of July 19 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Naughton & Gold 
Howard Rogers 

Hengler Bros 





Doris Ashton 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 

Ted Joyce bad 
Kafka, S & G Sis 


Cookie Bowers 
Fred Bamberger 
Sylvestri 

Kerns & Capon 
O'Shea & Joan 


LEEDS 
Paramount 
Hal Yates 
MANCHESTER 
Paramount 
Joe Loss Bd 


: Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Barney Gallant's Hotel Lexington 
June Elkins Andy Iona Ore 
Luan Craig Ray Kinney 
3 Musical Rogues Meymo Holt 
Meri & Meriam 
3 Dandies Hotel McAlpin 

: (Roof Garden) 
Bertolotti’s J Messner Ore 
Jimmy Whalen Orc | Jeanne D'Arcy 


Tommy Harris Ore 
Hotel Montelate 


Yula Flournoy 
Nysa Alna (Casino-in-the-Air) 








Joyce Faye Coral Isianders 
Greta Lewis Hal Hope Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's Herb Weil 


Electronic 3 

Felix Papile 

Hotel Murray Hill 

(Fountain Room) 

Joe Cappi Ore 

Nancy Garner 
Caliente Hotel New Yorker 

Beth Rabora (Summer Terrace) 

Helen Shaw Gus Arnheim Ore 

Ruth Wayne Evelyn Chandler 

Carol Sis Baptie & Lamb 

3 Rhythm Boys 

Caliente Cabelleros 


Chateau Moderne 


H Leonard Ore 
Bob Shaw 
Marla Forbes 


Claremont Inn 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
Club Gaucho 


Vaccaro’s Orch 
Jose Diaz 


Eddie Leonard 
Spike Harrison 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 
Emitt Casey 
Jim Bishop 


(Cocoanut Grove) 


Jerry Blaine Ore 
Ross & Edwards 
Darrell & Young 
Barney Grant 
Claire Scott 
Flying Whirlos 
Dorothy Jeffers 
St Clair & Elliot 
Ferry the Frog 
Tania & Kirsoff 


Trini Plaza Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 


Lita Moya 
Helen Virgil 
Dimitri 


Sdythe Wright 

Jack Leonard 

All s 

Club Mirador + Weetiees 
(Roof Garden) Hotel Piccadilly 

Buddy Wagner Orc! Jeno Bartal Ore 

Marion Martin 

Jack Osterman 

3 Blondes (Roof Garden) 


Eddie Lang > > M4 4 
Winifred & Lorr’ne a ae a Ure 


Jacqueline Joyce Peppino & Camille 


Renee Villon 
Hotel Plaza 


Joan Vickers 
Club Yumuri Will McCune Ore 
Pancho Ore 


Don Hilberto Ore Paul Draper 
Antonio & Carito | Neila Goodelle 
cre saerreee Hotel Roosevelt 
ROnNG Senses Freddie Starr Ore 
Hotel Savoy -Piaza 
Bmile Petti Ore 
Russell Swan 
Hotel St. George 
(Brooklyn) 
Eli Dantzig Ore 
Charley Paul 
Hotel St. Morits 
(Sky Gardens) 
Hal Richards Ore 
Grisha 
Hotel St. Regis 
Ernie Holst Ore (Viennese Roof) 
Frotics Jacques Fray Ore 
Ralph Watkins Ore| A Rasch Dancers 
Glen Island Casino | Pierce & Harris 
Nye Mayhew Orc Hotel Taft 
Helen Reynolds 
catia Geo. Hall Ore 
Doug Newman Dolly Dawn 


Harry Williford 
Ilickory House Botel Waldortf- 
Astoria 


_Joe Marsala Ore 
Jim Moorehead (Starlight Roof) 
Ray Biondi Guy Lombardo Ore 
Ralph Rutgers Orc 
Hickory Lodge Marissa Flores 


(Larchmont, N. Y.) | Raphael 


Hotel Pierre 


Jack Dempsey’s 

E Carpenter Ore 
E! Chico 

Don Alberto Ore 
Carlos Montoya 
3 Pampero 
D’Avolos & A 
Antonita Morales 
Jose & Patricia 
Las Guarecitas 
Rolando 


El Morocco 


Herber Steiner Ore . 
Hal Kerry Hotel Wellington 
Annabelle Lee Ed Mayehoff Ore 


(iyw'd Resfaurani Jimmy Kelly's 


: . . Lionel Rand Ore 
. res 

ee a Joe Capello Ore 
Jean Sargeant Montmartre Boys 
rund Lorraine Carter & Schaub 
$ Debonairs Jimmie Costello 
L. Manning & Mitzi | * Raymonds 
Kay Taylor Danny Higgins 
Bobby Joyce 
Ted Adair 
Patricia Gilmore 
Charmion 
Agnes & T Nip Jr 
Ruth Gaylor 
Glen Pope 

Hotel Ambassador 


Ramon Kamos Ore 
William Alder Cuquita 
Paul Taubman Marie Almonte 
Motel Astor V MacNaughton 
(Roof Garden) Brown's 3 Shades 
- d teon & Eialdie'« 
red Lewis Ore > > 
Radio Aces (Pago-Pago Room) 
Charlie Whittier lou Martin Ore 
Ruth Daye Eddie Davis 
Lita Lede Patricia Gilmore 
H Hatters Vivian Ray 
Lvdda Sue Gloria Cook 
Stuart Morgan James Keogan 
Diaz Don & Dolores | Nelsons Cats 
Marion Mann Haines Tate & S 
reddy Hale Tete & Kongo Co 
Sylvia Manon 4 Mile Denise 
Norman & McKay 
Dioasa Costello 
Mon Varis 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
l.aurence White 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Hirado Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Horacio Zito Ore 
George Sterney 
Le Mirage 
Harry Horton Ore 


Uatel Ciltmeare 
(Moonlight Yerrace) | 
Horace Heidt Ore 

ilotel Edison 


| Billy Swanson Ore| Marion Pierce 


. Vers: 
Hotel Essex house Prsatile 


Nat Brandwynne O Mori's 


Maxine Tappin 
Dick Stone 
Johnny Blue 
Murray Carun 
R J Cailman G : : 
Hotel Gov. Clinton | GED® Arcaer 
Phil D’Arey Ore Onyx Club 


Stuart Jules f Spirits of Rhythm 


Lou Ferris Ore 
The Oaks 


Al Lambs Ore 
Tommy Lyman 








Kay Marshall Maxine & Janice 


Glover & La Mae 


Rainbow Koom 





Oliver Wakefield 


Nano Rodrigo Ore 








Bruz Fletcher 
Charles Lawrence 
Beverly Wilshire 


7e0 Hamilton Ore 
Harger & May 


Biltmore Bow) 
Jimmy Grier Ore 


Hank the Mule 


Delores & Andre 
3 Rhythm Rascais 


Cafe De Paree 


Cafe [a Mare 


Stan Clair Ore 


Hotel Park Central Park Ave Boys 


Bob Grant Ore 


Hawaiian Ore & Co 
Club International 
Ben Pollock Ore 


Caroline Mason 


Lilly Ann Starr 


Cocoannt Grove 


Geo Olsen's Ore 
Edgar Bergen 


Edith Caldwell 





Hawaiian Paradise 


Les Parker's Ore 


Billy White Ore 
Dancing Dietrichs 
Wardell & Dade 


Ronald & Roberta 


Helen Morgan 
Georgie Tapps 


Rosemary Deering 
Lillian Carmen 
Henry Busse Orc 


Club Mayflower 


Lou Sales Ore 
3 Variety Boys 


4 McNally Sis 
Rhythm Girls 
Coconut Grove 


Frances Wills 


Maxine DeShon 
Dorothy Wahl 


Congress Hotel 


Jesse Crawford 








| Varzos & McDowell 





Kay Picture 

Paul Duke 

Nadine Gae 

Buster Shaver Co 
Ben Yost Collegians 


Sands Point Bath 
Club 
Paul Rebucct Ore 
Emily Stevenson 
Wilson Lang 
Stork Club 


| Sonny Kendis Ore 
|; Gus Martel Ore 


Surfside 


(Atlantic Beach) 
E Madriguera Ore 
Josephine Huston 
G DeQuincy & L 
Edna Janis 
Tavern On Green 
(Central Park) 


Hughie Barrett Orc ! 


Valhalla 


| Maurice Shaw Ore 

| Marita 

| Lorraine Barrett 
Rond Hal 


Versailles 


| H Rosenthal Ore 


Joe Rodriguez Ore 
Milton Douglas 


LOS ANGELES 


Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Helen Warner 
Rose Valyda 

Omar's Dome 


George Redman Orc 


Elmer 

Arden Sis 
Gunther, Magician 
Naomi Warner 
George Markle 
Mimosa & Medina 


Pacific Sunset Club 
| Al Heath Ore 


Winnie Mack 
Peggy Page 
Lucille Lehman 
Renard & Ray 
June Morgan 
Buddy La Rue 
Palomar 
Casa Loma Ore 
Glen Gray 
Sybil Roth 


Williams & Charles 
Hudson Metzger Gis 


Parts Inn 
Pete Contrelli Ore 
Dominic Columbo 
Ken Henryson 
Sylvia & Marjorie 
Conchita Toreno 
Bronlee Bros 
Ilenry Monet 
Thora Maithaison 
Marguerita del Rio 
Juan de Martinis 

Seven Sens 
Lonnie McIntire Or 
Lily Gibson 


Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Betty Borden 

Swing Club 
BBB 


Clarence Brown 
Frankie Gallagher 
Topsy’s 
Al Eldredge Ore 
The Dee Sisters 
Bonnie Lind 
Dorothy Roy 
June Bruner 
Leona Rice 
Itene Berry 
Agnes Johnson 


Trocadero 
Dick Gasparre 


CHICAGO 


Jean Sargent 

Gould Sis 

Patsy Ogden 

Marion Morgan 
Hotel Bismarck 
(Walnut Room) 

Eddie Varzos Orc 

Lucio Garcia 

Walker 3 

The Duanos 

Dean Murphy 


Hotel Brevoort 


Dorothy Duval 
Earl Smith 
Commodore Duo 
Joe Parlato 


Drake Hotel 


(Gold Coast Koom) 


Jack Denny Ore 
Vox & Walters 

3 Olympics 

Rita Lester 
Dorothy Byton Co 


Hotel Egdewater 
Beach 


(Board Walk) 


Bernie Cummins Or 


Gloria Sutter 
Hi Smith Ballet 


D'Angelo & VDorter 


Gilbert Bros 
Verner, Lang & B 


Hotel Lasalle 
(Blue Fountain 
Room) 
King’s Jesters Ore 
Marjorie Whitney 

Gene Jerome 
Geo Howard 
Ira Bastow 
John Ravencroft 


Hotel Palmer House 


(Empire Koon) 


E.ldy Duchin Ore 
Holland & Hart 
Bruce Holden 
Ellen Blair 

Mari Lynn 

1 Aristocrats 
Abbott Dancers 


Hotel Sherman 

(College Inn) 
Al Trace Ore 
liner & Earle 
2 Hieat Waves 
The fachelors 
Russell Crowell 
Coleman Clark Co 


Hotel Stevens 


(Continental Room) 


Carlos Molina 


Losanne & Renard 


Janis Williams 


606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Nora Ford 
foots Rurnes 
Etta Reed 
Ford & Euarnes 
Yaeche Club 
Nino Rinaldo Orc 











Radio Reports 








and sings torch 


Another plug 


show 


(room for 600). 


30 Mins. 
Sustaining 


WOR, New York 
Remote 


sions best. 


job on ‘Caravan,’ 


Marvelous for Words’ well. 
came longest commercial of program. 
‘Give Me Something to Remember 
You By’ is next pop number for 
Feld’s tooterts and they do it well. 
Dick Mills, baritone, who was with 
Arnold Johnson at WOR for 20 
weeks, does a sweet job with ‘Never 
in a Million Years.’ 
dall, discovered by KMOX execs, in 
small local nitery, tickles the ivories | 


(Continued from page 34) 





Then 


Christine Ran- 


songs, and this 


femme certainly puts lots of notes 
together in a short period of time. 

for sponsor with 
Feld’s orch doing ‘The Organ Grind- 
er’s Swing’ as a background brings 
> z gre a close. Lis- 
Ce Pre cy Naessiccng |in relation to mike, handled by Gi 
in KMOX’s air-conditioned | Bayek, staff spokesman at WDRC. 


playhouse by writing for tickets 


Sahu. 


JOHNNY HAUSER ORCHESTRA 


Friday, 4:30 p.m., EDST 


dansapation from the 
|Borscht Circuit's No. 1 spot, Gross- | 3@ Mins. Local 

inger’s in Ferndale, N. Y. Band un- | Sustaining 

limbers virtually every type of tunes, | Mon.-Thurs., 11:30 p.m. 
but knocks off the hot rhythm ses- 
On program caught (2) 
Hauser and the boys turned in a pip 


particularly with 


the rhythm section. 
Otherwise, the 
plenty of oke brass and sax stuff, 
either section usually serving as 
background for the other. Arrange- 
ments have a distinctive touch, but 
aren’t overboard on novelty. Haus- 
er’s vocals aren’t 
leash much melody, concentrating 
on tempo and lyrics. 
style of warbling in the hotcha idiom 
along the lines when he first: started 
with Paul Whiteman. 


orch features 


intended to un- 


Has a hoarse 


Hobe. 





Ann Lester 
Jackson, Mills & R 
Sonny & S Dahl 
Lester & Irmajean 


Anchorage 
James Craig 
Marcella Sharkey 
Gloria Gould 
Cd Silverglade 
Sally La Marr 
Johnny Graff Oro 


Arcadia Int'l 


Milton Kellem Ore 
Don Renaldo Ore 
Mayfair Girls (8) 
Ed Silverglade 
Izzy Bellis 
Collette & Barry 
Kleanor Bowers 
Irma Bundel 
Mario Villant 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Planet Koom) 


Meyer Davis Ore 
Ben Franklin Hotel 
(Coral Cafe) 

Moe Jaffe Ore 
Benny the Bum’'s 


Deloyd McKay 

Muriel Thomas 

Sasha Leonoff 

Frank Hall 

Mayo & Marie 

Frances Carroll 

Ralph Brown 
Cedarwood Inn 
(Malaga, N. J.) 

Jack Curtis 

Bobby Evans 

La Val 

Clarence Mich Ore 

Franky Schulth 
Embassy Club 

Lee Perrins 

Billy Lee 

Pedro Blanco Ore 

Helen Heath 

Warwick Sis 

Joyce Henry 

Dorothy Deppin 
Evergreen Casino 


Henry May Ore 
Helaine & D'n'ids'n 
Tom Barry 
Kathleen May 
Jay King 
Mildred Sinelair 
Harry Glyn 

1523 Lecust 


Bubbles Shelby 
Jane Farrer 
Kay Lavery 
Virginia Young 
Nelly Banks 
Linda Ray 
Peanuts Stewart 








Swing Kings Ore 
Hotel Adelphia Roof 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Harold Knight Ore 
Krank Gaby 


| John Uppmann 


Al Bernie 
Alice Dawn 
Miriam Verne 
Pierre & Temple 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Agnes ‘Tolle 
8 Texas Rockets 
Evan B Fontaine 
Lambs Tavern 
Larry Meli Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Jack Griff 'n Ore 
Monty Wolf 
Dorothy Bach 
Franchon & Camille 
Urean Sis 
Pat Verry 
John Joncay 
Pierre's 
Manny LaPorte Ore 
Bratton & Craig 


| Mildred Benson 


Francis Dooley 
Tom Osborn 
Yolaadi & Estelle 
Jack King 





885 Club 
Johnny Hornert 
The Dictators 
Corlies & Palmer 
Mary Jane Dodd 


PHILADELPHIA 


Ritz-Carlton 
(Crystal Room) 
Van Levis Ore 
Henry Patrick 
31 Club 
Bill Fiske Oro 
Billie Brill 
Lorraine Rhoda 
Lloyd Woods 
Leah Sis 
Sis McCall 
Bilver Lake Inn 
(Clementon) 
Joe Milikopf Ore 
Beth Challis 
Louise Lucano 
Bernard de Pace 
Enters & Borgia 


20th Century Tavern 


Lou Longo Ore 
Hazel Harman 
Marcelle Marchand 
Billy & Dotty 
Frankie Hyres 

4 Esquires 


Parrish Cafe 
Bobby Lee Oro 
Leon Hill 
3 Parisettes 
Vernon Guy 
Chickie Martin Co 


Piecadilly Room 
(1523 Locust) 


John Hamilton Ore 
Jackie Mablie 
R'berlegs Wiillams 
Patsy Evans 

Fats Smith 

Lulu Mae 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
Cora Green 


Dutkin's Kathaskeller 


V Norman Ore 

Jacqueline Herm'nn 

Al Steppe 

Marge Carles 

Dolores De Mave 

Cleo Valenteen 

VYrank Ponti 

Stamp'’s Cafe 

Jack Hutchinson 

Bella Belmont 

Billy Siler 

Leah Sis 

Sunny Nash 

Paul Neff 

Pastine & Marylin 

Flo Hulse 

Johnny Walsh 
Viking Cafe 

Penn Fay Ore 

Lew Foster 

Bing Riley 

Patti Cranford 

Jack Finney 

Ray Delaney 

Patty LaVerne 

Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 

Louis Chalkin Ore 

Ray Miller 

Olive White 

George la Tour 

Pickard & Seal 

Instrumental @ 

Hugo Kiee 

Sid Golden 

Joe Ramona 

lise Hart 

Gregory Quinn Co 

Eldoradians 
Sunset Inn 

Dan Duncan Ore 

Betty Vallone 

Chubby Reed 

Dick Thomas 

Chas Murtha 

Peacock Gardens 

Sylvan Herman Orc 

Yorktown Tavern 


Billy Sein Orc 


|‘BEHIND THE EIGHT BALL’ 
| With Gil Bayek 
15 Mins. Local 
Sustaining 
Sat., 1:15 p. m. 
WDRC, Hartford 
This makes another radio fan chat 
ifor the Hartford customers, Paul 
Lucas having preemed one on WTIC 
some months ago and doing so well 
with it that his five-minute shot was 
| tripled to 15. 
Hartford strongly needs _institu- 
| tional stuff of this type because of 
'the chill attitude of the dailies to 
local air fare and, furthermore, be- 
|cause the potent Hartford Times has 
| been going great guns with its own 
vent, WTHT, now full time. 
‘Behind the Eight Ball,’ so tagged 





| Addressed especially to hearers whe 
have questions to ask, frame natu- 


Feld’s music and the songs are |Tally puts the accent on goings-on at 
nicely ararnged to emphasize spon- 
sor’s product and Judd Norman does 
okay with m.c. stint. 


WDRC and on CBS. From format of 
| first airings, Bayek includes a sketch 
|of some WDRC fave, answers some 
of the mail, augments with odd chit- 
chat and winds up with coming 
| events. 

| Bayek’s treatment effective. 

Elem, 





ZINN ARTHUR’S ORCHESTRA 
| Dance Music 


WICC, Bridgeport 

Pine Brook country club, vacation 
resort at Nichols, Conn., piped to 
Bridgeport for synco sessions of Zinn 
Arthur band. Ability to handle a va- 
riety of fare, covering range from 
sweet-and-sensible to advanced 
swing, assures a well-balanced pro- 
gram, but denies combo any stylistic 
identification. Swing product so su- 
perior to rest of output that Arthur 
might be well advised to concentrate 
on it. One number, an original by 
the maestro, described as ‘maraccas 
swing,’ was genuinely in the groove. 

Vocals by Arthur don’t help. 

Since locally-radiated programs 
seemingly won't be over-effective in 
building vacash biz, announcements 
by Joe Lopez bid listeners to come 
and see plays intermittently staged 
by Pine Brook drama troupe. 

Band personnel includes Al Weis- 
field, Jack Greenberg, Norm Corey, 
Larry Regensburg, Rube Rubin, Bil] 
Cupo, Ben Wolfman, Jerry Carr, 
Norman Poris and Victor —_ 

tlem, 





RICHARD MAXWELL 
Hymns 

16 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m., EDST 
WABC, New York 

Aimed for the shut-ins, this ma 
not be just what the doctor ordered, 
but it should keep certain patients 
in the proper frame of mind until 
the medico arrives, 

Maxwell has an appealing voice 
and he sings simply and without 
trying to be the personality kid. 
Faint organ background, 

Singer makes his own announce- 
ments. Dedicates numbers to in- 
dividual listeners, anonymously 
identifying them by town (viz., ‘to 
a mother in Scranton), but mentions 
no names, Hebe. 


EDDIE GUNDAKER 
‘TODAY'S WINNERS’ 





Talk 
5 Mins. Local hog 
ustaining 


Daily, 5:15 p. m. 
WGAL, Lancaster, Pa. 

Being a very good horse town, 
WGAL struck a natural for a good- 
will builder in this daily gob gallop 
handled by Eddie Gundaker. Open- 
ing with transcribed sound effects of 
donkeys coming into the stretch, the 
day’s racing activities get a once 
over lightly with brief outlines of the 
outstanding races of the day, best 
performances of horses and jockeys, 
best prices paid, and other timely 
track info. 

When time allows, announcer pat- 
'ters on races up the following day 
| listing the likely entries and their 
jockeys. Program does no handicap- 
ping and doesn’t even hint at favor- 
| ites. Posey. 


| . 
Walton Roof Folds 
And May Not Reopen 


| 
Philadelphia, July 20. 
| Walton Roof, one of the largest 
'and best known of the midtown 
lateries, shuttered Saturday night 
‘17), probably never to open again. 
| This is sixth of the town’s class nite 
spots to be licked by the sizzling 
thermometer, Nitery biz, which has 
been skidding since April anyhow, 
is scraping seaweed off the bottom 
now with humidity and temperature 
combo sending spenders shoreward. 
Although announced by Manager 
Charley Duffy that Walton Roof is 
only ducking the sizzle season, there 
is good possibility that the shutdown 
,; may be permanent. Nitery was never 
profitable to the hotel and a plan 
is now under consideration to put 
apartments in its place, which will 
| eliminate it from the nitery scene 


' altogether. 
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60 VARIETY VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 

—_— a : 
i tence of | real punch follows when Walton, 
ROXY, N. Y. | pull with the audience al) of the PALLADIUM, LONDON ffi. Yaling the stooge "he should 
r is v ‘ing on th Lendon, July 7. | use more expression and gestures, 
ge: tie ps: » mocagaee then | ms. § bors boo + heath mist — The London Palladium reverted | gets behind the singer and moves 
all right this week with ‘Super-' o> trying to pull layot yer once more to straight variety bill, | his arms fer hira comlealiy as he 
" (RK the screen, the 4.5) vickm| this | July 5, with 11 acts, of which two) sings another tune. alton really 
peace ve eee featurette. ‘The | a ne a Ga ewe ‘8 are native. Majority are American | ‘sells’ it, but the stooge gets all the 
: - a ( i ieeiediad poet bits. Show ran way over- | and there are also a couple of con-| applause, of course; indeed, so much 

oronation’ (in ¢ ’ . . 


board on time, consuming aroun: 65 
and a well-balanced Fanchon & | iaahaa end tate & EE ef mninuter 


Marco unit on the rostrum. It’s | tor a single sock. 

generous and quality entertainment! picture ‘Ever Since Eve’ (FN) 
from every aspect, with the Jack with Par newsreel, cartoon and Dave 
Oakie laff feature the ,.oper climax | Broudy’s overture. Biz fair at open- 


: | ing, three-quarters downstairs and 
to light summer entertainment fare. | iid a alates Canin. 
Frank Gaby, ; 


Gautier’s dogs and! 
ponies, Stanley Bros., Evers and 
Dolores, Frances Stevens and the | 
versatile Gae Foster Girls— the, 
Roxy’s own version comparable to, 
the corking Rockettes at the Music | 4... not want for variety. 
Hall further east on 50th street— 
have been combined into generally 
satisfactory if a bit fulsome enter- 
tainment. Everything is permitted to taining. There are 52 newsreel clips 
run overboard. with the European war 
Gautier’s Sar por ape as he ae mn P 
is re i rn my act al-| —_ 
dg meery ol me Stanley | except Paramount chips in with foot- 
Bros. with their knockabout acro- | age on the Spanish warfare or the 
dancing, in white tie and tails (and | threat of hostility in Far East. Land- 
acrobat’s gym slippers), next with | ing of the Soviet aviators mear San 
their contortive wheels and spills, | piego, Calif., is accorded trim cov- 
plus the drunk dance, etc. | erage by Universal, which specialed 
Follows Grank Gaby whose cap-!| the subject, landing the reel in the 
tioned ‘gift of gab’ rums on and on. | theatre Thursday (15) night. 
Ventriloquist has a midget aide and| Remainder of subjects are not 
a dummy of almost like stature. He outstanding or very newsy with Fox 





Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


New bill at this newsreel house 
It’s all 
newsreel, with the two shorts not 


| being especially significant or enter- | 


clouds again in limelight. Every reel | 





could and should cut and show up 
to better advantage. 

Evers and Dolores with their wire 
stuff likewise are over-generous in | 
their chores. Both work with para- | 
sols as balancers but he’s fast and | 
daring on the silver thread. Does | 
hocks and _ time-step while she 
pirouets on the wire. They're fore- 
grounded by the Foster girts who go 
from maracas (rhumba) rhythms to 
tangos, while Dolores essays ‘Gypsy | 
Sweetheart’. for the tzigane atmo- | 
spherics, | 

Frances Stevens, apart from being | 
burdened by the billing as ‘the | 
baroness of the bfues,’ is a good vocal | 
introducer. She tees off ‘Cuban Pete’ | 
for the rhumba dance ensemble and | 


in toto looks well te fit the atmos- | 


phere, besides warbling a nifty pop. | 
Migs Stevens (assuming she’s the one | 
doing the incidental ‘Pete’ number ) | 
unlike the others doesn’t do enough. | 
Per usual the F&M _ production | 
auspices are impressive and bigtime. | 
Eddie Paul batoning the Roxy trench 
unionists likewise does a good job. 


Biz bullish at: Friday night's final 


show. Abel. 


STANLEY, PITTS. 


Pittsburgh, July 16. 

Looks like a corking show on 
paper but it’s a drab, colorless lay- 
out with only one real waliop. For 
the marquee there’s Herman Bing 
but the mob will have to remember 
hard the sputtering comic’s cinema 
hits in order to look charitably upon 
what he has to offer in person. 

Backing the presentation is Joe 
Venuti’s band, with the maestro 
m.c.’ing. whiz on the fiddle, 


violin solos, with orch’s other sections 
too clumsily piecec to register. 
Musically, it’s a pretty good if not 
particularly distinctive outfit but the 
pattern for a stage date still has to 
be worked out, 

For one thing, Venuti tries to give 
"em too much and his superfluous 
stuff isn’t particularly good. ‘March 
of Time’ satire he uses near the 
close might go in a night club but 
it's plenty blue for theatre and, 
coming right on the heels of some 
bad taste by Bing, gives the whole 
show a feculent odor. Band carries 
pair of vocalists Den Darcy and 
Trudy Mack. Girl should be moved 
up. She doesn’t put in an appear- 
ance until right before the finish 
and then barely for a single chorus. 
Venuti is also carrying a second 
femme, Virginia Carle, who intro- 
duces a_ series of imitations by 
specialists in the crew and then goes 
into a brief session of what's sup- 
posed to be hoofing. 


Set-up at first show, however, was | 


all wrong, running order being way 
off whack and showing nobody off to 
advantage. Natural closing would be 
Louise Massey and her Westerners, 
radio quintet (four men and a gir), 
the only sock on the bill. Instead 
Bing follows them and then Venuti 
provides another anti-climax with 
his ‘March of Time’ and sign-off. 
Massey troupe is a good-looking, 
clean-cut group slickly outfitted in 
white cowboy regalia and clicking 
off a series of western ballads in 
corking fashion. They’re good instru- 
mentalists, too, accompanying them- 
selves, and Miss Massey, who does 
their announcing, has a setf-effacing 
graciousness that adds to the general 
effectiveness. Vocal arrangements 





| cleverly staged stunts, 


Venuti’s choice spots are his own bathing suit at work being tops. 


Movietone grabbing laurels on num- 
ber of clips with 16, although Para- 


' mount, Universal and Metro’s ‘News | 
|to their seats were entertained by | 


of the Day’ came close to it on foot- 
age, all but last-named having 10 
each, 

European hostilities were rather 
tame, with Metro showing refugees 
leaving Spain and war-torn areas 
aiter the battle. Fox pictured prep- 
arations for counter-drive against 
rebels. Also gave a brief glimpse 
of Japanese Emperor giving troops 
the once-over, Jap-China war was 
treated by Universal with views of 
recent preparations for conflict, the 
new Chinese army efficiency and one 
library shot. Pathe followed much 
the same ground, though foggy pho- 
tography suggested dipping largely 
into its files. 

Besides Universal’s pictures of the 
latest Soviet flying heroes, Para- 
mount showed the other Russian trio 
sailing from N. Y. 

With hope for saving Amelia Ear- 
hart nearly abandoned, U displayed 
resourcefulness in digging up high- 
lights of aviatrix’ flying career, with- 
out asserting flatly that she would 


| never be found. Included bird's-eye 


|view of battleship plane carrier, with 
airplane hopping off in supposed 
search. Paramount depicted George 
Palmer Putnam’s son joining him as 
hunt for his wife continues. 

| Both Universal and Paramount 
, vied for honors in torrid wave fancy 
shots. Latter did fairly much the 
accepted thing on the way folks 
| tried to keep cool, but gave an orig- 
|inal touch by showing possible scenes 
jin next winter’s cold wave (all 
| library). U grabbed more laughs be- 
;cause of ingenious touches and 
stenog in 





| Feminine angle was featured by 
,all excepting Par, with Metro coming 
|out with a ‘woman’s page,’ in which 
| Dorothy Kilgallen does the commen- 

tary and gets her portrait tacked on 
/at the start. Narration is there, but 
| subject matter is a bit thin, includ- 
ing a baby nursery, French hat fash- 
ions, Chinese nurses on a N. Y. sky- 
| scraper, baby lions in California and 
|a bathing beauty contest for. grand- 
| mas. 

Fair sex break with Movietone 
was the usual fashion division, this 
time covering novel hats. Pathe’s fall 
hat review, taken in the Radio City 
sunken garden area and Universal’s 
| showing of the latest in sportswear, 
with fascinating models. 

Freak stuff again was grabbed by 
U. One showed unusual rodeo brone 
busting, climaxing with a sensational 
|‘ride.’ Another was that of Oregon 
man with an air-cooled hat. Third 
| Was horseshoe tossing in a lake's 
shallow water by five bathing gals. 
|Pathe contributed five orphan 
skunks, a piano instructor making 
his pupils wear heavy mittens in 
practicing, and finding gold in a Den- 
ver street, 





exposition was superbly photo- 
graphed by Fox. U covered the re- 
turn of his troupe to U. S. after the 
triumph. Situation in Palestine was 
accorded comprehensive coverage by 
Pathe, 

Death of Senator Robinson (Metro) 
featured speeches of opposing lead- 
ers in court fight. Paramount had 
the wind-up of the Boy Scout Jam- 
boree and exclusive shots of Roose- 


took a boat at 
honeymoon. 
Paramount did a skillful job of 


Quebec on their 





have been fashioned with an ear to 


choral surprises and the fivesome | 
had a dickens of a time getting off. | 

Following Venuti’s opening. adagio | 
do a’ 


trio of Adair and Richards 
number entirely too slow for a get- 
away and slows down show. Not that 
threesome doesn’t have something on 
the ball, but are badly spotted. | 
Westerners pick it up again. how- 
ever, and Venuti keeps the ball roll- | 
ing with his trick fiddling, but de- | 
flation sets in once more with Bing’s | 
appearance. Fillum coumic’s mono- 
logue is almost a 20-minute stretch | 
and dull material made it a hard 


showing prize winners of the Na- 
tional Headliners’ Club and their 
achievements, with pictorial shots of 
events that copped prizes. 


Lew Lehr scored twice on laugh- | 
end of program. First with his com- | 


ment on habits of baby seals and 
second time out, with his laugh-pro- 
voking dialog on aquarium inhabi- 
iants in a Paris pool. Fox reel also 
led in sports doing a bike race in 
France, Jones Beach swimming, Ry- 
der cup golf tourney and Australian 
wrestling between two U. S. champs. 
‘Excursion in Science’ (Bondy ) and 
‘In Shanghai’ (Hoffberg) travelog, 
finish the show. Wear. 


The Rockettes in action at Paris | 


velt’s son and his new bride as they / 


Joe Ortnes opens 
neat juggling routine. Splendid act 
of its kind. He is followed by Archie 
{ Glen, comedian, with his well known 
inebriated character, giving way to 
Marcy Brothers and Beatrice with 
‘their knockabout contortion and 
‘ acrobatic stepping. 

What struck the audience as an 


} tinental turns. 





extremely novel act is Wences, ap- | 
Spanish ventriloquist, | 


|parently a } 
who makes up his left hand as a 
|face for the dummy. He is a good 





| actor and creates a personality with | 


|the dummy. Forsythe, Seamon and 


| Farrell are a riot, as usual, with 
their conglomerate routine. e 
sirl dancer should, however, learn 


| to keep her eyes up instead of down. 


| Wonder nobody ever told her that 
before. 
Closing the first half is Harry 
; Richman, doubling from the Cafe de 
Paris. He does 50 solid minutes of 
forensic warbling and story narra- 
tion. Doing this twice nightly, and 
ithen holding an audience for more 
|than an hour at the Cafe, would 
|}seem to come under the head of a 
| full day’s labor. 


!aid acts in 


4 


{ 
| 


But Richman seems | 


| to like it; his audiences like it; they | 


|pay him a lot of money; he packed 


| the Palladium, with a plentiful smat- | 


|tering of dinner jackets, 
one worn by Max Gordon. 
After the interval, those returning 


including 


| Pablo, a conjurer who makes cards 
|materialize and disappear, tosses 
| cigarettes away only to have them 
| manifest either in his hand or in his 
mouth a Ja Cardini, Fayson and Paul 
| Duke. He has played United States. 
| These tricks apparently will always 
|interest the public. Raynor Lehr, 
assisted by a colored boy, shows the 
|customers more kinds of dancing 
|than probably any single rformer 
who has come to the Palladium. The 
| Mills Brothers, plus a guitarist, mak- 
| ing five in all, please immensely with 
their harmonizing, and Max Miller 
| with his monolog is next to closing. 
His recent appearance in pictures 
does not seem to have improved his 
| stage work, which seems a trifle 
slipshod. Grip Quartet, billed as an 
adagio team, comprises. three man 
| and an acrobatic girl whom the men 
| toss about with reckless abandon. 

More than ever apparent is the 
absence of single women. Not one 
of them carded and only four who 
work in turns at all. Conceded that 
Riehman is the big draw. He will 
|remain for three weeks of the four 
/in which vaudeville is resumed at 
ithe Palladium, and Gracie Fields 
| will come in for a single week. She 
| in turn will be succeeded by the Cot- 
| ton Club Revue from New York for 
ja short season, when the house 
|changes once more to the ‘Crazy’ 
shows. Jolo, 


LYRIC, INDPLS. | 


Indianapolis, July 18, 

Here’s a show that didn’t cost a 
lot, yet played like a house afire be- 
| fore capacity audience which ap- 
parently hadn’t heard about the de- 
mise of vaudeville. The customers 
at the first evening show Saturday 
(17) were numerous and generous 
in response, all of which makes it 
easy at a performance like this to 
understand why the Lyric is nearing 
the end of its third year of consecu- 


an interruption, winter or summer. 


Tagged ‘Stardust Revue’ by the 
management, the show ~ features 
Lowe, Hite, and Stanley. who work 
in trey spot and top the bill for 
applause. This is the present act’s 
first visit here, although Lowe and 
Hite played the house four years 
'ago. This trip out they have omitted 
|; much of their crude clowning. The 
addition of Stanley, the midget, to 
the team gives an even better con- 
| trast in sizes between the eight-feet- 
| high giant and his partners. They 
work fast for about six minutes of 
; pantomime slapping, fighting and 
rough-house which shows off their 
opposite extremes in stature and fin- 
re to an okay hand. They really 
sock, however, when they come back 
| to do a military tap routine together 
in front of a line of Byton girls 
| brought in by the house. They stop 
the show and have a neat encore 
bit which enables them to get off 
in good style, 

Bert Walton helps the bill out by 
breaking up his act and spotting it 
between the other turns in order to 
serve as m.c. He comes out cold to 
open the show after a brief off-stage 
introduction and proceeds to warm 
|up the audience before presenting a 
production number featuring Sandra 
and Wynters, an acceptable dance 
team, backed up by the Byton line 
of girls. Benny Ross is introduced 
| next by Walton. Although he is on 
;a bit early, Ross gets off to a good 
start with the aid of interruptions 
from his stooge on an off-stage mike. 
Ross then brings on his fem part- 
ner, Maxine Stone, and they do their 
familiar but effective, routine feaiur- 
ing her lazy and bored attempts to 
dance, 


After Lowe, Hite and Stanley in 
the next spot comes Walton’s eight 
minutes of laughs elicited as a re- 





stooge who 
foot in the 
a good pair 
| with a solo 


looks like he has one 
grave. The youth has 
of pipes and he scores 
of ‘Trust In Me.” The 


applause that Walton’s introduction 
of Happy Harrison’s Circus, closing 
the bill, is scarcely heard. It’s the 
usual circus act with dogs, a pony, 
and a monkey, followed by the buck- 
ing mule for a finale, but its stand- 
ard lines do not diminish its suc- 
cess at winding up the show in a 
satisfactory manner. 

Picture is ‘Ever Since Eve’ (WB). 
Biz capacity with plenty of standees. 

Kiley. 





TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, July 16. 
Eye-filling lines, proficient routines 
and settings that rate top spot keep | 
stage show moving and add to and | 
getting their numbers 





across. 

Howard Tillotson and his five band 
men give ‘Merry Go Round Broke 
Down’ for the overture, and line in| 
Dutch costumes swing into opening | 
routine. Half in boy and half in | 
girl clothes, each carry several huge | 





——————» 


STATE, N. Y. 


Benny Davis and his various units 
are standard State bookings. Fo, 
current date he gets a break what 
with the fun film, Marx Brothers in 
‘A Day at the Races’ (M-G) on 
screen. 

Mostly a new talent line-up with 
the composer-singer-m.c. and its 
forte is not comedy. No need for 
that since nearly all the laughs come 
from the screen. There is good rea- 
son for Davis introducing his fresh 
faces and he got one giggle when 
Vira Niva was before the mike, yet 
he is too much in evidence on the 


; platform while his specialists are in 


action. 

The Russian girl and Robert Bax- 
ter, baritone, are about the only sin- 
gies retained from his previous unit. 
Miss Niva did well with her idea of 
‘Where Are You,’ while Baxter’s 
medley was well spotted. Some of 
the new talent was not on long 
enough to gauge their capabilities, 
that going for May McKim and Her 
Three Boy Friends. They recently 


worked with Davis during a WOR. 


broadcast. Miss McKim has some- 
thing in the way of a microphone 
voice and their variation of ‘I Can’t 
Give You Anything but Love’ was 
pleasing enough for the audience to 
want more. 

Little Billy Blake was announced 
as the show’s highlight, and, judging 
from applause, that was correct. Lad 


tulips with steel points in stems, by | is a trumpeter, giving impressions of 
which they are planted in stage floor — pe po such a tm oy Busse 
Nw s : .¢. | and Louis Armstrong, Blake playin 
Riggs “ a windmill amet |‘Beale Street Blues’ for the latter 
ee. a dees yp ng Hay pet and reaching the high finale note as 
| ad ph pgp AE gg Ml clog Nina | something of a feat. Boy also made 
| Davis is back for her second. week | is trumpes ono ey 2 apenbene, 
= . with use of a tin hat. 

| vocalizing, but band plays much too| “ Anita Jakobi opens activities with 

jacrobatic tap dance routine out 


|loud for her numbers, drowning her 
|}of the ordinary. Mary Fenton was 


| out. 
|. Second routine sees line togged| introduced as a blond blues singer, 
in high, white toy-soldier white hats, | Davis observing she is a Hollywood 
| pajama-like suits with bits of red/ pet. He peps all his people up 
here and there. The jazz routine is| with the hope that scouts were 
| fast and shows teamwork with no|/out front. Miss. Fenton gave ‘All 
| loafers. Closing routine in formal | God’s Children Got Rhythm,” a 
garden scene, with half of line | number in the ‘Races’ picture. Mari- 
marching down stairs in high col-| 5:3 (New Acts), Ken and Roy Paige 
| orful headdress, long, flowing capes|(New Acts), McDonald and Ross 
| and abbreviated shorts, and five in| (New Acts)’ Catherine Harris. a 
| long billowy blue dresses who do a| a: 3 = 








| tive weeks of stage shows without | 


! 








| pearance 


| 
| 


| 





formal dance. 

Faith Hoag and Co., the Co. being | 
a two-man horse, rate top spot. Horse | 
goes through usual routine, with per- | 
fect costume lifting it above usual. | 
Faith, in a smart ringmaster suit, | 
cracks the whip, wisecracks 
keeps the act moving. 

Barlow and Benter, with femme in | 
long bright red dress, male in frock | 
coat, clown through several ball | 
room numbers—with principal busi- | 
ness of girl seeming to be to get 
her dress about 16 inches above hex | 
knees ther legs are unusually long). | 
Finish with ballet number fashioned 
from lessons by mail. 

Russel and Fields close with ‘car | 


and | 


and chatter, with Miss Fields car- 
rying the honors. They're okay when 
singing alone but spoil it when — 
ing, 

With ‘Night Must Fall’ on the 
screen, it’s up to the stage show to | 
do most of the business-getting. Busi- | 
ness good for the first show Friday. 

Rose. 


Orpheum, Salt Lake 


Salt Lake City, July 18. 

Five Japanese tumblers and gym- | 

nasts, the Kanazawa troupe, virtually 

steal the show from three other acts 
on current shage show. 


Bill Teelak, pale hokester, and | 
Sally Payne, good looking redheaded | 
stepper, headliners, didn’t wow. | 
They do a good enough act for any- | 
thing but the ace spot. Teelak’s gags | 
simulates the hoke variety, and | 
while his delivery was okay he failed | 
to pile up a substantial score in/| 
laughs. Miss Payne, gained a steady 
rain of appreciation for her dancing 
chores and a couple of vocals. 

Interesting sound effects are done 
by Lynn Mayberry, a femme with 
plenty of endurance. Miss Mayberry 
used good showmanship to sell sev- 
eral harmonica numbers, imitation of 
an automobile race and flashy dance 
shuffling off the stage. 

By Woodbury’s band hold a jam 
session, with orch leader, who 
doubles as m.c., playing a _ torrid 
rendition of “Tiger Rag.’ Band also 
adds punch to proceedings with a 
number of songs woven into a ‘vaca- 
tion city’ medley. Everybody in the 
outfit takes a bow for solo efforts. 
Orchestra has no little difficulty 
registering applause wallops. 

The Kanazawa coterie, spotted last 
on bill, display very expert agility in 
tossing and catching barrels in mid- 
air and juggling lithe troupe mem- 
bers like they were ping pong balls. 
Act was the livelicst on bill. A white 
girls assists in setting up equipment 
jor troupers. Entire group attired in 
white jerseys, dark trousers, white 
shoes and work with a pretentious 
Oriental backdrop. Their assortment 
of tumbling accounted for one call- | 
back after another. 

incidentally, Teelak and Miss | 
Payne are spotted for a second ap- | 
between band’s second | 








|number and the Kanazawa troupe. | 
' 


Miss Payne now wears a blue formal, 
instead of a green pair of tights and | 


ing right by his fiedle. 


‘Slim’ (WB), sports short and | 
Pathe news reel rounds out th~ bill. 
Guss. 


toe dancer, was billed, but did not 
appear in Friday (16) evening's per- 
formance. Martha Raye, at the last 
show, hopped over from the Par 
across-the-street to make a personal 
appearance for the  songsmith- 
entertainer. 

Davis did not tarry long in his own 
specialty, choruses of his more re- 
cent numbers. One was from last 
winter’s Cotton Club show, and he 
mentioned he is writing the score for 
the spot’s fall offering. Act ran 
slightly over 50 minutes. Ibee. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, July 18. 

House has turned out another 
highly satisfying revue this week, 
largely by production and staring. 
Discounting m.c. and line of gals, 
who carry show, there are only two 
acts, but total is so handled to give 
the effect of definite bigness. 

Overture, worked out by Pro- 
ducer Gene Ford and House Maestro 
Phil Lampkin is definite highlight. 
Dedicated to George Gershwin and 
opening with sweeping medley of his 
best known stuff, it hits home in 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,” done with house 
and pit lights going out and cur- 
tains opening on piano and _ stool, 
both spotted against hazy blue back- 
ground. Electrically-operated piano 
plays rhapsody as solo, keys lighted 
so audience can see them moving as 
if »y ghost player. Orch joins in on 
finish as curtains close to heaviest 
hand overture has won in months. 

Show itself gets under way with 
no announcement, curtains opening 


|on Gae Foster girls in sailor tap on 
; full stage against battleship back- 


ground. Travellers together as Red 


| Skelton, emceeing for second week 


bounces out onto ramp for rapid-fire 
chatter. Works this week without 
cigar and hat business and prediction 
that he could get by without standard 
props worked out at show. caught, 
gags hitting the mark through beauti- 
ful timing and Skelton’s ability to 


follow up a laugh or let it alone. 


Works into dish-washing specialty, 
showing how types of husbands 
sling the soapsuds, which is still in 
the rough but definitely has giggle 
appeal. 

Alphonse Berg on next with three 
models who get gowns in_ split 
seconds via Berg's ability to heave 
bolts of cloth into the air and wrap 
‘em along fashionable lines. It didn’t 
wow ‘em, but the gals were interested 
and the gents admitted the models 
were easy to look at before they 
were draped. 

Skelton on again with request per- 
formance of his doughnut dunking 
demonstration, easily his best 
specialty, that got house as usual. 
Then the girls in white, blue and 
gold contingents, for moonbeam 
number which was prettily staged 
but not very unusual. Skelton on 
again while girls stand on either 
side of staircase to demonstrate how 
half a dozen gents mount steps, 
winding up using blond as partner 
for newlyweds entering hotel. 

Bert Frohman takes over on ramp 


sult of his build-up of a dead-pan | Teelak goes high in perspiration do- to warble ‘Boo Hoo,’ ‘Never in a 
Million Years’ and ‘You Can't Take 
It With You,’ all high-powered ar- 
raugements which he puts over well 
(Continued on page 61) 
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‘ mannered and clever, and suavely 
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ACTS 





RUSSELL SWANN (1) 
Magician 

Mins. 

Savoy-Plaza, N. Y. : 

In swank environments of the 
type such as the Cafe Lounge in 
New York’s Hotel Savoy-Plaza, 
magicians today are giving out their 

abra where, in former years, 
aprette No. 2 acts at best. So 
maybe for these fortunate few the 
demise of vaudeville is something to 
pe thankful for. 3 

Specifically, a small-talk magician 
like Russeli Swann these days plays 
the geographical range of the world’s 
smartest hostelries from New York 
40 London and back again, with in- 
tervals in Florida and Hollywood. 
Coming to attention at the Waldort- 
Astoria, Swann has played London 
since and is now back in N. ee 

His magic, per se, is of familiar 
pattern, but his address is Swann’s 
100%. That is, he’s an affab! en- 
gaging and well-set-up prestidigita- 
teur who wears his white tie with 
ease and distinction. That’s half the 
battle for any personality performer 
in the intime confines of any nitery, 
particularly if its a class spot. 

He’s perhaps a bit too fly in spots. 
Swann also overdoes his self-joshing, 


‘Isn't it silly?’ catchphrase, and 
hokes it a bit too much with his 
Celestial stooge, but in toto gets 
over handily. 

His real trick, of course, is the 


usage of a robot straight man in 
the form off a phonograph record. 
It’s one of those 33 r.p.m. 18-inch 
disks, so he can and does get a lot 
into the crosstalk, addressing the 
disk as ‘Preston’ and maintaining a 
fine running barrage of lingo back 
and forth, with the waxed straight 
man, The tcpper-offer is the trey- 
of-hearts trick, making an audience 
ringsider select the card, with the 
disk-voice identifying it as the trey. 
Since you can’t change the canned 
voice, Swann, of course, must see to 
it that his audience aide is slipped 
the right card—or else. 

For the rest, the S-P’s cafe lounge 
js still a recherche environment, 
with one of the completest and most 
intriguing drink cards of summer 
potables. Emile Petti dispenses the 
dansapation as fetchingly as he has 
all through the past two years. With- 
al, an OK summer spot. Abel. 


TEXAS TOMMY 
Pony Act 

5 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y¥. 


Texas Tommy is a slick cowhand— | 
anyway, his spurs and chaps look | 
dudish. His pony is called Baby | 
Doll. Between the two they do a | 
slick act for anybody's nitery di- 
vertissement. 

Being a cute 





little pony, well- 
cued by Texas Tommy, it’s a cork- 
ing novelty on any cafe floor. And 
the snootier the environment, the 
more effective the results.. Hence, 
at the Rainbow Room it was a par- 
ticular wow. 

Tommy straights well for Baby 
Doll, and the equine performs nobly 
and well for the sugary rewards 
after each series of tricks. 

From the vet vaudeville viewpoint, 
the old hokum bucket about ‘how 
many days in the week?’ and ‘one 
and six are how many?’ is corny. 
But it’s all new stuff all over again, 
as the pony taps out the counts with 
his hoof. What's more, now, as then, 
it’s sock variety fare. That’s why 
acts like Texas Tommy should come 
in for a renewed vogue all over | 
again. But instead of opening | 
vaudeville bills they're slated for 
features. Texas Tommy was the hit 
of the bill here. Abel, 





MARIORA 
Juggler 

5 Mins.: One 
State, N. Y. 


Among the new talent in Benny 
Davis’ unit show this girl is an- 
nounced as hailing from Holland. 
Femme jugglers are a rarity, and 
therefore a novelty. Togged in white 
tennis skirt, Mariora exhibited a 
routine principally of rubber ball 
and chop stick handling that was in- 
troduced over here by Rastelli and 
others, 

One of her exceptional feats is bal- 
ancing the ball while bent backward 
almost to the siave. Mariora also 
handles tennis rackets, but her top- 
per is at the routine’s finale, han- 
dling two sticks while juggling | 
Plates and manipulating a ring with 
one leg. She would be an opener in 
the vaude that wes and will prob- 
ably land in the night clubs. Ibee. 





KEN and ROY PAIGE 
Cemedy 

10 Mins.: One 

State, N.Y, 


Benny Davis introduced the Paige 
OYS as the fuiure Mitchell and 
Durant. They are  knock-about 
comics of that type, but without at- | 
lempt at acrobatics. 
One works straight with the 
brother taking all the falls and wip- | 
NZ up the stage, no easy assignment | 
On a hot evening. Wrestling bit 
Intros the comedian’s antics, which 
includes a dive initio the eorchesira | 
Pit. Turn furnishes comedy relief | 
m the Davis unit. ibee. 


| lywood. 


| radio. 


| Cliffs, N. J.. 


LOTTE GOSLAR 
Dance Mime 

6 Mins, 

Rainbow Room, N, Y. 


Lotte Goslar is heralded as Eu- 
rope’s greatest dancing mime, She 
came to attention in Erika (the 


daughter of Thomas) Mann's ‘Pepper 
Mill’ revue, is a refugee German 
danseuse, and evidences an unmistak- 
able terpsichorean artistry which, in 
time, may be acclimated for class 
cafe environments. Even now she 
evidences capabilities along these 
lines. It’s a matter of routining, 
however. 

She does two numbers at each 
show; two shows nightly. In one se- 


quence she does two eccentric pan-| 


tomimiec dances. Both being in like 
groove, it’s not for happiest returns. 
Furthermore, one is announced as 
‘The Virgin.’ Actually, it should 
be called ‘The Spinster’ — probably 
due to an unfortunate literal trans- 
lation from the German. As result, 
the parody on the coy, coquettish 
spinster is militated against by the 
false impression of the ‘virgin’ her- 
alding. Her ‘Intoxication’ opener is 
much more socko. 

Miss Goslar’s terps, of course, are 
primarily for the concert platform, 
although it’s understandable why 
William Morris, Jr., is reported dick- 
ering with her for a Broadway stage 
musical. 

For class cafes Miss Goslar mani- 
fests capabilities but will have to 
better routine her stuff to embrace 
broader nuances. Abel. 


LUCILLE JOHNSON 
Songs 
8 Mins. 
Paradise, N. Y. 
Fair-haired, blue-eyed lass is the 


singing standout of this popular 
Broadway supper spot floor show. 


She was in ‘Red, Hot and Blue’ last 
season. 

Slender Miss Johnson is a prima 
donna with a varied tonal voice of 
the coloratura type. Her renditions 
therefore are away from set warbling 
and she has range. Numbers pre- 
sented are filmusical favorites, start- 
ing with ‘Swell of You,’ ‘Where Are 
You’ and one of the newest George 
Gershwin melodies, ‘Can’t Take 
That Away.’ 

Understood picture execs recently 
in town orderéd her tested a 

ee. 


KEN NEALY 

Songs 

6 Mins. 

William Penn Hotel, Pitts. 

In Ken Nealy, a young singer he 
picked up in a Baltimore nitery, 
Happy Felton, rotund dance band 
leader, has a definite comer. In ad- 
dition to vocalizing with the orch, 
Nealy does a session of caroling with 
his own accordion accornpaniment 
on the Urban Roof floor nightly and 
has ’em swooning. 

Needs a bit more pruning, not on 
the pipes, however, but on expres- 
sion and physical appearance. Once 
these points have been fixed he 
should be a natural anywhere. Radio 
looks like a pushover for Nealy. 
Voice has soft quality that almost 
caresses a ballad. His finishes are 
socks, hitting high falsettos that ring 
clear as a bell. Always has a tough 
time getting away after brief floor 


periods around midnight, with 
femmes particularly leading cheering 
section. Cohen. 


JOHN EVANS 
Songs 
& Mins. 
Hippodrome, Balto. 
John Evans has 
local and national voice and radio 
contests consistently for past few 
years and has now reached a ma- 
turity in voice and song handling 
entitling him to present break on 
Hippodrome vaude bill. Spliced into 
Milt Britton’s band stuff, boy comes 
through in rousing style and earns 
ovation strictly on his vocal ability. 
When caught, did three numbers. 
‘Without a Song.’ ‘Sweethearts’ and 
‘Old Man River’ and had to beg off. 
Could stand some pointers on show- 
moanship. but dressed up and capably 
coached lad is a find for band or 
Burin. 


ROSS and McDONALD 
Dances 
5 Mins.: One 
State, N. Y. 
Duo from Memphis announced in 
the Benny Davis unit as their first 


| appearance in the big city. 


Girl and’ boy precision tappers 


‘fare well enough. Latter is unusually 


tall. for which reason he is in action 
behind the girl for the most part. 


She affects a white dress suit. Bit | 


with cigarets didn’t seem to mean 


much, but as dancers they fitted into | 


the unit routine. Ibee. 


Harold Arden has returned to the 
leadership of his band at Englewood 
following a serious ill- 
ness which forced him to go to Hot 


| Springs. 


been winning | 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


(Continued from page 60) 


enough to rate encore on ‘Glory of 
Love’ and a deserved bow. Line back 
with ball number, in which all 16 go 
through routine balanced on two- 
foot white spheres, getting out of 
line and falling off just often enough 
to keep house in uproar and win 
spontaneous applause. Skelton on be- 
fore curtains for epilogue speech to 
hope he didn’t offend anybody, 
promise to be back next week and 
send ’em away tickled pink. 

Pic is ‘Knight Without 
(UA) and biz fair. 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, July 17. 

There is a certain’ indefinable 
something which immediately stamps 
a thorough professional entertainer, 
as something apart from the per- 
formers who are not so accustomed 
to the footlights and the four-a-day. 

This was brought out strongly on 
the show this week, with two trained 
footlighters. Don Cummings and the 
Grace and Nico dance turn enrrying 
off all genuine performance honors, 
and left Ozzie Nelson, Harrict 
Hilliard and Shirley Lloyd to get 


Armor’ 
Craig. 





along as best they could on their 
radio reputations. 
Nelson’s band is a standout name 


ageregation from wecks of Crossley 
ratings, yet it shapes up as only a 
fairish stage orchesira. Where it 
would be without its name is a head- 
ache to contemplate. 

Nelson manages to warm his audi- 
ence up after a long spell due to a 
| certain nice naturalness he possesses, 
|but he also falters with a line of 
dolefully inept attempts of comic 
chatter. Miss Hilliard makes two ap- 
nearances once to be sung to by 
Nelson and second to warble a trio 
of vocals on her own. Despite a con- 
siderable backeround in vaude, Miss 
Hilliard has stiffened up a bit as be- 
fits a person who is a coast-to-coast 
name. 

Shirley Lloyd is a second singer 
on the show. Why there should be 
two femme vocalists on the same 60- 
minute bill is somewhat confusing. 
Miss Lloyd makes an awkward ap- 
pearance due to poor selection in 
wardrobe, but she exhibits a clear 
pair of pipes that gets her by. 

There is a whistler on the’ show, 
Johnny Bryant. He imitates birds, 
traffic cop whistles and carries a 
tune. Little noveliy that really didn’t 
belong on this bill. 
| But the job of stopping all pro- 
|ceedings went to Grace and Nico 
| first, who burlesqued the bal!room 
dance to bang-up results for this 
|audience. Recently here at the 
Casino Parisienne, they return as a 
smacking vaude act. The girl still 
gets opening gasps from an audience 
due to striking appearance. They 
turn in a walioping roughhouse 
knockabout ballroom burlesque and 
had to speech away. And at the end 
of the show there was Don Cum- 
mings who has also developed into 
surefire during the past veav. Mavbe 
it’s the new soup and fish get-up, 
but probably it’s Cummings’ added 
use of mugging for laugh effects. 
Rope-spinning with a good line of 
comedy material. 





Picture was ‘Talk of the Devil’ 
(GB). Business fair enough fast 
show Friday. Gold 


HIPP, BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, July 16. 
It’s Milt Britton and His Band at 
the Hipp this week, plus a few spe- 


cialties and good entertainment 
throughout. Using up 44 minutes to 
j}put over his knocl:about musical 
business, Britton is working his 
trademarked routine with most of 
the comedy capably handled by 
Walter Powell and Harry Dugan. 
Specialties include Sybil Kaye, 


Earlyn Wallace, Evelyn Farney and 
the winner of a local voice contest, 
John Evans ‘New Acts). 

Opening with the bandsters in one 
huddling for a college yell and lin- 
ing up to spell out via letters on 





|reveal neon lighted trombone solo- 
‘ing in darkness to finish full up on 
entire band now formally attired in 
tails. Britton, hendling announce- 
|ments throughout, brings on Sybil 
| Kaye, vocalist. who goes to town in 
good style on ‘Dinah’ and ‘Swing Mr. 
Paganini. Farlyn Wallace, petite 


| blonde, follows with capable acrv, 
/sold nicely. 
| Walter Powell starts the rough 


house off with his trombone stufi 
land the familiar seltzer bottles, fol- 


| lowed by a close-in and Evelyn Far- | 


ney, stepping out in one for a vocal 
land personality tap routine, accom- 
|panied by pit band. Encores with 
|rhumba tap as curtains part again. 
| after which band does comedy ver- 
sion of ‘Comin’ Round the Mountain.’ 

Earlyn Wallace back again for toe 
stuff to another close-in, with John 
| Evans next in one, for an okey rou- 


sweaters, ‘We stink.’ curtains part to | 





—=s 
the talented members of the ice 
cream eaters—but the  footlight 


‘MONTE CARLO REVUE 


(CAPITOL, ATLANTA) 
Atlanta, July 18. 
Here's 4 ct, fast show that 
builds up sp , it goes along. Its 


; only 33 minutes, 
n most units that 
it never lags. Pro- 
Clark, of Chicago, 
Bill Martin, saxo- 
phonist-band lesder, and made its 
debut a week ato at Jacksonville, 
Fla. Outfit is exceedingly well knit 
considering short time it has been 
on road. 

Carvino and Yovita, man and wife 


presenta. on 
much shorte: 
hit Cap stage, b 
duced b arry 
show be ts t 


full of twists 
turns, done to ‘Speakeasy Bolero.’ 
They get a nice hand. Blonde Helen 
Terry takcs over as emcee here and 
introduces Don Beldon, acrobatic 
jugeler. Beldon does tricks 
rubber balls, working in some flip- | 


flashy bolero, 


He then does some hand-balancing 
atop a six-foot table, following which 
he hauls up a six-foot pedestal, u»non 
which he does a ratchet svin with 
his feet stiekint some 18 feet in the 
air above the stave floor. He winds 
up with en acro soft shoe number, 
including heels over head flins with- 
out touchine the floor, to ‘June and 
January.’ All quite good and to a 
fine recention. 

Dottie Page follows with a fast toe 
tap to ‘Mr. Rhythm,’ which is fol- 
lowed bv Belle Dean, sinver, who 
warbles “This Is My Last Affair’ and 
‘Boo Hoo’ in front of mike. Sone- 
‘ter encores with ‘Because My 
Swectie Says It’s So.’ Both lassres 
are lookers and got good hands for 
their efforts. 

Pegey Martin, Junoesoue dancer 
and wife of the band leader, then 
does a snappv rhumba to ‘Ei Choc- 
olo.’ nleasing the customers. 

Helen Terry and Johnnv Rio on 
next with a clever musical turn. 
Femme appears with clarinet and 
man uses a harmonica. They rip off 
a hot ‘St. Louis Blues.’ girl relly 
soine to town on reeds, She then 
imitates pive organ with her instru- 
ment, while Rio hauls out a three- 
foot lentth of rubber tubine and 
coaxes tones out of it resembling 
violin. playing ‘Roses of Picardy.’ 
Rio then grabs a guiter, with har- 
monica attached, and Helen s'‘icks a 
comic hat on her herd and they do 
a comedy hillhillv sont and march 
to ‘Golden Stairs.’ They finish 
standin? a-straddle of two medium- 
sized bass drums. into the herds of 
one side has been attached two 
strings tied to bottles. They pluc*x 
the strings and coax melodies out of 
them to the tune of ‘Under the 
Double Eagle March.’ The act was 
a crowd pleaser. 

Pegsy Martin and Dotty Pave re- 
turn for a tan routine and Carvino 
and Yovita follow with a whirlwind 
ballroom number to ‘Twelfth Street 
Rag.’ 

Skating trio. Happv Renton. Tom 
Hickok and Jerry Gray (wife of 
Acrobat Beldon), are in closing spot. 
They do a fast turn and their stunts 
have polish and they close to a good 
hand. 

Perfunctory finale finds Terrv gir] 
down front bringing on each act at 
a time for a bow, with skaters doing 
stunts as curtains close. 

There’s 17 in comnany, including 
six bandsmen, with music 
better than usual. To pad _ stage 
time management used an overture 
on second show, featuring leader 
Mertin in a sax solo, 

Pic is ‘Night Key’ (Univ). Luch. 


TED MACK’S REVUE 


(ORIENTAL, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, July 16. 

Years the folks of a small 
town used to gather on a nice big 
lawn, and hove an ice cream sociable. 
Elmer’d sit by Susie, and Steve’d see 
that Bess got her spoons back—the 
ones tied ‘round with pink thread. 
But everybody'd have a swell time, 
particularly after the ice cream, 
when the talented citizens would get 
up and speak pieces or sing songs. 
And how they'd be applauded. 

Ted Mack’s revue is an ice cream 
sociable. It does away with all pre- 
|tenticusress and substitutes friend- 
liness. The acts aren’t good—they’re 


ato, 











' 

| breaking stuff. 
|here in piano business formerly 
handled by Tito, goes over fairly 
well. Will no doubt improve as he 
|familiarizes himself with the rou- 
tine and times the laughs. 

| Comedy versicn of ‘Poet an2 
| Peasant’ follows, with Powell get- 
| ting the usual punishment and scor- 
ling laughs to build up the 
breakaway curtain. Audience re- 
sponded in good style and Britton 
|eame through with an encore that 
{held up all right. Act is undoubt- 
ledly a standard for any house and 
| with some new stuff could east re- 
j;peat. Suffered some here because 
of numerous close-ins and blackouts 
which had tendency to slow matters 





tine of songs. Parting curtains re-|up, but on the whole did an okay 
veal the familiar Old Masiers and | job. 

itheir excerpis, efter which Milt} Film ts ‘Super Sleuth’ (RKO). 
|takes hold on the trombone to the|nlus current edition ef ‘March 9% 
| usual clowning and_ instrument’ Time.’ Burm. 


and 


with 


rating | 


Harry Duan, on | 


socko | 


barrier is gone, and they get across 
in a big way. As such, the unit is 
bad theatre, but it’s good for the 
theatre. 


It brings the audience and the 
performer together, and that’s pleniy 
satisfactory for most audiences, 
What if little Dorothy Meisner dces 
stumble a couple times during her 
tap dance, and what if her taps 
aren't clean? She’s just a cute child, 
| so let’s encourage her. Only Dorothy 
|should smile while she’s up in front 
| of the folks, that’s the only really 
| bad fault she has, in this show. 





dance team, are in opening spot in a| And so it goes, right straight down 


ithe line. Acts come and go, some of 
them stumbling, some eccaing all 
messed up, but, golly, if Mis. Oricnts1 
hadn’t Icnt us her lawn, we couldn't 
even be here. 

Eehind the whole thing, creating 
and permeating the spirit which puts 


flops while l:ecping the pellets soing. | these turns over is the president of 


the club, the mayor of the town, or 
the minisier of the church, Ted 
Mack. He's on the stage from begin- 
ning to end, directing his 11-piece 
orchestra, introducing the talented 
folks, and telling funny stories. Ted 
Mack is good, plenty good, Not a 
fast talking, glib m.c., but an easy, 
down to earth guy who'd do better 
than swell as a permanent house 
m.c., where the audience was not 
too sophisticated. 

One set is all the unit has. Full 
stage, Straight lined, and modernistic, 
At one point a scrim is used, with a 
cathedral slice thrown unon it, for a 
special effect during an orchestra 
number. Otherwise everybody works 
in front of the band. 

Acts consist of Frances Burke, 
introduced as a Bowes discovery, 
and proves it by doing imitations of 
stars during her song routine. She's 
all right, but that light blue gown is 
atrocious’ Then there’s the Top 
Hatters, man and woman acrobatic 
skating team. Both work as under- 
sianders, their tricks are good, and 
fast. 

Also on the bill, are The Three 
Dolis, who weren't ready when first 
called for, so came on later. Three 
firls, in gingham kid dresses and 
hair ribbons, do acrobatic and knock- 
about, then finish off with challenge 
acrobaiic, for which they're re- 





warded heavily in hand slapping. 
Teddy Lester, one of the orchesira 


boys, plays all sorts of novelly and 
legit instruments. Dick and Leota 
Nash, rope spinning hoofers, are 
spotted last, and do their usual, un- 
changed routine. Over well. 

Added is the house line of 12, do- 
ing three colorful routines, and cos- 
tumes are up to the usual exce''ent 
standard. They add plenty to the 
show as a show, this week. 

Orchestra does two sessions alone, 
and everybody leaves, feelins that 
maybe actors are. nice people, and 
friendly, after all. But ncxt week, 
let’s see someihing a litie more 
elaborate and flashy. But let's co 
again, and that, after all, is the main 
thing—and Ted Mack’s revue outs 
such a spirit over well. 

Picture at house was ‘She Hed to 


Eat’ (20th). Business last show, 
opening cay, just fair. Loop. 





Clean Burley 








(Continued from page 1) 
has not been so hot, except in the 
|} theatres which are air-conditioned, 
| After eight days of experimeniing 
| with the new policy, most of the 
New York houses admit box o‘Vice 
anemia and it’s not the heat wave. 

Former burlesque fans ere ree 
ported having disappevred after 

erusing the new brand of entore 
tainment and haven't come to tne 
surface since. Ii seems a case o7 
where do we go from here. 

One smart burlesque manager told 
it all when he ooserved, “Curlesque 
without dirt or sirippers is like noth- 
ing at all. They've scrammed the 
comics, because a carload of sapolio 
couldn't clean ‘em up and kecp ‘em 
in line. But aiter all, they were only 
spacers for the teasers and would 
{have to be educated a lot hefore 
| being able to work leit avain.’ 

House opcraiing mobs are in a 
frenzy for something to hypo the 
box-office, but in the meanwh'le ere 
exhausiing the aspirin. supply 
|} around Times Square. 








Hecht Ne. I ¢ 








(Coniinued from page 1) 


,; are George Bradshaw, David Hertz, 
|Joe Bigelow end ,Charles Lederer, 
| Quariet of writers also in the heavy 
coin cless who recently completed 
work for Goldwyn are Lillian Hell- 
}man, ai $2,509 a stanza: Kalmor and 
Ruby. who got £50,000 for 20 wee':s 
on ‘Goldwyn Follies’; Alice Duer 
Miller, who worled with this team, 
_and lowerd J. Green who alse 
jchored on the picture. 
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CILLMORE OPTIMISTIC ON 


Equity Prez Won’t Say Anything Definite, but Indi- 
cations Are Pros Will Get a Break—Red Angle 
Up Again in N. Y. 


Frank Gillmore, Equity prez, who| Works Progress Administrator, last 
went to Washington last week for | week. 
a conference with Harry L. Hop-| Turning aside questioners with a 
kins, national WPA administrator,|‘my lips are sealed’ crack, the| 


spokesman for the unionized F. T. P. | 
beneficiaries said he was entirely 
content with prospects outlined by | 


reported that there were no commit- 
ments as to possible reinstatement 
of dismissed professionals from the 


Federal Theatre Project. Equity’s| Hopkins. Would not say whether | 
leader, who represented all profes- | material changes in the program, | 


sional stage groups, including ac- | tumored for months, will be made. 
tors, stage hands, musicians, scenic) While WPA execs previously have 
artists and others, expressed the | refused to promise unionists that ali 
hope, however, that his mission | jobless theatre people will be as- 
would be fruitful. |sured groceries, Gillmore indicated 
While the let-outs went off the | he had won his argument for prefer- 
payroll last Thursday (15), hope was | eMtial treatment for professional 
expressed that the administrator | actors. His purpose in visiting Hop- 
would visit New York soon and that | Kins was to complain that, under 
a solution to the problem facing | the Hallie Flanagan regime, amateurs 
stage unions whose members re-|2%4 semi-pros are fair-haired, with 
ceived pink slips would be reached. | P¢’Sons who make their living out of 
There are expectations, too, that a the theatre getting step-son attention. 
reorganization of the relief show set- Shakeup? 
ups in other localities will permit Whether a shake-up, involving re- | 
the return to the payroll of some | placement of Mrs. Flanagan and pos- 
let-outs, but upping the percentage | sibly William P. Farnsworth, was 
of non-relief people in that category | talked by Gillmore and Hopkins was 
appears even harder to solve, in| not disclosed, but the manner of the 
light of the reduction regulations. | Equity prez suggested that execs are 
Reorganization mentioned by sev-/|likely to be tossed around soon. 


eee 


———————————— 


WPA FUTURE; 
WASHINGTON EXPECTS EXEC CHANGES 


| Frank Tweddell goes 
| Vonegut’s part and Cynthia Blake 


LEGITIMATE 


Wednesday, July 21, 1937 




















FOUR CAST CHANGES 
FOR LOOP “TAKE IT’ 


Muni Seroff, from Yiddish legit, 
has replaced Eddie Conrad in the 
Chicago cast of ‘You Can’t Take It 
With You. Seroff was known as 
Serebrov on the East Side, but de- 
cided to shorten the monicker for 
the new assignment, that of a tem- 
peramental dancing teacher. Part 
was originated by George Tobias in 
the N. Y. company. 

Several reasons were given for 
Conrad’s replacement, one being 
marital trouble, but understood there 
was a difference of opinion as to his 
fitness for the role. 

Reports of clowning by the Chicago 
cast, to the detriment of the per- 
formance, were indignantly denied | 
by several players there, who tele- | 
graphed Sam H. Harris, producer | 
of the show. However, tnere 
four changes in the cast. In addi- 
tion to the Conrad switch, Eva Con- | 
don will replace Daisy Atherton, | 
into Walter | 


aie 


will succeed Ulla Kazonova. 

Vonegut is ill and has been ordered 
to rest. Miss Kazonova has seen 
cast for the Boston ‘Can’t,’ which | 
starts rehearsals soon and which ts 
due to open around Labor Day. 





eral of those in the WPA. theatre 
administration division concerns 


abandoning of the project in various | 


spots throughout the country. It is 
reported that several cities will 
be dropped by the WPA theatre end 
in addition to those already dropped 
in five states. Geographical regu- 


lations heretofore figuring in taking | 
on people in the various localities | 


was again pointed out to be in- 
equitab!e, because most actors are 
centered in the metropolis but are 
generally assignable to other points. 


More Red-Baiting 


ecutive staffs in the FTP has been 
decided on, but it has been charged 
that supporters of the ‘Communist 


| last, under criticism that left-wingers 


|on the toboggan. 


| the 


WPA is known to be touchy, at long 


S| Graftons’ ‘Coming’ Will 
are running the show, and a purge is ’ ° 
' Debut on B’way in Sept. 


expected in political circles. Gillmore 

said he could not comment on the Sam Grisman is expected back | 
latest rumors that Mrs. Flanagan is | from Europe in August to put ‘Listen 
| for Their Coming,’ by Sam and Edith 
Slash of almost 3,000 theatre bene- | Grafton, into production. Pair have 
ficiaries will go through as scheduled. | finished revisions. Slated to open at | 
Gillmore admitted following his con-/the Windsor (formerly the 48th | 
ference that reduction of the theatre | Street) in September, but ‘Rhyme 
program is inevitable, but radiated | Without Reason’ is also mentioned 
hope that the non-pros will be the! for house. 

initial casualities. He insisted that; Graftons have atso Just completed | 
there is no rivalry between stage-| two one-act plays. Grafton is asso- | 


‘ ie | hands and actors, both sharing the | cjate editor of the New York Post. | 
No specific reorganization of ex- | 


sentiment that amateurs and semi- | 


CURTIS COMBS COAST 
FOR ‘CRUISE’ TALENT 





Hollywood, July 20. 
Jack Curtis is here talking deals 
with composers to score ‘World 
Cruise,’ musical which he plans to 


| stage next fall. 


Idea is to cast the show with 
Hollywood talent and take it to 
Broadway. Curtis leaves for New 
York this week and returns Aug. 5. 


et 


KLEIN QUITS AS 
NY. TEMPLE 


BOOKER 





} 
Mecca Temple auditorium, N. Y.,| 
| is now without a boeking manager. 


Harry Klein, former general man- 
ager for Charles B. Dillingham, who 
handled the Shrine property, has 


ternal order is reported 
financial condition because of the} 
property's financial load, and 


Klein conducted the Temple build- 


ing and auditorium for four years, | 
nearly any type of attraction being | 


booked im including grand opera. 
He was placed in the position through 
the Manufacturers Trust Co., which 
also had Hammerstein’s Theatre (re- 
named Manhattan) on its hands 
through foreclosure. Latter was used 
as a night club for a time and is 
now used for broadcasting by CBS 
under a five-year lease with options. 

Shrine property cost $3,000,000 
and the bank loaned $1,000,000, but 
did not foreclose, stepping away, 
however, from management respon- 
sibilities. Property’s high carrying 
charges is one reason for its present 
financial condition, taxes alone run- 
ning to $50,000 yearly. No succes- 
sor to Klein is 
bids going to a secretary. 





pros ought to be gated first. 
Meeting of the Equity chief and | 
relief boss was _ considered | 


|--—— 


party and the left-wing Workers’ | significant in view of the fact that 
Alliance, an organization of unem-| only a week earlier Gillmore had 


ployed, controlled (or control) the| been given a run-around by Hop- | 








personnel and supervision of the 


M. Easley of the National 
Federation set forth the charges in 
a letter addressed to President 
Roosevelt. 

In some quarters Easley is de- 
scribed as a ‘professional patriot.’ He 
is quoted as having written: 

“We have a complete record of the 
supervisory personnel of both the 


writers and theatre projects and are | 


prepared to prove their utter lack 
of qualification in every instance.’ 
Alleges that the Workers’ Alliance 


exacted a week’s pay from those dis-| only grandchild, on the eve of 


missed, in return for reinstatement, 
so ‘it has come to a point where 
work reliefepn federal projects has 
been turned into an outright racket 


tunates.’ Also charges that both 
projects are characterized by gross 


erence in employment was given 
over to controlling groups. 

In the FTP, he charged that 64% 
are ‘people who never before made 


a living in connection with theatri-| Mount Kisco Monday (19), coming 
| back here a week later. 


cal activity,’ and that 82% of the 
supervisors are members of the 
Communist party or supporters of 


bers of the Alliance and 38% are of 


the Communist party. Stated that | 


professional theatrical stagers, etc., 


were placed in humble positions on | 
a security wage, whereas the lucra- | 
tive positions have been turned over | 


to ‘people who have not the least 


inkling of the theatrical business.’ | 
Declared that ‘this is not mere alle- | 


gation . . . we have definite proof 
of the conditions.’ 

Labor board of the stage unions. 
which asked for dismissal figures 
from Hallie Flanagan, has not di- 
gested the data. One figure to the 
effect that 181 professional actors 
had been dismissed does not jibe 
with the fact that around 150 were 
dismissed from the vaudeville and 
cireus units alone. 





d | kins’ aides. 
writers and theatre projects.’ Ralph| talked with deputy administrators 
Civic | who dished up little satisfaction. He 
ihad an entirely different manner 
‘after tete-a-tete-ing with Hopkins 
| personally. | 


Granddaughter of Mark 


Westport, Conn., July 20. 





, |}actress to appear in ‘Joan of Are.’ 
preying on the earnings of unfor-! one of her. grandfather's few plays. 
| Daughter of the late Ossip Gabri- 
wr | lowitsch, conductor of the Detroit 
inefficiency and waste, and that pref- Symphony Orchestra, 
| former Clara Clemens, has a bit in 
| ‘Lysistrata, which has been in re- 





| cided to use that name because 
the movement, that 78% are mem-| Tamara Daykarhanova, her teacher, 


| Broadway 


Few days before, he | 


‘Excursion’ quietly slipped off 
Broadway’s list when it folded at 
the Vanderbilt Saturday (17). Critics 
went to town on the show, raving 
over what nearly all others, in show 
business and out, thought was just 
$0-so. 

Play lasted 15 weeks, which ordi- 
narily would have placed it in the 
success column, but it was on the 








Twain Turns to Legit 





Nina Gabrilowitsch, Mark Twain’s 


her theatrical debut close to her 
birthplace (Redding), hopes that one 
day she will be a good enough 


four weeks previously and contin- 
ued only after the players took two) 
cuts in salaries. In gross ‘Excur- | 
sion’ was once estimated topping | 
$11,000 for one week. Thereafter it | 
started tapering, until it was down | 


the | to the $5,000 level and the pace dur- | 


and 





hearsal at the Country Playhouse ‘EXCURSION’ 


here all week and which opened at 





Opened April 9, 1937. Com- 
edy was enthusiastically re- 
ceived by all critics. Atkinson 
(Times) said ‘nothing quite so 
refreshing has turned ap in this 
neighborhood since — spring.’ 
while Gabriel (American) ex- 
ulted, ‘fresh food from the gods 
and we gobbled it down with 
glee. Brown (Post) editorial- 
ized ‘play itself and the per- 
formances offer between them a 
delightful, rare and richly re- 
warding excursion for which, if 
you are wise, you will hasten to 
purchase tickets.’ Lockbridge 
(Sun) called it ‘high-spirited 
ang light-hearted, packed with 
laughter.’ Anderson (Journal) 
described it as an ‘amiable voy- 
age which falls ruefully short 
of its promised land, but full of 
genial sentiment, ingratiating 
characters and pleasant humors.’ 
Watts (Herald-Trib}) opined 
‘curiously comforting evening.’ 

Variety (Rowl) joined the 


Miss Gabrilowitsch, who has de- 


cannot remember Clemens, attended 
Barnard College after spending her 
early childhood in Europe. Her de- 
cision to become an actress has the 
approval of her mother, who used 
to act out her father’s plays with 
her sisters in their old home near 
here. Clara Clemens eventually be- 
came w.k. as a concert singer. 

Nina hopes to get a place in a. 
show after her summer 
workout here and at Mount Kisco. | 








New Frisco Play 


San Francisco, July 20. 
ilph Pincus, manager of the 
Geary theatre, is due back from Hol- 
iywood, where he has been for 
several days, watching rehearsals of 
‘Story to be Whispered,’ new play by 


PR 
nN 


verge of shutting down more than when a play with an idea happened 


| management 


‘Excursion’ Folds, an In-Between 


ing the last two weeks was around 
$3,000. 

Once again it is proven that critics 
cannot make a hit out of an in- 
betweener, any more than a weak 
press can down what audiences like. 
When observers peeked at ‘Excur- 
sion,’ to discern the cause of the rave 
notices, the only answer was that a 


| flock of bad spring items had so 


enervated the reviewers’ taste that 


along they donned _ rose-colored 
glasses in glee. 

Not all the critics really went to 
town, but all agreed that ‘Excur- 
sion’ was big stulf. 

When the reviews appeared, the 
managerial staff was flabbergasted. 


Show had opened in Philadelphia 


|for try-out and the presenter, John 
C. Wilson, was minded to forget the | 


whole thing. It was decided, how- 
ever, to open on Broadway and get 
it over with. Upon seeing the notices 
the comment that went over the 
telephone wires between the man- 
ager and staff would furnish ma- 
terial for a book. Wilson is an asso- 
ciate of Noel Coward, whom he pre- 
sented in ‘Tonight at 8:30’ with Ger- 
trude Lawrence co-starred. The 


| Lunts are also in. 


While the reviews did not figure 
in putting the play over, it is indi- 
cated that they helped in the sale 
of the picture rights, which were 








the | 
need to reduce expenses caused the | 
| manager’s resignation. 





intended, booking | 
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U.S. NAMES TA 
REMISS SPECS 





Nine ticket agencies, four of their 
owners and seven employees were 
named yesterday (Tuesday) in in- 
formations filed in VU. S. District 
Court, N. Y., by U. S. Attorney 
Lamar Hardy charging each with 
violating the Federal laws governing 
the sale of tickets. In 332 offences 
cited it charged the defendants 
failed to stamp the agency name and 
endorsement of the price 
back of the tickets. Each offense on 
conviction calls for a fine of $100. 


The Government thereby would col- 
lect $33,200 but also claims millions 
of dollars in taxes on tickets sold at 
a premium. 

Those named in the virtual indict- 
ments are Supreme Theatre Ticket 
Service. Inc. and Robert Baum- 
garten; Leo Newman's Theatre Ticket 
Office, Inc. and Philip Guryan; 
Michael Atlas and Walter Friedman, 


is 


on the 


‘ “ ‘ | trading as the Acme Theatre Ticket 
| withdrawn from’ the enterprise. Fra- | Office; Harry Schack of the Rialto 
in weak | Theatre Ticket Service together with 


Thomas Burke; Ruth Alexander, of 
Alexander’s Ticket Office and Jesse 
Berley; Jacobs’ Ticket Office, Inc. 
and Wilfred Betts; Beckhardt’s 
Ticket Service and John Dunlevy. 





Washington, July 20. 

Another round-up of ticket specu- 
lators appeared imminent this week 
following issuance of stiffer Treasury 
Department regulations governing 
the sale of ducats. 

Under amended code of the Inter- 
nal Revenue Bureau, pasteboards 
sold by anyone other than the actual 
theatre must show the initial selling 
price, and the name and address of 
each vendor. Ducats with marked- 
up prices would be checked and the 
seller of any ticket bearing a phony 
figure would be liable for prosecu- 


tion. 


Effective Oct. 1, the revised regu- 
lation says, both the established and 


selling prices, as well as the original 
| 
and second tax figures, must be con- 


Show, Despite Many Rave Notices 


spicuously and indelibly stamped on 
the portion collected at the door, 
which also must show the seat or 
box number. Tickets, along with 
cabaret checks, must be saved for 
three months for possible investiga- 
tion by government agents. 





‘Tron Men’ Prop Basis 
Of Suit vs. Bel Geddes 


Peter Clark, Inc., has started suit 
against Norman Bel Geddes on a 
claim for money due on the derrick 
used in the latter’s production of 
‘Iron Men’ last season. The practical 
prop was made of steel and it cost 





; around $2,500. About half the bill 


was paid, the show management 
holding back the balance, contending 
it had been forced to spend more 
than $1,000 to make the derrick 
workable and that the Clark outfit 
had neglected to supply certain 
necessary gadgets. 

‘Iron Men’ was withdrawn after 
playing two weeks at the Longacre, 
N. Y., and going $42,000 in the red. 
Geddes attracted attention in casting 
the play by engaging several struc- 
tural steel workers, one, William 
Haade, playing one of the leads. 
Most of the action in ‘Men’ was sup- 
posed to be on girders of a sky- 
scraper being erected. The steel 
workers regarded the engagement 
as a lark, figuring it easy money and 
asking ‘how long has this been g0- 
ing on.’ 

However, after the show flopped, 


bid up to $125,000, paid by Metro.| they returned to their regular jobs 


'Price was among the highs of the | 


season and the unexpected profit 
from that end probably inspired the 
in keeping the show 
going at a loss longer than 
narily. 


Another closing Saturday was ‘The 


| Show is On,’ which finally went off 
|at the Winter Garden, after playing 


2844 weeks. Revue had been adver- 


ordi- | 





| tised to ‘positively’ close about two 
|months previous. Recently, when 
|Bert Lahr withdrew and went to 
| Hollywood, Willie and Eugene How- 
|ard stepped into the cast. Heat of 
| the past two weeks, however, was 
'the indicated factor in forcing the 
pace under an even break level. 


Capital’s View 
Washington, July 20. 
Satisfactory discussion of the future | 
of the Federal Theatre program was | 
reported by Frank Gillmore, presi- | 
dent of Equity, after an hour-long | 
conference with Harry Hopkins, 


parade with ‘sharply pointed, 
its style combines gay humor 
and an imaginative underlying 
premise. Play packs the power 
to please a wide variety of audi- 
ences.’ 


William S. Hurlbut. 

Howard Herrick, who was last 
here ahead of Lunt and Fontanne, 
is the advance man for the Hurlbut 
play, which will bring Marjorie 
fambeau back to the stage after a | 
three years’ retirement, August 16. 

















with the exception of Haade, who 
was sent to Hollywood. He appeared 
in ‘Kid Gallahad’ (WB). 


FOULKE’S NEW JOB 
George Abbott has upped Robert 


Foulke as production assistant in 
charge of preliminary staging of 
‘Brother Rat’ replacements. Foulke, 


who is in ‘Rat’ cast, will work with 
Edith Van Cleve. 

Garson Kainan was Abbott's pro- 
duction and casting aide until he 
went to the Coast recently to join 
the Sam Goldwyn outfit. Foulke 
also continues as assistant to Charles 
Washburn on publicity for the Ab- 


| bott shows. 
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Equity Clearing Decks of Trouble 
Matters; Weekly Council Meetings 


Equity is preparing to clear its 
schedule of controversia) issues, s0 
that the calendar during the coming 
season will not be cluttered and the 


council will be able to consider prob- 
able new questions more efficiently. 
To that purpose the council is hold- 
ing weekly sessions, imperative be- 
cause of the WPA dismissal situation. 
Previously such sessions were held 
every two weeks. 

Organization of radio artists is the 
new major activity of the actors’ as- 
sociation. With that in mind, com- 
mittees have been named to act on 
the issues which cropped up during 
the past two years, but not disposed 
of. Committees will probably not 
get into action until some time in 
August, because of the number of 
members who are out of the city, but 
the movement to clear the decks is 
definitely on. 

First to be disposed of are ex- 
pected to be those questions which 
were propounded during the three- 


sided election campaign early in 
June. Among these issues is the 
double minimum, which was ex- 


pected to be disposed at the annual 
meeting but was not introduced. It 
is evident that the membership is 
split on the fixing of $25 weekly as 
the minimum for juniors. More ex- 
perienced people are >ut for a single 
minimum of $40, which now applies 
to seniors. Even though managers 
cannot engage more than 10% at the 
lower figure, they feel there is al- 
ways a chance far discrimination, 
Juniors 


There is also the matter of per- 
mitting juniors to talk from the floor 
at meetings. That question is not so 
much contested, but a rule may be 
attempted which would permit a 
limited allocation of floor time to 
juniors. Matter of salary to the presi- 
dent and executive secretary-treas- 
urer was an issue in the campaign 
and will also be considered, though 
the present compensation is not ex- 
pected to be changed. Alien actor 
policy will be considered, aiso, with 
the administration favoring restric- 
tion, 

Second, or independerit; ticket was 
out for a clarification of Equity’s 
financial status, which will have com- 
mittee deliberation and report. It 
also wants controversial matters 
given space by opponents and propo- 
nents in the association’s monthly 
house organ. Possibility of further 
economies, re-formation of the ex- 
ecutive committee, shortening of the 
probationary period and changes in 
rehearsal pay rules are among other 
topics for consideration. 

There is a possibility that one or 
more issues will be put to refer- 
endum, that to be decided when the 
reports are made to the council and 
enough of a majority of that body 
deem such procedure advisable. 


AFL. STILL TRYING 
TO ORG. LEGIT MGRS. 


Newark, July 20. 








Another attempt to organize Essex | 


county top theatre employees will 
be made within two weeks. Thomas 
Green, head of the stagehands union 
and a leading A. F. of L. figure in 
New Jersey, is the dynamo behind 
the move. He refused to become 
discouraged when only six managers 
arrived at the jnitial meeting. 
Several hundred had been expecied. 

Present program is to take in the- 
atre managers, assistants and 
treasurers. Cashiers will be ex- 
cluded for the time being. Grecia 
Says they will be unionized Jater. 

It is believed that the meeting 
held Friday at 1 a. m. was a floperoo 
because theatre men were only in- 
vited by letter. A committee is be! ng 
formed to make house to house can- 
vas. Members will be in position to 
five real sales talk. 

Green predicts membersh'p 
before Chri stmas, 


of 400 | 





Aerial Competish 





St. Louis, July 20. 

With the Municipal Opera 
season in the al fresco theatre 
in Forest Park in full swing, 
execs of TWA airlines have 
routed their planes away from 
the outdoor bowl. In a direct 
line with the Lambert-St. Louis 
airport, planes passed directly 
over the theatre and the drone 
of motors and display of riding 
lights distracted attention of 
customers in the bowl. 

Larry Fritz, eastern region 
supt. of the line, instructed all 
pilots to detour around the 
theatre. 











BAGGAGE UP 
AGAIN 


Trunk Lines Assn., 
Eastern railway systems, is consider- 
ing a suggestion to limit traveling 
attractions to two free baggage cars, 
regardless of the number of persons 
traveled in the party. Idea, which 
‘has stirred up managers, 
to be opposed by passenger agents 
of leading lines, but each road has 
one vote, regardless of its size. 


composed of 


is known 


year, but is on the docket for con- 
sideration again. Plan emanated 


from the west coast railway group, 
but those lines would hardly adopt 
the idea without the support of the 
Trunk Lines and the midwest rail- 
way group. Although the baggage 
car limitation was then voted down, 
Trunk Lines rejected the appeal of 
show business to make an exception 
for it and accept the two per mile 
rate in Pullmans and sleepers for 
such parties. 

Big shows would be hampered, if 
'not forced off the road entirely, by 
the proposed baggage car limitation. 
It is certain that major shows would 
have to be condensed if attempting 
to tour. Last season ‘The Great 
Waltz’ traveled 100 persons and used 
five baggage cars. ‘Follies’ used at 
least four, while the proposed Billy 
Rose ‘Show of Shows’ might be 
stopped before starting. 
out again in the fall, went to the 
coast last season. Jumps were ofien 
so long that most of the operating 
profit was used in transportation 
costs. 

Regulations usually call for one 
baggage car without additional cost 
for each 20 persons in a touring at- 
traction. An exception is the New 
Haven line, which permits one car 
for each 30 persons. 





Charlie King May Take 


George M. Cohan’s “The Tavern’ 
may be revived for the road next 
| season with Charles King starred 
as the Vagabond. Lou Straus is or- 
ganizing to open when and if George 
M. Cohan okays the idea. 

If set it will be King’s first stab 
|at straight legit, being formerly 
| identified with musical comedy and 


pix. 








‘Sea Legs’ to Encore? 


Al Bannister and Edward Byrne 
are talking a road tour for ‘Sea 
Legs,’ short lived musical which had 
a three-week run at the Mansfield, 
N. Y., last spring. 

Producers want to reassemble 
original cast headed by Charles Col- 
lins and Dorothy Stone. prov 
i latter are available. 


iding 





Waltz,’ due | much of such coin actually came up- 


LIMITATION OF 


BUT FEW SHOWS 














BY LABOR DAY 


End of September or Early | 
October the Tee-Of | 
Months for 1937-8—Only | 
a Few Shows Readying | 
Now, and Not Many Until | 
Late ae 


LOOKING AHEAD TO "39 





Legit season of 1937-38 is techni- 
cally dated to start on or before 
Labor Day (Sept. 6), but indications 
are that only a few new shows will 
have premiered by that time. There 
has been a tendency to set back the 
season’s openings for several years 
and the trend now is even more 
pronounced. 

While one or 
perhaps a few 
| readying soon, 
| paratively few 


two musicals and 
dramas will start 
there will be com- 
new productions in 
| rehearsal until late August, so that 
| any appreciable number of 


| will not join the list until late Sep- 
| tember, or during October. 


| entered during 


opening is not a paramount factor 
in the chances of success. Late 
| spring is regarded as the most 


| hazardous opening period, but there 


that early openings had an edge over 
those which came later, but although 
it was easier to avoid conflicting first 
nights, it is generally conceded now | 
that there is no advantage. It was | 
noticeable that a goodly percentage 
of clicks in the past several seasons 
October, but it is 
equally evident that the time of 


| are exceptions, as for instance ‘Room 


Same suggestion was defeated last | 
| musical production, which is the rea- 
; son why managers seek to start such 





‘The Tavern’ Out in Fall. 


i 


Service.’ 


There is perhaps a deadline for 


shows early in the season, or com- 
paratively so. That type of produc- 
tion being more costly, a number of | 
high gross weeks are looked for dur- 
ing the fall and winter, as a means 
of winning back production cost. 
Formerly, however, Broadway had 
half a dozen summer musicals, a 
vogue which has passed out. 
1936-37 Late, Too 

Last summer there was another 
reason for setting back the season, 
managers claiming that authors had 
stopped writing during the conflict 
over the new contract and scripts 
were therefore incomplete, or not 
even started. One year ago, too, the 
situation was affected by the refusal 
of Hollywood to finance stage shows. 

That was mitigated by reports that 
there was plenty of money around, 
emanating from Wall Street. How 


town was never determined, but 
there was an atmosphere of confi- 
dence on Broadway. Similar bank- 
rolling indications are not present 
at this time, but while the count on 


the last season’s productivity proved | 
there were fewer shows presented, | 
there is no reason to anticipate * 


further shrinkage. 


Nor are there signs of a house | 
| shortage, 
| summer and the year before. 
| abilities of a production surge, how- | 
ever, are being considered in some | 
managerial circles, with the expecta- | 


which was predicted last | 
Prob- 


York’s show list will 
strengthen as the time for the 
World’s Fair of 1939 approaches. 

There are two attractions more or 
less definitely slated to debut before 
Labor Day. They are ‘Virginia,’ mu- 
sical now dated for the Center, Ra- 
dio City, Aug. 31, and ‘Rhyme With- 
out Reason,’ drama, which may come 
in at the 48th Street a few days 
ahead of the operetta. Another mu- 
sical, ‘Beyond the Devil,’ should ar- 
rive among the early group. 

Last Labor Day the list was livened 
by the resumption of the standouts 
‘Victor Regina’ and ‘Idiot’s Delight,’ 
which verged on capacity even then. 
Coming new season, however, must 
depend on new production, as in 
most other seasons. It is doubtful 
whether more than five of the cur- 
rent group of survivors will continue 
well into next fall. 


tion that New 


| 
| 
| 
Some managers nurtured the idea | 
| 
| 





Tongue-Tied 





Showman, on friendly terms 
with a horse trainer, was told 
by the latter to be on hand for 
the opening race early last 
week, as it might be the day for 
the entry to win. The horse 
romped in an easy winner, but 
|| the manager was delayed 
reaching the course until the 
sprint was over. Plenty burned, 
he later told about the incident 
and added: 

‘I was so mad I couldn't talk 
for three races.’ 


Socialites’ Big 
Turn-Out for C.C. 


Drama Festival 











debuts | 





Central City, Col., July 20. 
Sixth annual Central City Play 


| Festival is under way, with the activ- 


ities co-ordinated under the direction 
of Richard Aldrich. Special events 


are interspersed between the presen- 
tation of ‘A Doll’s House’ in the 
Opera House. 


Rock drill contests, fire runs and 
other contests will pep up the affair 
next Sunday (25). Music in the 
Teller House, hotel operated and 
owned by the association, and music 
on the balcony outside the Opera 
House, are features of each day. 

Opening night, a practical sell- 
out, was society night. Evelyn Walsh 
McLain, Colorado woman, now of 
Washington, D. C., wore several 
hundred thousand dollars’ worth of 
diamonds, including the famous 
Hope diamond. She took over a 
floor of the Teller House in which to 
entertain her friends. 

For the first time efforts are being 
made to make the night club a 
major attraction. Sheila Barrett has 
been brought out and is the star 
for the seven nights the 
operates. 

Festival runs to Aug. 7, with 25 
performances. 
were $5. Others are from $2 to 
$3.50, and advance indications are 
that former b.o. records will be at 
least tied. 


ROONEY’S CHILLER FOR 











Matt J. Rooney 
Studio Murder,’ 
background, for a tour of resort au- 


ditorium, dance halls and dining 
{|rooms along the ‘poison ivy’ trail. 
Rooney authored and will also di- 
rect. 

Cast includes 
Sam Barody, 


is casting “The 


Dorothy Collins, 
Arthur Lally, Francis | 
Molloy, Helen Klein, Jessie Wag- 
oner, Edward Holbrooke, Sam 
Haurer and Keats Springer. Troupe 
will be transported in trailers. 


Linders Are Back, They 
Call It “Emperer of Vice’ 








‘Emperor of Vice,’ 
Linder, 


melo by Mark 
will be next legit producintz 
venture for Jack Linder, scheduled 
to get under way in September. 


club | 


chiller with radio | 


SHORT QUITS ‘LADY’: 





Equity I Reinstates Oakie, Warwick, 
Nolan, Et Al; Tully Marshall, Out 
Since ’29, Pays $500 to Get Back In 


Six resident the 
Coast and suspended by Equity for 
failure to join the Screen Actors 
Guild have been reinstated and an- 
other also was placed in good stand- 
ing aftet being taboo for eight years, 
because of another ‘offence.’ Latter 
is Tully Marshall, who was required 
fine of $500 to Equity be- 
he was stamped okay. 
of stiffest 
meted out to a member of the actors 


actors on 


to pay @ 
fore It was 


one the penalties ever 


association, 

Marshal] helped spike the guns of 
Equity the 
movement to organize Hollywood in 
1929. He went into the courts for 
the purpose of an injunction re- 
straining the plan to force actors into 
an organization. That gesture on 
behalf of picture producers was re- 
garded as the severest blow to 
Equity’s aspirations. Others were 
lime-lighted as obstructionists and 
Marshall's action was kept under 
cover with no little rancor. 

The actor was forced to square 
himself because of SAG’s recent deal 
with the Hollywood producers not 
to engage any player unless belong- 
ing to the Guild. Marshall therefore 
was out on a limb and had no re- 
course but to. get into good standing 
with Equity. He has no idea of re- 
turning to the legit stage, but un- 
less okay with Equity he could not 
join the SAG, and therefore could 
be kept from studio engagements. 

The Guild intends to force the 
30 odd players suspended for failure 
to join SAG to make their peace 
with Equity. It has not yet made 
that move, but may do so late this 
summer. Guild has announced that 


during unsuécessful 


| all those who are back in the pay- 





ment of dues must kick in by noon 
of July 31. Those who fail to do so 
must pay double the dues. 

Dues in SAG are scaled accoiding 
to salary and range from $30 to $90 
per year. Junior members were 
paying $10 per year, but the rate has 
becn upped to $4.50 quarterly, or 
$18 annually. Kenneth Thompson, 
the SAG executive, is one of the 
highest paid men in the stage 
unions, receiving $250 weekly plus 
the privilege of taking studio acting 
jobs. Coast reported him considering 
resigning to accept a part in ‘Susan 


Opening night prices _ and God,’ due on Broadway in the 


fall. 

When members were suspended 
from Equity for not joining the 
Guild, it was stated that before re- 


| instatement they would be required 


‘POISON IVY’ TRAIL 


| occasioned, 


to pay a fine of $100 in addition to 
back dues, at the will of the coun- 
cil. Understood all but one paid the 
fine, one exception being made be- 
cause of a misunderstanding. They 
are Frederic Santley, Jack Odalzie, 
Robert Warwick, Lloyd Nolan, Har- 
vey Clarke and Lucien Littlefield, 





DELAY ON NEW PLAY 


‘Great Lady,’ musical comedy 
which is to be produced by Frank 
Crumit, his maiden managerial ef- 
fort, was first listed among the new 
sezson shows. Some delay has been 
however, by a change in 
the directional assignment. Hassard 
Short was expected to be the siager 





,}and was reported accepting the as- 


Jack Linder is now in Hollywood | 


reported trying to align some pic- | 
Casting and | 


ture people for leads. 

rehearsals will get under way when 

he returns to New York next 
| month. 


signment by cablegram while in 
London. 

Last week Short withdrew, it be- 
ing stated that he would be first 


occupied with staging ‘Three Walizes’ 
for the Shuberts. Understood 
that Edward Clark Lilley will stace 
‘Lady,’ starting date now not def- 
inite. 

Norma Terris, slated to play the 
lead, had cancelled a number cf 
summer theatre dates to be prepared 
for August rehearsals, and is now 
ceeking to fill in the time at other 
country show shops. 


now 
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i Summer Theatres 


A DOLL’S HOUSE The action concerns Anita, a beauti- 


Central City, Colo., July 17. | ful young actress and her divorced 
Richard Aldrich presents revised versien | husband, Alfred, a sort of a writer. 
or Henrik Ibsen's play, adapted by Thos n- | They meet at the Riviera, the old 
ton Wilder. Produced by ted Harris: set-| coark is rekindled and off they go 


tings and costumes, Denald Oenslager. AL A r Sy 2 
tha Central City Opera House July 17-Aug 'te London to try it again. But it is 





thence to a New York apartment. 


no children. Nearby live Henry and 
Jenny Nelson, and they have five 
children. Up the road lives Alex- 
ander Perkins, who has two children, 
but no wife. When the folks start 
| switching, Jenny Perkins goes to live 
with Walter and Lettie Messer goes 
to live at the Perkins’ homestead. By 
the time the first frost comes Perkins 
feels that he’s on the short end of 
the deal, and to keep him happy 
Messer gives him- his horse. Every- 
thing seems to be satisfactory and 
the men-folk are thinking to marry 
the women when the mare throws 
herself in a pond and drowns. Messer 
takes this as an omen from God, so 





7. '37; $5 opening night; other performances | no go. Anita becomes a success, and 
$2 to $5.50. | Alfred doesn’t seem to get anywhere 
No > Broker... ciccecetoveces Ruth a with his writing. Anita takes" up 
or ah Ree tobebareee: Sapa Harold Jonnsead | again with a wealthy young English- 
Thorwala Helmer............Walter Slezak |man. Alfred returns and makes a 
Christina Linden......... Margaret Waller | scene. It’s the parting of the ways | 
Dector Rank....sccccoccesesss Dennis King | .¢n} | 
Nils Krogstad ee ene ..-..5am Jaffe | @gain. : ° ‘ 
vet ne ot) ene i Cie The third act picks up Alfred in 
: parr hee | Greenwich Village, where he is liv- 
With very little revision. ‘The |ing with his former mistress. By | 


now he is famous, and while he is 
separated from his ex-wife he longs 
for her love. On the day of his final 


Doll’s House’ is the offering for the 
sixth annual play festival, plaything 
of Colorado’s social, art and business 


folk. Latter back it for tourist rea- | divorce he decides to return to Eng- 
uns, and the two former for some- |land. There by mischance he finds 
thing to do. | Anita in the arms of another man. 


Extent of revision can best be seen 
in one bit. Where the original says | 
the meek wife borrowed $1,200 to 


urge returns in the nick of time. | 
All things considered, the cast is 


take her husband to Italy for his | splendid, honors going to Miss Dal- 
health, and thus saved his life, the | ton and Barrie for their smooth 
Central City version says she bor- | handling of difficult roles. Swift, 
rowed $1,700. Probably Thornton ; Whose real name _is Eric Simpson, 
Wilder had been to Italy and thought | represented the London Times in 
the figure low. Other revisions are | New York at one time. Marcello, 


inconsequential and the play ends 
as in the original. 

With the persons cast in the lead- 
ing roles, the production cannot fail 
to be an artistic success. Even ; 

: ‘ ~ zs " Farce in three acts by Doty Hobart; pre- 
though it was third choice (two | ,.nteq at Farragut Playhouse, Rye Beach, 
other selections being unavailable), |N. H., July 18, ’87. Staged by Dorothy 


GLORY OF YOUTH 


Rye Beach, N. H., July 13. 


all the natives go back to their for- 
mer stations. 
No denying the swell job the Mat- 





unuck players do with the piece. | 


Russell Collins is right in keeping 
with the character of Walter Messer, 


tic existence. Zamah Cunningham’s 


Inside Stuff—Lesit 


— 

John Fernley, assistant stage manager of “Tovarich,’ is one of the owners 
of the Stony Creek theatre at Stony Creek, Conn., 85 miles from West 
45th St. Fernley goes out to the summer stand twice weekly to check 
up, as he is the treasurer of the outfit, which is making money this season, 
Management was completely reorganized this year, its 15th. 

Fernley is actually John Schiott, member of a socially prominent and 
wealthy family of Greens Farms, Conn., and was working in the theatre 
for some time before his identity became known. He began as a walkon 
in ‘Thumbs Up’ several seasons ago. He was at Stony Creek for several 
summers before taking over the stand, where his cousin, Ruth Bedford. 
granddaughter of the Corn Refining Products tycoon, who made her debut 
in New York society several seasons ago, handles properties, 








The summer stock that was to have been spotted at the University of 


| Maryland by Steve Cochran this summer missed out, but through no fault 
a man wholly taken up with his rus- | 


| portrayal of Jenny Perkins is a high- | 


| His ardor cools quickly, but the old | 


light of the evening. Remainder of 
the cast is uniformly good and the 
two settings by John Walker are 
typically country. Marcello. 


PREJUDICE 


Centerville, Mass., July 19. 
Drama in three acts by Edgar Selwyn, 
produced by John Craig at Mary Young 
| Theatre, Centerville, Mass., week of July 
119, °87. 
Cast: Mary Young, Carlyle Moore, IJr.. 
Wm P. Carleton, Eric Walkhurst Jane 


the association is vindicated on its | M. Crane. Setting by John Sollers. 

pick. | June Waldo... .seeeeseeeees Jackson Perkins 
Ruth Gordon is a fortunate selec- gor Bellboy..cccscvccceces bi no gg 

tion for Nora Helmer; role of the | Ronald Drinkwater...) Patrick Lawrence | 

loving and undisciplined wife seems | Mrs. T. S. Waldo.......seeeee++s Jean Guild | 

made to order for the 1880 atmos- | Second Bellboy...........0+... Otis Bigelow | 


. atti rj ‘+o | Senator T, Shelby Waldo..Joseph F. Foley 
phere of the stage setting, with its S PRONE GOF sick a bcccsccesenesecs Theodore Paul 


square piano, framed portraits and | py Lucian Drinkwater.........eees0s 


knick-knacks scattered about the | a .........-..eeees H. McAlpin Whitney 
room. She carries her various | Waiter............. seseee.+. Lauren Gilbert 
moods, from gay to the depths of Mrs. Lucian ‘Bunny mtahapsuiytak ‘heyter 
despair, and holds th-> audience | Number Kight.............. Lewis Perrine 


throughout. 
Walter Slezak carries the part of 
a conservative family and business | 
man in a finished manner. He's best 
when he is lecturing his wife over 
having ruined him, in the third act. 
NYennis King, as the doctor friend 
getting ready for death because of 
the sins of his father, does his part | 
as it should be done. Sam Jaffe as 
an employe of the bank, but a loan 
shark on the side, is the villain and 
the holder of the note the trusting 
wife of the banker signed to take 
her husband on the life-saving trip. 
He carries his part with skill. Mar- 
garet Waller, as the friend of Ruth 
Gordon and the former sweetheart | the senator falls into line and the 
of Jaffe, does her part well. | rendezvous takes place in the second 
Play is not one which everyone | act, while Mrs. Waldo and Dr. Drink- 
will go away and boost. It's just not | water go to a concert through fur- 
that type. But those knowing good | ther connivance by Mrs. Drinkwater. 
acting will be lavish in their praise. | The stale romance is still dead, she 
Parts of the play are depressing, but | finds, but they have quite a spree 
the situations are strong and grip | enacting their quarrel which precipi- 
the audience. |tated their breakup years ago. A 
One setting suffices for the three |drunk act, during this bedroom 
acts. ‘ | frolic, is unconvincing and too long, 
_ Plans call for taking this produc- | but they finally fall asleep at the end 

tion to New York, and it might last | of the act. 
a few weeks as a novelty. Laughs| Third act picks up the scene at 
are too few. > ee |exactly the same spot and when the 
Painstaking direction is evident |senator’s daughter and the Drink- 
throughout. Rose. | water son return home from a dance 
they discover Wally in a dressing 


|gown, and Bunny hiding behind a 

SWEET SORROW —— Pc ab gg — ee 

. McAlpin itney, as Dr. Drink- 

aa ys Newport, R. I, July 13. | water, an eccentric mammal mounter 
meds acis by Eric Swift; pre- : 

sentod by the Actor-Managers, Inc... at the for a natural history museum, has 

Newport Casino theatre; staged by Helen | few comic lines, but he milks them 


Arthur and directed by Alice Morgan: sets imi i 
‘ong A ah tortie RS Be io the limit and altogether gives a 





Plot of ‘Glory’ is about as fresh as 
the 23-year-old romance which its 
principal characters try to revive un- 
successfully, and its commercial pos- 
sibilities are nil. 

Senator Waldo, affectionately 
called ‘Wally’ by a former college 
days sweetie, ‘Bunny’ Drinkwater, 
registers with his family at a New 
York hotel. ‘Bunny’ campaigns for 
a rendezvous to see how hot the old 
flame is, first by sending him roses, 
with a cute little card which he 
recognizes as coming from his old 
gal of two decades ago. 

Under high pressure from ‘Bunny’ 








Ao ike.’ teak |characterization that takes top 
MNES cs nekvapincrstieghs Pack 3 Leslie Barrie | MOnOrs. Foley as the jittery senator 
MREAS fiinck's abt pained caus Charles Trexler | %@ts a good quota of laughs. Miss 
BB WR. 60.2 sess seee Elizabeth Dean Farrar |Guild, as his wife, is okay. Miss 
Rdmund Freemam..............Kdgar ~ | Perkins is an attractive ingenue, but 
Marius.......... scl liIDlivanulin Gray | 288 not got complete control of 


| her voice. Her vivacity added much 
to the play, although it was damp- 
|}ened by the wooden performance of 
to compare this production with any | the juve, Patrick Lawrence. Fox. 
numvere of others which have ex- | a RO 

ploi.ed couples who marry, divorce, | F 

reunite, part again, and then finally Man, Wife, and Horse 
effect what seems to be a lasting 

reconciliation. None the less, there a ; Matunuck, R. I, duly 13. 
is the suggestion that the pattern is | 2s, im,tige acts by PA. Xantho. 
not a new one. More specifically, puck, R. 1, by Sidney Harmon: directed by 
‘Sweet Sorrow,’ which was presented | Halstead Welles; settings, John Walker. 


Maitbesncdrvdcanbes cata shas Bettina Cerf 


a 


It would be rather bold, perhaps, 


for the first time before a swanky | 0" Messer..-......s.ceesees- Pete A 
i *“rinlitag | ‘S #tter Mensser........eeeeees usse ollins 
aud ong nce of Newport 4 po lites, | Alexander Perkins,.Robert de San Marzano | 
sinacks of the sophisticated ‘Private | Henry Nelson............... Harold Moffett 
Lives, except of course the charac- | Jenny Nelson.......... Zamah Cunningham 
ters are more plentiful here. Most | iors? Parker... ceeeeeereeee ss ot John Elder 
ines ¢ a " : i. en Cee. ss 60 chaeh euees.s Tookie Hunter 
times, however, the action stems | parson Newell.......// 7) ache Saeed 
from the on-and-off-again romance | Paul Nelson...............5- Paul McMahon 


of the two main characters played 
by Doris Dalton and Leslie Barrie. 

Ticre is no denying that audience 
here found ‘Swect Sorrow’ much to 
its liking. It has a certain gaisty 
aod gusto that usually strike’ the 
right chord with strawhat audiences. 
But what chances it bas for produc- 
tion on the metropolitan stage is 
qr'tte another thing. 

{t is apparent that ‘Sweet Sorrow’ 
is troatlhy over-written, esvecially in 
the second act. Most of it could be 
cut without anyone missing it. 

The play suffers, too, from an 
ovev-abuncance of dialovue. The 
tall:v script often proves a serious 
handicap to the cast. What will hap- 
pen if a shrewd condensation is 
made in the second act, and the dia- 
Io*ue sliced in portions where dele- | 
tion is most needed, can be only 
d-‘-rmined by a second look. It's 
t’ e- ~yylicated. 

"™* Inenie jumps from a villa on 
the Riviera to a Mayfair flat and 


P. A. Xantho has fashioned in his 
new play, ‘A Man, a Wife and a 
Horse,’ a story that is not without 


amusing elements. He has written 
about folks up in the New Hamp- 
shire hills with an understanding 


chances of bringing the play to 
Broadway are doubtful, inasmuch as 
it is slow. There are comical and en- 
tertaining interludes, but these are 
not enough. 

One thing in its favor is that the 
author has kept away as much as 
possible from familiar story twists. 
He focuses attention on three mar- 
ried couples and reveals what hap- 
pens when the men-folk change 
places because each seems to pos- 
sess what the other desires the most. 

For instance: Walter Messer has a 
wife and a horse. He thinks an 
awful lot of his mare, Lady-Ann, 


| in mid-air, as they do now 
| have a piece of property that might | 


that comes from long association. His | 


Barnes, Wm, Lawson, Milton Parson, 





‘Prejudice’ showed much promise 


through the first two acts, then 


somehow missed its expected punch 
‘in the third, 


author puts in some more work on 
the third act, injecting perhaps a 
meaty philosophicai taste, or a finish 
that does not leave matters hanging 
he will 


| attract serious and profitable atten- 
| tion from winter audiences. He is 

dealing with a_ delicate 

prejudice against the Jews, and he 
|}handles it skillfully, even though 
| bluntly. Still, after the story is told, 
| he has not made a conclusive sale or 


| tirely completed. Only portions of the front walls are still standing. 
, is being turned into a parking lot. 


| was off. 


of his. Shows were arranged for, literature sent out and subscriptions 
were being received when the college advised the manager that the deal 
It developed that a contract had been entered into for a CCC 
exhibit, the matter, however, being forgotten when the Cochran season 
was arranged. 

Grounds for a damage suit have not been pressed by the manager, but 
it is understood the college will refund to Cochran the money he ex- 
pended. About $800 was used for printing and postage. 





Demolition of the Lyric and Adelphia theatres, Philly, is almost en- 
Site 
Broad Street theatfe, also slated to 
come down, is awaiting okay of a court order for workmen to begin the 
wrecking job. 

Will leave Philly with six available houses for legit. Forrest, Chestnut, 
Erlanger and Locust were lighted on and off last season. Shubert was 
used for burlesque and the Walnut (‘oldest theatre in America’) housed 


| Yiddish productions, 


Nevertheless, if the} 


subject, | 


| proven any definite points, except, | 
| possibly, that prejudices will go on | 


forever, 


Judith Whitridge (Eleanor King) 


is loved by two men, Donald Hast- | 


ings (Carlyle Moore, Jr.), an eligible 
bachelor whom she does not love 


completely, and Tom Marshall (Eric | 


Kalkhurst), a married man, whom 
|she loves intensely. Len Erlich 
| (William Lawson), a Jewish business 
advisor of her wealthy grandmother, 
she dislikes chiefly because of his 


race, and in a bang-up second act , 


scene she tells him so. 
Following immediately is another 
shocker. Her mother demands that 
(Continued on page 70) 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Vera Allen, Myron McCormick, 
Elizabeth Love, Phyllis Welch, 





trata,’ Mt. Kisco, N. Y., and West- 
port, Conn, 

Jerry Derr, Joan Elliott, Casino 
Little theatre, Freeport, L. I. 

Frances Starr, illiam Post, Jr., 
Marie Carroll, Arthur Allen, Fairfax 
Burgher, Donna Earl, Mary Hutchin- 
son, Le Roi Operti, William Thorn- 
ton, John Burke, Henry Buckler, 
Roland Bottomley, ‘The Beaux Strat- 
agem,’ Mohawk Drama _ Festival, 
Schenectady, N. Y. 


Gomez, Marion Evensen, 
Gallienne Repertory Co. 

Fraye Gilbert, Maurice Wells, Mil- 
licent Green, Virginia Campbell, 
Ralph Holmes, William Dorbin, 
Clem Wilenchick, Frank Downing, 
Richard Bender, ‘Small 
Stony Creek, Conn. 

Doris Nolan, Philip Huston, Rosa- 
lind Ivan, Fora Sheffield, Kenneth 
| Treseder, “Tonight at 8:30,’ Dennis, 
Mass. 

Nell Harrison, Doris Campner, 
Cora Smith, ‘Cradle Song, Barter 
Theatre, Abingdon, Va. 

Margaret Anglin, Stiano Bragiotti, 
Doris Dalton, Franklin Gray, Philip 
| Tonge, Edgar Kent,’ Eiizabeth Dean 
Farrar, Hayden Rorke. ‘Retreat from 
| Folly, Newport Casino theatre, 
Newport, R. I. 

Phillips Holmes, Martha Scott, 
Philio Huston, Dorothy Blackburn, 
Dudley Hawley, Richard Carlson, 
Otto Hulett, ‘The Petrified Forest,’ 
Dennis, Mass. 

Esther Mitchell, ‘Autumn Crocus’: 
Paul McGrath, ‘The  Inconstant 
Moon’ and ‘As Husbands Go,’ New- 
port Casino theatre, Newport. R. I. 

Jean McCoy, Clair Hazel, ‘Brother 
Rat.’ 

George Coulouris, Olga Baclanova, 
Arthur Sachs, Virginia Keller, Ross 
Elliott, Jack Aeschbacher, Wilton 
Graff, Max Flowers. Fred Howard, 
Robert Cannon, Darrel Yoakam, Al- 
bert Bergh, Worthington Romaine, 
Jane Abbott, Irvint Morrow. Helen 
Ward. Maurice Manson. Charles 
Kebbe, Harry Selby. ‘20th Century,’ 
Plymouth Playhouse. Miltord, Conn. 

Rosemary Ames, George Coulouris, 
Frances Amherst, Oscar 
A. J. Herbert, Irving Morrow. 
lothy Scott, Charles Kebbe. 
lintt. ‘Accent on Youth.’ 
Playhouse. Milford. Conn. 

Bertha Belmore and Ronald Gra- 


Eva Le 





Ross El- 
Plymouth 


| tation was ‘Hell Bent for Heaven,’ 


Waiter Klaven, Leslie Gorall, ‘Lysis- | 


Donald Cameron, Doris Rich, Tom | 
, wherein commercial plugs aie being 


Miracle,’ | 


jraled by 


‘Sterling, | 
Dor- | 


‘Top o’ the Mountain 


Several Hollywood scouts looked over ‘Salute to Spring,’ new operetia 
presented in St. Louis last week, one coming from the Coast, but no one 
from Broadway was reported on hand. Understood that Richard (Dick) 
Berger, managing director of the St. Louis Municipal Opera, plans the 
presentation of ‘Spring’ in New York next season but, despite favorable 
reviews, it is believed that changes, particularly in the book, will be neces- 
sary. Berger is reported to have been assured backing for ‘Spring.’ 





Col. Fred Stuart Greene. N. Y. State superintendent of public works. 
playwright and author, made his annual appearance with the Mohawk 
Drama Festival Company on Union College campus last week, in the role 
of a railroad conductor in ‘The Farmer Takes a Wife.’ Col. Greene, a 
friend of Charles D. Coburn, director of the festival, had a bit part in 
the Players’ revival of ‘The County Chairman’ a year ago last spring and 
in the festival’s production of the piece during the summer. 





Standish O'Neill, producer of ‘Moon Over Mulberry Street,” denies that 
play’s picture rights have been sold to Blackstone Productions, as pre- 
viously reported, or anybody else. O'Neill claims he still has full control 
of the piece but merely sold the stock rights to Jules Leventhal, who had 
had the show out about 17 weeks this season. 


Yokel May Drop a. 
Of Erlanger in Philly 


Easton, Pa., July 20. | Possibility that Alex Yokel may 

‘Top o’ the Mountain’ theatre,! not renew his lease on the Erlanger 
summer playhouse, was opened last | Theatre, Philly, for the coming sea- 
Friday (16) by Lehigh University. | son and let the house go back to the 
Farmhouse on top of a mountatn| management of the Pennsylvania 
near the university was converted |Co., which owns it. Deal comes up 
into the playhouse and first presen- | for renewal in about a month and 
| the producer has reached no decision 
| yet. 

In case Yokel steps out, Erianger 
would presumably be handled again 
| by Samuel F. N. Nirdlinger for the 
jbank. That was the setup until 
Yokel took over and Nirdlinger 
joined him. Impression current ia 
Philly is that Yokel will drop out. 
Radio-L ° Ti UJ | Erlanger is one of four houses in 

egit ie- p | Philly which were active for legit 
| last season. Yokel operated it in- 
| dependently, but had a light season, 
| getting ‘Love From a Stranger,’ 
‘Forbidden Melody,’ ‘Dead End.” 
‘Point of Honor,’ ‘The Meal Ticket” 
and ‘Glory for All.’ ,Other Philly 
indie house is the Locust, operated 
last season by Jules Leventhal and 








To You, Says Easton 








revival. 

Albert A. Rights, instructor of 
English at the university, is head | 
of the theatre. Pit has been dug in | 
front of the stage and the audience 
sits on a terraced slope under large 
trees, 








Providence, July 20. 
Station WPRO has made a tie-up 
with the New Empire theatre, cur- 
rently concerned with Iczit shows, 


sitted in wiin a new sustzining pro- 


WPRO opigpere prs a eee Jack Linder. Shuberts book the For- 
series of commercial brvadcasts ros’ Sad Chememt  threngh the 


while legit policy holds out. In re- United Booking Office. 


turn, as a good-will gesture, station 
is broadcasting sustaining prograins 
from the theatre, varying from lobby | C R d Sho 
vox pox to dressing room interviews | urrent 0a Ws 
with stars of the shows. | 
Last week ‘Dead End’ 
swell ether breaks when program | 
was broadcast in theatre lobby, 
WPRO calling upon city and civic 
dignitaries to make spiels over the 
mike. Drama critics were also cor- ‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ 
Ray Rich, who handles | Harris, Chicago. 
program, and asked to give views on | 


play. 
Tl ane Summer Theatres 


Theatre pays wire charges, 
since program is spotted around 8.30 (NEW PLAYS THIS WEEK) 
at night for 15 minutes, ii is reting ‘Don’t Throw Glass Houses,’ Bra'- 
plenty of listening appeal. tleboro, Vermont. 
“Jazz Age,’ Ivoryton, Conn. 
‘Prejudice,’ Centerville, Mass. 
‘Stork on Skis,’ Provincetown 
Mass. 








Week July 19 
‘Brother Rat,’ Biltmore, Los An- 
geles. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City. 


got some | 





‘Frederika’ Lining Up 
St. Louis. July 20. 
Franz Lehar_ operetta, ‘Fred- 
erika, which opens im Cleveland 
Sept. 26 and then goes to Ciieago, 
is skedded for a loral appearance Louis M. Simon, state supervisor 
as the first musical show of the of the Federal Theatre of New 
1937-38 appearance. Piece will be Jersey, who directed ‘It Can't Hap- 





Louis Simon’s Leave 
Newark, July 20 


| presented at either the American pen Here’ and ‘Trial of Dr. Beck’ 
Theatre or the Municipal Auditor- this past season, is taking a six 
ium, after the local outdoor Munic- weeks’ leave of absence to direc! 
ipal opera season closes. Milton Shubert’s production 2? 


but isn’t contented because he has | ham, ‘Virginia,’ Center theatre. N. Y. | 


Hassard Short has been envaced 
by Shuberts to restage the shuw for 
its tour, 


‘Honor Bright.’ 
Slated for Broadway early in Sep- 
tember. 
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(. B. Cochran Extending Coast Stay: 


Frisco Fair, N. Y. 


| 


——= 





Hollywood, July 20. 

Charles B. Cochran, London pro- 
ducer who has been on the Coast 
ihe past few weeks, will remain here 
another month. Mrs. Cochran ar- 
rives in New York on the Beren- 
garia today and will join her hus- | 
band in Santa Barbara for vacation. 


Cochran last week conferred with | 
officials of the San Francisco 1939 | 
Expo and submitted proposals for | 
staging a spectacle. 
given encouragement and Cochran 
will meet with them again around 


Aug. 1 for final decision. In this | 
event he would return here next | 
year, in October, to set the San | 


Francisco show. 

Cochran 
was just that of a student. When 
queried as to the comparison of Hol- 
jywood as a picture centre with that 
of London, he replied, ‘It is over- 


whelming. There is no comparison. | 
One must be a showman to appreci- | 


ate the wonders and technique of 
Hollywood productions.’ 

Cochran says that this autumn he 
will produce two musicals in New 
York under the Cochran banner. 
Both have been done in London. 
First will be ‘Nymph Errant, with 
book by Romney Brent, music by 
Cole Porter. 20th-Fox has the pic- 
jure rights to this one. Other will 
be ‘Helen,’ musical version of ‘La 
Belle Elaine,’ by A. P. Herbert. 
Cochran also stated he is scouting 
talent on the Coast for both New 
York and London productions. For 
coming season he will not do any 
musicals in London but will 
duce four dramatic productions. 

This is Cochran’s first visit to Hol- 
lywood as he has not been in Cali- 
fornia since the early days of Los 
Angeles when there were no pic- 
ture studios. 


ALL-COLORED MUSICAL 





DUE IN N.Y. FOR WPA. 





‘Swing It, all-colored musical 
comedy of the WPA, will open at 
the Adelphi, N. Y. Thursday (22), 
unless there is a last minute post- 
ponement. Show originally started 
readying about a year ago, but was 
called off for frequent changes. Unit 


is of the vaudeville branch of the 


FTP in New York. 


| 
Show was first a revue, but it was 


discovered that many bits were out- 
molded and later the use of some 
numbers would have required royal- 
ties too high for a relief show 
budget. Eubie Blake, who has been 
in the WPA outfit for some time. 
supplied most of the new tunes in 
the score, 


Another delay was occasioned re- 
cently when the project ordered a 
reduction in complement. Some 
people in ‘Swing It’ were let out, 
but later reinstated when it was 
found they were war veterans. There 
are about 75 people with the show, 
including the orchestra. 





New Atlanta Aude 


Atlanta, July 20. 
This 
auditorium will be opened to the 
public Aug. 28, at which time a 
‘Forward Atlanta Night’ program 
will be presented. 
More than $500,000 went into the 
renovation of the structure, city put- 
ling up about $50,000, rest coming 
cut of WPA funds. 
Rental scale ranges from $250 per 
night and $1,000 per week for pro- 
fessional engagements to $75 per 


night for charity performances. Only | 


operating costs will be charged for 
school graduations, religious 
Civic meetings. 

Oscar Williamson is manager. 











Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
Berkshire Hotel, New York 











Proposition was | 


said his Hollywood visit | 


pro- | 


city’s remodeled 6,000-seat | 


and | 


and London Plans 


SALUTE TO SPRING 
SOCK $40,000, ST. L00 


St. Louis, July 20 
‘Prince of Pilsen,’ presented here 








in the outdoor bowl in 1923-’24-’29, | 


but modernized with 1937 slang and 
Zags, became the seventh of 
current season offerings Monday 
night (19). Performance grossed ap- 
proximately $3,500. 

Fritzi Scheff, playing the role of 
Mrs. Madison Crocker, scored heav- 
} ily in her initial appearance in the 
theatre. Another 


| alfresco 


| 12-year-old star, who clicked as 
Jimmy. Dick and Edith Barstow, 
dancing team, also made their local 
debut and socked across with their 
toe tap routines. 


°36 seasons, was another of the cur- 
| rent season beginners who went over 
big in her dancing specialty, as did 
Bert Prival, Hollywood ballet star, 
who played in ‘Louis the 14th’ sev- 
eral weeks ago. John Sheehan, Mar- 
|garet Daum, Wilbur Evans, Alice 
Olsen, Annamary Dickey, Lew Par- 
ker, Erika Zaranova, Phil Porterfield 
and Ruth Urban are other principals. 


| Jr., for the line of 24, scored. 
Successful world premiere ¢ 

‘Salute to Spring,’ work of 

| Crooker and 


f 


the season, ‘Salute’ attracted 
66.500 customers during the run. 


CHI ‘TAKE IT 


STILL $13,000 


Chicago, July 20. 
Still the only show in town, and 
still doing excellent business, ‘You 
| Can’t Take It With You’ looks far 
‘from the finish line and is a cinch 
to go into the new season. 


Gets a companion on Aug. 22, 
when ‘Brother Rat’ opens next door, 
at the Selwyn. 


Heat doesn’t seem to be bothering 


the show at the Harris, with the ads | 


| giving plenty space to air-cooling. 
| Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘You Can't Take It With You,’ 
| Harris (1,000; $2.75) (24th week). 
| Better than $13,000 last week, a 
| mighty take considering the heat and 
| length of the stay. 
WPA 
‘Lonely Man,’ Blackstone. 
‘O Say Can You Sing?’, 
Northern. 





‘Farmer’ Draws Biz 
To Mohawk Festival 


Schenectady, N. Y., July 20. 
‘The Farmer Takes a Wife,’ Walter 
D. Edmonds’ play of Erie Canal days 
with special appeal to upstate New 
-Yorkers, proved a popular piece for 
| the Mohawk Drama Festival. At- 
tendance records for three seasons of 





pus were shattered Friday night (16) 
| when about 1,750 persons saw the 
play. 

Normal capacity of the outdoor 
theatre is 1,500 to which were added 


| 200 seats for the Friday performance. | 


| All these were occupied, and there 
were 50 standees. 


For this week’s production of ‘The 


| Beau Strategem’ Arthur Allen, of 
| radio, remains over as a featured | 
player. Frances Starr is guest star. 


Elitch Steck $10,000 


Denver, July 20. 
‘Sun Kissed, last week’s produc- 
tion at the Elitch theatre, topped 
the previous season high by $250. 
Show approximated just over $10,000, 
clicking four sellout performances. 
This week’s offering is ‘Winterset.’ 





O’Neill’s Musical Idea 





‘Cross Your Heart,’ new musical, 
is being readied for late summer 
spotting by Standish O'Neill. 

Producer is angling for Benny 
Fields and Blossom Seeley as co- 
stars with deal expected to be set 
this week. 





the | 


new- | 
comer to natives is Tommy Gavin, | 


Una Vale Castle, fave of the 1935- | 


Earl | 
Frederick Loewe, ended | 
| a seven-night run Sunday (18) with | 
a take of approximately $40,000 for | 
the second best week’s business of | 


Great | 


the Festival on Union College Cam- | 


‘RAT’ QUITS FRISCO ON 
- $9,500; ONLY WPA LEFT 


| 

San Francisco, July 20. 

| Drummed up some extra pennies 
| with the posting of closing week on 
| ‘Brother Rat,’ which left the Geary 
| theatre Saturday (17), after five fair 
|; weeks. 
| for this town, but failed to build as 
| expected. ‘Pursuit of Happiness’ is 
| getting patronage but not money at 

the Alcazar. 


Estimate for Last Week 
‘Brother Rat,’ Geary (5th wk.) 
(1,700; $2.50). Closed to the tune of 
|} around $9,500 and moved on to Los 
Angeles. Geary will be dark until 
August 16, when Marjorie Rambeau 
will show in a new play, ‘The Story 
to be Whispered.’ 
WPA 
‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ (Alcazar 
(2nd wk) (1,269; 50c.). Although top 
admish is posted as 50c., 
| centage of the patrons are taking 
| advantage of coupon books, which 
;cut the scale to 40c. Last week 
brought in $2,700, which means 
| plenty of customers, considering cur- 
'tailment of performances to five a 
week and low tariff. 


Eva Le Gallienne 
- Gives Up Russian 


New routines conceived by Al White, 


Plan of taking a repertory com- 
pany to Russia during the coming 


season has been virtually abandoned | 


by Eva Le _ Gallienne. Actress- 


| manager still has the backing, but | 
considers conditions throughout Eu- | 


rope too unsettled at this time. 
Instead, she will gather a company 
of six experienced players and four 
or so of lesser training and prepare 
a repertory of several plays during 
| the season. Not expected that any 


| will be actually produced during the | 


season. At present, those set for 
the group include Donald Cameron, 


| Evensen., 
| None of the lesser players has 
been chosen, although Howard 


Wierum has been working with the 
others. Group will work out at Miss 
| Le Gallienne’s home at Westport. 
| Costumes are being made on hand 
looms there by the company. 

Whether ‘Hamlet’ will be one of 
the plays included in the repertory 
| depends on how it goes when Miss 
Le Gallienne plays the lead in the 
production at the Cape Playhouse, 
Dennis, Mass., this summer. 


‘Brother Rat’ in Offing, 
Feds Keep L. A. Lighted 


Los Angeles, July 20. 
Town is legitless, except for the 
WPA. which has three houses lighted. 
‘Brother Rat’ opened at the Bilt- 
more last night (Mon.) after five 








fairish weeks in Frisco. Stand is for | 


| three or four weeks, with no sensa- 
tional biz expected. 
| Final count on Lunt and Fon- 
tanne’s ‘Amphitryon 38’ last week 
was $27,000 on eight performances. 
WPA 
| ‘“femeorrow’s a Holiday,’ Hollywood 
| Playhouse. Washes up July 24 to 
make way for a modern dance group: 
| ‘Macbeth,’ Mayan. All Negro cast 
playing to neat returns, Piece exits 
Aug. 
‘of Happiness, ovening Aug. 4. 
‘Midsummer Varieties,’ Greek thea- 
| tre. Al fresco vaude setup winds up 
' July 25, ‘Hansel and Gretel,’ opera, 
taking over two days later. 


Providence, July 20 

After getting off on the wrong 
foot with Pauline Frederick in ‘Her 
Majesty, the Widow,’ New Empire 
theatre's legitimate season 
back with a bang last week with 
|‘Dead End.’ For eight performances, 
| management reported a record ap- 


| proximate gross of $7,700, one of the | 


| highest in the city’s legit history. 


an estimated $2,500 when a combi- 


nation of heat and the star’s illness | 


forced cancellation of the last three 
performances. —P 
This week ‘Boy Meets Girl. 





London Grosses 





Resure of current London 
legit shows and business will 
be found in this issue on page 
66. 





Play looked like a natural | 


big per- | 


Repertory Tour 


Doris Rich, Tom Gomez and Marion | 


1 to make room for ‘Pursuit | 


came | 


Frederick show grossed less than | 








Heat Chases Two More Off Bway; 





——_ 





Only 9 Shows Left for Summer 


More high temperature chased two 


shows off Broadway’s list last week | 


and several managements among the 
nine survivors are guessing whether 


there will be further casualties—for | 
the fewer the number of shows the 


better chance they have of improved 
attendance. 

Current legits are in a position to 
do well from now on. At this time 
there is an influx of buyers and an 
upward swing is possible, if weather 
does not interfere. Those theatres 
|operating will have the field to 
themselves for the next six weeks, 
since there are no new shows due 
during that period. 

Visitor element in other summers 
| went for musical comedies and re- 
| vues, but that type of theatrical fare 
has virtually passed out during the 
heated period. It was thought that 
‘The Show Is On’ would stick, but 
it suddenly folded Saturday (17). 
‘Babes in Arms’ jis the only musical 
remaining. Latter was listed as the 
solo musical last month, at which 
time it was suddenly decided to pro- 
long ‘Show.’ 

Revival 


of operettas 


in the open 
air at Jones Beach is not competi- 
tion to Broadway. Last week ‘A 


| Wonderful Night’ was forced to can- 
| cel two performances, but is said to 
have turned a profit anyway. Same 
policy will be tried again at Ran- 


dall’s Island, located in the East 
| River. First presentation will be 
‘The Student Prince,’ which opens 


next Tuesday (27). 
Summer theatres continue to try 


sons, with little in the way of Broad- 
way possibilities yet disclosed. 
WPA, after closing down in the 
| theatre zone, decided to display a 
| colored cast revue, ‘Swing It,’ which 
| has been rehearsing in one form or 
; another for a year. Dated to open 
| Thursday (22). 
| Grosses last week were about the 
| same as the previous week, but 
oe weather Monday upped pa- 
} 


tronage and better figures are antici- 
pated. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Babes in Arms’ (15th week) 
(M-1,382-$3.30). Rated around $10,000 
, again, which is not profitable; how 
| the sole surviving musical and busi- 
ness should improve. 

‘Brether Rat,’ (32d week) (C-991- 
$3.30). Little change in pace last 
week, with gross around $5,000: one 
of the shows expected to stick into 
the new season. 
| ‘Exeursion,’ Vanderbilt. Withdrawn 
Saturday; played 15 weeks, but 
moderate money at best; profited by 
virtue of picture rights. 

‘Having Wonderful Time,’ Lyceum 
(22d week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Weather 
still too warm to mean much change 
over previous week’s pace; around 
$7,000; okay on summer basis. 

‘Room Service,’ Cort (10th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.30). Excellent attend- 
ance, with capacity the rule except 
on Saturday, when somewhat under 
capacity; $15,500; cinch well into 
next season. 

‘The Show Is On,’ Winter Garden. 
Closed Saturday; played 28 and one- 
half weeks; topped the list most of 
the way bui slipped under even 
break recently. 

‘The Women,’ Barrymore 
| week) (C-1,048-$3.30). 
jearly pace but 
slated into new season; last week 
again estimated around $12,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (189th 
|}week) (D-1,107-$1.65). Estimated 
around $4,000, but probably can 
| better even break, what with low 
| operating nut. 





(30th 
Not up to 


) © . ae . to | 
out new plays, but the rural crop is | cejlation of two performances. 
running to form of the last few sea- | oi n.mer 


| throughout the 


| Booth 


| Capacity, except 


(CD-1,036-$3.30). Definitely slated 
until late August and may go into 
fall period; affected lately, like the 
others; $7,000. 

Yes, My Darling Daughter, Play- 
house (24th week) (C-878-$3.30). 
Business during August will indicate 
laugh show’s chances to go into fall 
period; slipped to around $7,000 

‘You Can’t Take It With Yovy,’ 
(32nd week) (C-708-$3.30). 
for few tickets on 
Saturday: sure thing well into next 
season; $15,000. 

WPA 

‘Swing It,” Adelphi; colored revué 
slated to open Thursday (22). 

‘Case of Philip Lawrence,’ Lafay- 
ette, Harlem; also colored. 


Rain Cancels 


| 


| back 


Callo-Shuberts 
Jones Beach Ops 


The Fortune Gallo-J. J. Shubert 
open air operetta season at Jones 
Beach, L. I., ran into bad weather 
breaks last week, causing the can- 
Last 
interfered but twice 
summer, Attraction, 
‘A Wonderful Night,’ was to have 
started Monday (12), but was set 
until the following night be- 
cause it was too chilly. Reviewers _ 
were motored hack to New York 
and taken down again Tuesday. 
Rain shut the show Wednesday 
again. Previously this season it 
rained late during one performance 


rain 


| and there were no refunds. 


| ment 
| Clans, 





| 
| 


| 


still profitable and | 


| 
i 


Season is operated under Equity 
stock company rules and no salary 
deductions are allowed for perform- 
ances cancelled through weather 
conditions. Management's arrange- 
wtih stage hands and musi- 
however, permits deductions 
for such missed shows provided the 
men are advised of cancellation sev~- 
eral hours before curtain time. 
‘Time’ added a Sunday (18) per- 
formance, with weekend expected 
to make up for the dark nights. Nor- 


| mally Sundays are given over to bal- 


let recitals. 

The beach project is incorporated 
under the name of the People’s Na- 
tional Academy of Allied Theatrical 
Arts. The Gallo-Shubert interests 
are also sponsoring open air oper- 
ettas which start at Randall's Island, 
a municipal spot, Monday (26), first 
attraction being ‘The Student 
Prince.’ William Caryil is named as 
Gallo’s associate, Shubert name not 
appearing. Caryll has been with the 
Shuberts for years. ‘The Firefly* 
will follow, 

St. Louis, July 26. 

Municipal Outdoor Opera set new 
attendance record for first half of 
current season with 388,723 for 45 
performances, an increase of 18,328 
ever same period, 1936. 

Currently only one performance 
was terminated by rain, but enough 
of show had been presented to fore- 


‘Tovarich,’ Plymouth (39th week) | stall rain checks, 
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LONDON BIZ WAY UP: 16 CLICKS, SIX 
FLOPS AND A SHORTAGE OF THEATRES 








‘Victoria’ Capacity at $12,500; ‘Darling Daughter’ 


Disappoints at $5,000 
Healthy at $5,000 and 


+ 


London, July 11. 
Cursory glance at the current | 
West-End legit situation reveals 30) 
theatres operating out of a total of| 
42. On the surface, this may not} 
look very impressive, but actually | 
. the position is better than it has been 
in years, because, with few excep- | 
tions, the theatres operating are | 
making money. | 
Better sign of the West-End legit | 
picture is the acute shortage of the- | 
tres for future productions. It is| 
just about as difficult to get a house 
in the West-End for the fall, or even | 
the late summer, as it is to obtain | 
a picture theatre site. 


Never in the annals of show busi- | 
ness have there been so many pro-| 
ductions in preparation for the rma 
List totals 25, with managements 


outkidding each other for houses. 


H. M. Tennent, Ltd., which has 
two shows currently in the West- | 
End, is ready with four more. These | 
are ‘Bonnet Over the Windmill,’ new | 
Dodie Smith play; ‘Blondie White,’ | 
and ‘The Little Dog Laughed.’ 
Fourth is ‘Lovely to Look At,’ which | 
is being done in conjunction with | 
Basil Dean. 

O’Bryen, Linnet & Dunfee, who 
until recently were legit 10%ers,! 
have now launched out into the play 
field, and going into it in a big way. 
Understood they will be staging 
quite a few in conjunction with 
Warners. Lineup to date is ‘The 
Phantom Light,’ by Evadney Price, 
starring Gordon Harker, scheduled 
for September, and Eric Maschwitz’s 
adaptation of ‘Lola Montez,’ with 
music by Edward Horan, American, 
also in September, with Mary Ellis 
in the lead. 

Gilbert Miller has two running, 
*Victoria Regina,’ good for at least a 
year more, and ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,’ not sé good but may lin- 
ger for another few months. His 
next will be Keith Winter’s ‘Old 
Music,’ which Miller has had on the 
shelf for some months. Cast for this 
show is set, comprising Celia John- 
ston, Hugh Williams, Greer Garson 
and Gyles Isham. Margaret Webster 
is staging, with show opening in 
Glasgow early in August. 

Ephraim’s Duo 


Lee Ephraim has two on tap, both 
in conjunction with Moss Empires. 
One is a musical starring Cicely 
Courtneidge and Bobby Howes, at 
the Hippodrome in September; the 
other also a musical, with Carl Bris- 
son as lead. This one will have a 
12 weeks’ tour in the sticks before 
it finally hits the big time. 

Tommy Bostock, head of Associ- 
ated Theatre Properties, is contem- 
plating two: ‘The Laughing Cavalier,’ 
romantic musical, adapted by Regi- 
nald Arkell, based on the life of 
Franz Hals (Harry Dubens, local 
theatrical costumer, has an interest 
in this one), and ‘Hearts in Snow,’ 
by Armin Robinson and Ralph 
Benatsky, which was the season’s 
click in Switzerland, and which is 
being done in Vienna in September. 
Adaptation here by Eric Maschwitz. 

Firth Shepherd is down for four. 
First is a sequel to ‘The Frog’ titled 
‘Liquid Gold.’ Down for production 
at Prince’s July 31, followed by a 
Leslie Henson musical at the Gaiety 
around mid August; a new Guy Bol- 
ton and Gerard Fairie adaptation 
from an Edgar Wallace novel to be 
titled ‘No. 6,’ and a big musical show. 

There are also a series of solo 
efforts. New Stanley Lupino-Laddie 
Cliff show, likely to go to the 
Shaftesbury; new show for Arthur 
Riscoe; new J. B. Priestly play due 
at the Duchess early in August, with 
Jean Forbes-Robertson in the lead, 
and Irene Hentschell to stage: Ivor 
Novello’s new musical for the Drury 
Lane, with practically the same cast 
as the previous one, due mid August, 
titled ‘Crest of the Wave’; Basil 
Dean has one by Margaret Kennedy 
and Gregory Ratoff, an adaptation 
from the Russian; W. P. Lipscombe, 
whose play ‘Ninety Sail’ was due for 
production some months ago, with 
the author suddenly calling it off due 
to casting difficulties and having to 
go to Hollywood, is back and getting 
on with it; revue starring Elizabeth 
Welch to be called ‘Shooting Stars’; 
an American show to star Barbara 











; Rice’s ‘Judgment Day’ 


Will Get Run 





| 
| Blair and destined for the Palace, | 


a rehash of ‘Let’s Go Gay,’ which 
Cecil Landeau and George Ruben, 
American, are already casting; ‘Room 
Service’ is set here for the fall, with 
three West End managements bid- 
ding for the rights. 

Amidst all the activities, the big- 
gest surprise is that up to date there 
is no intimation of what Charles 
Cochran has lined up, with every- 
body wondering what the vet pro- 
ducer’s intentions are. 

Approximate Grosses 
(Computed at $5 to the £) 

‘Anthony and Anna,’ Whitehall (2d 
year). Still under cooperative scheme 
with actors, 
make money. At $4,000 can iinger 
for a while. 

‘Balalaika,’ His Majesty’s (30th 
week). Proving a gold mine; since 
transferring here has played to 
steady $17,000 or more per week, 
which yields weekly profit of over 
$6,000. Is good for whole of this 
year, and Eric Maschwitz already 
has a sequel ready, ‘Paprika.’ 


‘Bats in the Belfry,’ Ambassadors 
(18th week). Has had a somewhat 
spasmodic career, opening slowly 
and building, then taking a dive. 
Now averaging $4,000, at which pace 
can linger. 

‘Black Limelight,’ Duke of York’s 
(14th week). Transferred from St. 
James’s, because house was wanted 
for Gilbert Miller’s ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,’ and managed to survive 
the ordeal. Has now settled down 
into a fair-sized hit. Doing under 
$5,000, which is equal to the intake 
at St. James, but overhead here is 
much smaller. 


‘Busman’s Honeymoon,’ Comedy 
(30th week). Very little overhead 
here, and doing $3,500 on two-for- 
ones, which is well above the getting- 
out price. 


‘Floodlight,’ Saville (4th week). 
Management claiming $1,500 nightly, 
but really around $1,000 per show, 
with matinees lower. At $7,500 per 
week is losing money, not counting 
the $40,000 invested in production. 
Must fold soon, as management can- 
not take it on the chin much longer. 


‘French Without Tears,’ Criterion 
(35th week). As big a hit as the 
initial week, and looks like going on 
forever. Has been capacity. at 
$7,500, rarely varying $50 on the 
week. 


‘George and Margaret,’ Wyndham’s 
(19th week). Same management as 
above, and every bit as clean-up. 
Capacity at $10,000, and very small 
overhead. 

‘Housemaster,’ Aldwych, (20th 
week). Here after 18 weeks at the 
Lyric, and playing on two-for-ones. 
Cast is changed somewhat, shaving 
the overhead. At just under $5,000 is 
good profit, and can stay a few 
months longer. 

‘Judgment Day,’ Phoenix (7th 
week). Originally opened at Strand, 
but had to vacate to make room for 
‘A Spot of Bother.’ No doubt Elmer 
Rice’s play is intriguing Londoners. 
Was doing $6,000 at Strand, and 
making good profit. Will touch over 
$5,000, but overhead much smaller, 
which is very good. Looks in for 
several months. 

‘London After Dark,’ Apollo (14th 
week). Walter Hackett and Marion 
Lorne have a definite following. and 
this one is true to form. Doing $6,500, 
=? shee a nice balance on the profit 
side. 

‘No Sleep for the Wicked,’ Daly’s 
(2d week). Not a chance. Barely 
nee $3,000, and will fold any 
ay. 

‘Paganini,’ Lyceum (8th week). 
Has never played to loss, always 
doing above $15,000, which is about 
$1,000 profit. Was intended to close 
last week, but retrieved at last 
minute, with Richard Tauber. the 
star, guaranteeing operations. Spurted 
on announced holdover. 

‘Satyr,’ Shaftesbury (5th week). 
Martin Jones’s first venture into 
West-End management has _ not 
proved profitable. Show lost a con- 
sistent $1,500 per week. Never 
bettered $3,000. Folded July 10. 

‘Spot of Bother,’ Strand (1st week). 
Opened good, with libraries doing 
eight weeks deal on. popularity of 
Robertson Hare-Alfred Drayton 
combo. Will click to $7,000 first 
week, and good for four months at 
least. 

‘Sarah Simple,’ Garrick (10th 
week). Low getout, with little over- 
head, and on velvet at $3,500. Good 
for several more weeks. 

‘The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse,’ 
Savoy (45th week). After 40 weeks 
at the Haymarket, now here on two- 





for-ones, Cast is not same, making 


and still continues to} 


for smaller overhead, and at $3,500 
can linger. 

‘The King’s Pirate,’ St. Martin’s 
(5th week). Seems a mystery how 
this one keeps lingering. No over- 
head, but at $2,500 or so must be a 
| losing proposition. 
| “Te Have and to Hold,’ Haymarket 
(5th week). Nothing like ‘Clitter- 
house,’ last show here, with manage- 
ment already hunting a new show. 
Is lingering at $4,500, which is about 
even break. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Lyric (3rd week). 
Gilbert Miller’s biggest smash of his 
career, and figured to stay for one to 
|two years. Skipped off at capacity 
lat every show and is maintaining 
| that pace. Created record for thea- 
tre at recent matinee on $1,560 gross. 
Management to institute third mati- 
|nee per week, to cater for demand. 
| Doing steady $12,500, which is over- 


flow. 
| ‘Yes My Darling Daughter,’ St. 
| James’s (7th week). Somewhat dis- 
| appointing, considering its New York 
success. Started slowly and at 
| danger zone for a while. Now gain- 
|ing and, at just under $5,000, about 
| breaking even. Will close Saturday 
(24), with Keith Winter’s ‘Old Music’ 
| to replace. 

‘Whiteoaks,’ Playhouse (2d year). 
| Practically no overhead; this has 
made good money for Nancy Price, 
and looks like pacing it for some- | 
time. Still in the $3,000 class, which 
is big. 


LONDONS ICE 
DRAMA HOT 
CLICK 


London, July 20. 


First legit to take advantage of | 
| the new ice-skating vogue is 
Moritz,’ which opened at the Coli- 
seum Thursday (15) and looks like 
a smash. _ Ice-skating sequences have 
been used in legit previously, but 
not as prominently as here. 

Show presents a highly effective 
ice ballet on a revolving stage, ar- 
tistically lighted and with a skat- 
ing area of 60 by 50 feet. Company 
was recruited from all over the 
world but the majority is British. 

First and second portion of the 
ice show is divided by half a dozen 
standard vaude acts. Thus it is really 
ice ballet plus vaude but, as put to- 
gether, and as presented it can call 
itself as legit without fear of ar- 
gument. First night audience was 
highly enthusiastic and all indica- 
tions are for a big run. 





| 
| 
| 




















Storey to India 





Shanghai, July 3. 


Rex Storey’s ‘Hollywood Non-Stop 
Revue,’ now in Manila, leaves soon 
for India and Africa. Has already 
played Japan, Manchoukuo, Tientsin, 
Peiping, Shanghai and Hongkong. 

Cast includes Rose Lee, Emily 
Winsette, Eva Alexander, Gloria 
Grey, Donna Day, Mitzy Lane and 
Fay Skeeters. Latter two were 
seriously ill with scarlet fever ani 
bronchial pneumonia, respectively, 
but have recovered. Troupe was 
joined locally by Andy Rice, Jr., and 
Jack Dale. 


Sydney Strike Over 


Sydney, July 20. 





Tivoli theatre here has ended. Man- 
agement and the Theatrical Employ- 
ees’ Union agreed on terms allowing 
a 50c. raise in pay on resumption 
of work and a further boost in Oc- 
tober of the basic wage for vaude. 

New revue opened last Saturday 
(17). 





‘Darling Daughter’ Only 
Seven Weeks in London 


London, July 20. 

‘Yes, My Darling Daughter’ will 
close at the St. James next Saturday 
(24), after a seven-week run. 

House will remain dark for a 
month, reopening with Gilbert Mil- 
ler’s ‘Old Music’ after the provincial 
tryout, 





| necessary. 


‘St. | 


Strike of stage musicians at the | 





Plays Abroad 








A SPOT OF BOTHER 


London, July 7. 
Farce in three acts by Vernon Sylvaine; 
presented by O’Bryen, Linnit & Dunfee at 
Strand theatre, London, July 6, '37, Staged 


by Leslie Henson, 
Mrs. Watney.cercooceeceess- Ruth Maitland 


ANNA... ceccececsscccseceereses Janet Green 
Margaret ...ccscccccccceses Phyllis Konstam 
Christopher Watney....+.../ Alfred Drayton 
William Binkie Rudd....... Robertson Hare 
BOING, 06 kx4vaee Encheddites eee? Frank Royde 
Mra. Cake. .ccccccseccosccccorss Edie Martin 
LOttiec. .ccccccccccsccccccceseed Jeanne Stuart 
DUO ctccovedecdsscaceuctens Douglas Phillips 
FORM. cca odecpsecesdecestoeces Griffiths Moss 
Oswald Hope....eesee+s++++-Stuart Latham 
RIDOTE  ccccccccdécecececescores Fred Withers 


Bill. .cccccccvccsercoecseees Clifford Buckton 





Having succeeded in establishing 
themselves as successors to the farci- 
cal team of Tom Walls and Ralph 
Lynn at the Strand, Alfred Drayton 
and Robertson Hare follow their first 
effort (‘Aren’t Men Beasts’) with ‘A 
Spot of Bother’ by the same author. 
On form these would seem to be 
requisite ingredients, but it doesn’t 
work out that way. 

Author has provided a plot alto- 
gether devoid of originality, but 
some of his silly situations are suffi- 
ciently ludicrous to get laughs and 
his play upon words is often very 
amusing. Whole thing is bound to 
be tightened up to make for greater 
speed, but at best the piece would 
have no appeal for an American 
audience. 

Robertson Hare, in a character 
young enough to be a suitor for the 
hand of an extremely youthful girl, 
is thwarted by her aunt, who has 
jurisdiction over her fortune, in that 
her consent to the girl’s marriage is 
Drayton is the usual hen- 
pecked husband, unfaithful at every 
opportunity and willing to get drunk 
without provocation. Through a 
series of altogether improbable, but 
farcical, circumstances, they become 
mixed up with a band of smugglers, 
and the fun becomes fast, furious 
and unconvincing. 

Two stars have played together so 
long that they could now be certain 
to acquit themselves creditably with- 
out the aid of a manuscript. They 
are admirably supported by a com- 
petent cast of feeders, and the piece 
is staged by a past master in the 
realm of farce, Leslie Henson. But 
the whole thing just misses. Jolo. 


They Came by Night 


London, July 8. 


Play in three acts by Barre Lyndon; pre- 


sented by Alec Rea and H. M. Tennent, 
Ltd., at Globe theatre, London, July 7, ’37. 
Staged by Claud Gurney. 

John Fothergill...,. PTT ery t Owen Nares 
REOCTUOTE LiVTM s 6 6scs cceede Wilfrid Cathness 
ee errr errr, Andre Morell 
Edward Smith............ Wallace Evennett 
Sally Grosvemnor.........-ccsee Ursula Jeans 
Detective-Sergeant Tolley...... Henry Caine 
RL Pe ee eee Cees Laseur 
COO. MOCO R. 20s ccvessapianss Sara Seegar 
SE 86.0 6 0.00 5.90.6 045 Chee e SOR David Burns 
Georg Schwettel........... ‘dmode’ Carl Jaffe 
se er ee Alexander Field 
Detective-Inspector Harvey..George Butler 
SACKSON . ccrevcevissserccierd Arthur Brander 





Owen Nares has the role of a law- 
abiding jeweler who is compelled to 
aid a bunch of thieves and become 
the fence of their stolen property. 
He is also forced to witness a bullion 
robbery, a safe being blown up, and 
a free-for-all with the police, whom 
he has ingeniously summoned. He 
acquits himself charmingly, and 
there is every reason to supvose this 
third of Barre Lyndon’s thrillers will 
be successful. 

David Burns scores as a new kind 
of American crook, his funniest 
scene being where he interpolates 
wisecracks while the duped jewel 
merchant tells a bedtime story to his 
sick nevhew over the telephone. 

Ursula Jeans provides the very 
watered love interest, with her usual 
grace, and the supporting cast is 
adeauate. 

Main criticism is that the show de- 
clines from artistic comedy to clap- 
trap of the old meller days with dis- 
concerting suddenness. Genteel 
ladies, who may be brought in by 
Owen Naires, may not care to absorb 
the fumes of a safe explosion, or see 
at such close quarters the gangsters 
they so carefully avoid in pictures. 


But Not Your Heart 
London, July 5. 


Comedy in three acts by C. J, Francis, 
Presented by New Shop Window, produced 
by Wallace Geoffrey at Arts Theatre Club 


for two performances, July 4, ‘37 














PMN £0 s4csecsseusecaevecrse Jean Shepeard 
PRM Wins ot 40 peso eneees ces Marion Fawcett 
EMGMO WEOUNGCT , cccccccscsccss Violet Loxley 
Michael Moubrey ....ccccccccet John Longden 
| Jullette Lemaire....ccccccccccces Iris Baker 
WOCOM SMMIMWCs oc cccccccccosed Arthur Powell 





Light comedy depicting a domestic 
upheaval after three years’ happy 


marriage. Show has _ possibilities 
and might make a good screen 
vehicle. Performance here was 


marred through the authoress having 
an attack of nerves at the 11th hour 
and vanishing, leaving her important 
part in the play to be read by Iris 
Baker, hastily requisitioned. 
Celebrating their third anniver- 
sary, a young couple invite another, 
not so happily married, pair to din- 
ner. Develops that the husband has 
cherished a secret passion for his 
fair guest, whose own spouse philan- 
ders and leaves her pretty much to 
herself. They all get lit, and the 
wife suggests they become really 








ee 


Bohemian and swop for the night 
She takes her friend’s husband aloft’ 
and leaves her own with the woman 
of his dreams, 


Deliberately thrust together with 
the connivance of the wife, all de. 
sire to take advantage of the situa. 
tion leaves them: she curls up on 
the couch; he spends the night in the 
bathroom. Other male Bohemian 
blissfully, and innocently, sleeps off 
his intoxication. His sheepish ap. 
pearance next morning, in crumpled 
dress clothes, ignorant of all that 
happened, or how he even got into 
the alien bed, makes a funny situa- 
tion. 

When the girl visitor assures the 
wife of her chaste and lonely night 
the other breaks down and admits 
she knew of her husband's yearning 
and hoped to force his hand. She 
decides to leave him, feeling she will 
not regain the old happiness, but he 
returns in time to prevent her, as- 
suring her it was but a momentary 
yen. 

Generally well acted, with some 
humorous lines which make it pleas- 
ing light entertainment, but it is just 





another variation of the triangle 
situation. 
Hemingway’s Pie 








(Continued from page 5) 


‘Zuyder Zee,’ and follows much the 
same technique in ‘Spanish Earth,’ 
Idea is to tell it with pictures and 
play down the comment. 


This picture cost $10,000 and 40% 
of the cast were killed in making it. 
Same night it opened here Metro’s 
‘Saratoga,’ which cost plenty, was 
previewed in Glendale nearby. To- 
gether the pix represent about the 
extremes in film entertainment. Both 
will get money. 


Night before this, Philharmonic 
showing, ‘Earth,’ was previewed at 
Frederic March’s home. Private 
showing brought $15,000 from 15 
people. As Hem and Ivens have 
tossed in their talents, this money 
and the $4,500 taken at the premiere 
is being earmarked for ambulances 
for the Loyalists in Spain. 

Though not shown publicly any- 
where before this L. A. display, the 
White House got the first private 
peek at it in this country. The Pres- 
ident saw it and is reported to have 
thought it a restrained presentation 
of the Loyalist cause. General opin- 
ion of those in Washington was that 
the comment could be stepped up to 
show that democracy was fighting 
for its life in Spain and that the 
friends of democracy were on the 
Loyalist side. So the comment may 
be strengthened to meet this view 
before the picture goes on general 
release. Hemingway wrote the come 
ment for the film which is narrated 
by Norson Wells. Sound has been 
dubbed. 


Though Hem blue-printed the gene 
eral line of the story the scenes, of 
course, are all the McCoy, except for 
one bombing shot from a German 
plane, tricked to show the bomb 
coming toward the peasants rather 
than away from the plane. 

Story, in the vein of ‘The Plough 
That Broke the Plains,’ opens on the 
Spanish countryside back of Madrid 
and shows the farms, which are the 
foundation of the capital. Acreage 
is parched and badly in need of ir- 
rigation. With water it would grow 
anything California could grow. The 
old regime couldn’t be bothered and 
the fact that the new_regime could 
is one of the causes of the current 
civil war. 

From the farms and the road that 
is the life line to Madrid, scene 
shifts to Madrid where peasants are 
fighting to keep out the invaders, 
being aided by a natural fortification. 
Reprisals for their success are air 
raids. Results of these on civilian 
population are shown in gruesome 
detail. Ivens took plenty of chances 
to get these shots. 

German planes being brought 
down by Loyalist anti-aircraft guns, 
Italian troopers, who, Hem _ says, 
haven't changed since Caporetta be- 
cause, today, as then, ‘they run fast 
both ways,’ and Franco’s Spanish 
troops are shown spilling their blood 
all around University City. The life 
line to Madrid is saved. ‘No Pasaran! 

Whole picture, though author 
claims he was hardly more than 4 
glorified grip to Ivens, shows Hem- 
ingway’s manner of getting terrific 
effects by understatement. Its 
death.in the morning as well as the 
afternoon, and not for any reason 
except that Italy and Germany need 
coal and iron—and Spain has coal 
and iron and doesn’t want a dicto- 
torship. 

The picture seems sure to make an 
army of converts for the Loyalist 
cause. Frank Scully. 
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Gambling 
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of fun without ever being reminded 
of the sinful life. Sey. 

But if he likes to raise a rumpus 
and kick up the dust, the town can 
show him something new every 
night. Even in gambling one may 
find variety—roulette, poker, faro, 
red dog, dice, the bird cage—and 
always the ponies. 

No one seems to know who stands 
back of Atlantic City’s gambling 
joints, but they all seem to be op- 
erated by a single clique and appear | 
to have unlimited funds. 

Not often does a customer clean 
out one of the spots and send the 
manager to the bank for more 
money. Gambling places are not 
organized on a losing basis here. 
The percentage in favor of the 
house is generally regarded as 
40%. In other words, if a customer 
pays $20 a week into one of the 
tellers windows throughout the | 
year, he can expect to get back an) 
average of $12 a week, making his | 
contribution $8 a week for the fun 
ef gambling. 

- The gambling places may have 
an undesirable effect on local work- 
ing people but at the same time 
they bring vast business to the city. 
During the off-season period of the 
year, thousands come from the New 
York, Philadelphia and Wash- 
ington areas to while away a few 
hours or days at the intriguing game 
of chance. More than often they 
go home broke, but they must like 
it, for they inevitably return for | 
more, 











Mexice Under Wraps 
Hollywood, July 20. | 
California, and Lower California, | 


which is in Mexico, have swapped 
places so completely that visitors 
who cross the border into Mexico to| 
have some fun on the q.t. have to) 
go back into California to get it. 
Whereas a few years ago Lower | 
} 
| 
} 


| 


California had a monopoly on gam- 
bling, drinking, and recreation gen- 
erally, at the present time all it has 
is memories. 

Even Ensenada, with 
gambling equipment 
far more beautiful than Monte Carlo, | 
is as dead as Pompeii. Chief Hotel | 
there is asking $20 a day for couples, 
but with nothing for the couple to 
do, there are few takers. 

Tia Juana, with a race track and 
one of those lengest-bars-in-the- 
world kind of bars, is catering to 
nothing but grasshoppers. Ditto for 
Agua Caliente, which figured it could 
make a go of it even without gam- 
bling, but found people don’t go to 
horse-races just to see horses race. 


No Closed Season 


In fact the only industry left in 
the old West Coast playground of 
Lower California is the quota indus- 
try. Alien troupers who decide they 
like America well enough to stay 
arrange for their quota numbers by 
going to Tia Juana or Ensenada until 
their numbers come up. They 
arrange everything before’ they 
leave the States, and the whole job 
Tarely takes more than a week. 

If the number doesn’t come 
through, they're stuck like Ruth amid | 
the alien corn. There's no place for 
them to go. A bus runs once a week 
across Lower California to the long 
bay which splits this part of Mexico 
off from the mainland. They would 
have to cross the bay and after that 
a trip through a wilderness to get to 
Mexico City. 

Because they are in such a state of | 
jitters waiting for quota numbers | 
these alien troupers figure they get | 
enough gambling in their daily lives 
without having any great urge to 
80 into a casino. But other visitors 
five one look at the once-prized re- 
Soris of Mexico and 
across the border. 
_In fact gambling has become so 
Important an industry in California 
that few people want to have a 
Closed season on it any time. Every- 
thing from slot machines to race 
tracks took forward to the day 
When they can seitle down to a 
&rind policy. 

For a while the Santa Anita track 
with Hal Roach as head man tried to 
monopolize racing in Southern 


the finest 
in the world, | 














scurry back | 


' 


California, but they have’ been 
Pushed around so much by othe 
froups in the picture industry— 


Chiefly by a group headed by Jack | 
Warner building a new track which | 
will be known as the Hollywood Turf 
Club, and now the Crosby Syndicates 
Del Mar track—that they no longer 
Coniro] gambling in this district. 
Crosby's Del Mar track, which 
opened July 3 and did $100,000 its 
Tst day, is already in the money. 
Pat O'Brien. Warner star, is v.p. of | 


Brown, and Raoul Walsh have dough sored dramatization and nothing for | 


in it among many other filmites. 
The Del Mar track, incidentally, 


being not so remote from the Mexi- | 


can border, catches on the second 
bounce all the gamblers who haven't 
been cleaned out on the northern 
tracks, so that those who do cross 
the border have hardly a dime left 
for the Mexican peons to pick up. 
By arrangement, Agua 
track opens only on Sundays—the 
day Del Mar is closed. Tracks are 
about an hour’s drive apart. 
Bookies, figured through wire 
services, do $150,000,000 worth of 
business during the Santa’ Anita sea- 
son alone. What changes hands the 
rest of the vear has 
tabulated, but when it is, it looks as 
if California’s first industry will no 


longer be pictures or climate, but 
getting something for nothing—to 


win, place, or show. 


Guild Plans 








| next season. 
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fore the show goes into New York 
for its premiere. 
Coast Is Guild’s Meat 
Then again there is the coin lure 


of California for the Guild. Attrac- 
tions sent here by it have always 
been top coin-getters and it’s felt 


that no losses would accrue, 

Plan of the Guild would be to 
send, at the end of the New York 
season, a couple of its attractions to 
the Coast to play the regular season 
dates, then take the people from 
these casts and use them in tryouts 
for the new season. Also figured by 
the Guild is the idea that quite a 
number of important pie personali- 
ties, with time off, would be glad to 
avail themselves of an opportunity 
to appear in a Guild show in this 
area, regardless of coin, and that 
possibly some of them might, should 
they find that the vehicle is okay, 
want to go into the play for the New 
York run prestige. 

May De Revivals 


Lunt and Fontanne may again try 
another show here for the Guild 
They would not re- 
peat on ‘Amphitryon 38,’ which they 
did this year, but probably come out 
and do a week each of revival: of 
‘Caprice’ and another in their reper- 
toire, after which they would try out 


a new opus for the Guild. Lunt and | 


Fontanne have decided to make the 
Coast an annual port of call. 

Might even do a picture while 
here if the script is satisfactory. 
This would mean that everything 
would have to be readied for them on 
the picture prior to starting, as they 
would limit their pic work to four 
weeks, 

Understood here that studios are 
looking favorably. on the Theatre 


Guild plan and would permit top | 


people to work in the Coast shows 


should the plays be considered satis- | 


factory by both the producers and 
the actors. 





| Actors ’Monopoly 





(Continued from page 1) 
Frank Reddy, $1,250. 
Petty Garde, $1,250. 
Alice Frost, $500. 
Julie Bonnell, $800. 


Success of the insiders is not at- 
tributed to any clothes-closet skele- 
tons but to a combination of cir- 
cumstances. To wit: they're depend- 
able, well regarded performers, they 
were early into radio, they know 
and are known by the agencies. 

Tightly-closed circle swallows up 





most of the availabilities cropping | 


Caliente’s | 


not yet been| 


_ that group get $22.50 weekly each 
| regardless of how much work they 
|do. WHN, WINS, WNEW pay per- 


‘formers $2 or $3 per whack ona spon- | 


sustaining. WQXR never pays any- 
| thing for acting talent. 

| Less ‘Voicing’ 

| Source of sizable income to 
| actors was ‘voicing’ for 
| on the spoken lines. But the trend 
| has turned to warblers now doing 
their own spieling. 
| there were ‘voices’ for all singing 
members of, say, Maxwell Showboat 


the 


| and Palmolive Beauty Box programs, | 


the pipers do their own talking now. | 
At one time about 50% of the top 


singers on the radio used ‘voices.’ | 
Only one does now, tenor Charles 
Kullman. 

It is a hard row to hoe for an 


actor to crack radio. Most of gradu- 
ates of the drama schools in New 
| York and those emerging from the 
acting courses at N.Y.U. and C.C. 
of N.Y. head into radio with high 


hopes, hoping to support selves by | 


; working on the radio until they can 
get a break in legit. But, conversely, 
it is slightly tougher to ease into 
radio than get a legit job. Tvype- 
casting in the theatre makes for more 
opportunity for the newcomer. 

Hangout every morning for the 
radio performer who Poes ahunting 
for a job is the Penn Astor Grill 
on Times Square. There they gather 
over cold coffee cups and swap chat- 
ter on who's auditioning for whom. 
Though program producers seldom 
let out word of their doings, it gets 
around and by afternoon’ every 
habitue of the Penn Astor is in the 
hair of a producer who happens to 
be in the employing mood. 


Real tragedies are the out-of- 
towners who, after some slight ex- 
perience on their local one-lunger, 


come into New York to conguer the 
big-league. Invariably the hinter- 
landers put up at the Beaux Arts | 
apartments or in Tudor City, believ- | 
ing those are the ‘smart’ addresses to 
front with. They make the rounds 
ef the networks and better-krown 
agencies. After some weeks their 
money is gone, and they discon- 
solately go back home divillusioned. | 
Hinterlanders who have come into 
New York and sauvezed inio the air | 
acting swim in the vast ‘wo years 
can be counted on the fingers. . 


| 


Frisco Concert Dates 


San Francisco, July 20. 
Peter Conley attractions for the | 
1937-1938 season in War 
Opera House opens Sept. 
| Yehudi Menuhin, 


| Dated are: Jooss Ballet, Rudolf 
| Serkin, Salzburg Opera Guild, Shan- 
|/Kar Dindu Dancers, Nelson Eddy, 
|Marian Anderson, John Charles 
'Thomas, Lanny Ross and Kirsten 
| Flagstad. 

Repeat performances in a Sunday 
,afternoon series will be given by 
Menuhin, the Jooss Ballet, the Salz- 
berg Opera Guild, Miss Anderson 


Memorial | 
30 with 


air singers | 


Where formerly | 


Hwood Bow! Opening Gets That 


| 
} 


Pic Touch with 


BOTH LEGS BROKEN 


Anton Horner Victim of Reverse 
Clutch Accident 








Philadelphia, July 20. 
A4.nton Horner, member of Philly 


| Ork, had both his legs broken Sun- | 
day afternoon when he was pinned | 
wall | 
Har- | 


and the rear 
home at Stone 
Musician, who is 60 


between his car 
of his summer 
bor, N. J. 


was 


hurt when his wife, Alice, lost con- | 


trol of the car while backing it up. 
He was treated by physicians in 

| Stone Harbor, then taken to Atlantic 

Shores Hospital in Somers Point. 





WITH BEER 
CLICK 


Minneapolis, July 20 
Three pop summer concerts by 65 
members of the Minneapolis Sym- 
phony orchestra drew sufficiently 
well in the municipal 


last week to cause promotors to 


schedule three additional this week. | 
and | 


Admission scale is 25¢ to 75c 
lower floor patrons sit at tables 
where they’re served beer, other soft 
drinks and food. Guy Fraser Harri- 


son from Rochester, N. Y., conducts. | 


Attendance jumped from 1,200 the 
opening night to 2,500 the second and 
4,,200 the third. 


ALL-RUBINOFF CONCERT 
AT GRANT PARK, CHl 


Chicago, July 20. 
Grant Park Symphony concerts 
splurging on guest talent, starting 
tonight (20) when Mary McCormic 
does the soloing, and 
through Labor Day. 


Expect the high point to be 





reached on Aug. 6 when Dave Rv- | 
_binoff conducts the 
| harmonic orchestra of 100 pieces. 


Chicago Phil- 


Concert to be given that night will 


| consist entirely of Rubinoff composi- 


tions and special arrangements of 
pop stuff. Last year’s appearance 
of Rubinoff broke the all-time at- 
tendance record, with 150,000 jam- 
ming in for the free concert. Plans 
are being made to care for 200,000 
this year. 

Other guest dates include Marion 





and the Shan-Kar Hindu Dancers. 
The season will end May 10 with a 
concert by Miss Flagstad. 





Mary McCormic Divorced 
Chicago, July 20. 
Mary McCormic, opera warbler, 
last week received divorce decree 
from Homer V. Johanssen, Chi at- | 
torney, whom she married last No- 
vember. 
Charged cruelty. | 


Lewisohn Stadium 





up. For instance, only once in its | 


| seven years’ life has the ‘March of | 


Time’ sent out a S.O.S. for an out- 
sider, and that occurred last year 
when Dick and Janet Nolan retired 
on their air earnings as actors to 
live on an Arizona ranch. 

Average pay for a nameless per- 
former on a night-time web com- 


mercial dramatization is $50, with 
the leads getting double that. 
Biackett-Sample-Hummert, with its 
hefty layout of script serials, pays 
$15 for a shot and $5 for a repeat 


broadcast. But the agency pays most 
of its leads by the week on its vari- 
programs, with some of 
players getting about $150 
seventh day 

A flock of talent gets $7.50 each 
per platter waxed for World Broad- 
casting. WOR pays a player either 
$10 or $15 on a commercial shot. and 
half those figures sustaining. WMCA 
has a dramatic stock company bossed 


these 
every 


ous 


# Mar, and Bill LeBaron, Joe E.| by Philip Barrison. The troupers in 


Two nights of rain in mid-week, ; 


plus several evenings when showers 
looked probable, kept attendance at 
the Lewisohn Stadium concerts, 
N. Y., last week below expectations. 
No concerts were rained entirely 
out, but the grosses took a dive 
Wednesday (14) and Thursday (15) 
nights. Total attendance for the 
week was estimated at 25,500 and 
the gross was placed at $12,500. 
Regular scale is $1, 50¢ and 25c, with 
much of the admission by subscrip- 
tion. 
Monday (12), regular’ concert, 
Fritz Reiner conducting. fair: $1,650. 
Tuesday (13), regular 
Reiner conducting. fair: $1.850. 
Wednesday (14), all-Wagner pro- 
gram. Reiner conducting and soloists 
rain: $1,650. 
Thursday (15), Bach-Brahms pro- 
gram, Reiner conducting, heavy rain: 
$550. 


concert, 


| are 


Claire for July; 24 Alex Templeton, 
July 26; Andre Kastelanetz, July 30. 

Open air concerts staged nightly 
in Grant Park, free to the public, 
under sponsorship of Chicago 
Park boards, and James C. Petrillo, 
musicians’ local head, and park 
board director. 

Harry Akst and Frank Loesser 
have scripted a ditty, ‘Blame It On 
the Danube,’ to be warbled in Radio's 
‘Fight for Your Lady.’ 


Concert Gross 


Estimated at $12,500 in Rainy Week 


Friday (16), Mordkin Ballet, 
(at $1.50 top) $2,000. 


clear: 


Saturday (17), Mordkin Ballet, 
clear: (at $1.50 top) $2,500. 

Sunday (18), Reiner conducting. 
clear: $1,650. 


This week’s expected draws were 
last night’s (Tuesday) ‘Siegfried’ 
performance and tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) night’s ‘Gotterdammerung.’ 
each of which should gress as high 
as $5,000 if weather is favorable. 
Reiner was slated to baton until 
Saturday (24), when Paul Kerby be- 
gins a two-concert conducting stint. 
Reiner returns next week. ‘Tristan 
and Isolde’ is skedded. for Tuesday 
of next week (27). Last Monday 
(19) concert, with Ray Lev piano 
soloist, was estimated at $1,200 

Stadium concert season always 
runs a heavy deficit, which is met 
; by a guarantee fund raised by popu- 
' lar subscription. 


SYMPHONIES 


Auditorium | 


continuing | 


Stars Taking Bows 


+ omeeneirimaniion 


Hollywood, July 20. 

| Hollywood Bowl got away to its 
| 16th season of ‘Symphonies Under 
' the Stars’ with a turnout of around 
16,000 looking and listening and fur- 
ther evidence that the way to drag 
‘em in hereabouts is to provide at 
least as much spectacle as highbrow 
music, 

Bowl has got to be part of the 
general scheme of Hollywood show- 
manship. Film stars mix into the 
picture and take a lot of bows, be- 
sides contributing their bit to world- 
wide publicity that the enterprise 
geis—and merits. 

, Principal innovation this year is 

; a new, 750,000,000 candle power lamp 
with Fresnel lenses imported from 

France and set up by Otto K. Oleson, 

| Hollywood lighting engineer. This 
huge illuminator is turned on dur- 
ing intermissions and tosses its rays 
around the encircling hills with a 
kind of enchantment effect that 
greatly enhances the ‘poetic’ quality 
of the surroundings. 

Opening night, the big lamp was 
used to backstop motion picture 
newsreel cameras set up by the 

| March of Time, which made shots 
of the crowd, closeups of important 
personalities present, together with 
atmosphere stuff, all to be incor- 
| porated in the March of Time re- 
| lease. 

The Old Standbys 

Bowl management each year brings 
in a new crew of conductors though 
relying on such consistent perform- 
ers as Otto Klemperer, Pierre Mon- 
| teux, Richard Lert, Pietro Cimini 
and others. List includes besides the 
afore-mentioned this year, Fritz 
Reiner, Werner Janssen, Vladimir 
Golschmann, Andre Kostelanetz, Ef- 
rem Kurtz, Howard Hansen and Vis- 
count Inoye of the Tokyo Symphony. 


Though the orchestra bears the 
major burden, Bowl is leaning more 


| heavily than ever on ballet and 
opera, having learned that on an 
opera or dance night the common 


herd jams the amphitheatre where- 
as they stay away from Bach, Bee- 
thoven and Brahms in discouraging 
| droves, 

Opera in the Bowl is distinctly an 
innovation still and its production is 
on a scale of color and pageantry 
| impractical even in a place like the 
Met. This year’s operatic fare in- 
cludes ‘Carmen,’ ‘Il Trovatore.’ 
‘Madame Butterfly,” ‘The Bartered 
Bride,’ and a concert version of ‘Die 
Walkure.’ Los Angeles Grand Opera 
Chorus and Hollywood Bowl] Chorus 
get a break on opera night provid- 
ing the supplemental vocalizing. 
Also, two Stravinsky ballets, ‘Sacre’ 
and ‘Petrouchka,’ will be offered, 
| with Lester Horton conducting the 
first and Theodore Kosloff the second. 
Armando Agnini produces the 
operas 

Season Soloist Lineun 


Soloists for the season include the 
| Lhevinnes, Josef and Rosina; Jan 
|Peerce of radio, John Charles 
| Thomas, Jascha Heifetz, Bruno Cas- 
tagna, Lily Pons, Sidney Rayner, 
| Perry Askam, Helen Gahagan, and 
quite a few more, 

Golschmann, a European boy won- 
| der who started his own orchestra 
in Paris at the age of 22, batoned 
the opening concert, Not so hot in 
the Berlioz ‘Roman Carnival,’ he 
warmed up to his work when he 
got to the Cesar Franck D minor 
concerto and in the andante move- 
| ment all of the personnel of the 
90-piece unit were doing their stuff 
for him. He got a great reception 
for that rendition and came back 
strong after the intermission with 
the Lohengrin prelude. He showed 
a great change of pace with that 
number and further captivated the 
audience with the wedding march 
from Rimsky-Korsakoff's ‘Le Cog 
da’Or’ and a group of the ‘Prince 
Igor’ dance numbers by Borodin. 


| 








Philly Ballet Lady Sailing 


‘ 
For European Once-Over 
Philadelphia, July 20. 

Mary Binney Montgomery off to 
Europe shortly to 0.0. ballet troupes 
over there and grab off coupla ideas 
for her own crew. Has skedded her 
Zang to make appearances with Steel 


Pier Opera Company in Atlantie 
City before she goes, however. 
Will also probably make an ape 


pearance at the shore on her return, 


to repeat ‘American in Paris,” which 
she recently preemed at Robin Hood 
| Dell here. 
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Guild CIO Referendum 

Appeal from the decision by the 
Newspaper Guild’s national conven- 
tion in St. Louis to affiliate with the 
CIO has been backed by 16 Guiid 
units and the question will be sub- 
mitted to a referendum. Vote will 
be taken between Aug. 10 and 15. 
Before that, however, several com- 
plications in regard to it must be 
straightened out. 

First, the original motion initiated 
by the Columbus, Ohio, Guild must 
be reworded in order to submit an 
appeal and not a question, which 
has already been decided. 

Secondly, the International Execu- 
tive Board must decide whether the 
business office employees, 2,000 of 
whom are already reported admitted 
as members, may vote on their right 
to membership. Heywood Broun, 
prez, has expressed himself as op- 
posed to their participating in this 
vote. i 

Third question facing the Guild’s 
leadership is whether it may con- 
tinue the expansion program along 
CIO lines, when its affiliation with 
that body is, for the time being at 
least, in abeyance. Vigorous member- 
ship campaign, with ten CIO organi- 
zers in the field, is about to get under 
way. This is described by Guild of- 
ficials as the answer to the secret 
‘freedom of the press meeting of the 
publishers in Chicago.’ Expansion 
program is regarded by Guild execs 
as vital at this time. 

In addition to voting on the ques- 
tion of affiliation with the CIO, the 
. referendum will also cover policies 
adopted by the convention concern- 
ing the Spanish War, the Supreme 
Court plan, the WPA and political 
action by the Guild. 

According to Guild officials, the 
seconding units represent a member- 
ship of about 1,600, whereas repre- 
sentatives of 5,300 had notified na- 
tional headquarters of specific action 
against the Columbus referendum or 
hed voted down local proposals. 

Meanwhile, on external fronts, the 
Guild is engaged in a number of 
conflicts. The Seattle unit is fighting 
attempts to force the circulation staff 
of the Star into the Teamsters’ 
Union. 

Strike for better conditions at the 
Decatur (Ill.) Herald continued last 
week. 

Appeals to Labor Boards in At- 
lanta, Ga., Albany and Troy, N. Y., 
are about to be initiated. 








Ludwig’s 15Gs For F. D. R. Biog. 

Emil Ludwig got $15,000 from Lib- 
erty mag for the first serialization 
rights on President Roosevelt. Ger- 
man biographer has sailed back and 
received another $1,000 from the 
Macfadden people for expenses be- 
fore returning to Europe. 

Author was propositioned by sev- 
eral book publishers for the first 
rights, as result of which Ludwig 
started to balk a bit with Mac- 
fadden from accounts, hence the 
extra $1,000 for ‘expenses.’ 





APS Elects Board 

Provisional board of governors has 
been appointed by the American 
Press Society. They are John Temple 
Graves II, columnist on the Bir- 
mingham Age-Herald; Philip H. 
Love, assistant city editor of the 
Washington Star; Gault Macgowan, 
reporter on the N. Y. Sun; Winifred 
Mallon, of the N. Y. Times’ Wash- 
ington Bureau and chairman of the 
Woman's Nat'l Press Club: Paul 
Scott Mowrer, editor of the Chicago 
Daily News; John S. Piper, financial 
editor of the San Francisco News, 
and Dorothy Thompson, columnist 
on the N. Y. Herald Tribune. 

Olive Holden of the N. Y. Times 
is organization chairman, and O. S. 
Donaldson provisional _ treasurer. 
Rose F. Eastman, of the N. Y. Times, 
is handling publicity. 

The provisional board of governors 
will select its own chairman and 
designate one member to make ar- 
rangements for election of officers. 
Membership is open only to editorial 
employees of daily newspapers and 
dues are “10 for those with four 
years’ experience, $5 for cubs. 





Literati Ball Teams 
Number of celebs in suburban 





New York and lower Connecticut 
have formed their own soft ball 
Sunday baseball league. First game | 
was played recently at the Quaker 
Hill Athletic Field in Pawling, N. Y.., 
with a return game skedded at | 
Pound Ridge, N. Y., for Aug. 1.| 
Two teams in the literati league at | 
present are Lowell Thomas’ Nine Old | 
Men and George T. Bye’s Prehis- 
toric Sluggers. The Old Men won 
the opening game, 14-6. 

Slugging along with Bye’s team 
were Gene Tunney, who pitched; 
Heywood Broun, in right field, and | 
Stanley High at shortstop. Pitchers 
for Thomas’ Old Men included Bill 
Donovan, Lanny Ross and Cap- 





tain Thomas. Secretary Morgenthau 
played second. Others included Jack 
and Westbrook Pegler. Picture made 
of the game is reported to have 
turned out so well it was withheld 
from newsreels and will probably 
be released as a short after the re- 
turn game is played. 

A third game will be played at 
Pawling on Aug. 22 and more shots 
taken. 

Broun was okay at bat, but his 
wife ran the bases. 





New Whodunit Mag 
Special Detective is the title of a 
new monthly mag which will be 
out Aug. 1, published by Haig- 


| Kostka of Stamford, Conn. New com- 


pany is the successor to the Security 
Publishing Co. Robert E. Haig will 
be business manager and William 
Kostka managing editor. Mag will 
contain both fact and fiction stories. 
Contributors to the first issue in- 
clude John Hopper, Donald Barr 
Chidsey, Edward S. Sullivan and 
Jack Heil. 





Hearst Fiel& Switches 

Royal Daniell, Jr., is back in Pitts- 
burgh again as managing editor of 
Hearst’s Sun-Telegraph, after nine 
months of m.e. duty on the same 
publisher’s Detroit Times. In the 
same move, Alan Dale, who changed 
posts with Daniell when the latter 
went to Detroit, returns to his old 
post. Dale was originally slated to 
move from Pittsburgh into a Hearst 
spot in New York, but scrapping of 
the American halted that step. 

To Detroit, with Dale, went Wil- 
liam Lampe, for several years pic- 
ture editor of the Sun-Tele, who 
takes over a similar post on the 
Times. 





Philly Guild Spreading 

Active drive is being made by the 
Philadelphia Guild, since the national 
convention broadened the member- 
ship base, to bring employes of all 
departments into the organization. 
Mass meeting was held last night 
(Tuesday) attended by a large num- 
ber of guildsmen, each one of whom 
was urged to bring an employe of 
another department. 

Majority of ad staffs at the Phila- 
delphia Record and Inquirer have 
already come into the association, 
formerly open only to editorial men. 
Ad solicitors had a guild of their 
own at these two papers and their 
org was admitted in toto. At an 
exec council meeting last Sunday, 
35 new members were taken into 
the local, of whom 21 were business 
office workers. Among them were 
reps of all dailies but the Ledger. 

One application for admittance was 
temporarily shelved pending a 
ruling by the Labor Relations Com- 
mittee, because of a question of 
jurisdiction. Guild is moving very 
carefully in taking in new members, 
to avoid conflicts, which have caused 
trouble in other cities. 





Esquire-Coronet Stock 

Information filed with the Securi- 
ties Exchange Commission in Wash- 
ington in connection with the 
Esquire-Coronet stock issue includes 
unaudited figures for the three 
months ending June 30 showing a 
net income of $363,522, as compared 
with $127,759 for the same quarter 
last year. Lawrence Stern & Co. 
will be the principal underwriter. 

Circulation for Esquire at the be- 
ginning of this year is reported as 
606,616. A teaser ad in the August 
issue points to 1,000,000 circulation 
for the Xmas number. 

Coronet will accept advertising 
beginning in October, and will 
tising beginning in October, and will 
guarantee 400,000 circulation for the 
six months following. 





Time and the Post Acv. 

At the halfway marx this year, 
Time mag was for the second year 
ahead of the Saturday Evening Post 
in number of pages of advertising. 
News-weekly registered 1,774 1/3 
pages, against the Post’s 1,573 for the 
first 28 weeks this year. Last year 
at the same time, the newsmag was 
one page ahead of the Post. 

Figures are only for pages, how- 
ever, as the Post is still ahead in 
lineage and volume. Black and white 
single insertion ad in the Post costs 
$8,500, nearly three times as much 


| as the price of a similar page in 


Time, which is $2,475. 


Add: Quashing a Rumer 


Rumors that Hearst's Atlanta 
Georgian and Sunday American 
would be sold were definitely 


scotched in a message from ‘The 
Chief’ to Herbert Porter, publisher 
of the Atlanta properties. 

Reports had gained ground fol- 


| lowing a ‘March of Time’ dramatiza- 


tion and a story in Time which 
classed the Atlanta papers as money 
losers. 














Hip Pocket U 





To present educational matter 
in an entertaining way will be 
the object of Photo Facts, new 
monthly pocket size Fawcett 
mag due out Aug. 1. 

Frederic Delano will be 
editor of the ‘magazine univer- 
sity, with Mary Wagner and 
H. K. Smith as associates. 











Columnist Attacked 


Mystery still surrounds the attack | 
made early Saturday morning (17) | 
on Charles F. Danver, who conducts | 
Pittsburgh's most widely-read news- | 
paper column, ‘Pittsburghesque,’ in| 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Un- 
known assailant waylaid Danver 
within a block of his home and left 
him lying unconscious in the street. 

Radio police car picked up the} 
columnist and rushed him to hospi- 
tal, where it was feared at first he 
had suffered a fractured _ skull. 
X-rays, however, later developed he 
had a slight brain concussion and 
severe Jacerations. 

Danver had attended the annual 
newspapermen’s picnic at West View 
Park and came back about 1 a. m. 
He took a cab and got off a few 
blocks from. his home, a _ prac- 
tice he generally follows, since he 
has made it a habit of walking 
across the city’s bridges and devotes 
several columns monthly to early 
morning scenes. Figured that some- 
body who knew his usual itinerary 
was lying in wait. Attacked from be- 
hind, he didn’t see his attacker and 
couldn’t help the police with a de- 
sription. 











Dell Editors Shifted 


Several changes have been made 
at Dell Publications this month with 
West F. Peterson and May Ninomiya, 
both editors of mags out. Peterson, 
who arranged as editor of Foto to 
give a $1,000 reward to the person 
who found Robert Irwin, is suc- 
ceeded at Foto by his former as- 
sistant, John M. Richmond. Peter- 
sen aiso handled Front Page Detec- 
tive and Inside Detective and is suc- 
ceeded in those posts by Hugh Lane 
and W. A. Swanburg. 

May Ninomiya, editor of Screen 
Romances, is succeded by Albert 
Delacorte, the publisher’s son, and 
Evelyn Van Horne, former assistant. 
They will act as co-editors. 





Annenberg Speaks Out 
Avoiding the usual evasions of | 
‘freedom of the press’ and ‘unbiased 
minds,’ Moe Annenberg, publisher of 
the Philadelphia Inquirer, openly 
told a Guild committee negotiating 
with him for a contract: ‘Guild shop 
is out. There is no use arguing. 
You'll get Guild shop only when you 
are strong enough to force me to 
give it to you.’ 

Unit members privately expressed 
admiration for the publisher’s frank- 
ness, but rejected, 23 to 17, the pro- 
posed contract because it lacked the 
closed shop clause. Negotiating com- 
mittee was instructed to continue to 
try to get Guild shop. Unit then 
voted unanimously to ask its execu- 
tive council to accept Annenberg’s 
wage and hour offers as a manage- 
ment statement of policy, without 
signing any contract. 








Doug Lurton’s New Mag 


Douglas Lurton, former managing 
editor of The Literary Digest, will 
start a new pocket size mag of his 
own next fall. Among the backers 
will be Wilfred J. Funk, of Funk and 
Wagnalls, and former editor of the 
Digest. 

First issue will Contain 128 pages, 
with articles by Lowell Thomas, Jim 
Tully, Dr. Louis Bisch and others. 
Allan Finn and Jack Campbell, both 
former Digest men, will contribute 
to the mag. Campbell will handle 
drama, music and books. No title 
for the mag has yet been selected. 





A. & P.’s Giveaway Mag 
Stores Publishing Co. is a recently | 
formed firm which will publish a 
giveaway mag to be distributed in | 
A. & P. stores throughout the coun- 
try. Mag grows out of the demand 
for the weekly menus given out by 
the chain which have at present a 
circulation of 775,000. Mag will be a 
large size publication containing 
one of these menus each month. It 
will aim to be a service for women 
to teach economy of time, money 
and energy. Don Hanson of the 
A. & P. is president of the company. | 
Haidee Yates, formerly with Today | 
and the New York Wonian, is editor. | 
Title for the mag will be deter- 
mined in a contest with $1,000 prize 
award for the winner. Mag will 
carry ads. Offices are in N. Y. C. ! 
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LITERATI OBITS, 


John Thomas Toler, for past 26 
years circulation manager of The 
Atlanta Constitution, died Thursday 
(15) morning in an Atlanta hospital 
after a brief illness. He was one of 
the founders of the International 
Circulation Managers’ Assn, having 
held every elective office in the or- 
ganization and serving as its prez 
in 1932. 

James A. Coxreman, advertising 
copy writer and agency executive, 
died at his home in Philadelphia last 
Saturday. Prominent in Philly ad- 
vertising circles until his retirement 
several years ago. 


Alfred J. Jordan, 39, type expert 


times for two Philadelphia advertis- 
ing agencies, died in St. Joseph’s 
Hospital, Philadelphia, last Tuesday, 
following an illness of two weeks, 
Jordan first worked for the F. Wallis 
Armstrong Co, and then the Richard 
Foley agency. He was in charge of 
the latter’s N. Y. office for three 
yeays: Resigned to enter the direct 
mail field in Philadelphia and later 
formed the Advertising Composition 
Co., typesetters. 


Abram Coralnik, 54, associate -edi- 
tor of the Jewish Day, and a w. k. 
writer and Zionist leader, died July 
16 of a heart ailment in New York 
after a lengthy illness. Shortly after 
the Russian Revolution he was a 
member of the Kerensky govern- 
ment’s food ministry. 

Oliver O. Kuhn, 


51, managing 


editor of the Washington Star, died 


on July 18. He was chairman of the 
executive committee of the Asso- 
ciated Press Managing Editors’ Assn 
and a director of the National Radio 
Forum, 





CHATTER 

Guy Hickok has joined News- 
week. 

John Buchan has finished ‘Augus- 
tus,’ his new biography. 

John Whiting moves in as asso- 
ciate editor of True, Fawcett mag. 

Charm mag has moved up its next 
publication date from Aug. 15 to 
July 27. 

Denis Morrison (Vartety) sold a 
football story, ‘Say It With Touch- 
downs,’ to American Magazine. 

Irving Newman, vet photographer 
for the Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, 
has resigned to open his own studio. 

Ernest Hemingway nixed a $50,000 
offer to script one picture while in 
Hollywood. He’s heading back to 
Spain. 

Pete Ehlers, Hugh Sutherland and 
Al Roberts, of the Philadelphia Rec- 


ord staff, back from a six-week | 


hegira to Europe, 

George Seibel, former dramatic 
critic of the Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph, has sold a novel for news- 
paper serialization. 

Len Morgan is editor of new pic- 
ture magazine, Now and _ Then, 
which has editorial offices in New 
York. Initial issue out last week. 

Havey Boyle, sports editor of the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and former 
state boxing commissioner, running 
for Pittsburgh City Council on a 
GOP ticket. 

George Ulman is serializing his 
story, ‘The White Rajah,’ for Cos- 
mopolitan mag. Story already has 
been peddled to Warners as an Errol 
Flynn vehicle. 


Maxine Allen, former radio com- 
mentator on KQV, Pittsburgh, has 
joined the women’s staff of the Sun- 
Telegraph and is doing some book 
reviewing on the side, 


Gayeties, annual newspaper men’s 
shebang in Philadelphia, netted $470 
profit under the chairmanship of Bill 
Wolfe. Money was turned over to 
the guild exec council. 


Damon Runyon is purchasing a 
summer home in Saratoga Springs, a 
spot about which he has scripted 
many tales and in which he has 
placed many characters. 

Harold Graves and his wife, the 
former Alta Judy, back in Washing- 
ton from their honeymoon. He is 
associate ed. of Pathfinder. Bride was 
with the Literary Digest. 


Dan Mainwaring, Warner p.a., has 


liath,’ whodunit, to Cosmo under the 
monicker of Jeoffrey Homes. Wil- 
liam Morrow will publish it in book 
form. 

Anna Jane Phillips and Harry 
Kodinsky, both of the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette news staff, have sold 
two more yarns, based on recent 
Pittsburgh murder cases, to True De- 
tective Stories. 

Movie Life, new fan mag, is skeded 
to bow in August, with Arthur Solo- 
mon as editor and Morton Barteaux 
and Al Davis, associates. Ultem Pub- 
lications, publishers of Modern Mov- 
i is putting it out. 

Arthur Krock, Washington corre- 
spondent of the NN. Y. Times, will 
conduct a daily s*mposium on ‘Pub- 


—_— 





| 


$3 


lic Relations in a Democracy’ at the 
session of the Williamstown Insti. 
tute of Public Relations, from Aug 
29 to Sept. 3. Among those who will 
participate are Sir Wilmot Lewis 
Henry R. Luce, Frank Kent, Henry 
Haskell, Herbert Agar and Wilbur 
Forrest. 








Charity Ball- Came | 





(Continued from page 5) 





ing second by Vince Barnett and got 
up to swing one on Vince’s toupee, 
In the third inning, Jimmy Glea- 


'son, umpiring behind second base 


| Pinky Tomlin found it 











| 





and production manager at various | CauSht a pop fly batted up by Jack 


Mulhall, retiring the side. 

Harry Ruby was the pitching star. 
He had two strikes on Jessel and 
took pity on him so Jessel pitched 
the next ball and Ruby socked it for 
a triple for which Jessel got credit, 
There’s the Hollywood spirit even in 
fun. 

Ritz Bros. challenged Lee Tracy to 
a footrace in the fifth inning. Some- 
body hollered ‘Viva Villa!’ and 
Tracy jumped over the 12-foot wall, 

Buster Keaton made Barnett cry 
when he stole his scooter to get out 
to left field after a fly ball. Umpire 
sentenced Barnett to sit on the flag- 
pole, 

A foul tip off Benny Baker’s bat 
creased Robert Taylor’s pompadour 
so the umps gave Baker a two-bag- 
ger. 

Eddie Cantor used a banjo for a 
bat and explained that he got his 
start in the Three-Eye league. 

The Russian North Pole flyers 
were there and said afterward they 
wouldn’t have missed seeing a film 
being made for anything. They 
thought the crowd were extras. 

Legging It For S. J. 

When Sam Briskin came to bat in 
the seventh, Joe Penner’s duck laid 
an egg on home plate. Three yesmen 
ran the bases for him. 

Spanky McFarland picked a fight 
with Warren Hymer at second base 
in the sixth inning and Hymer called 
Spanky a big bully and had him ar- 
rested for disorderly conduct. In the 
general mc'ce the ball was lost but 
in Joe E. 
Brown’s mouth but not until Joe E. 
had scored three runs and got out of 
breath. 

Game broke up when Lum and 
Abner went to bat together and 
started running in opposite directions 
on the fourth ball pitched. Judge 
Edward Brand sentenced them to 
seven years hard labor at the mike 

Mt. Sinai Hospital got the gate re- 
ceipts from folks that ponied up to 
$2.50 each for box seats. 


Carl Wheat 


(Continued from page 46) 

















much more time before sending a 
nomination to the Senate. 

Wheat emerged as a dark horse 
with strong support of western 
senators coincidental with reports 
emanating from sources close to the 
White House that a Pacific coast 
man is practically certain to get the 
job. Latter disclosure doused cold 
water on other persons figuring most 
prominently in speculation over the 
selection, Hampson Gary, F.C.C. gen- 
eral counsel, and T. A. M. Craven, 
Commish chief engineer. 

Several other factors make Wheat 
a likely winner, despite his nominal 
Republican affiliation. He is known 
as an advocate of rigid regulation of 
all types of communications, has de- 
livered successfully in his present 
capacity as director of the F.C.C. 
inquiry into long-distance telephone 
rates, and would fill the require- 
ments for a ‘strong figure’ to bolster 
the calibre of F.C.C. personnel. 

Efforts still are being made to get 
the job for Gary. Texans in Con- 
gress insist the berth should go to 
a man from their state, since Dr. 
Stewart was a Lone Star native. 
Conservatives on the Commish have 
tossed out the idea that Gary should 
be upped since he was one of the 
original members and are trying to 


| stee h i general un- 
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sel’s spot. Latter post does not ap- 
peal to the Californian, whose in- 
timates say he will stick in his pres- 
ent place in preference to heading 
the entire legal section. 

While Wheat’s appointment would 
give Republicans a majority of 
places, this fact is not regarded as 
a handicap for him. He has been 
identified with the progressive wing 
of the party, reputedly voted for 
President Roosevelt, and has the 
backing of Democrats as well as Re- 
publicans at the Capitol. Pro-New 
Dealers would continue to dominate 
the Commish, inasmuch as Commts- 
sioner George Henry Payne is an 
enthusiastic advocate of Roosevelt 
policies and, like Wheat, does nol 
trail with the faction controlling the 
G.O.P. 
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Broadway 





Radie Harris flew to the Coast. 

George Barnett back from Cana- 
dian vacash. 

Lois Hall, legit player, being tested 
by Warners. 

Beatrice Lillie almost completely 
recovered from sprained ankle. 

Albert Johnson expected back 
from Fort Worth about Aug. 3. 

Don Richardson has finished play, 
‘Cross Cut,’ dealing with race preju- 
dice. | 

Bill Green, Rubinoff p.a., flew to) 
Chicago to advance pub Rubinoff’s 
concerts. 

Eugene Lyons and Harold Winston | 
making final revisions on an origi- | 
nal film script. 

Earl Wingart won a large rubber | 
floating contraption for the water in | 
golf tournament. 

Eve Arden, dancer, capitalizing lay- 
off season by modelling for Howard 
Chandler Christy. 

Gene Buck planed to Frisco to 
attend Bohemian Grove annual af- 
fair in the redlands. 

‘Mary Binney Montgomery in town 
dickering to stage ballets in a Broad- 
way tuner in the fall. 

Jack White back from the Coast 
after completing his 52nd Street’ 
chore for Walter Wanger. 

Ida (Mrs. Eddie) Cantor, called | 
east by her ailing father, expects to| 
return to Hollywood this week. 

Universal Club, composed of U! 
home office employes, to Jones: 
Beach, Aug, 26 for all-day outing. 

Harry Takiff, of Jack Cohn’s staff 
at Columbia, back from Catskills | 
after attending funeral of father. 

Harry Walker, riitery booker, in 
the landlord division via a bungalow 
colony at Lake Hopatcong, N. J. 

Barclay McCarty to p.a. the Coast 
troupe of ‘Room Service.’ Joe Flynn 
will advance the Boston company. 

Asked what was doing Monday a 
showman answered nothing, except 
that his mail consisted of six touch 
letters. 

Sammy Weisbord, of the Morris 
office, planes to the Coast Saturday | 
(24) for a combined vacash and tal- 








nt 0.0. 

Frank Albertson, now on the Coast 
after leaving ‘Brother Rat,’ is men- 
tioned for a Theatre Guild show in 
the fall. 

Juliet Forbes leaving ‘Brother Rat’ 
tomorrow (Thursday) to summer at 
Westbrook, Conn. Clair Hazel re- 
placing her. 

Hy Daab will be a summer bache- 
lor now that Mrs. (Flo) and daugh- 
ter, Phyllis, sailed yesterday for | 
European vacash. | 

Fox-Movietone home office bunch | 





coat Fever’ and ‘First Lady,’ is sing- 
ing and dancing at the Yokohama 
Takurazuka theatre, doing a double 
with her husband, Geore Hirose, 
Japanese baritone. 


Milton Ager is accompanying Ce- 
celia as far as Chicago, when the ex- 


| VARIETY muggess leaves for her Gold- 


wyn writing assignment end of this 
week, but her songwriting-husband 
may carry on all the way. Entire 
family, including two Jr. Agerites 
and nurse, are moving west. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gerrick 








‘ Dawn Sisters booked by Fullers. 
Metro gave ‘Good Earth’ a classy 
preview. 


Jack Percival handling Marcus 


exploitation. | 
Gordon Williams busy _ setting 
B. I. P. product. 

All outdoor amusements have 


closed down until next season. 


‘Gone to the Dogs’ is title of .Cine- & 


sound’s next pic. It’s a comedy. 
Gregan McMahon, indie preducer, 
is reviving ‘School for Scandal.’ 
Newsreel theatrette pulled capacity 
with Fox’s Coronation pic in color. 
Ice-skating proving very popular 
here. Roller stuff, too, is drawing 
plenty. 
Fullers plan complete renovation 


show season. 
Monte Carlo Russian Ballet opened 
a repeat season 
Williamson-Tait. 
Tito Schipa is giving a series of 
concerts under the direction of 
Williamson-Tait. 


RKO’s ‘Rainbow on the River’ has 
developed into one of the surprise | vacation covering Paris, Switzerland | 


hits of the season. 

Air fans are forming a committee 
to request Federal government to re- 
duce the current radio license fee. 

Mother of Mary Maguire leaves 
this week with two other daughters 
to see daughter at Warners in Holly- 
wood. 

Frank Neil will send his current 
revue unit headed by Con Colleano 
and Irene Vermillon to New Zealand 
next week. 

Sir Ben Fuller has booked The 
Blenders for arun with the Montague 
revue unit throughout Australia and 
New Zealand. 

Williamson-Tait will stage ‘Swing 
It’ after its next production, ‘Over 
She Goes.’ George Gee will be 
starred in both. 

Dan Carroll, prez of the Film 
Board of Trade, is taking a look over 
the Birch, Carroll and Coyle, hold- 
ings in Queensland. 

Williamson-Tait will import the 


successfully for | 


London 


Louis Bernstein here. 

Jack Powell at Dorchester. 

Kay Merrill in for a few days, then 
off to Russia. 

Maurice Elvey will direct a Warner 
| pic at Teddington. 
| Jane Sells over for a vacation, 
| looking up old friends. 
| Marjorie Dash recuperating after 
her appendicitis operation. 








| 
/pected here for a number of per- | 


| formances. 
Larry Bachman, 


Vacation trip here. 


next Lily Pons picture. 





concerts at the Ateneo. 


Maria Caniglia and Lauri Volpi, 
|Italian soprano and tenor, debuting 


}at the Colon Opera House. 


|__Itzik Feld and Lola Spilman, N. Y. | 


Ethel Bartlett and Rae Robertson, 
English pianists, doing a series of | 


American film | 
writer, off for N. Y. after a short | 


Cameraman Paul Perry shooting | 
exteriors here and in Colon for the p.a. 
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: Hollywood 





Scott Pembroke in from London, 
Fay Wray winged out for Dallas 


| Donald Brian here figuring on film 
deals, 


Trem 

| vacash. 
Paul Kelly sprouting new grove of 

navels. 

Marjorie Gateson winged in from 


Carr planning MHulaland 


| Vaudeville Golfing Society will | Yiddish actors, joining cast of ‘Pini Gotham. 


hold its annual dinner Nov. 21. 
Kimberly and Page going back 
home in August to visit the folks. 


| film contingent. 
| Steve Geray playing a lot of tennis 


|to keep his weight down for his 
| Broadway debut. 


|Golder’s Green, now that the Mrs. 
and kid are here. 
| Denmark has banned the showing 
f ‘Love from a Stranger,’ starring 
Ann Harding and Basil Rathbone. 
| Florence Desmond planning to 
| marry Charles Hughesdon, broker, in 
| September, prior to sailing for New 
York to fulfill an engagement. 
DeWolfe and Metcalf taking a 
couple weeks vacation on the Riviera 
|prior to returning to America after 
}an absence of over three years. 


| Ratoff have adapted a Russian play, 
| sent in the West End in the fall. 

| _Tan Hay’s new thriller, formerly 
| titled ‘Liquid Gold,’ now ‘The 
|Gusher,’ being presented by Firth 
+ teegamennin at Princes theatre, July 


Great Dante off on a three weeks 


j}and Vienna. While vacationing he 
|pays his entire company of 22 full 
| salary. 

| Gertrude Lawrence, who was ad- 
| judged bankrupt in 1935, and has 
| since been paying off her debts in 
| instalments, has applied for her dis- 
| charge. 

| Following the speedy demise of 
i ‘Satyr,’ Flora Robson will make a 
| picture here, before leaving for New 
| York to appear in the play on the 
| other side. 


' Fred Lindsay, Australian stock- 
|whip expert, returned from his 
|native land. Has bought an old 


{Tudor manor in south of England 
and retired. 

| George Bernard Shaw has finally 
;come to terms with British Broad- 
| casting Corp., and his plays will be 
| televised. First one is ‘He Lied to 
| Her Husband.’ 

| William Buster Collier, Jr., be- 
jcame father of a daughter, July 4. 


dined Harry Guiness, visiting editor | Dom Cossack Choir for a tour of|His wife is Marie Stevens, former 
of Australasian News, Thursday night | Australia and New Zealand. Opens | show girl. Collier is associate pro- 


(15) at the 21 Club. 

Renewed hula vogue reminds of | 
0. O. McIntyre’s classic crack that | 
the Hawaiians are always singing | 
goodbye but never go 

Don Ross learned last Saturday | 
(17), his birthday, that he was win- | 
ner of 2,000 francs in the French 
national sweepstakes. 

Ned Alvord is again hiding in Ft. 
Worth with the Rose outfit, having 
passed up the jaunt to the Orient 
with the Marcus Show. 

Dorothy Dale, daughter of Johnny 
and Loretta Dale, vaude, has rallied 
from recent operation and will re- 
turn home next week. 

Dufour and Rogers have mailed 
Season’s passes to friends in New 
York for their attractions in Dallas 
and the exposition at Cleveland. 

Irving Kaye Davis sporting new 
coat of tan from several weeks of 
mountain sojourn whither he went 
to put finishing touches on his latest 
opus. 

Harry Warren called east by the 
death of his oldest brother returns 
to Hollywood this week. His song- 
writing partner, Al Dubin, vacashing 
in Frisco. 

Wilella Waldorf vacationing for a 
month at Brewster, N. Y. Richard 
Manson is subbing as drama ed. on 
the Post. John Mason Brown due 
back Sept. 1. 

Those summer rail-water trans- 
portation trips, with all lodging ac- 
commodations included, is keeping 
Times Square hotels near capacity 
this summer. 

Benny Leonard’s restaurant at 72d 
and Broadway will open Saturday 
(24), but the former champ will en- 
tertain sports writers at a preview 
today (Wed). 

Ben Crisler, motion picture scribe 
on N. Y. Times, off on an extended 
vacation this week. Will take a 
trans-continental auto jaunt instead 
of a boat trip this year. 

Lenore Ulric, fully recovered from 





é injury to her side, vacationing at 
her Harmon, N. Y., home. Offs to the 
Coast in six weeks unless she can | 
find a legit script she likes. 

_Ruth Morris’ Bill White (or Wil- 
liam C, White, as the Satevepost bills 

im among its 1937 ‘discovery’ 
authors) may go Hollywood now 
that Metro has bought his ‘A Matter 
of Pride,’ first published in the SEP. 

George Gershwin’s only _ sister, 

Tances (‘Frankie’), now Mrs. Leo- 
bold Godowsky, Jr., arrives tomor- 
Tow (Thursday) on the Champlain, 
the first boat available to bring her 
home, She learned of her brother's 
@eath while in Paris. 

Naoe Kondo, formerly with N. T. 
G. and Texas Guinan, and more re- 
cently seen on Broadway in ‘Petti- 





in August in Auckland. 

Publicity men plugged Constance 
Worth strong in ‘China Passage’ 
(RKO) on marquees. She’s known 
locally as Jocelyn Howarth. 

Vince White has been appointed 
musical critic for Sydney Mail. Was 
formerly connected with Exhibitors’ 
Monthly. Myron Lustig does pics for 
the former. 

World Productions under A. R. 
Harwood plan further pix, after 
‘Grand Exit’ with Syd Beck is com- 


pleted. Only local unit working in | 


this territory at present. 

Noel Monkton, indie producer, has 
started shooting a new _ opus, 
‘Typhoon Treasure.’ Yarn will be 
filmed on Great Barrier Reef with 
Campbell Copelin, Gwen Munro and 
Joe Valli as featured players. 


Philadelphia 


By Herb Gelden 








Herman Goldberg vacationing. 

Horlacher picnic coming Sunday 
(25), 

Ben Alley back after week at Cape 
May. : 
Sam Paley to Columbia Hollywood 
office. 

Sol Jacobson p.a.ing a straw hat 
troupe, 

Mike Levinson back after 9 months 
in California. 

Jules Seltzer training for vacash 
in Hollywood. 

Nixon’s Grand open to 
‘Damaged Lives.’ ; 

Ray Smith resigning frgm Pre- 
ferred sales crew. 

Rose Rosoff became Mrs. 
Buschel Sunday (18). 

Elsie Finn spending week-ends at 
Harvey Cedars, N. J. 

Stanley Hatch in town to confer 
with Johnny Bachman. 

Rocco Stanko replacing Harold 
Beswick at Carman organ. 

Jim Begley flew to coast last week 
on fortnight summer respite. 

Harry Jordan back in town visit- 


show 


Joe 


|ing old friends at Trans-Lux. 


Phil Wolfson resigned last week 


from Monogram. No plans yet. 


Larry Mackey still bragging about | 
his new red, chrome-trimmed seats | 


at the Arcadia. 
Jules Faulk in town to Del! con- 


certs each week tod catch eas for) ! 
| give a series of recitals at the Odeon. | 


his Steel Pier presentations, 

Sympathy of show biz extended 
to booker Jolly Joyce on death of 
his brother last Friday (16). 

Mirror Room’s Dan Crawford, Jr.. 
and Connie Lee, dancer, due back 
in town soon following the honey- 
moon, 


ducer for Warners here. 

| Norman Loudon of Sound City 
| Films has launched a newsreel to be 
| known as National News, bringing 
ithe total in British up to six locals. 
'C. R. Snape is managing editor. 


Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 





The John Cecil Holms threw a big 





| party. : 
| Patsy Kelly vacationing at Shore- 
| haven. 


Mrs. Basil Rathbone near New 
Canaan. 
Sam Bodamo “back from New 
| Hampshire. 


Anna May Wong has taken a house 
|at New Canaan. 
| Downie Brothers Circus booked 
| into Bridgeport August 9. 

The John Andersons had a lunch- 
eon for Mrs. Pat Campbell. 

David Shelley, son of Buddy De- 
| Sylva, working in Skowhegan straw- 
| hat after visiting relatives here. 

Westbrook Pegler, George Bye and 
George Waldo drove over to Hyde 
Park to have luncheon with the 
| Roosevelts. 

Frances Farmer arrives here Fri- 
day for but three days of rehearsal 
before ‘At Mrs. Beams’ opens at 
Mount Kisko. 

Alberti DiGostiago, Lily Pons’ first 
teacher, here from Paris to coach 
star in “The Girl in the Cage,’ her 
next picture. 

Mrs. Ernst Donat feted by Matt 
Saunders after showing of ‘Knight 
Without Armor’ with her son Robert, 
at Poli’s Bridgeport. 

Lily Pons, Philip Dunning, John 
Anderson and Justin Sturm guests 





field County Association tomorrow. 


' 





| 
} 
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| Buenos Aires 


By Fred Marey 


| Bernard Baker, 
| of NBC, N. Y., here. 


musical director 


opening at the Coliseo, 
John B. Nathan, Paramount chief 
in Argentine, ill with influenza. 
Nicolai Orloff, Russian pianist, will 


j 


| Latin America, in town on inspection 
iu ip. 

Gran Rex, new 4.000-seat cinema, 
will open with ‘Libelled Lady’ 
1 (MGM). 

Carola Goya, Spanish dancer, ex- 





Autumn,’ which Basil Deal will pre- | 


'of honor at annual meeting of Fair- | 


Ralph Benatzky’s ‘White Horse Inn’ | ; 
| Bill Ruthart, Chicagoan, visiting his | 


fun Pinchev’ at the Ombu. 


| Leon Cherniavsky, violinist, will | 
n |make his first appearance this sea- | 
Fanny Holtzmann has moved over | 
to Pinewood, so as to be near the | 


son at the Ateneo next month. 


| Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Carcano. 
Marian Anderson, U. 
|singer, gave two of her 


| with record grosses. 
| Serge Lifar, Paris opera dancer, 
| will renounce his Colon engagement, 
having no time for it because he 
cannot fly to South America on the 
Zepp. 

New State Broadcasting Station 
LRA is to be inaugurated in the 


and cabinet members. Station will 
be operated by the Postoffice De- 
partment. 








of Princess theatre prior to Marcus | Margaret Kenmedy and Gregory | 


} 


New Haven 


| By Harold M. Bone 





Ben Cohen commuting to shore. 
George Reising vacationing from 
Par. 
| Sunday vaude bill up for hearing 


re, 

Bob Carney back 
vacash. 
| Bob Russell catching fish on his 
holidays. 
| Ben Cohen just wandering on hol- 
iday jaunt. 


from Ohio 





for Evansville, Ind. 


| Motoreycle crackup has Joe Lav- | 


| enduski on crutches, 


enduski on crutches. 
| Lillian Kaye hopped 
then off-to-Buffaloed. 

Richard Siegel instructing Unity 
Players dramatic school. 

Sunday vaude bill unopposed here. 

Norman Randall laying plans for 
August holiday. 

Milford: They gave Mrs. Pat 
Campbell an ovation opening night 
of ‘13th Chair.’ Lora Morris pro- 
moted to box office this year...Ruth 
Lane commuting from nearby farm 
...Rosemary Ames set for ‘Accent 
on Youth’ July 26, 

Madison: Brace Conning shifts 
from Stony Creek to here as director 
this year...Major Ranney Compton 
again at helm for Post Road Players 
...House has two tryouts set for 
Aug...Elizabeth Love due for sev- 
eral return dates this summer. 

Stony Creek: Richard Bender han- 
dling direction this year...Maurice 
Sarasohn and son again in charge of 
tickeis...Johnny Miller and Joe 
Dietle at backstage posts...‘Small 
Miracle’ current attraction...Papa 
Francis Joannes designs sets here, 
daughter Frances stage manages ’em. 

Guilford: Chapel Playhouse goes 
ritzy with cushioned seats...Mac 
Parker splits time between WICC 
and N. Y.-Guilford troupe. ..Arthur 
Hoyt baitling a frog in the throat... 
Jack Warren and Perey Helton 
staged cue-tossing contest in ‘Is Zat 
So?’... Douglas Gilmore heading cast 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
MGM club held annual picnic and 
wiener roast. 
| Max Roth, Republic district man- 
ager, in town. 

Moe Levy out on a tour of his 
Wib-Fox district. 

Northwest Allied has given up its 
Film Row quarters. 

‘Good Earth,’ which wasn't road- 
shown here, set for Minnesota 
Aug. 6. 

Sam Clark, WB exploiteer, here 
from Chicago to boost national trade 
screening. 

Eddie McErlane, WB head booker, 
vacationing at northern Minnesota 
lake resorts. 

Shep Fields’ orchestra to follow 
Lou Breese at Hotel Nicollet Minne- 
sota Terrace. 

Variety club to hold summer 
_ Sports’ Frolic at Breezy Point Lodge 
| Aug. 17 and 18. 

Harold Johnson, WB salesman 
spent half hour at Rush City lake 
|diving to bring up body of drowned 

man, 
i Iva Griffith, RKO secretary, re- 
|covering from major operation, but 
}must remain in hospital for three 
more weeks, 

















|uncle, W. H. Workman, MGM ex- 

lchange manager, prior to 

MGM Milwaukee branch. 
First 


'Paul A. A. teams drew capacity 
crowds in both Twin Cities. 

| Art Ableson of Eddie Ruben man- 
jagerial staff fully recovered 
‘operation at the Mayo clinic, 
| Rochester, and back on job again. 


MGM gave a private performance 
| of ‘The Good Earth’ to the Argentine | 
S. Negro 


six an-| top Metroites. 
Lou Wolfson renting a house in| nounced recitals at the Politeama | 


presence of President General Justo 


Nate Rubin quits the. home town | 


William Goetz back from biz jour- 


ney abroad. 


Phil Regan looking for a Beverly 
| Hills hearth, 


Bing Crosby sprained an 
playing tennis. 
| Laszlo Willinger lensing sittings of 


ankle 


| Raymond Moley and Will H. Hays 
| had a chinfest, 

Warren William back from 
| bounding main. 


| Wallace Beery tlew his ship in 
from New York. 

Bing Crosby's new coat looks like 
a Hawaiian sunset. 

Mark Sandrich winged in from Eu- 
ropean wanderings. 
| George Brent, nee George Nolan, 
;now a U. S. citizen. 
| Craig Reynolds new mansion is 
atop Hollywood hills. 
| Marco back from Honolulu to start 
his U producing pact. 

Gene Autry did a guester p.a. with 
Rudy Vallee in Dallas. 

Irene Hervey had her riding nag 
trailered to Arrowhead. 

Virginia Walker, Boston deb and 
model, taking fling at films. 

Harry Rackin moved in as assist- 
ant studio boss at Republic. 

Margaret Booth going to London 
| to join the Metro contingent. 

Col. Michael Frieday of Newark 
and Universal looking around. 

William Powell stricken ill on the 
| ‘Double Wedding’ set at Metro. 

W. J. Makin, editor of London 
Screen Pictorial, monocling the lots. 

J. Carroll Naish sliced his thumb 
|breaking a window in ‘Bulldog Drum- 


the 





Motorcycle crackup put Joe Lav- | mond.’ 


Clifford Odets completed Para- 


in briefly, ‘aaa scribbling chores and bowed 


off the lot. 
Clarence Brown tossed a party at 


j his rancho for the ‘Madame Walew- 


ska’ mob. 

Edward Arnold progressed from 
wheel chair to crutches with his 
sprained kneecap. 

Metro added Albert Mahler, for- 
mer prizefighting thrush from Philly, 
to its contract list. 

The Frank Lloyds, 25 years wed, 
were reminded by daughter Alma 
with a surprise party. 

Gene Austin starting 10-week p.a. 
tour before starting first musical 
galloper for Maurice Conn. 

Lawrence de Neufville of the New 
York Reuters office guest here of 
Leo Fuller, London News-Chronicle. 

Brandon Tynan, who came here 





for ‘Parnell,’ has settled down 
permanently and is set for two more 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 








Eddie Martins home from Miami 
for couple of months of resting. 
Harry Seed’s frau has left for Cal- 
ifornia and a six-week vacation. 
George Lazard on job again at 
Nixon cafe after tonsil-yanking. 
Rae Russell off to Washington for 
convention of dancing teachers. 


| ‘Tom and Elmer Kenyon have gone 


to Bermuda for month’s vacation. 
Pittsburgh Playhouse has set Oc- 





| 


Steve Androlina will boss 


tober 26 for opening of ’37-38 sea- 
son. 

George W. Weeks coming to town 
with a print of GB’s ‘King Solomon's 
Mines.’ 
the 
Plaza cafe when it reopens in Sep- 
tember. 

Dick Stabile brought his fiancee, 


|Gracie Barrie, here to celebrate her 


birthday. 

Dave Broudy and Herman Middle- 
man have resumed their 10-year-old 
golf feud. 

Tom Fisher playing lead in ‘Hell 
Bent for Heaven’ at South Park 
Playhouse. 

Joe Blowitz quitting WB mana- 
gerial staff shortly to make his home 
on the Coast. 

Polly Rowles has returned to Hol- 
lywood after two weeks with her 
parents here, 





joining | 


es ; | 
professional night baseball 
Jack Segal, Columbia executive for | games between Minneapolis and St. | 


from | only 


Carl Case spending summer di- 
recting dramatists at University of 
| Wisconsin theatre. 

Jimmy Balmer helped his parents 
|celebrate their golden anniversary 
over the week-end. 

Harry Martin, Sally Rand’s per- 
;sonal manager, resting here for 
} month with his folks. 

Roy Rowes stopped for short visit 
on way back to Burgaw, N. C., from 
| New England vacation. 

Woody Herman’s ma and pa have 
gone back to Milwaukee after visit 
| with the young maestro. 

Margot Barclay and John Mce- 

Quade summer-stocking on Long Is- 
land and at Hartford, Conn. 

Freeman Hammond making his 
appearance of summer at 
| Keene, N. H., this week in "Labur- 
jnum Grove.’ 
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OBITUARIES 


FRANK MONROE 

Frank Monroe, well known char-. 
acter actor, died in the Southside) 
Hospital at Bayshore, L. L, June 19, ! 
from a complication of diseases, 


In 1884 he made his first stage ap- 
pearance in Baltimore, Md., in ‘East 
Lynn,’ he played in Kirke La Shelles 
production of “The Virginian’ and 
in ‘Checkers’ for several seasons, and 
was with James A, Herne in ‘Sag | 
Harbor.’ His greatest success was 
achieved as the detective in the | 
original production of Paul Arm- 
strong’s ‘Alias Jimmy Valentine.’ 

Mr. Monroe had recently become 
a guest of the Percy Williams Home | 
at East Islip, Long Island. 

Funeral services under the aus- | 
pices of the Actors’ Fund of America 
will be held tomorrow (Thursday ). 
Interment in the Fund Pilot in Ken- 
sico. 





' 





WILLIAM MILLMAN 
William L’Estrange Millman, 54, | 
stage and screen actor, died in Hol- 
lywood, Cal., July 19, after a brief 
illness 


Millman had appeared on the | 
legitimate stage for a number of 
years before going into pictures, 
having appeared in support of Wil- 
liam Faversham, Julia Marlowe and 
others on the New York stage. His 
last legit appearance was with Tal- 
lulah Bankhead in ‘Forsaking All 
Others.’ He had been in pictures 
about three years with ‘Silent Bar- 
riers,’ produced by Gaumont British, 
having been his last screen assign- 
ment. 


Body will be sent to Toronto, Can- 


ada, for burial. He is survived by 
two brothers and sisters. 








FREDERICK McCLELLAN 
Frederick W. McClellan, 68, died 
suddenly at the home of a daughter, 
at Akron, O., July 16, from a heart 
attack. 


After a long career in New York 
during which he had been manager 
of Luna Park at Coney Island and 
the Hippodrome theatre, Mr. Mc- 
Clellan had gone to Hollywood 
where he had been engaged for the 
past 15 years in publicity and ex- 
ploitation work. He retired two 
years ago, 

His wife Amelia K., a daughter 
and a sister survive him. 





HARRY (DOC) SLOAN 

Harry (Doc) Sloan, 65, outdoor 
showman, died July 5 at his home 
at Youngstown, O., after a lingering 
illness. He had been identified with 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey, 
Hagenbeck-Wallace, Cole Bros., Col. 
Francis Ferari, Sells-Floto and other 
circuses, 


He spent many years with dra- 
matic shows and was a pioneer in 
motion pictures. He played for 
Marcus Loew, Vitagraph, Biograph, 
D. W. Griffith and Mack Sennett. 
For many years recently he had 
operated a small medicine company. 





WILLIAM R. TRIFTS 

William R. Trifts, for 28 years in 
charge of electrical work for the 
F. G. Spencer chain of picture 
houses in the maritime provinces, 
and for 21 years in charge of electri- 
cal work for the St. John Exhibition 
Association, sponsoring the annual 
St. John fair, died recently at St. 
John, N. B., dying several days after 
surgical treatment. 





ADOLPH HIRSCHBERG 

Adolph Hirschberg, 59, president 
of the Philadelphia local, American 
Federation of Musicians, for six 
years, and veteran labor leader, died 
in Mt. Sinai Hospital, Philadelphia, 
Saturday (17), of a throat infection. 

He probably was the best known 
laborite in the city. For 15 succes- 
sive terms he headed the Central 
Labor Union and for 30 years held 
office in the A. F. of M, 





H. W. AKERS 


H. W. Akers, 75, manager of th 
e © | cashier at Craig Beach Park, Dia- | 


Tabor and other Denver theatres 
for years, died at his home in Den- 
ver, following an illness of several 
months. He had been retired since 
1927. 

He is survived by his wife, a son 
and grandson, Funeral and burial in 
Denver. 

EDWARD J. MOORE 

Edward J. Moore, 68, retired vaude 
actor, died July 18, in Municipal 
hospital, Rochester. 

He was on big time 30 years, as 
single in comedy dance act, in part- 


HERE AND THERE 


(Continued from page 49) 





cretion of judge as to whether or not 


nership with Caster Staley as Moore | him. 


and Staley and with Six American 
Dancers. He leaves no near rela- 
tives. 








Ralph Atlass, WIND-WJJD, Chi 
indie stations head, to Washington 





MORRIS P. HAFEY 
Morris P. Hafey, 64, former circus 
driver, died July 7 at his home, Co- 
lumbus, O., after an extended ill- 


| ness. 


For many years he drove a 10-| 
horse hitch with Sells Bros., Barnum 
& Bailey and Ringling Bros. circuses. 





BILL MOOSE 
Bill Moose, lacking only two 
months of being 100 years old, last 
member of the Wyandotte tribe in 
Ohio, died July 11 at the Franklin | 
county home, near Columbus, O. 
He traveled with the Sells Bros. | 
circus for nine seasons. 





WILLIAM HAYES | 


William Hayes, 50, veteran cow- | 





for conferences last week. 





Pickard Family replacing Ridge | 


| Runners for month on Drug Trade would be a mellowing scene in con- 
| Products 90-minute daily WJJD pro- 


gram. 

Dorothy Bushey and Pat Haley 
have started a new series of vocal 
novelty sustainers on KDKA, Pitts- 


' burgh, with Bernie Armstrong, Miss 


Bushey’s husband, at the organ. 





Bob Jemis, former advertising 
agency executive, has joined the 
sales staff of WWSW, Pittsburgh. 





Walt Framer back from month’s 
vacation in California and resum- 
ing his Show-Shopper sustainer on 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, and his Curb- 


law, which leaves decision to dis- | 


an offender’s car shall be taken from | 


————— 





Summer 





ae 


Theatres 





(Continued from page 64) 

i she apologize to Erlich, and in des- 
peration blurts out that he is 
Judith’s real father. Curtain at this 
| point is exactly the punctuation 
i suited to the situation, but it leaves 
one with the expectation that there 
are bigger things to come. Unfor- 
!'tunately there are not. 

One might suppose that there 





;eclusion which might preach racial 
| tolerance. Cleverly developed in the 
| third act, this theme might give the 
| piece the punch of greatness it now 


cks. 

| Judith tells Donald she is a love- 
|child and he accepts it like a true 
| gentleman. He also wants to accept 
an attractive business offer from 
Erlich, even under the circum- 
|stances. This is the last straw for 
Judith, who quits the household and 
runs to her married lover at the 
final curtain. 

Both Miss King and Moore handle 
their roles very well; Mary Young, 
as Judith’s mother, is perfectly cast, 
but she and others had to improvise 
lines at times to surmount opening 
night pitfalls. William P. Carlson is 


boy actor, died suddenly of a heart! stone Cash and Warner Brothers’! convincing as the grumpy father 


attack at Paramount studio in Holly- 
wood, July 13. 
He was stricken just after he had | 


signed a contract to appear in| 
studio’s ‘Wells Fargo.’ 
July 16. 





JOE WEBER 
Joe Weber, 57, vaude 
nephew of Joe Weber (Weber and 
Fields), died in Hollywood July 12. 
Funeral was July 15, burial in 
Hollywood Cemetery. 





W. -F. MINTER 
W. F. Minter, 45, film actor, died 
July 13 in Los Angeles. He had 
been in pictures 15 years. 





DAVE CULLUM 
Dave Cullum, carnival man, was 
killed in an auto accident at Aiken, 
S. C.,.last week. 





ANGEL MENTASTI 
Angel Mentasti, 63, owner and 
manager of the Film production 
company ‘Argentina Sono Film,’ 
died in Buenos Aires, at the end of 
June. He may be called the found- 
er of this Argentine Film Company. 





MARRIAGES 


Marie O’Leary to Paul Weather- 
wax, Paramount cutter, July 17 in 
Las Vegas, Nev. 

Natalie Draper to Tom Brown, film 
player, aboard yacht beyond 12-mile 
limit off Wilmington, Calif. July 4. 
First marriage for both. 

Jean Perrin to Gene Howell in 
Denver, Colo. Bride is with United 
Artists Exchange. 


Sybil Ashby to James C. Douglas, 
July 31 in Omaha, Neb. Groom is 
assistant manager of WAAW. 


Evelyn Mason to Fred Gilmore, 
Aug. 6 in Omaha, Neb. Bride was 
connected with WOW. 


Walter Forster, mikeman at WIL, 
St. Louis, to Lydia Krikle, non-pro. 
Forster, a Lutheran minister, is 
working for an LL.D. degree at 
Washington U between times at 
WIL’s mike. ° 

Virginia Cummings, secretary in 
Paramount publicity office, to John 
Clarke, news editor at KNX (Holly- 
wood) July 13 in Las Vegas, Nev. 


Janet Fargo to ‘Buck’ Gunn, in 
Chicago, July 14. Groom is radio 
producer for J. Walter Thompson, 
and bride is continuity writer for 
WBBM, Chicago. 

Frances Duffey to J. Ray Conlan, 
July 10, in Reno, Nev. Groom is a 
salesman at KYA, San Francisco. 

Lynne Carver to Nicholas Nay- 
fack at Yuma, Ariz., July 18. Bride 
is film actress under contract to 
Metro. Groom is assistant to Louis 
B. Mayer at Metro and a nephew 
of Joe and Nick Schenck, 


Betty Scott, Paterson, N. J., to 
Robert K. Meyer, of Kent, O., July 





3, at Cleveland, O. The bride is a 


| mond, and the groom trumpet player 
|in George Williams’ band. 


Margaret O'Connor to William Mc- | 
| Caffrey in New York, July 16. Bride | 
|is secretary to John Royal, NBC | 


| program chief; groom is partner in 
|the talent agency firm of Hesse & 
McCaffrey. 


Mary Frances Kitchell to Clarence 
|S. Bull, Riverside, Calif, July 19. 
Groom is Metro portrait fotog. 


Helen Anne McAdoo to Louis E. | 


| Jennings, Gardnerville, Nev., July 
117. Groom is film cameraman, 


Burial was| WJAS, Pittsburgh, 


| 
actor, | 


commercials on WWSW. 


Beckley Smith back on the job 
newscasting for Kaufmann’s. on 
after spending 
couple of weeks with his boss, H. 
J. Brennen, on Lake Erie. 





Bobby Brown, WBBM, Chi Co- 
lumbia key, program director, off to 
Europe with the missus. 





Sherman Ellis joining the WBBM 
Chicago program department. For- 
merly with Princeton U. student 
body. 





John Fitzgerald, CBS _ special 
events chief, to Chicago for confer- 
ence before Wisconsin rest. 





Frank Rand, CBS mid-west pub- 
licity head, visiting the Boston 
homestead for two weeks. 





Radie Harris vacashing on Coast. 





Ireene Wicker living in Connecti- 
cut and commuting during summer 
for her ‘Singing Lady’ (Kellogg) 
program over NBC. 





Robert J. Stephenson new mike- 
man at WHN, N. Y. Hails from 
WNBF, Binghamton. 





Thomas L. McFadden, of NBC’s 
New York staff, is back again at 
WGY to handle Esso News Flashes 
during the vacation of Bill Mee- 
nam, 





CIRC, Winnipeg, thrown off the 
air, and all street car traffic stopped 
in Winnipeg, for nearly an hour on 
Monday, July 12. 





Donald Flamm, WMCA, N. Y., 
prez, back from his European tour. 





Thelma J. MeNiel, staff pianist of 
WFBL, Syracuse, and Jack Curran, 
announcer, are to be married the first 
week in August. 





Edna Sellers doing the WGN- 
Libby McNeil Saturday morning or- 
gan 15-minutes. 





George Halleys (KMBC national 
program rep) celebrating their 21st 
wedding anniversary. 





‘The Family Man,’ WTMV E. St. 
Louis Number One a. m. show, 
scripted and broadcast: by Woody 
Klose, suspended for summer on 
Sat. (17). ‘ 


/ 





George A. Barton, Jr., formerly 
with WBBM, Chicago, added to pro- 
duction staff at KMOX, St. Louis. 





Bill Bailey, NBC announcer, back 
at the mike after an appendectomy. 








Carroll J. Schuepbach, Jr., Okla- 
homa City, moved to KLZ, Denver, 
commercial department, 


| 





| Frank Quinn, sales manager KLZ, 
| Denver, is vacationing on the west 
coast, 





Leona Marcille, songstress form- 
erly -at WNLC, New London, and 
WICC, Bridgeport, signed as vocal- 
ist with Henry Biagini’s orchestra. 





Col, 
balalaika 
debut at 
Sunday. 


Luke Bakootas’ 25-piece 
juve orchestra making 
WICC, Bridgeport, next 





Donald Thompson, production man- 
ager and director of the Playhouse 
for WHO, Des Moines, is combining 
a vacation in New York City and a 





living off the money of his mother- 

in-law, played by May Buckley. 
Single set by Vernon Coleman 

okay. Fox. 


MARRIAGE ROYAL 


Dennis, Mass.. July 13. 

| Play in three acts (four scenes) by Rob- 
ert Wallisten. Staged by Arthur Sircom; 
settings, Eugene CC. Fitsch. Presented by 
Raymond Moore at Cape Playhouse, Den- 
nis, Mass., July 13, '37. 


COROED s o.0.05.0 05 0ckeensseende Dudley Hawley 
TMOTOSOG. cbc ccteccsvecncverece Philip Huston 
Von Bruehlstein.........+. Edward Fielding 
Empress Theresa.......... Margaret Anglin 
Archduke Franz Leopold..Robert Wallsten 
ye CS errr rer re rr ry oe Tamara 
DE we ydesdtheaeeaseseetes Constance Field 
eee DIORA RGE oo 0 k0ss iccsnce Herbert Yost 
} 6 PTT Tet ee Otto Hulett 
Princess Yoanna Beatrice..... Martha Scott 
LMCKCYS. cccccese Fred Sears, Harvey Welch 





In spite of unfortunate. circum- 
stances attending its debut, ‘Marriage 
Royal’ emerges as a play of some 
merit. 


Opening was postponed because of 
the star’s indisposition. Miss Anglin 
had been rehearsing ‘Marriage’ and 
at the same time appearing in ‘Re- 
treat from Folly,’ an a~rangement 
which required heavy commuting. 
The strain was a little too great, and 
there is no doubt that her perform- 
ance will gain in smoothness when 
her lines are thoroughly mastered. 
Premiere found her occasionally at 
a loss, with other members of the 
cast throwing dialog her way. Open- 
ing night was also disrupted by fail- 
ure of the lighting system, which 
plunged the playhouse into darkness. 
Tamara, appearing as a young ro- 
mantic lead, stepped into the breach 
by singing ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes,’ her tune from ‘Roberta.’ Later, 
when Miss Anglin had a_ speech 
about the lighting effects planned for 
a grand ball, the parallel sent her— 
and the audience—into giggles. 


Customers thoroughly enjoyed the 
casualness of the vroceedings and 
warmed up to the show. Thus ‘Mar- 
riage Royal’ did not fare so badly 
as it might have. 


Chief fault, apart from production 
mishaps, is the utter banality of the 
plot. It is the old, old mythical 
kingdom story. Heir to e throne is 
forced to give up the girl he loves 
to marry a neighboring princess, all 
for reasons of state. 


Author’s approach is new, how- 
ever. Action is laid in the present 
day, and the rulers are shown to be 
puppets of an upstart dictator. Hero 
is an exile from his own country, 
and the marriage will bring him 
back to the throne—but only as a 
cardboard emperor who must obey 
the dictator’s commands. Conse- 
quently, his sacrifice of true love 
can be little more than a grand 
gesture, without actual significance. 
As _ a study of modern monarchs, 
futile creatures without a vestige of 
former dignity, ‘Marriage Royal’ may 
be considered a play worth writing. 
But Robert Wallsten has erred in 
using such a threadbare plot to illus- 
trate his theme. While the implica- 





scouting trip for new productions 
for the Playhouse. 





Reginald Malcolm, straw-hatting in 
Milford, Conn., spotted in weekly 
‘Stories of the Theatre’ series at 
WICC, Bridgeport. 





Al Marrote, tenor, set at WNLC, 
New London, Conn. 





Mary O'Keefe, sister of Walter, 
secretary to Cedric W. Foster, man- 
ager at WTKT, Hartford. 





Dayle Farnsworth (Lillian Zieg- 
feld) has returned to WCOL, Colum- 
bus, with her Hollywood chatter pro- 
gram. 





Dave Berk, formerly a booking 
agent, has been added to WDAS, 
Philly, sales staff. 











tions may be fresh, the situations 
are exactly the opposite. 

In every other respect, however 
Wallsten has done an admirable job’ 
Dialog and characterization are ex. 
cellent. If he chooses a more nove] 
premise for his next play, he should 
turn out a script of major interest. 

Wallsten himself enacts the role of 
the hapless royal romancer. He is 
very much at ease. Tamara makes 
an attractive vis-a-vis. She intro- 
duces a song, ‘I Smile in My Sleep,’ 
composed by Richardson Myers and 
Edward Heyman. It’s a tune which 
seems destined for popularity 
whether or not ‘Marriage Royal!’ 
reaches Broadway. In addition to 
Miss Anglin’s contribution as the 
empress mother, there are highly 
satisfying portrayals in other impor. 
tant parts by Philip Huston, Edward 
Fielding, Herbert Yost, Otto Hulett 
and Martha Scott, all of whom have 
been skilfully directed by Arthur 
Sircom. 

Eugene C. Fitsch has delivered 
two decorative settings which cap- 
ture the regal atmosphere of the 
script. Paul, 





Busman’s Honeymoon 
Westport, Conn., July 19. 


Day Tuttle and Richard Skinner present 
comedy in three acts by Dorothy Sayers 
and M. St. Clare Byrne; staged by Donald 
Blackwell; settings. John Koenig: at 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., week 
July 19, '37. 

Bip. Meee os Seseccccocsase Victor Beecroft 
Bunter ...ccccccscesseces Clarence Derwent 
Mrs. Ruggles....... ‘Lillian Brennard Tonge 
FROETISE ew carcrcdsoccecevescs Valerie Cossart 
Lord Peter Wimsey ..........6¢ John Emery 
Miss Twitterton .......... Mildred Natwick 
Frank Crutchley .......... Edmond O’Brien 
Rev. Simon Goodacre..... St. Clair Bayfield 
BM. MOBPIGS  .cicvecisvecrreveveces Will Lee 
Constable Sellon .......+e0.. Kendall Clark 
Sunverintendent Clark....... Francis Pierlot 
GOOTHO cececccccvcccseccecess Fred Honchar 
SL: can ke Rab Se ans 58 0808s Jules Bricken 





Whodunits are rarely performed 
in summer stock, though they were 
standard fare in the days of estab- 
lished winter companies. Tryout of 
a new mvysterv play is therefore a 
novelty. But ‘Busman’s Honeymoon’ 
is not very exciting news, outside 
of being the first original mystery 
unfolded in several summers. 

Based on a series of magazine 
stories. in which Lord Peter Wimsey 
is the central figure, it is slow-mov- 
ing and heavy with conversation. 
While it has definite possibilities as 
a motion picture, it is not Broadway 
material. Which is too bad in a 
way, for the method of extermina- 
tion employed by the menace is 
amusingly familiar, yet unthought of. 


Old man Noces was definitely a 
person in his English village. He 
was able to borrow the savings of 
many of his neighbors, but was 
severe with those who earned their 
money. Certainly there was reason 
for his violent death, especially after 
the shakiness of his various enter- 
prises had become known. Lord 
Peter Wimsey had owned his house 
for several days when the old man’s 
body was discovered in the base- 
ment, his head mashed in. Since 
Lord Wimsey was something of & 
sleuth back in London, it is natural 
that he pitch in and help the local 
constabulary in its investigation. 

Guilt points to a spinster niece 
who could have wed had she pos- 
sessed the estate to which she was 
legally heir. Developments almost 
convict the woman. Then Lord 
Wimsey, with the help of the vicar, 
swings a hanging plant back and 
forth and suddenly comes upon. the 
fact that a blow of the plant, cor- 
rectly aimed, and with the flowerpot 
loaded with lead, could floor anyone. 
Lord Wimsey proves that he is right 
in a scene which has considerable 
dramatic effect. 

Meantime there has been a lot of 
speculation about the crime, with 
most hands sitting around to offer 
their explanations. This is all right, 
but does not provide the second act 
uproar one has a right to expect in 
a mystery. 

Third act is easily the best and 
gives the actors their best opportu- 
nities. Here Mildred Natwick, as the 
spinster niece, is able to put over the 
tricks which have made her the out- 
standing selection for such a role. 

Ranking with Miss Natwick, in the 
local engagement, is John Emery, 
back from Hollywood, as Lord Wim- 
sey. Emery knows all the devices 
of an actor in the classical school 

Valerie Cossart, is the pretty bride 
whose honeymoon jis interrupted by 
the murder, and Lillian Brennard 
Tonge is her serving woman. St. 
Clair gets laughs as the visiting vicar 
and there are other good character- 
izations, Doul. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Bob Cunningham, 
daughter, June 24 in Omaha, Neb. 
Father is program director at KOIL. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Miskell, daugh- 
ter, in Omaha. Father is manager of 
Orpheum, Omaha. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert O’Brien, 
a daughter. Father’s commercial 
manager at WTMT, Hartford. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Krantz, 
son, in New York, July 13. Father is 
stage manager and actor in ‘Having 
Wonderful Time,’ at Lyceum, N. Y. 
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WHAT THEY THINK 











How ‘Swance’ Was Born 


Editor, VARIETY: 
New York, July 17. 


, may be interested to publish 
— rg late George Gershwin 
wrote his first big song hit, ‘Swanee, 
and incidentally, his favorite com- 
position. 

Early in 1934, I was appearing in 
a radio series with George on Sta- 
tion WJZ. We had an hour to spend 
pefore the re-broadcast and I sug- 
gested we £0 out for a bite to eat. 
Over the coffee cups I asked him 
how he happened to write ‘Swanee.’ 
Gershwin told me that in 1920 he 
was riding up Riverside Drive in 
New York on top of a bus with 
Irving Caesar, the lyricist. They 
were talking over a song idea when 
Caesar suggested ‘Swanee’ as a title. 
George said the word fascinated him” 
and that he couldn’t wait to get a 
piano to set music to that word. 
When he did, he said he finished the 
entire song in a little over an hour. 

The song was first heard at the 
opening of the Capitol theatre in 
N. Y., in the Ned Wayburn revue. 
Gershwin told me ‘Swanee’ was 
liked but that it made no great im- 
pression until a year later when Al 
Jolson chanced upon it and sang it. 

From then on, ‘Swanee’ penetrated 
to the four corners of the earth. 
Laddy Cliff sang it in London, Harry 
Pilcer in Paris, and I can’t spell the 
name of the fellow who introduced 
it in Russia. Anyhow, here you 
have it, the history of the song that 
started on Riverside Drive and then 
went for a trip around the world. 


Arthur Boran. 


Radio’s Boons 
Milwaukee, July 14. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

So Maestro Richard Himber (or 
his p.a.) has taken up verbal arms | 
against those who point accusing 
fingers at ‘Ole Marse Radio’ and cry, 
‘assassin of sheet music.’ Batoneer 
Himber (or his p.a.) attempts to 
swing the accusations towards the 
silver screen. 

What they say about some of the 
film ditties is right as they do cover | 
a specific incident in a picture that | 
many of the radio audience may not | 
see. 


If you don’t mind another theory 
anent the downfall of sheet music 





sales, my humble offering is the age- 
less economic problem. The same 
economic bugaboo that has started 
all the revolutions and wars through- 
out the ages. 


Take stock of the lean depression 
years. How many honorable citizens 
could stretch the meager salaries for 
the price of a piano or any other 
musical instrument? How many 
family budgets could stand the 
strain of music lessons for Sis or 
Brother? With no instruments to 
play and no learnihg, why shoot 35c. 
a copy for a sheet of music that 
would be favorite listening for a 
few weeks? 


Even in pre-depression days, it 
meant a bit of scrimping on lunch 
money to keep a fresh supply of cur- 
rent hits. How many of the sensa- 
tions of that time have attained im- 
mortality? 

How about taking account of the 
publishers, who make no attempt to 
seli the music, satisfied with the 
revenue received from broadcasts on 
that terrible thing called radio. I’d 
gladly join the fight against those 
who malign radio instead of singing 
its praises for educating the mil- 
lions to truly appreciate music of all 
types. 

The fafmer in his overalls is now 
privileged to hear Stokowski, Dr. 
Black, Iturbi, Heifetz and our great- 
est artists along with the be-ermined 
and be-jeweled society. 

Radio may not make millionaires 
of songwriters but it brings immeas- 
urable happiness to the blind, the 
invalids, the poor man without the 
price of personal visitations to con- 
certs and theatres and the millions 
in remote corners of the country. 

Vivian M. Gardner, 


Teddy Hart Protests 
Editor, Variety: 
New York, July 16, 

Please correct item in Radie Har- 
ris’ column in Thursday’s Daily 
Variety to the effect I considered 
suing Paramount. Ridiculous rumor. 
Relations: with Paramount very cor- 
dial. 

Enjoyed working with them and 
believe Miss Harris’ misstatement 
both harmful and unfair. Thanxs. 

Teddy Hart. 





(Refers to chatter item that Teddy 
Hart received $500 from Par for one 
week’s work in ‘Hotel Haywire,’ but 
got no billing.) 





FRISCO FAIR PROMISED 
EXHIBS FROM 23 STATES 


San Francisco, July 20. 

Already 23 states have taken leg- 
islative action to be represented with 
exhibits on Treasure Island, San 
Francisco Bay site of the 1939 
World's Fair of the West, according 
to announcement made by fair execs 
last week. 

Oregon, the first state to sign a 
Space contract at the 1915 Panama- 
Pacific Exposition at San Francisco, 


is the first state to have its contract 
for space in the Hall of Western 
States approved by the 1939 exposi- 
tion officials. 

States having made appropriations 
are: California, $5,000,000; Arizona, 
$15,000; Nevada, $25,000; Utah, 
$25,000; Illinois, $100,000; Missouri, 
$100,000; and Wisconsin, $2,500. 

The following states have either 
appointed commissions or authorized 
other state agencies to function as 








such: Montana, New Mexico, Wyom- | 
ing, Arkansas, Florida, iowa, North | 
Carolina, Colorado, Michigan, Texas | 
and Okiahoma. 

Frank Y. McLaughlin, Director of | 
Exhibits and Concessions for the ex- | 
Position, announced last week that | 
more than $370,000 worth of exhibit | 
space had been sold during the past 
three months. 








Circus Routes 





Week of July 26 
Barnes-Sells-Floto 


qiteat Falls, Mont., 26; Havre. 27: 
Glasgow, 2X; Wiltiston, N. D., 29; Minot, j 
°9; Fargo, 31- 


; Grand Forks, Aug. 1. | 
Cole-Beatty-Maynard 
Jocincoln, Neb., 26: Falls City, 27; St. | 
Bet P>, Mo, 28; Tepeka, Kans., 29; | 
“peria, 30; Hutchinson, 31. | 
Ringling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey 


Minneapolis. 
Mona, 2 


"Aug. &, 


Minn., 26-27; St. Paul, 28; 
30; Chicage 


Mudisen, Wis, go, 


Soft for Endurancer, 
Village Becomes Pard 


Minneapolis, July 20. 

Because the village of Crystal, lo- 
cal suburb, needs the money, its of- 
ficials refuse to stop the dance mara- 
thon: there, despite complaints pro- 
testing against all-night carousing of 
patrons. The village actually is in 
partnership with the promoters, as 
it receives a liberal percentage of 
the gross. The village council has a 
special representative at the gate 
and the village treasurer makes a 
daily trip to the marathon to check 
up and collect the municipality's 
share of the receipts. 

In order to comply with the state 
anti-marathon law, the show oper- 
ates only 23 hours each day, con- 
testants being given an hour off for 
rest in the morning. Five Negro em- 
ployes quit the marathon claiming 
they have not been paid promised 
wages. They asked the Crystal au- 
thorities to defray their transporta- 
tion home. 


Tyler With Wallace Trick 


Los Angeles. July 20. 
Tom Tvler, Victory Pictures west- 
ern star. is on an 18-week leave to 
tour with Wallace Bros. circus. 
Tyler replaced Hoot Gibson, mak- 
ing his first appearance in Toma- 
hawk, Wis., July 17. 


Might Try An Agent 
Charlotte. N. C., July 20. 

Clowns must all be working with 
the touring circuses and the organ 
grinders with their monkeys must be 
vacationing in ltaly—anyhow, John 
W. Harden, Charlotte News column- 
been able to find either 
variety of show life. 

He has been trving to locate some 
clowns and an organ grinder and 





bk acr + 
ist, hasnt 


| monk for a large department store 
that has considerable work in mind | 


for them, of a promotional nature. 
But despite toots in his daily Snap- 
shots column. none has appeared to 
take the booking. 





RINGLING SHOW 
TO STAY EAST 


Mansfield, O., July 20. 
There will be no west coast tour 
for the Ringling Bros.-Barnum & 
Bailey circus this season, Samuel P. 
Gumpertz, 





general manager, an- 
nounced here. He asserted the show 
would go no farther west than 


Omaha and would go southwest only 
far enough to play some of Texas, 
then confine the balance of its 
current tour to the south and the 
cotton country, closing about the 
middle of November, not far from 
winter quarters in Florida. 


Starting last Sunday at Dover, O., 
the big show will play about ten 
consecutive Sundays while moving 
through the Middlewest. 


Dover O., smallest town on the 
1937 itinerary played Sunday, July 
11, gave the show better than $14,000 
gross, which beat laying off in 
Pittsburgh. 





CARNEYS KILLING PARKS 


Pennsy Parks Take It on the Chin 
from Auspices 








Lancaster, Pa., July 20. 
Regular amusement parks in this 
section are taking it on the chin 
plenty this season due to what they 


term unfair competition from carney 
spots, which are running high, wide 
and handsome. 

Things reached a point this week 
where Maple Grove, oldest and 
probably the best equipped park, cut 
down on amusement crews and hung 
out a sign ‘Maple Grove Trailer 
Camp.’ 

New fads in outdoor entertainment, 
running toward old variety theatre 
lines, have been cutting deep for 
past three years, making the park 
depend on swimming pools, boxing 
arenas and midget race tracks for 
their revenue. 

Chief kick is that the regulation is 
unfair. While the law keeps a sharp 
eye on park attractions and a heavy 
hand on the till, the carnival and 
festival boys do as they please and 
keep all the profits for themselves. 

Chief among park competitors are 
small town fire companies who aie 
carnival specialists, throwing three 
or four events each summer, each 
cracking down on the parks because 
of the give-aways. Past week, which 
should have been a good one for 
the parks, was a double zero at the 
box office because five fire com- 
panies in suburban towns picked on 
the week for carnivals and gave 
away as many new cars as door 
prizes. 





lowa Bull Fight 


Des Moines, July 20. 


The Iowa state fair fs planning 
another bullfight on the rodeo pro- 
gram Aug. 27, 28 and 29. The news 
bureau claims this year’s exhibition 
will be entirely different from the 
one staged at the 1933 fair at which 
time the bull showed s» little en- 
thusiasm the spectators felt they had 
been cheated out of the Mobel peace 
prize. The bureau also claims that 
this year’s fair will see the noted 
toreador, Juan Villa Gonzales. 

Bullfight in 1933 was handicapped 
to some extent by the proiests of 
the Iowa Humane Society and other 
organizations, which have not yet ex- 
pressed opinions on the announced 
plan for this year’s rodeo headliner, 








Barron's Animals Stranded 
Easton, Pa.. July 20. 

Albert Barron, anima! trainer and 
one time head of a circus that bore | 


his name, became stranded at Somer- | 


ville, mear here, last week, sur-| 
rounded by his ponies, goats wad 
dogs. 

Barron was stranded when the} 
circus he was with folded up. He! 
asked the aid of police in geiting} 


him out of the town to other spots | 
whehe he has engagernents. 


Getting Ambitious | 
Lancaster, Pa., July 290. 
Lebseltsers Grove, nearby outdoor 


| wire supported a high pole 


| Wilds, also of the Al G. Fietvds and 


Sues on Aerial Accident 


London, Can., July 20. 

Lawsuit involving the alleged 
breaking of a guy wire supporting a 
high pole upon which the Race 
Bros. did their serial trapeze feats 
before the grandstand at the Western 
Fair here last year, has been started 
in the local courts. 

George A. Hamid, Inc., of New 
York, which provided the grand- 
stand entertainment at the last fair, 
is suing Joseph A. and George C. 
Raymond and Raymond Bros., and 
also Arthur Helm, a trucker, all of 
this city. 

George L. Mitchell, lawyer for the 
entertainment company, asserts that 
the guy wire was broken by a truck 
on the night of Sept. 19. The guy 
from 
which aerial trapeze equipment was 
suspended. 





DALLAS CUTS EXPENSES 
IN HOPE OF BLACK INK 


Dallas, July 20. 

The Dallas exposition continued 
its retrenchment activities last week 
toward getting its expenses in line 
with income. Salaries were slashed 
from 10-33% and the _ personnel 
was pruned to some extent. 

Officials sought some way to hypo 
attendance figures which through 
Saturday (17) had reached the ag- 
gregate of 712,312. First move in this 
direction was to make a free at- 
traction of Cavalcade, the open air 
historical spectacle. 

The fair heads considered the sug- 
gestion that the front gate toll be 
abandoned but this idea was dis- 
carded. Holders of ticket books with 
Cavalcade script attached will be 
passed through entrance of fair on 
presentation of stubs. 

Subsidy of George Marshall's in- 
ternational sports program over last 
weekend, took big bite out of ex- 
position’s cash reserve, affair cost- 
ing well over the $50,000 budgeted. 
Track meet and soccer games didn’t 
fill 42,000 capacity bow! but those in 
charge counted publicity generated 
as of incalcuble value. 

Athletic games drew about 10,000 
spectators first night, about 7,000 
second night and around 23,000 third 
night. Most of seats were free. 
There was general satisfaction with 
the draw as a track meet doesn’t rate 
as an exciting public carnival. Games 
also drew better than usual galaxy 
of international big-wigs. 

Exposition management also has 
tinkered with operation of the Ca- 
sino. Tariff on about 700 ‘spectator 
seats’ was cut to 50 cents and this 
was immediately reflected in patron- 
age jump among those who didn’t 
care to eat or dance while attending 
swanky night spot. 

Phil Harris comes in Saturday (24) 
to replace Rudy Vallee and Lanny 
Ross begins engagement at same 
time. Vallee got $12,500 per week 
during his stay and weekly nut ran 
about $26,000 for show, admittedly in 
excess of potential income. With 
the change in shows next week 
Casino officials report nut will be 
down around $19,000 a week, a-figure 
which will permit possibility of first 
profit-taking in the spot. They claim 
it will stay around $17,000 for week- 
ly average through rest of fair. 

Vallee does another network chore 
from Casino Thursday and will have 
Ricardo Cortez, Joe Cook and Gene 
Autry among his guests. 





Lasses Under Canvas 


Charlotte, N. C., July 20. 
In this territory now is a new 
banner: Lasses White Radio Barn 
Dance Revue. 
It’s the old Milt Tolbert tent show 
with new faces and new lithos. 
Lasses White teams with Honey Boy 





Neil O’Brien era, to make the Lasses 
and Honey act. 

The tent seats 3,500. The show is} 
entirely motorized and plays easy | 
one-night stands. Two electric | 
plants are in the equipment. There | 
are 15 vaudeville acts and a ten-| 
piece orchestra. The personnel num- | 
bers 75, and includes a chorus. 

Featured under Lasses and Honey | 


| 
are Lamoaa, Hawaiian dancer:. Red 


| Jenks and his magic trumpet: Wyley | 


Kilpatric, the dancing fool: Uncle | 
Ezra Skim Williams; Cannon Sisters. | 
and Stan Stanley. 


To Play Centralia 


|} and Dixie Starr, his wife, 
| ing theatre dates nearby, while Har- 
vey and others are framing the new 


N. Y. FAIR PLANS 
EXHIBITORS’ 
CLUB 


Following the completion of the 
$900,000 administration building in 
the New York’s World's Fair grounds 
early next month, chief interest will 
be centered on how rapidly an ex- 
hibitor’s headquarters 
the lake is completed, 


This is to be the principal meet- 
ing place of concessionaires and 
exhibs of the exposition, although 
it is to be a club membership affair. 
However, the guest card arrange- 
ment probably will not keep a single 
exhibitor or concession man from 
enjoying its privileges in the next 18 
months or until the New York shop 
opens. One of the more elaborate 
highlights of the building will be a 
large bar and all the fixings. 

With the opening of the first per- 
manent World’s Fair building, first 
steps will be taken towards making 
the small city within New York City. 
Under the lease which fair officials 
have on the ground, a miniature 
model of a municipal administration 
is possible. 

First move to set up the police 
department came with the appoint- 
ment of John O’Brien, former New 
York police inspector, as chief. Chi- 
cago fair had a force of 400, which 


building on 


attended to policing of grounds, 
supervision of midway shows, ete. 
Probably will be more than twice 


that number at New York exposi- 
tion. 

World’s Fair fire department is the 
next city unit in line for organiza- 
tion. 

The publicity-advertising division, 
some of the executive offices and 
other departments of N. Y. World’s 
Fair will go out to the grouncs next 
month, with the exhibitor and con- 
cession units remaining in the Em- 
pire State building. Administration 
building on the Flushing site is eom- 


pleted excepting for interior work 
and decorating. 
Washington, July 20. 


Appointment by President Roose- 
velt of State Secretary Edward J. 
Flynn and George Creel, as U. S. 
Commissioners for the New York 
World’s Fair and the San Francisco 
Exposition, respectively, last week 
touched off the official starting gun 
for the two big 1939 expos. 

With three honorary commission- 
ers already appointed to the San 
Francisco board from the House of 
Representatives and two chosen for 
New York, only the appointment by 
the Vice President of Six Senators— 
three for each area—and the naming 
of a third New York commissioner 
to the House group remains to come 
plete Uncle Sam’s official setup. 

For his chore as Government 
emcee with the New York fair, Flynn 
—Democratic big-wig in the Bronx— 
will receive $15,000 annually. Creel, 
who has divided his time between 
writing for Collier’s mag and lobby- 
ing in Washington, will get the same 
amount, 

Representatives Merritt of New 
York and McReynolds of Tennessee, 
both Democrats, were named to the 
House commission of the New York 
Fair. A Republican member will 
be added later. Three House com- 


| missioners for San Francisco — all 
| Californians — were Representatives 


Havenner, Progressive; Lea, Demo- 
crat, and Welsh, Republican, 


Hoxie Show Readying 








Dennison, O., July 20. 

Plans for a new Jack Hoxie circus 
are progressing rapidly, according to 
R. M. Harvey, who has shifted his 
headquarters from Wheeling, W. Va., 
here. Very little of the old property 
will be used, according to Harvey, 
who said new grand siand ecnairs, 
poles, canvas and props will be pur- 
chased. Elmer Jones will be lot 
superintendent of the new show and 
George L. Myers, equestrian director, 

Most of the bosses are in camp 
with Hoxie near Wheeling. Hoxie 
are play- 


spot, working a straight Sunday | . show, which will take the road soon, 
policy in a wood lot, siepped into | Seattle, July 20. Opening probably in eastern Ohio, 
big time during the past week to| Edward J. Fisher reports booking | None of the Newtons will be cone 
book its first high-priced acis. | fair dates, Aug. 6, 7, 8 for Centralia | nected with the new Hoxie c.reus. 

Cliff Grey, owner-manager, has} Pioneer days. Among other acis,! Several trucks used by the w#d- 
set in Roscoe Ates tor Aug. 1, | Joe Fanton Trio, Milo Trio, Don La | vance when it elosed here are still 
Stepin Fetchit for Aug. 8 and Borrah| Bella (Cuban wire), Freeman ond | here and equipment is be ne received 
Minevitch Rascals for Aug. 18. | Hogan, and Okundo troupe. | here dsily. 
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| NEVER DID THIS BEFORE 
by en dkbudkd 


live always had the notion that the theatre could 
hit harder than the screen, bounce higher, say more 
and dig deeper. 





Atter an hour and a half look at Mr. Goldwyn’s 
production of “Dead End”, I entered Mr. Goldwyn’'s 
office with head hung and ready to join the true faith, 
and murmur that _I may have been wrong. 


cay NRE RARER ES Sh ETT oe 


iF is perhaps unfair to the stage to use the picture 
“Dead End” as a spokesman for the cinema-side. 
Because this opus as put on the screen by Mr. Goldwyn’'s 
troupe of geniuses is as good a movie (the word ‘movie’ 
is anathema to Mr. G.) as Hollywood has ever produced. 








l, is a more unflinching, undecorated and brilliant 
attack on the emotions than any stage play, including 
its own Broadway origin, I’ve seen in years. 





Oa though it is to find one’s self writing a blurb 
for a Goldwyn picture, it’s my own fault, not Mr. G.’s. 
Among the things I did when I broke down and begged 
Mr. G.’s pardon for not having adored the art of the 
cinema before, was ask his permission to square myself 
with the Muses by coming out once flat-footed with a 
Hosannah for a movie. 


Mz G. graciously granted me this permission and 
here is my Hosannah—seventy trumpets strong and 
all pealing “Dead End” is a knockout. 











